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May 30, 1854, and aga state January 2, 
1861, formed from territory ceded the 
United States by France, by the treaty 
of April 20, 1803 and by Texas in 1550. 
It was named for airibe of Indians of 
that name, of the Dekota family. an 
off-shoot of the Osages. The word is 
defined as ‘smoky water,” also as ‘‘good 
potato.” 

The territory that now comprises Nor- 
ton county was given the name of Oro 
by the territorial logislature in JNi9, 
and retained that name uutil 1867. 

Thea houndaries of Norton eccunty 
were defined by an act of the legislature 
passed in 1867, and was nawed in mem- 
ory of Orloff Norton, captain of Co. L, 
Fifteenth Kansas cavalry. killed by the 
Guerrilla’s at Cane Hill, Arkansas. 
Oct. 28, 1865.- The name was suggested 
by the late Preston B. Plumh, whv at 
thattime was speaker of the Kansas 
nonaeof representatives. 

Norton county istnirty miles equare 
and contains 910 equate tiles. The 
north fork of the Solomon tans through 
the sonth part of the county, the Sappa 
through the north part. the Prairie Dog 
through the central portion. The Prai- 
rie Deg was named by John C. Fremont 
in 1848, during hia exploration of the 
Rocky mountains by way of the Kannas 
rivet ind watersof the Republican. Jn 
ais entry in his journal, ander date of 
June 23, he suys: 

“At noon on the 23d we descended 
into the valley of a principal furk of the 
Republican, a beautiful stream forty 
feet wide and four feet deep. with a 
‘leuse barder of wood consisting yprin- 
vipally of varieties ofash. It was mu- 
sical with the notes of inany birds, 
Which from the vast expiusse of silent 
itairie around, seve all ta have oo 
lected here, We cutitianed luring the 
afterpeon our route alunjy the river, 
which was populuos with prairie claps, 

the betGaus being entirely occupied 
with thei villagen} and bite i the even- 


ing timber is a hlune-foliaged ash. 
(frexinus, near PF. Ameri¢ana) and ash 
leaved maple. With these were Jrarinus 
Amerieana. cottonwood and long-eaved 
willow, Wegave toto this stream the 
name of Prairie Dog river.” 

The first settlement in Norton connty 
was made in 18?) 

The first homestead was taken by 
George Cole—the lund now owned and 
occupied by Samuel Sorrick. After 
the organization of the county he was 
elected register of deefis, Heis a bro- 
ther of Ame Cole. the famous butfalo 
hunter. He lived here severai yenrs. 
He uow resides at Phillipsburg. Wis 
residence in Norton county dates frou 
September 12, 1831, 

In November of 1571 James Hall, D. 
C. Coleman, Charles Brazes und Fred 
Hyde setiled here. Brazee and Wyde 
settled on the land now owurd by Isaac 
Whitaker. Brazee’s health failed in 
1875; he went east for treatment end 
shortly afterward died, Fred Hyde !efs 
this connty in 1875, He now runsa sa- 
loon at Beatrice, Neb. During most of 
the time he resided in this county he 
was emmploved as cook for the hunting 
outfit of Ame Cole. 


James Hall settled at that time on the 
farm he now owns. He was the first 
sheriff of Norton county, He left this 
county io the fall af 1873 and remained 
away for some years. He is the only 
man who settled here in 1871 that reside< 
in the county at this time. 

David C Coleman settled ou Iand ad- 
joining Hall, afterward known aa the 
Brinton land. He wasthe first county 
Clerk of Norton county, but got mixed 
upin some of the crookedness telstive 
to the issne of school bounds in distri: 
No. t ani} left in the falt of ists aml tins 
never returned. He vnuow reeidts in 
Floridn. Among the iiuters mat 
trappers who were vauiped here in ts7) 
apd afterward resinents, 1 
feel Gt appropriate ota nam Me 
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Peak of Leuora and d.J, Varimeter of 
{ froncque. 

In the early winter of 147) in the lit- 
tle village of Butternots, in Otsego 
county, New York, several youuy men 
appointed a secret meeting for tha pur- 
pose of tuaking arrangements to take 
Horace Greely’s advice ‘'Go west and 
vrow up with the country;” Uhig meet- 
ing led to another, etc., until finally 
they met by appointmeut every Satur- 
day night; this organization grew in 
numbers until abont 295 meu youug sur 
uld became interested: these meetings 
wete held iu an upper room over the 
shop of Henry Oliver, the vallage Wagon- 
inaker: about wid-winter the wagorn- 
maker joined the organization und 
wwereed to emigrate with them the fol- 
lowing spring. About February one 
Heury Alsop a young man who had 
been in the west for two years return- 
vd to bis old home in Butternuts; on the 
following Saturday night be was in- 
vited toattezd the meeting and give his 
western experience; the entire orgauiza- 
tion had by this time become thorough- 
ly jnovulated with the western fever, 
Alsop had veen located in Fremont Co., 
Nebr,, but had been ont on the Prairie 
Dog una buffalo hnat. He gave the 
boys a glowing description of the 
Prairie Dog valley andsthey at once de- 
termined ty a unanimous vote to come 
to Norton county, Kunsas, Alsop agree- 
ing te accummpany then; hut when the 
titde for starting came all but seven, Sol 
Marsh, Henry Foster, Chas, Hullsinger, 
Mott Wead. Henry Oliver, Thos. Brown 
H0d fleury Alsop backed out, Just on the 
¢ve uf starting a unforianate Circiun- 

nee aceurred: cue of their veighbors 
lvoke hits Wagon: he insisted that tleury 
Uiver renin long enosgh turepaie a, 
Hheory  Puater wha 
Pattuer Lecame affiete | with 
sud was undera physigial’s car! so it was 
Uopersible for Lin te cane, ‘Lhe other 
le-vs decided not to wait sven iereement 


Was Sol Marsh's 


a linease 





wus reached that the others shonld 
cone on and one of them should return 
one month tater to Lincoin, Nebraska, 
and meet Oliver ami Foster, On Alsap’s 
advice they had agreed to come by rail 
to Lincoln and from there by team over- 
land to Norton county: the party arcived 
at Lincoln without incident worthy of 
special mention; near there Alsop had 
one horse left there the full before; the 
balance of the party purchased another 
horse, harness and wagon, loaded the 
wagon With provisions and started for 
the Prairie Dog valley, Everything 
went along smocthly until they reached 
Reeirice, here their wagon broke down, 
an incident whieh came near breaking 
the expadition up ina row. Hillsinger. 
who had more money than the rest 
swore he would 1.o0t put in another cent 
and declared his intentions of selling an 
his interest in the outiit and goiug 
straight back to Butternuts. Mott Wood 
felt about the same wey. Tom Brown 
allowed they could ship the Wagon hack 
ty Butternat and let Manky Oliver re- 
pair if, but Sel Marsh whose capital ar 
that time was nearly ail invested i: 
watches aud revolvers came tothe res 
cue by trading the wagon to a home- 
steuder for another and giving a wich 
to boot, The party then proceeded to 
Norton withoatr farther incident. ‘They 
pitched their tent on the Prairie Dox 
near where Sol Marsh vow lives, -\jart! 
10th, 1872. After looking arounda few 
days and locating their claims, Alsap 
returned to Lincoln to meet Oliver and 
Heory Foster as per agreement. ‘Phe 
land office at that lime was located a 
Coneordia, 
amt put papers on the claimsof the fonr 
boys who came with bin. He me 
Oliver and Foster and Joeded the waa 
with provisious ami etarted back te Nor 
ton. Abont this time he traded th: 
horses fur ayeke of cattle, 

Abont fifby miles west af Liuesin hy 
left Oliver and Foster in an sabundoued 
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Ingont telling them to remain until he 


made a trip to his old home in Fremont 
county. 

After waiting some days Foster be- 
came discouraged, walked back to Lin- 
coln, bonghta ticket to Eau Claire, 
Wiscousin where he had some friends; 
he afterward wrote his partner (Sol 
Marsh) tv come to him. offered to send 
him tue money to come on bunt Sol de- 
¢clized his proposition. Foster now re- 
sides in Seattle and has become im- 
mensely wealthy as aresnIt of some of 
his real estate speculations. 

In afew days ainan from Long Is- 
land by the name of Carl came along 
by where Henry Oliver wzs stil] waiting 
for Alsop; he agreed to haul Henry's 


trank, Henry to walk. which he did 
from there to Norton, 
Alsop returned later aud let tha boys 


have the eattle to break prairie with 
that summer. 

Hillsinger, Marsh and Oliver settled 

Jib that time on the farms where they 
now reside and are the oldest seters ip 
Norton connty of continuous residence. 

Mott Wood Jocated onthe farin now 
owned by J, W. Graves.; Tom Brown 
on the farm owned by A. N. McLennan. 

Theonly thing raised that year by any 
of the party was eome sorghum planted 
hy Hillsinger and Wood on land owned 
by D.C, Coleman, fifteen miles east of 
Norton; this they made up into syrup 
and soll for $1.00 per gailou. 

In November of that year John Storey 
Briggs a licensed Indian trader came 
thrungh Norton with tive wagons Inaded 
with snpplies following tho Otoe In- 
Jiang who had preceded hin on x buffalo 
hunt, The party consisted of Briggs 
and wife, (Dr. Pheebe Oliver Briggs) 
and three hired mien, fone of them 
Jack Brooks, whom I will refer to later 
onin this article.) 

Hillsiuger had by this time became 
very mineh discouraged; patito bus had 
caten tis potatoes while he wasat Cole- 








inin's raising hiseune; he offered his 
entire possessions for ¥65.00 iid could 
find nv buyer, so when the Briggs outfit 
eame along with Mrs, Briggs driving 
one team he applied for the job. Rriggs 
agreed to tuke him on these conditions: 
Hillsinger to takea barrel of sorghnm 
to trade to the Indians es his compensa- 
tion for driving the team. 

They fuiled to find the Otees but at the 
forks of the Leaver where Atwood now 
stands they found 1600 Pawnees. Here 
they went into winter qnarters and pro- 
ceeded to “swap.” 

In February they had moved several 
niiles up the north fork of the Beaver. 
the Pawnees having in the meantime 
moved up the middle fork to a point op- 
posite Briggs’ carnp, 

Several buffalo hunters were camped 
at this tine with Briggs. Among tiem 
was Aine Cole, a hunter of great skil}J— 
wu very eecentricinan., of whom many 
blood curdling Indian stories were tolil 
in the early days; he had heen among 
the Sioux agreat dealand spoke their 
language fluently, John Kelly, his son 
Zan and Frank, John Biever and Chur- 
lie. ulso Charles Vining (brother of Jim 
were there. 

Early oue morning during a severe 
snow storm three Sionx Indians came 
into camp, asked for something to eat 
andinquired where the Pawnees were 
cunped. Cole heard enough of their 
talkto findont that 300 Sionx were 
going throngh that storin on foot to 
steal the Pauwnees’ horses; they promised 
not to steal the horses belonging to the 
hunters nnd soon departed. Cole suid 
to the hoys. "There will ba a bloody 
fight’ and advised them to pull for the 
settlement; they all bitehed up and 
sturted in the storm except Briggs 
and his outfit. 

The next morning at davtight the 
Sionx caine back with an immense 
herd of horses und nine Pawnee scalps: 
they hid a war danes at Briggs’ caw 
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them  diauced with the = cealps 

ell iu their hair, with the Ulvud 
sub dripping from them, During their 
stay Briggs’s trnded theu: coffee and tub- 
cco for 60 tauned buifalo robes. 

Hillsinger was so much iterested in 
the wir dance that le foryet te offer 
them auy seaghut. 

The foltowizy uizht the Pawuees 
rtole all of Briggs’ stovk except yne 
Spanish male, Hs and three amen fol- 
iawed on foot leaving Mrs, Brigys ana 
vue man, Cal Hopkins, in camp; they 
eaughe un with the Indians at Cedar 


Blunts but had tu pay $2.50 a bead for 
their stock to get thean back. 
The Pawneees were taken at greul 


distelvautiye, they being tuken by sur- 
prise and having L000 syuaws und pup 
pouses wilh them, while the Sioux had 
hotuiag but warriors. Hillsinger tovuk 
a lariat pups anda whetstone froma 
dyah Fivetian whielt he kept for many 
Vears usa memento of that memorable 
trip, Upou teeir arrival at) Nertan he 
porchased whut supphes Brigzs bad ieft 
aud seld them ont to the settlers, 
Brives returned tu the reservation, 
Closed ny his business atfairs, returned 
to Norton and became au permanent res- 
tdent in 87S. 

Chas, Hillsinger married Miss Lou 
Morris, a beautiful and accomplished 
lady who resided with her pareuts near 
Ahnena. They now have # Lirge and 
bright family -amagreeable wud couinfort- 
able hag sngeplied with all the neces- 
sirivs of life. Between farming and 
stuck raising le has accmuulated a cour. 
petency for his declining years, wud is 
Volisideret one of our inust sabstantial 
citizens. 

Mott Wood Jivel 
Yours: he wever murried., worked by Une 
neuth Most of the Cite, sawed all his 
dumey and is repated tu te well tixert 
finapeinlly, He gow resides in Coloca- 
tha, 


Thomas Brown breyght his family te 


here for several 
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Norton county in February 1873. His 
sou Frank took a claim adjoining his 
father: he afterward married Miss Mary 
High, und new lives on the farm of 
Thos, Burton two miles north of Nor- 
ton, His eldest daughter, Mary. mar- 
vied Chester Possun, who moved in 1885 
to Holg county, Nebraska. where they 
now reside. Old Town, as ha was famil - 
iarly esiled, jived here for many years. 
He tuvk an active part in suciat enjoy-. 
ments of the early settlers: his Irish wit 
furmshed amusement around the camp 
fire wand dngouts of the early bachelor 
settlers. Many of lis stories are re- 
membered and often reueated up to the 
present time. He now resides at Srafl- 
ford, Hult county. Nebraskw, 

Marsh and Oliver took a more active 
part in the political and materia! growth 
of Norton and will be referred to again. 

1n the fall of 1871, in Brown county, 
Kansas, 1. FE. Simmotis ani W. &. Case 
became acyuainted. Simmons was 
teaching school and Case was working 
ona farm. They each bad one pony as 
theirtotal stock itt wealth, In Mareh 
of 1nt2 they puttheir effects tuyether. 
houglit a wagon and barpess nnd start- 
ed, They hid read a glowing deserip- 
tion in’ a Chicago paper of the Prairie 
Dog valley, and especially that portion 
of it lying in Norton county, written by 
ong ofa party of lunters who spoke in 
highest praise of the righness of svil, pa- 
rity of water, healthfulness of clitaate 
aud nbundance of biti and other wild 
game; to Norton they bied. Theonly in- 
cident worthy of taeution was that they 
parcnased lifty duzeu of eggs to bring 
with them, expecting tu sell them at « 
high price. Afcer they bal bern on the 
raw ning days and had arrivel at Jyw- 
ell City, their ees vere all wane, They 
bad eatvn them all. Taney serived at 
Coleman's, east of Almena, April 2. 
on tO where Norton now stictds, 
Coleman aceompaning them, On the 
StltSimmepes sebtled on land wow owned 
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ty Hil-inger: Case took the land uoaw 
owned by Solo Marsh, kuowu as the 
Suoew farina. On theirreturn they met 
Sal Marsh and party near where John 
Bieber now lives. Both retnined to 
Brown county where Case worked on a 
far; Sinnuons went to Weston, Mis- 
souri, and tanght school. Tu Seprember 
they cane lick to their claims. Krank 
Willinmus xecompanying them. ‘They 
spent two or three weeks ou their elaims. 
During this time Simmons lost his 
porse. They ymrehaged another frou 
Ed, Neweii uml suacied oui a baile 
hont. They first went tu Hays City to 
set their horses shod, Fro Hays. 100 
niiles south, had the nearest blicksimith 
at that time: the next day the Newell 
horse showed his gratitude hy ynietly 
departing this lite, They wenten ths 
bulfalo hunt accoinpanied by ‘Old Ien- 
tuck,” (Williata Chandler) who lid set- 
tled bere duting the snumier. nil tived 
with A. Rankin. ‘They spent the win- 
teron the ange camp ust of tae 
time on the Arkausns. near where (bare 
den City now staml-: they returned In 
thé spving, Oa their redura: trip in 
Maren in crossing the South S dour on 
the jes their wagon brake Uhroazo: they 
were courpelled to carry theis load on 
their backs: they liad te guke the wigan 
apart and carvy itout pieve at a Line. 

They then hired a eeciebrated roap by 
the nameol Walton qwhe iret s chaniin 
Phillips county but resdsdin Troy, Ke. 
tubiaal their wae uiek to Brown 
county. When they arrived ta Rirwin 
Waltun went to hia head to syomda few 
days, Cage wel Sitgungns ceiniis to Nee 
ton. ‘Thev lal mations bore ee tliey 
touk turns rbling, the othec walking: 
thev dil pot have aceat but esp etedte 
boriow elas: merien tere fo take 
tbere back fine coabh on 
They went leek to 
Waltom whee wasctso tlt broke. snl 
started for Brown county. “Plies lawl a 


sebbaite a cent. 
Wirwitr ait met 








little baffalu meat which they managed 
to trade fer flour, wien ail) borse feed 
with the farmers as thee passerk etst, 
At or netr Waterville they tried to 
trade soins ment fer feed and 
fionr bat the old farmer ordered them 
off his piace. ‘They decided ta toot 
enuugh fead for tueir horses. so they 
went into caap nent the plice. Sinunons 
had conseieucious scruples against steat- 
ing bul because tie old farmer was look- 
edupouasan enemy of mankiud and 
horses too, Joel was willing to keep 
cuit Wuile the other voys Hd the fur- 
aging Caseand Waltun went to the 
corn erib and gut two sucks af corn and 
ananaful af hay for thechorses. The 
vuextinerning Simmons, by vate of tv 
wat department, went to amill near by 
nad traded ens sack of carn for fifteen 
poids of flour vhich lasted than 
through the rest ofthe trip.  ‘f_his his- 
tory is related av this late day tor he 
reasiot that the erime ix outlawed. Casa 
wal Simurons enue biek in April ca 
their Inod and reinained here permiisa- 
ently after that time. Thev have been 
closely ilentified with the history of 
this conoty and it will ba necessary te 
Wention them freqnently hereafter in 
this article. 

George N. Kingsbary, ©. D. and John 
Bieber, Abrabam Bieber ani James W. 
Vining enue mel tovk cliiins in April 
182. Jim Vinine left saon after and 
Wid uot rerurn until Is7. Aleaham 
Bieber settled on the land now owned 
by Jucin and fived ina los teens: waere 
Jotar's residence now stands; be wes old 
and fiutiren when he came here vod never 
tusk a very active part in the exciting 
seones Incident ta the arganization of 
the county such as aenting the county 
seat. Hedied April, 105. Ciraudinis 
Bieber died Mareh 8, 1682, nud sare both 
burielon the oblo farm narthense of 
where Joha Bieber’s hotse now stands, 
The old geopticman was the first post- 
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moacter at Neighborville but vied be ore 
Lis ceauinis-iim arrived: the offica was 
ramed Neignberville by him. Chartey 
Pieler settled at that time where he 
now resides, When the pustoftices was 
estiblifned at Neighberville in April 
‘eas, he Wasinade postmaster and re 
tained it far eight years. He bas n-ver 
Leen a candidate for office bue need ata 
deputy sheriff ia 1875, Gross Pave had 
leon elected sheriff! bat had gone vast 
fora shart time leaving Chariey in 
charge. la swearing in some apy raisers 
ho made a slight mistake in the forin of 
‘thy some of tue bystanders laughed: 
this veveil him and he went ont at once 
and rpsigued, When Gross ceturned he 
ford ‘the wttce had been decinred va- 
cunt and Jaines R_ Hall appointed to fill 
eNT Lae unexpired term. During the 
county seat contest between Norton and 
Leuta Charley Bieher esponsed the ennse 
af Leota, giving as his reason that 
Bisop Simpson had euded bim a pauper, 
This was because he tavered the voting 
of bonds for aid. Charley ntteuds 
stvietly to his own business, awl enjoys 
‘ud respect awl coufidence of ali. who 
know him. Hisonly danzhter, Carrie, 
Huirried Jesse Ss. Wright in April 1X8, 
She died March E898 and is imried in the 
Nortou cetietery, 

Jui Bieber homesteaded the farm 
botth af where he naw lives. He was 
vlected shevii! in 1873: he touk an active 
mire in the connty seat troubles and wae 
‘cdways a Nortoa uaa. He married 
Miss Mollie Fisher May {5, 1879, aud 
Nagone child, THe was the Rypnbdlican 
bominee for represantative in 180 but 
Was defeated by the Farmers Alliance 
eaudidate. W, Hieks, 

‘reurge N. Kingsbury settled on the 
Sirus jst west ‘of Calvert. bat sold ft 
aud waved te Norton in’)es2 nud bas re- 

tle here ever since, Up was elected 

‘RULY CoMMissioner ia IS72 bat dil not 
OEdEN, so Sel Marsh was appointed ty 
NU the vaeaney: he was eleeted again in 
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1873 and served thren years. Te was 
the Repntlican nowinae in IS8ta but 
Williain Grant can indepeadauc aut de. 
feated him. He has filled the office of 
ussistaut postuiaster, constable, lepaty 
sheriff andcity quadrshal. During the 
coluuty seat fight he was a Leota mau. 
His eldest dlanghiter Jennie is at present 
deputy connty clerk, 

Jim, and Fred Vanee settled below 
Almenuain April (802. Jim was couary 
@nninissioner for two vears; they re- 
Inained here until abent FSsU. when 
they sold out aud lefc the county. Dur- 
ing the county seat trouble Laey were 
Levta men. 

They now live at Olathe, Kansas, and 
ire running a harness sbup 

Charles Rho came bere in Jone 
1872; he still resides on his furmenst uf 
Abmena, HH, ©, Pellowssettied at the 
month vf South Ferk May i872, sold our 
and went to Cloud county in i534 snd 
died there in i802. fis widew now 
lives in Aliment, 

Jake Folsuta and Eel, Coliins both se 
tled on North Fark in May (972. Folewn 
now lives at Boise City. Idaho, Col- 
lings is living in Nodaway. Mo.; the 
Were both Reota men, Ed, Collins 
named Alumna where he was appointed 
the secuid postiuiuster (Jim Alall bein 
first) and beldit for several years, 

D. W. Sills and John Gishwitler can 
in Sepiewber (872; they buih reside « 
the same farms they Jocuted npow as 
thattine, D. W. Mills was electe:! 
connty surveyor jn 1833. His youusese 
sou, Arka K., is naw pringipatof tha 
Alment schouts amd served the county 


for fuur vears as register wf deeds. Mr. 
Mills was always a Norion nan 


during the county seat trontdes. 

Juhn Gishwiller was elected clerk uz 
the distriet canrh it PSTI. and was 
the first trustea nf Aliana township. 

Kier GShelden settled just west of 
Mills in September 1872. He now re- 
sides in Irviug, Kansas, and is a cit- 
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tractor and builder 

John Kelly settled just eastof Almena 
in April 1873, spent most of the time on 
the range hunting buffalo. He was 
elected coroner in 1873. His younyest 
daughter, Miss Kate, now the accom. 
plished and obliging caterer in Viuings’ 
oysrer parlors, was the first white child 
bornin Norton county; this interesting 
event occurred Murch 10, 1833 Dur 
ing the county seat troubles Kelly was a 
Jeota man, Inisi76 be moved to the 
land pow owned by J, W. B, Smnith, five 
miles west of Norton; h« came to Nor- 
tod and sturted a dray in 1886: he is now 
the constable of Center tawn<hip. 

John Price came in 1872, took the lanl 
south of Emanne!l Fisher: heseld out to 
Albert Graves in 1874, aul wentto Ore 
gou in 1877 where he died, His widew 
and children now live nea» Milton, Or, 

Charles Brinton came in May 1872. 
Ne bought Coleman's claim just east of 
Alnena, Aboot the same time John 
Cross came; he was wis well dressed, 
had a fine horse. carried a fine Winches- 
ter rifle, had a complete outfit fer tunt- 
ing. brace of pistols. knivesete. He was a 
munof powerful physijyne. a regular 
eithlete: he was nbent 24 years old, 
well educated and was considered a val- 
nible acquisition to the small colony 
who were here at that time. He stopped 
with Coleman and Jim Halt but soun be- 
came nequiinted with all the setders. 
He talked some about tuking a claim 
but appeared to be ino no hucry about 
making his selection, Itsoon hegan to 
he whispered around that he was not a 
desirable gitizen, avery lagie il coneln- 
sion, for the reason that be had not ssid 
unything about where le was from, and 
expressed no especial desire to iake a 
permanent location. Shortly after his 
arrival Mrs, Halland Mra, Coleman com- 
Munred te make seme preparation fur 
the tthof July eeebration, Uber were 
tuking the wuatter ever in his presence, 





and lamenting over the fact that they 
eould not obtain certein groceries 
neeled. tle proffered to xo on horse 
back to Hays City, one hundred miles 
south, and getthem. This he did, bring- 
ing sume lemona, suger, etc. On his re 

turnhe was riding a different horse, 
elaiming he had traded for it, ne 
fourth passed off all rizht. he tagiay an 
active part in the festivities, On the 
Sth of July a stranger came in to Nor- 
ton humting for a stolen horse, His 
description of the thief and horse cor- 
responded fnirly well with Cross. He 
immediately left. Norton for Jim: Hall's 
mnuce neeoripanied by Sem Newsll An 
their arrival Tate in the evening the 
stranger at once identified the horse as 
his. Cross atthis time was ont some 
distanee from the huuse wilkinz, The 
stranger, Newelland Charles Brinton, 
whotived in the seme house with Hill 
and Coleiwan, started ont to where Cross 
was, wllof them armed. When they 
got within speaking distance they de 

nitnded bis surreuder Crocs imm e- 
diately sturted to ran. ‘They fired sev- 
eral shots nt hint before he reached the 
timber, one of thei striking himin the 
hand: but he inde his eseapy The 
Stranger saddled up the horse aud left. 
and has never heen beard of since. No 
one wno lives here now even remembers 
his namie. 

On the morning of July 7 Mrs Flal! 
saw Cross iu the timber near the house: 
she reporteil this tathe men who were 
there, C, Brinton and Walter McG ivren, 
They inunaediately get their guns and 
started after him. They soon discoveres] 
hin npin a tree and opened fire en lini 
He had doultless clintbed arp in tlie tree 
to watch a chanes to eet te the house 
and yet his amin and horse. 
Deery. who was well know hers after: 
wards asthe Old Mail Carrier, cama, 
Mong at this time: Cross he gad pitesars- 
ly for his lite, even trying tocrawl away 
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after he was so badly shot that he conlu 
not Walk. Deery also implored Brinton 
not tokill hina bur tu uo eliect. He shot 
bim fifteen times before Cross died. 
Brinton did all this shooting wiih 
Cross’s gun; he dug a hole in tie graund 
aud rolled him in, after voiug through 
hia pockets, and taking his boots off. 
Brinton put the boots on himself aud 
wore them out. 

Cross killed ynd buried on the 
land puw owned by Jim Hail. Cross’s 
friendsand relatives are probably in 
ignorance of lis fate anil wherenbouts, 
tndit this day. 

This killing, the first known in the 
couuty, was very neh regretted by all 
the people, Brinton had very few syui- 
patbizers, aud frou that day was a 
marked wun. What frieuds be bad 
inide np to ibis timedeserted him. He 
was illiterate, of alow order of intel 
lect, and of brutal instinety, He soon 
becans dispoadens aud ic was uften re- 
marked that his conscience troubled 
blu. He left the county in) 1877 and 
lived for a tie in Council Biuts, His 
whereabouts for the last ten years are 
Unknown. 

The following letter received by J, 
W, Graves, addressed to the postinaster, 
is by some credited to Briuten. Te was 
Postinarked, ‘Insane Asylam, Lineeln, 
Nebr:” 


Was 


1838. 
Aparil 4 
Norten co KanSaS 
dear Sir my poSt waster pleas Se Some 


txpert someot the Jain Beptis rate 
eo Elmer tell bunte wo t2 miles East 


he 200 Iaadrest prtli~ North inites 2 
piles Wwsa A Boi cisipng uy vB 
Ses (corpses) there is iniha: NaGor 
Wed Se A Bout this mater as on the 


Nate Baptice careas lays 15 yaties A 


partor there Touts thedand Eritens 

(Beuntoa) calis for themUorpes (corises 

to Be raiSed yours very respeUrtuly 
Wai hixson.” 


The place described in thig letter is 
nreay where Crovs [s buried. The gen- 
eral oj inion afterward wis tht ihe 
stranger wis the only horse thief mixed 
up in this unfortunate affair. MeGav- 
ren located on the land nuw owned by 
George Smith; he remained here but a 


short time; his whereabouts are un- 
knowin. 
Renben Sevens, Win, Aiken and 


Oliver Gross came in February IStv 
from Cloud Co. but did nof remain per- 
uinacaly until after they came in Oct. 
the sume year, Renbeu Stevens setiled 
at that time ow lated that is mow in- 
cluded in the city ef Almena: he sold 
most of his land at faney priees ail i 
well fixed financially. He was inarried 
in Clow! county December 2f. 187-4 te 
Miss Ella Buntou, They have four 
children, 

Win, Aiken settled at that time where 
be nuw lives; is consi-lered one of tly 
substautial farmers of Almen: towin- 
snip, 

Oliver Gross setiled just west of A] 
Meus; heamuarried Miss Laura Felluws 
Feb. 14, 1875. He new resides in Al- 
mela, 

Joseph Stevens came later the same 
seuson ail touk 2 claim at the month of 
the North Fork, He mow resides at 
Cripple Creek, Colo. They were all 
Leota men during the cougty seat con: 
test 

William Gibbon and Martin Kelty 
arrived herein June 1872 and settled 
five niles east of Norton. Gilbbon was 
an Kngtshman of superior education: 
Vis great funle was tit he wos addicted 
toalrink; le was semetimes catied old 
“Campos Metis,” having used that 
tera: Whea asked whether he was druak 
cr soler when he was a wifness in 4 
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contest case in 183.4 between Brigys anl 
the Norton Tewn Compuy Ts was 
during that same trial that he gave 
birth to the expression that afterwards 
becaine fnamuns in the county, whrn 
cross questional as toe his being didy 
sober, There was consideruhle banter 
between the attorney and Gilbbon: when 
the attorney finally a-kel him: ‘Is ib 


nota fet, sir, that you had on that day 


one gallon of whisky?! 
was "Yes, eie; but what is ai gallon 
among one?" At the special election of 
tn74% he was elected coroner aud at the 
regular November elertiny he wis 
elected protute judge; but was defeat. 
edin 1874 by Jolin PL Dopps, Tie 1st 
he was defente:) for county sujperinten- 
dent by one vote lw D W. Mills. He 
delivered the firet 4th of Juty oratinn 
ever delivered in the county: that was in 
1872, The celebration was beld iv the 
zrove west of town near Where Q1. 
Joves afterwards bnile his farin house, 
Mrs, James Holl, Mrs. Db. ©. Coleman, 
Mes. Jatin Prigs ud about 25 men ar. 


Gibbon's reply 


tended.  Jndyve Gibbon was fond 
gael ite bis atiagcont dine i. tea hy 


Albert Curry whe called oo an erranst, 
An ingnest was held diy David Close, 
then justive of the pence, The verdict 
vf the coroner's jury was that dearth was 
cansed by heart disease. He was buried 
just northof his duzeat en his lromne- 
stend, Sinre that tine a privie road 
has heen laid out threngh the farm, 
vehivh tread passes directiv aver the 
geave, EM Morya ren inissersd on his 
estate winch was suimall: the preneeds 
were sent to lis two daughters, whe 
Uvedatdhat time in) Minneéseta. An 
old quotation that many of the cudie's 
friends will remember hearing bin re= 
ite HOw sects upplicable te his craedi. 
Vicon: 


Wont ntid sthegy ated plas andl power. 
Wisot ore thay orth ice re or rene 

Fut tire ie Steer oF 
Abd lett elacadls geal 


iife eum snd Oh an tear, 


the lade ah eve 
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Sounding honorsor heaps ot gold. 

Vhere vee they all when all fs tid” 

Murtin Kelty was accused of sterling 
at horse in 1873 from Ose Bass, a hnnt- 
er ond trapper, whe lived on the Sappa, 
near the mouth af Lone Braneh. He 
eseuped Eom the offierr after his arrest, 
stole auoether borse from buss and made 
his escape. Some years afterward word 
wre received that he was in Minnesota, 

Jase hid in the meantime left the coun- 
try and no attempt was rver made to 
recupoice Kelty. 

In the spring of 1870 Iseau Newton 
Oyo later Wisconsin for Raueas. He 
stoppedfor a short time in Nemaha 
county where he was married. came on 
to Jewell county and retained there un. 
til dune. dst, when Le settled on the 
land he newowns, Be imade the first 
pront bef re the US. Land effies frem 
thisconnty on Tee. 12. 1872. on the 
NBS. 18,7 3. RO He builtalog 
house is dnty 1872, ou the land eu] put 
a shingle rouf upon it, the fiest in this 
connty He bronghr the first mowing 
machine te this county, Loe press or 
Whici was printedl The Wretern Lacanin- 
tee, the firet pewspaper poolsaed in 
Norton comnty, is mow in Lis pogsession. 

lestarted the tawn af Wesio1 au the 
Inud where he now resides in 1873, and 
gave itits nine. Efe srw hard times in 
the winter of 7) and 7. in Jewell conn 
ty. He aml his wife were often without 
Drenrd: at several Wifferett times they 
livect far several drys on buitslo meat, 
In the spring of 1472 he soll his J ewell 
county chim for std, After making 
afew ceanltrndes he settled herein Trine 
with atch FLS00 in igoney and proper 
ty. Heis new one of onr most exten- 
rive crtile feelers andis well supplied 
vith this works goods, He bas never 
heen acanmlilite ter public offer, He 
was the deader of thie besort ferees in 
the county sear contests lee bela remark - 
able ancl berittiant fight for bas tresva: cred 


une nt oof the confess witheut itn. 
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enemy ereither side, His genins for 
atrateay cuph wisdeur was early exlib- 
odin the county seat warfares aud it 
hos been the ambition of all politicians 
tu win his friendship and assistance, 


Like old Warwiek the king water, 
Newt Copo hag, perksps, inade nnd 


named mere eounty eficers than any 
other tiandn the county. His mune 
will bu frequently mentioned bereafter. 

Jv Brian settled ot; tha land thay 
ownol ly bea Miller near Devizes in 
shane E872; fis wife died un baster Snn- 
day 127. and waa buried io the Devizes 
wacky, Mad. Daiig, whe was 
kiwwt lo the pioneer scilers, kept 
house for bins atter his wife's death: tt 
wes reported at one Lime baat thay were 
married, but this was probably a mis 
tike, Hy remaved tu Saliue county, 
Nebraska ie the fall of 1804 and died 
Vine dn 1aa6 

Peter Applegiute sevtled ut tae month 
of Ruck Branch in May 1872; ite pow 
lives in Arkcuusan. 

lea Apyde gate came in Oct, It2> he 
Low resides in Cheyenne county. 

Hisar Page cain: from lowe in dgue 
told: he setwed on the fara naw awherdl 
be Eouanuel Fisher, six miles east of Nor- 
ton: he sald his claim in and re- 
hovel to the Sappa and tocsted o- the 
tar just below the Dewizes mill, Some 
seats afterward he and his wife sepa- 
rated: Le sold unt and went to Le grande, 
Oregon. where he ora resides; his wife, 
iuier diverced is n9w Mis. RLF. Haul: 
restdtlar, 
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Atrat Louk came frown Wester, 
Monras goututys, New Yock, aud seitted 
onthe land new awned by Ed. Rhodes 
Jume 2 USt2: Hewas chairmui of 
lrst cguvention habl in the county, 
Oo Paste. He wae edected: eomn- 
‘Ondiissinger al the special lection 

Septewber 24. rt. ain dowas teade 
Maivsiainoaf the Jer.  bhiseldest san, 


Ve H. Was the first township Urtstor 


of Counter township bus left the county 
in 1873 word weat ta Texas; hag not been 
beard from for sevetal years. | ia see- 
ond sau, Cornelins, wae in lowa when 
Jast herd trom; bis yonngest 6on, Frank, 
married Miss Nettie Hoover and now re- 
sides on the Morrison farms ynst west of 
tawn: bis eldest daughter, Sirs. Miuni 
Kay, married Nat, Baker and new 
lives at Seattle, Washinglan. Abram 
Louk aud wite lorh died of pueumoma 
in June 1817 aud ave baried in the Leots 
vemelery. 

John A. Newell aud two sons, Fim 
RON, aimetas Irom Seah, 
lowa, in May (872 for Norton, They 
caine overluud by teutn driving a smal! 
buneb of cattle with them. About thr 
saiue time Peter Mittan left Mimesora 
tor the west in search of a homestead, 
While he was visiting his brother ear 
Heatrice, Nebraska, Newells party 
cane along: lie joined thew necting iu 
the capacity of cook to pay his fire, They 
arrived at Norton June 2, 1973. Jol 
A. Newell Jucated en Spring Braneh 
three miles northeast of Norton. Ed. 
tuak a clavn just narthaf tawu—-after 
ward owned by J, BR. Hatiltua, vow 
owned by the Lineatu Laud Company. 
but abandoned it in 1873, Peler Mittin 
xcitlel two and one-halt miles east of 
Norton on the farm where Homer Curry 
bow lives. Hig faniily came tu Noven- 
ber 1832. His eldest son. Melvin. took 
the claim west of his favher. now owned 
by M. Heston. Melvin died in March 
1888 of cousnmption: his widesw mar: 
ried William Spicer in 1885; Spicer and 
faonily lived here until tS#0:; they auw 
residein Linn emmty., leva, Peters 
youngest son, Martin, never took apany 
law; he nev lives in Norton: his etdest 
daughter, Amanda, married Clinton 
Heel: (hey nev live in Nereaiar: liis 
youngest avuvhter, Nanea, married 
Willinua Suniths they reside an Norton. 
hn I833 Peter traded his tari te Jack 
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Rhedes for a swamp in JHinois and gave 
two luudred dollars to. boot. This 
proved tahea very unfortunate spect 
lation for Peter and left him penniless 
in Lis old age, After giving the hes! 
yeurs of his life to the service of his 
eoumiry and being lrevetted for gallant- 
ryenuinny hanle fields. to he thns 
swintled ont of bis farm wwoul-l have 
Griver: a weaker wan into the Populist 
party: but nob so with Peter: he wever 
cenjured the Republican party far his 
misfortunes but assumed the entire ves: 
ponsi tility himself withouta murmnr.He 
never ha Lany use for the lodaers and 
rings font have spruins inte prominence 
at various times in the county. bait has 
niw cust lis vote the “way he shat.” 
in tin interest of econmny and good guy: 
ernment. He now resides an the school 
seetion ane ari one Balf miles east of 
Norten 

Junn A. Newell's fainily, 
of Mra Newell, her movher Mary a 
Mayien, her sister Lomen Martin. sel 
her iweaehildren Je Newell amd Alice 
Neo ell came November 8. 187% Mary 
32. Maria took mia yee: OF hen vow 
owne bby Gries Page: sie died ju Ts86 
ab the age oF 73: she is haried in Norton 
Louies Martin took the lined 
gle died 


consisting 


VETAUEETY. 
now owned by V. Scbilling: 
in 1N0O, aud is burie | by the stile of her 
muiher .J.€, weved tenk up the land 
just east of his favher, but lost if for the 
yratson he was upt 21 years olds he raar- 
rial Miss Nammy Vhurer July 9. Teun 
and is at the present) fine register of 
eens amd conmy strveyer elect. Alice 
inarried PF, M. Duvall. editor of the 
Norton (aturies, im dannary pers, Tuten 
A. Newell sil out his Cari aw) moved 
te town dn ESSt: te was mo vetecel of tlie 
late wart be never bel] any afties except 
president ef the Nartat "Poovey Cf oak pechtay’s 
he died et. a. GNSS at The ace eof Vth cerned 
was boried in the Norten cometery, 
Mrs. Newell is bale aed hearty. abd in 
inl possension at all ber Gealties, 24 


ea nee 


encanta Se eI OT CO Le 





ids fair to 
Century: she 
children ab 


the rips old age of V5: she 
ontlive the Nineteenth 
minkes her home with her 
Norton. 

John Poller wha was repriad pirt In- 
dinu—perbaps from jis swarthy core 
plexion, Was well known at every Tare 
yet shootiug match men sly times, hev- 
ing keen a crack shot witht his lowe tz 
Weloading rifle, came frat M ebigen in 


June 1852, and sete oon lend row 
oxned by Sam Fores, ane ine frown 
Cilvert, Heseld hig faruviu 18:9 sud 


returned to Michigan and diel there in 
IHRAL 

Nels Olson a genial and popniur yours 
Swede. took a chtim just cast of Aliment 
in the fall of aMi). lived here | rupanent 
ly after April tors: he weriied Miss 
Lena Shantz whe lived sith her parents 
nesr Long Island, In the fall of 1805 
he sald his fawn aud moved te Cloud 


conity, Wear Coueurdia, «here ha wow 
resides. 
Shelly D, Reed and Charles 8. Sto- 


well came in May 1873; they lv been 
hunting and trapping during the tall 
and winter of 1871 on the Solow near 
Logan; they came here a foot e@irrying 
their gus. traps and Gump ontfiton their 
Reel took the land west of town 

He soon 
his father. 


lacks. 
now owteal by Mrs. Sarvis. 
reevived tiuaneial ald Brot 
and at ones eauitenced the building of 
town expecting ‘nestublish the county 
sent an lis iuel His town wus enlied 
Norton Center at first; but was Foon 
changed to Read tow. Early in 1873 he 
sureedled in petting aan by the wee, 
of Neeves ta pnt up a saw-inill on the 
lnad, Kvery thing mp to this tine ord 
fair far the suceess of hia town, fur it 
prew very fast i first: but, iu the lan- 
guage af his later vival in tawn build- 
in, Unele Dick Williaws. “Reel awd 
Reedtuwi leganie tou to ueryy at wl tell 
over hy their awn weight ¥ 

Reed wasonyof the enanty coptmis- 
sioners desigaatud by the governor bo 
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organize the comty. thus putting 
litical bee in bis bonnet. Be was a can 
didate for the legislature in 1872, but 
was defeated by Billings: the Same 
yeur, however, he was elected county 
surveyor in honor of which political 
distinction his father, who lived in 
Rochester, New York, sent him a $400 
surveyor's outfit among which was a 
very valuable transit. Reel was a col- 
lege graduate and a young PuuL of 
promise fully appreciated by hia father 
whose two or three thousand dsullars 
young Reed blew in hare like «a lord. 

Ve sold his claim te Lewis Pendleton 
in 1878, daate in the fall of 1874 he lo- 
cated at Tye Siding, Wyoruing where he 
rtill resides, 

Charles S. Stowell took the land now 
owned by Hymen Morrison west of this 
city but abandoned it in 1873: he after- 
ward joined the regular army and was 
isiiled with Custer in the battle of the 
Litde Big Horn which eceurred June 
25, 1876. 

John Green ciuwe here from Missonri 
in July 1872 and settied on the land now 

svned by Josep Sau. Uncle Johuuy 
as he was familiarly called was a man 
of giaut proportions, tall and iunk: he 
hat an aniable disposition but when he 


ra po- so unusual that it was soon discovered, 


Win, Simpson was sent to bring bitn in; 
upon Simpson's arrival at the house he 
found Uncle Johnuy very busy iimaking 
rorghum, Simpson begged and pleaded 
but in vain; Uncle Johuny said the sor- 
ghum would burn sure if he left, which 
meaut the loss of several dollars, 
Simpsou then asked Mrs. Green if she 
could aot take care of that sorghum for 
30 minutes While Uncle John drove to 
the polls and back. She ‘allowed she 
could” as she had done that kiud of 
work for several years, in fact she said 
that was the first time in har recallac- 
tion wheu John bad offeced to help her. 
Simpson was determined nor to pay him 
anything for his vutaas he was to be 
benetitted a3 much as anyona by the lo- 
cation of the county seat, but told Mrs. 
Greon he wonld get her a naw dress if 
John would gu, intending to get her a 
calico dress. Unele Johnny drove up 
to the polls and voted. than joined the 
crowd and remained the balance of the 
day in town without a thought as to the 
fute of the sorghum. But thenent time 
be enme to town he presentad a Dill of 
$5.20 for the burned sorghun whieh 
Simpson after considerable grambiling 
pail according to Contracts; later his wife 


wag aroused he wasan evemy uy» one went to Brinuer’s store and bongnt the 
cared to meet. I, was one of his best dressin stock. costing $9.69 and 


characteristics that he never forgot a had it charged = to Simpson, the 
friewl or forgave aienetny. He spent vote thns costing itm St4.83. Unele 
most of hia time in towo: he giva the doviny livel ia bis duganh until 


devulopament of his farm aud the sup- 
port of his family very little attention, 
He helieved that women were spaciittly 
crested for that purpose; ha studiously 
avoided interfering with any of their 
prerogatives ant nsuatly hal but one 
bnsy day in the year, ant that was elec- 
tion day, It generally took from two 
to five dullara te set him to leave his 
work long enmnvzh to vote. Oa the day 
of the second conuty soat election he 
fuiled te pnt io an appearance in town; 
his absenee from the corner grocery was 


1878 when he bailt a stose housa which 
Joseph Saum tore down a short time 
ago. A partition wall that Uncle Johny 
had lathe] with sailower stalks, was 
in a good state of prerrevatiaa alchon yh 
standing fonrteen years, His eldest 
danghter, N. Ellen Greaea, wis tha first 
bride in Norton crinty: sha wae tar: 
riedta Jamos Kinvaa Jnly 2). 1503. 
uother daughter, Lenna L W., Green. 
died Mareh (9, INT. aid was tha first 
person buried in the Nurton cemetery. 
Green sold ontin 1880, aud yyed ts 
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Portjand. Oregon; he afterward moved 
to Redding, California, and died there 
in 184), where his family vow reside. 
His eldest son, Charlie, married Miss 
Viola, daughter of John Price, at Port- 
laud, Oregon. in INSl: hedied of mou- 
tain fever im 1884; his widow after ward 
married Will Crawford, son of Ben 
Crawford, who was well kuown here in 
early diys, 

On election day in the fall of ise) a 
stranger from Missouri, whose name es - 
capos all our meruories now. bad been 
visiting sone relative here and wae tell- 
ing a story in wore thin dramatic stvle. 
Unele Johnny Green stool by and be- 
came intensely interested in the recital. 
He edged closer and closer to the stran- 
ucrand when the latter finished his 
story Uncle Jolamy without a word af 
warning or explanation bewan kicking 
the rear joint of the strangers trousers 
--kieked, and kicked. The stranyer 
withont making any resistence leated 
towards thedoor (this was up stairs in 
the old court house) and while Jolupy 
xicked. the stranger moved away. aid 
went duwnl the stairway kicked contin: 
uously—Johnny followed hiin stull kiek- 
ing wiila the nonioterfering bystanders 
were atru¢k with consternation, The 
atranger made a hasty exjt vit of the 
town and was uever heard of or sean 
here since. When Uncle Johany re 
turned he explained that the stranger 
wasan ol Missonri rebel and bieh- 
whacker whe did lint imjNTy 
vearsage aml Unele Jounny thet swore 
to kill him if he ever met hin. 
Bne the eharity of Joly get the Yuet 
ter of him aint instead of death insta: 
tanions, thought an upplientiatn ot his 
ditoher twelve boot sniticient ret ili 
tion far thy fermer injury, Meaty uf 
the present Citizens will remanded Tis 
episode in the peaeetul city. 

Clarles Bo Lowadt paroronne: bo daeewe 
settled) iu dims: EST! jist oust f Abeta: 


saliies 


mais 


his homestead papers are dated Aug. 15. 
1472. on the N W4. of SEH. and Wi 
NE: and NEP NWHE SUE Tis 
SR 21, aud according to the records 
was the = second homesteat — en- 
try made in Norlon county. Lough has 
heen unfortunate finaucially, sold his 
far, spent the money and now lives in 
renled property in Almena, a Leota 
juan always. 

Captain William D. Jarvis, William 
Jones nnd Robert Hutchinson came in 
July 1972. Robert Hutchingon was 4 
hrother of Mrs. Jarvis. he never took 
vp any lund; was badly ufilieted with 
asthma: be remained until 187% and theu 
returned to his eld bome in Hiineis 
where he died in s59!. 

William Jones took the land ow 
owned by G. H. Griffin, west of town. 
kuown as the Ishend. He was the first 
clerk of school district No. one, wid touk 
an active purt in voting the svhvol bots 
that afterward ¢ansed Norton so much 
trouble. A contract was let ta him to 
build a school house but it was never 
built; he salad ont amd went to Washing- 
ton Territory in 1880. He now 
in Porthend, Oregon, and is engaged in 
the limber basis. 

William D. Jarvis settle onthe Taud 
new owned by G, H. Grittin, east uf the 
Joues farm, or the Isiand. He came 
herein breken health cansed by hits 
acuy servive: Ne enlisted in Company 1 
7? Regiment Hliueis Infantry, Aug. 1. 
1862, at Lewont, Clark county. Htineis. 
asaprivate, but wns made nocporal 
cary in isd, Ue was inthe fallowing 
chyagements: Grand Gulf, Raymoud, 
Jackson, Black Kiver Bridge. Siege of 
Vieketuri, besides several skirmishes. 
alin Mixsiesippi, du the summer of 
1885 he Wis sent te Ohio ty raise sole 

ruts. At the tune Jehn Meryan 
hole his famens raid in that state. Jar- 
vis, necompanied by a small squad of 
volunteers, bedercepted Morgan in the 


resides 





t 


= 


nS eee 


ssuods: a bridge being washed away by 
a freshet, enabled them to conpletely 
autruund him. Morgan was surprised 
and captured and Jarvis was one of the 
foremost boysin the affray. and was 
one of the guards selected to pre- 
veut the release of Murgan by his 
friends. 

For bravery in connection with the 
vapture of Morgan be waa given a 
lieutenznt’s commission in the 13 Ohio 
Cavalry, but was s0ou promoted to a 
captiincy, He was mustered out in 
Ish as Major by brevet. He was mar- 
ried in June 1867 ta Miss Ella Hutehin- 
sun. itt Paszton, Minds. Jarvis 
lied of consumption Sept. 18, 1874, and 
was buried near their dngaut on the 
homestead: she left three simall child- 
ren, Eddie, Della amt Johnnie: after 
Mrs, Jarvis died Captain Jarvis’ mother 
kept house fur him. He was appointed 
postmaster at Norton Felirnary 11, 
INT? to sneceed W. B. Rogers, In the 
spring of INt4 he built the vld postoflive 
Inilding va the corner, afterward bien. 
vlin the great fies of 1886. Here- 
sigan the poeetoffl se in ch fill of PSTR, 
onaceeatef il health, He removed 

this wife's reinaina to the Norlea ceme- 
tery in October 1877, He died of cnn 
snmuption Oct. 20, x72 aud is huried hy 
the side of bis wifa, W. Bo Jones was 
appointed guardian Jor the children 

Jarvis avly daughter, Della, died in 
YS83 of xearlet fever, and is buried by 
the side of her parents, The two 
make therr home with W.B. Junes in 
Portland. Orezon, The youngast hey, 
Jobnoie. is attticte) with serofala and 
at last reports was uearly Mind Capt, 
Jarvis took ae active part br the organ 
tien of school district Newt. acl was its 
tirst directur. At the time the bonds 
were vated in [872 public sentinient was 
Givided as te the propriety of 

ESOL school hea. 
bntone child of schoetage ae the dfs- 
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trict, and shea young Jaly, viz: Miss 
Anua Jones, asister of Mrs. Billings. 
awl ahalf sister of Oliver and W. B. 
Joues, The opponsntsto the Londs 
were led by Sol Marsh aud Henry 
Oliver. Jones woald arguethat a big 
school house would attract immigration, 
etc. After the bonds were voted and 
sold end no schuol house built, Jarvis 
very inuvh chagrined at the action of 
his supposed friends, was very mitten 
humiliated to think that his pluns fail- 
ed; however, no blame was ever at: 
tached to himin regard ta the matter 
as every one considered that bis part in 
the transaction w24 jienired by bonest 
motives. TheG. A, R, bovs of this city 
named their post in heuer of him. The 
only mark thet designates the last rest: 
ing place of him or his family is a mr: 
ble slab furnished by a grateful govern 
ment to its Ulastrie 1s deat. 

Peter Hansen settled in this county 
early in N62; he took an active part in 
the organization af the county aud wets 
for some connty comunissiuner. 
He has lived singe 187+ at Logan: he is 
now on a year’s visit ty his birth plive ih 
Sweden, We cart write kis full bi- 
ography af this Gime fer lack of lata; 
lhe will be referred fe eatin, 

Tn Febraary i872. NEE Dilltugs eat 
here from Clow) county: he atiacece 
iwenced to make prapacstone te shart 
tewn and ugganign the county, Pe rea 
resented to (lolemean and Jim bal’, to. 
ooly settles hereat that ime. to be sc 
the lead of a syndicate of ¢ upitelists 
whe wonkd span their money liberally 
in bniblingg a city, we 
of over weaning vanity and sneceered 1 
convincing them tht ha was their Mas- 
es. lwa bistorieal sk-teh weitten by 4, 
LH. Sinimons aml pablished in rhe Nar- 
tou Connty Bee, (publistend by A, ys 
Harmer at Nortea) wu fer date of March 
12. IST, he says of billings: Abou: 
this time a long. lank spaciman of th: 
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genus homo made his appaarance in the 
county introdneing himself as Uol. N. H. 
Billings. fe was a character possessed 
offair education, some legal lore, a 
deal of egotism. and some Aeyree of 
cunning. Chiefly through his exertions 
the county was hurried into a decidedly 
premature organization. He formed an 
alliance at once with Coleman in the lo- 
eating basiness in which Coleman dint 
tho principal part of the work and Bil- 
lings eagerly shared the profits.” 

Billings returned to Cloud county 
about April 1. promising to return with 
tis effects which he did ahont the first 
of May. He hire! Sal Marsh, Chartes 
Hillsinger and Mott Weod to ass ist him 
jn bailding lis dnguut; this dugout was 
puilton the Island. They hna ouy 
worked a few daya when Billings an- 
nounced one morning that they were 
outof grub. Some one suggested that 
Shelby D. Reed had just came in with a 
wazon Joa! of provisions whieh he hal 
Durie (that being the vold storits? pro- 
cess of keeping gemb at thot enlightened 
age) on his claim and hal gone back te 
Gran] Island. Nebr. after another aed, 
‘tae whole party repaired al once aC rAss 
the creek to Reed's chum to hunt for the 
hilden treasure whieh they found with- 
ont much troable, They approprinted 
a few bushels of putatoes, Sours flour, 
meat and baced, ant returned te their 
work on the agout with the happy 
consolation that they were ut least ta 
fare well. About {his time the loys be 
van to call Billings Unel: Jesh, a sa- 
brigquet that apppureatly pleut hin, 
ied one that stayed with finiis lowe as 
he lived in the comnty. 

Billings about this time Jeu to ap. 
pear in his true characters hes Was Very 
indifferent as te Whether he peamunerst- 
ml Rewlerwis, Sol Merah carat 
Pilly that he had beer a party Ce ihe 
theft of Rees snpplics ant they uiist 
be replaced before Reed returned, sa i 


plan to replace the provisions Was aT 
ranged by sending Sul Marsh and Cole- 
man to Republican City for provisions. 
On this trip they met with what Sol 
Marsh ealled a wind fall; when near the 
head of Long Island they saw #4 bunch 
of buffalo, the first that had appeared 
thatspring, They succeeded in killing 
one which they sold at 5 ceuts a ponud 
ty Chas, MePhersou. a merchant m 
Lepublican City, who wes ¥ ell knawn 
in the early days. The money they re 
veived for this Coleman and Marsh di- 
vided, which gave Sol more nioney than 
lio had ever had at une rime since leav- 
ine New York. They vet urned with 
their wagon Joaled with supplies. After 
Billings tinistied lds dugout he returned 
teClowl conuty after bis family; this 
was abaut the 10 of June. promising fo 
return in time to deliver the Fourth of 
July oration: but the 4thof July came 
and no Billings. so tho few sattlers wav 
wer here proceeded to celebrate wita- 
out him, Judge Git-bon Helivering the 
pration, ag we said before, which proved 
the trath of the old adage. “When 
the emergency arises the nian appears.” 
Arthis very time without the knowl- 
ed:e uf any on? here. with the possible 
exespiion of Coleman. Billings was in 
Topeka trying to get tha county of 
ywanizud, 
He presented the followin s petition fo 
Governor Harvey on Jun3 21: 
STaTE oF KANSAS. |S 
Novos County. 653 
We, the un leraigned jrouse-holders 
nf the County aforesaid, and legal clee- 
tnrs OF the Sete nforesaid—do herehy 
infurw your Honor that Norion coun'y 
in the suite of Kansas emmtains at least 
Six Hunelrel actual residents, 10 the 
beat af our knowledge and b2li2h a vi 
we do recommend asa suitable person 
to take the census of sail couiy with & 
view loorgumlg ion. Mr Dc, Coleman. 
and we do hereby pray that said comity 
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J.H. Simmons. 
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Pete Hansen, 


C. E, Hillsinger, 
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be organized andthat S, W. Keed, 4. 
W. Beeber and J.C, MeGavren be ay- 
pointed comnuissioners, D, C, Culeman 
clerk, and that the county seat be lo- 
cated at Lillingsville: 

Thomas Brow. 
D. C. Coleman, 
C. Clumer, 

James Ward, 
Svlomon Marsh, 
James W. Vance. 
Fred E. Vance, 
Smith L. Coal, 
George W. Cole, Canuf Hooker. 
John Kelly, his(ximark, 5S. 2, Roel, 
S$. M. Miles. S. T, Rool, 
WM. Jones. I. Anderson, 
Seh Thornas. Peter Cockbury, 
Paul Jones. N. Hitcbeock, 


Marander Beeber. 
J. A, Gishwiller, 
Felix Wood, 

G. S. West, 

L, M. West, 

M. M. West, 
Bruce Ewmert, 
George Lainb. 


Fred Smith, N. Cox, 
M.R. Jones, D. A. Sounders, 
N.R. Wood, F. Dir. 


Jacob Dir. 
JG Guin, 
N Man, Henry Somes. 
Thos Smallwood, Thos Surith. 
Before me a Notary Public in aud for 

Gloud county. state of Ramdas, peteon- 
ally came Peter Cockburn, N. Hiteh- 
cock. and C. Cock, who Lemmy doly 
sworn says Uhat the above are the pen- 
uine mimes of the hon de-hul lers ani 
legal electors of NurtQiu county, stile 
of Kanens, ain) that these allints verily 
helieve that there are six hundred un. 
habitants in the said cagnty. 2s stated 
in the above meémoerinl. 

Peter: Cork vin, 

N. Prve eco. 

C, CooK 

Sworn qt subesyribed Oo this Toth tiny 

of Jone S72, 
jaiat.| 


IW Brown, 
C Cook, 


N. Ho Bins, 
Neary Public 
Thia petition comtained the Uenes of 
enly eight actual sertlers, amd) tleir 
Haipes Were tuten withont their knowl: 
vbre. This petite: was se defective 
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if, but Billings was not the kind of man 
to get discouraged: he did not permit 
trifles in the matter of numbers to stand 
in vhe way of hatching this ont usw full 
fledged county; so, without leaving Tope- 
ka. he prepared another petition whien 
he presented to the Governor on the 3 of 
July, of which the following is an exact 
copy: 

To His Honor, ) 

Jas, M. Harvey 

Gov. of Knnsis 

We. the undersigned, residents and 
householders of Norton county and legal 
clectors of the State of huneas, uv sul- 
emnnly swear thnt Norton county and 
State of Kausas contains at least six 
hundred inhabitants, and at least twen- 
by of said inbabitants are free holders 
to the best of our knowledge and belief. 

Davin TURNER, 
PETTER Day, 
H. H. Jousson his x mark. 

Subscribed and sworn tothis 3rd day 
of July 1872 before me. 

N. H. Binwtses, 
Notary Puodlic 
inand for Clond Connty, Kansas. 

Polluwing this was another patition 
to the Governor which reads exactly as 
follows: 

To this Honor. ) 
Jas. Mo Hurvey 
Croy. of Kaisa, 

We, the undersigned iuhabitants and 
honse hoblers of Norton connty, and 
legal electors of the State of Kansas, Re 
levine hat the abyve named County 
comtaiuse atleast Six Hundred Inbabi- 
tants and thatabtleast twenty af snid 
hilidutants are Pree Holders. Aud we 
deuhereby petition yonr Houor to Orzan- 
ize Sabl County by appointiag Shelly D, 
Itved, VIS. Beebernl Ko oS. Vance 
Connty Coumissiuners and David ©. 
Colenian County Clerk and that Richare 
M. Johnson be appointed te Take the 
Cynsns of Said County aud that tle 
county seat be located at Billingsville: 
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Oitis Catter. 
Janes Joues, 
A A Balk 

J J Jewrnison, 


& K Turner, 
R Fhompson, 
H tHnntington, 
i J Jones, 


Norman Rhe, CC Hay, 
Samuel Penney, Quimby Pell, 
Samuel Vineg, W Pell, 


§ Shurts, 
Arent Bailey, 
John Jarren, 
Joseph Jarren, 
D J) Reynolds, 
Dennis Taylor, 
J Russell. 

W G Willis, 
A A Letson, 
IL Davis, 

S A Davis, 


U 5 Sumner. 
AH Mapleton, 
Peter Davis, 
tH EH Short, 
-hivob Short, 
Amon Short, 
L Stanford, 
JS Peterson, 
1.8 Peterson, 
KE Kemple, 
5S Davenport, 
G W French, SS Davis. 
J Pratt, James Hart, 
Before ue a Notary Public in and for 
Cloud County, Kausns. Persoaally eam 
the undersigned wml says thai they ure 
inhabitants and Householders of Norton 
Wounty and legal Electors of the State 
of Kansas and that the abovs are pan- 
uing signatures of Honse Holders and 
Inhabitants of Norton Cowity an | legal 
dectors uf the state of Kansas. 
Davip TURNER. 
PitTER Day, 
H.H, Joussonx jig x mark 
Sworn to this 3rd tiay of July 1872, 
N_ UL. Bucutsas, Notary Pablic, 
It will be noticed that this petition 
does nut contain the name ofa single 
individual who ever lived heve: it is snp. 
jored that Billings secured these names 
bi the vieitity of Topeka, as to whether 
be forged theses names or secured the 
sipimetures ander seus misrepresenta- 
theuis net known. The Governor acted 
sUonceon this petition and onthe 3 of 
July appoiuted Richard M. Tohasen to 
teke the esnaue, Fulvase was purely a 
“Titions ehacueter, and if was always 
“Uhposed that Da Coleman had heen 
pointed as he did ‘the work. «and was 
tie only petson ever known here in @on- 
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nection withthe vensus. It is evident 
that he preferred to render to his raport 
under the sum de plume of Jonson, 2¢ 
wut that time there were not to exceed 
seventy five peoyile in the county, aud 
not overter who hid bsen here long 
enoughto gain & residc nce. 

It is interesting to ‘oak over the full 
census report sent in by Richard M. 
Johuson, whoever he iany be, and read 
the scores of namas wholly nuknown to 
Norton county people of to-day, or aay 
other day for that matter. The petition 
was headed by Peter Young. a veteran 
of 73 years, wid is closely fullowed hy 
four other Yoany’s of the same famity. 
One is amazed tosee the large nouiber 
of children in nlunost all the families af 
the pioneers. Foz instanue, Jacob Huif- 
wWime has a wife and ning children, 
There are uine members of the Bieber 
family. E,C. Town with u faonily of 
ten, John Kelly with nine children. 
Janes A. Thompson, wife and twelve 
children, Another productive faniiy 
of that early day is recorded ae follows: 
J.H. Simmons and Julia Simmons with 
the following liberal offepriug: Annie. 
Case A.. Sauiuel KR, Christupher. VWil- 
Hain K., Rinie, Silas. Ellen aad Mollie. 
J. HU. Sfinmons was nut even married at 
this time and waa never credited wit) 
the offspring named. Fruru that lis: 
way be selected many well known 
names as: J. A. Gishwiller. Oliver Jones. 
William Handlen, Janes Hull, We mB. 
Cie, DW. Mills, Ed FE Collins, John 
M. Price. Sal Marsh, Henry Vliver, Muti 
Wood, Tom Brown, Abram Louk, J. A. 
Newell, George No Kingsbury, Peter f. 
Mittan, Morris Atkinson awd others, 
bot most of thesix puudred and thirty: 
six names on the list never bhacame gen- 
erally knowu to the peopte af the coun- 
ty. 

With the forecoing evidsncas of pop- 
Watien the organization was sat on for. 

Coleman complete] the venius ia 
very short time, He wonbl goto the 
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settlers and ask them for the names of 
friends and acyusintuuves in the east; 
these he would pnt on the rollas actual 
residents af the county. In will be 
noticed the report contained the names 
of Oliver Jones ant Ww, BE. Handler 
althouzh they dil not ¢ame here for 
several years afterward, bat both had 
relatives here who oubtless gave their 
names; inthis way. aud by aental for- 
gery. Colemin. under the alits of Rich: 
urd M. Johnson. wade apa list of Peri 
dents which numbered 6:6, of which 
Ei never saw Norton county, This 
censta report was sworn to hetore N. i. 
Billings. a notary public for Clond coun 
ty. The report was sent to the secre- 
tary of stare and on the 22day of Au- 
gust the Governor issaed Lis proclama- 
tion organizing thecounty. The follow- 
ing is an exact copy of it:—- 
PROCLAMATION. 

Whereas it appears fro: the records 
in the office of secretary of state that a 
census of Norton conuty has been tiken 
and properly certified according to Low 
showing a population of over six lin 
dred injiabilaats, citizens of the United 
States. And whereas more than forty 
inbabitunts, free hatdersof Nertoncvoun- 
ly, have petitioned fer the appointinent 
of three county cotuutissioners up) enn 
special connty clerk andere i plags 
as the temypornury county sat of sci 
connty. Now, therefore, by virtue of 
the authority vested in meas Gevervor 
ofthe State of Kansas, fo James M. 
Harvey, have appointed and coamis- 
eioned the spectl county com uilystoners 
aud clerk asked for in that petitien, and 
do hereliy declare Billimesyille the tem- 
porary conuty seat of Nertan connty. 
In testimeny whereof 1 have hereunty 
anbecriLed my name and cause] to be 
aftixedl the eras seal af the State. Done 
at Topela tide 22 alug af Auen A, A, 
1672. Signed by 
By the Governce, Jamis M. Harvaiy 

W. HL Satarnwoon, Secretary of Frate, 





On the same day, August 22. 1872, 
Governor Harvey issued four other proc- 


lawations all in the same language. 


eich ane appointing separately Janes 
W. Vance. Shelby D. Reed and Janes 
Hall spevial cunsty ommissionsrs, and 
Davul ©. Coleman special county clerk. 
This completed the organization, and 
put Billings in a positim to goon with 
his schemes without yutside interfer- 
ences. During the time this Coleman 
was taking the canan: all the eettlers 
Were apprisettof tha fact that the county 
was about to ba organized: uuiny did not 
ive the scheue their approval, but few 
if wny offered any protest, Most of the 
settlers were voung inch whose iatmbi- 
tion was te seenre farms. They knew 
nothing of the legal forms reqnirel to 
organize the emuty. and none of then 
snppesedt that any fraud was being per- 
petrated, It was urgel with some ef- 
feci, after the killing ef Cross, that the 
euuity ovrhtto be organized. so that 
Lore thieves and other law breakers 
cauld be properly det with. There is 
aivhing sa porent in bringing about 
wart frien ship adtha canipfice of the 
warly settlers Their latch strings were 
always out: no man was ever refused a 
meat, or blanket ta slespon  4fter ar- 
tivir g here tbe stipgi: st Yankee soon he- 
emne a phihurhroyich It was consti- 
tions Hke these thal eusleld Billings to 
vain the canufidence vol the settlers; he 
deceived them by pretendiag to be their 
friew), Hetads tewering ambition 
for office, lut su faras known he never 
wpirel higher than te represent Norton 
county inthe Legislature, Seme  set- 
tlers think that at this time he dil not 
inteud to robthe county in auy way, 
bat that bis deviltry all came into his 
head afterward, Although Le hiul nade 
false acknowledgements, forged a ‘peti- 
tiun and assietal in stuffing the censis 
report, be looked mpor these as tritling 
matters which would eventually help 
him without injuring any cue. Henry 
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Oliver was one af the first to see the bad 
elfects of premature organization and 
soon after this tcok steps to disorgunize 
the county which will be referred to in 
the futnre 

Mail communication with this courtly 
was show in those days, eo that ib was 
not until September 7 that the eommiis- 
sions of the special county officers ar- 
rived 

The conuty cotumissiosers met the 
rst time on S ptember 16. at Norton, 
80 says their report. although the Gov- 
ernor lad designated Lillisysville as 
temporary county seat, Some time pre- 
vieus to this by agreement of all the 
settlers 610 acres of Janud where Norton 
now stunds had been set apart asa town- 
site for the purpese of making it the 
counly seut, The only plats furnished 
by the land office were in possession of 
Billingsand Colernan with this land 
marked taken. It went by unaniions 
consent thas tha town was to be named 
Norton; so when the Governor's proclu- 
ination cume calling it ‘Billingsville,” 
the apellation was entirely isnored by 
the settlers and by the evo‘nmissionsrs 
m their offie’al capacity. 

Billings hal songht to imimurtalize 
hisuame by giving it teths town, but 
when he found everyong opposing it he 
disclaimed any knowledge of the atfair 
amd said the Governor find given it the 
name without his knowledge or consent; 
this no one was able ro deny as no one 
here had seen tha petition. 





The comiuissionors  ofgunize by 
electing J. W. Vauce as ehairmiun. They 
proceeded to divide the county inte 
three municipal tewaships and three 
commissioners’ districts. The cominis- 
Soners’ districts were laid out at. that 
Hime practically on the same lines as 
ther now exixt, andduve never been 
naterially changed since. They nuned 
the north township Almena and tlesig- 
nated it n3 ons voting precinet, election 
to be heldin the aost convenient [daee 








Reuben Stevens informed us that the 
nime of Aimena had heen suggested by 
Ed Collins aud we so stated in a pre- 
vious chapter, but we have sings learned 


that the name originated with Mrs, 
James TIall, in Febrnary 1872, at the 


time preparation was being made te es- 
tublish a postofiice, Mrs. ball desired 
to vive if the nate of Alina for the rea- 
son that her postoflice in the enst had 
that name, but on investigation it was 
found that Kaneas already had a post- 
office by that name, so she gave it the 
name of Almena which is similar aud as 
far us known the word ‘'Almenn” was 
coined azfhat time. They gave this 
commissioner's distriet as number one. 
On motion Center towuship was inelud- 
ed in one voting preeinet. election to be 
held at Norton; this was called commis- 
sioner's district numbertwo. The name 
surgested itself as it included the ecen- 
tral portion of the conuty, Ou wotion 
the south part of the county wag called 
Solomon township, aul aus comission 
er’s district number three, Solomon 
township was se calind beeause ihe 
North Furk of the Solowon mop throu) 
it Tt was divided inte two voting yire- 
Cincts: the east half was enlled Selomen 
precinct, the west half was given the 
nmne of Twin Mound preciuet; the lat- 
ter wis so called beesuse the Twin 
Mounds, soutbwest of Lenora, were in 
the precinet. 

The comtnissioners etutexl the election 
should be held in these precinets at the 
most convenient pleve. They called an 
election for Septembar 24, for the pur- 
pose of electing county ofiesrs and le- 
eating the county seat, and then ad- 
jaurned, “xine die” 

A maas convention was called to niet 
at Norton to nominate a ticket: there 
was no building bete at the time, so the 
convention jet ab a sionspile where 
Newell's stavebil ling was afcerward 
erected, Abram GLoak was mia le ehair- 
Inan, (So) Marsh says for the reasea that 
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he was the oldest mau present) Ed. 
Newell was elecled secretary; Mr, Lonk 
was very illiterate aml apparently had 
never hal any experieuce as presiding 
oflicer: bat his unanimous rlection as 
chairman touched his vanity. He 
mounted the stonepile with an ar of 
coutidencs burn of egotirur, removed bis 
hat and delivered the follawing speech: 

“Gentlemen of the jury: We are 
now about io elect our next President: 
prepare vonr bullots!” 

This appeared ridiculuus tor the rea- 
suutbabihers wie tet cuough white 
paper in the crowd tosupply ike secre- 
lary, soa motion te naminite by accla- 
nuttion was agreed to. Leuk’s speech 
is still remembered by all who were 
present uni is efter referred te as the 
first political speech cclivered in the 
county. The ticket nominated that day 
was all elected. 

As there was no printing office here 
the ticket was written out it full by 
Billings aud Coleman ind set ent te 
the voting precincis. 

About this time D. W. Mills became 
disvati-fied with the orsouizaiou uf the 
county; he wos intormed by Billings 
that there was a lurge setrlemenut on the 
Sulumon. Gu the Shday of So ptember 
he started] over to the Salemen to take 
the acquaintance of ibis uiicuitionnt 
colony that be supposed lad lovated 
there, [le struck Une river lout twe 
wiles west of where Ednovart tow 
stands, and then started) east) lui he 
fuited to tind any settlers. Imt kite in 
the evening he came te Cie dageut of 
Pew Tlansen, Pete tebd hou there was 
Wesetiler ou the river idheve hito. He: 
ptavedt all night with Uensen: the next 
lncrning they opened the polis and. the 
ote 
sist ot twrevetes, Peter Hoanesen cd 
WilHieu MeCb-Thae. Mills i viteg as ote 
of the judges ef cleenton. The vate was 
recelved cathy iu tlie meorhaag ated the 
pedlls glosed at euce: Malis Chem wert 
Home iatime te vee at Almiena tle 
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same day, 

The eleetion in Almena township wits 
hell in Charies B. Lovgl’s dugout auc 
nineteen votes were polled. 

The rlection in Center township was 
hel in Heury Oliver's dagout new 
vere his house new stands, twenty 
votes were polled making a graud  totel 
of 4) vates na follow :— 

For conuty sent Norton received 3° 
votes aud wig declared thea permanent 
county sent) = There is anold legend to 
the eect that when the jickets were 
written and sent out thar Billings either 
liv ddegign or negleet Gmiitted the qnes- 
tion nf thelocation of the county seat. 
When the counmnissic ners met as a cai: 
vassing board they divcovered the amis- 
sion and declared iy resolutian that it 
Was the iutention of the vuters to lecat 
it at Norton, counted 8 vores for Nor- 
ton, und so credited it, Joan TIniailtes 
says he was tobi this in the early days 
hy men whe were present: but Henry 
Oliver who was here at the time thinks 
that Norton was written on the hailets, 

Although the emniy lad been divid- 
ed inte Chree diziricts use com urizsioners 
were elected at large. 

Fn distriet one Charles Brinton receiv: 
ed 4 voles, J, W. Vance received 36 aml 
was declared elected. 

Iu Gistrist two Abrant Louk receiver! 
Mf vines and was declared elected. 

la district three Henry Ganlon  re- 
ceive 15 votes, Peter Uanseu reesived 
YS aut was dechured elected. 

The euly two voies castin that) com- 
Missiener’s district at that election wer: 
cast for Gordon, but as the comuniszion- 
ers Were voted foc by al the electors. 
Uarsen got an iHegiul msajeruy, 

For conmty trensnre: [enry Oliver te- 
ceived 41: clerk istrict court. Sd Sharh 
ts sheri®, Janes Hall, 44: superinien 
dent uiblic instruction, NH. bilines 
received S28 votex mi tall were declared 
eleeted, Comaty survevor, DW. Mills 
received 2h Shethy Do Reed it: prebat 
eelyge, A Newell Ss: coroner, William 
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fiiblew 3i: resister of deeds, Sain New- 
ell, 24: county attorney, N. 1, Billings 
Shun al but Reed were declared 
electert, 

Billiugs qualified and held both of- 
fiers and bad plenty of time left to do 
ouier devilment, as weshall show fur- 
ther along. 

All the ofticers eleered at this time 
ualified awl performed the duties of 
their offices except Sal Marsh: there was 
no term of court during his term atnl 
ne litigation started, so la was never 
sworn im. 

There was no township officers elect- 
eli Solomeu towuship; in Alueua 
tuwnshio Jain Gishwiller was elected 
trustee, DW) Mills jasticwol tbe peace 
aml Geo, W. Cole coustaile, 

In Center township Henry Oliver and 

S. Th Reed were elected justices of the 
peace nud Qiiver haa held that office 
continnonsly ever since, Win. Lonk 
fue elveted trustee, Win, H. Hopwood 
lak, Jolin M. Prices treasurer, Mott 
Wood and Ab Wrager constables and 
Yow Brown roal averseer. 
, When the election lexrd met in Cen- 
ter township they diseavered ther dad 
wo bailot hes Sol Marsh remembered 
he lil a box thet his father bal made 
which he nsed tu keep trinketsin. This 
box was nade of ping ald nicely finished; 
stn Newell bored a hole in the top to 
rer-ive the ballots: during the day the 
key was mishril seo rhat it wats necessary 
to break the lock ta get the ballots ont, 
Sd still retains the bax in wood state. uf 
Peeseryaton for an heirloom. 

in Atugast 802 Newell brothers made 
Preparation te start a weneral sture lat 

there was no linihting here at that 

ne thes cane te the very boeieal con- 

Shon that they wanhl bsibl the eave 

“tere they « moght the bird. They em- 
eb Sob Marsh te take a dus to the 
Kirwin sawnill, tifty miles sistant, and 
ithe ditnetsion sentt for the frame. 
Vethe same time Ei. Newell lett for 
Vierell, Ransis. to buy the siding, roof 





23. 


and fluor, ‘They went to the grove south 
oftuwn on the kind now owned hy 
George Wallaesa and cut a fine cottun- 
wood log. On the 7 of September Sol 
started for Kirwin with this log and an 
Ox team. ‘This date is positively re- 
membered as it was Sol’s tweutieth 
birthday. Itis net improper tu state 
here that Sol was elected clerk of the 
court and filled the office of county com- 
nissioner by appointiuent for nbaut six 
months befory he wus 21 yeurs ul]. 

Before he gui to Lagan one of his 
oxen beeume affected by the heat so that 
he was compeited ty ieave inn le bited 
another ex fron Fred Deaver, a prowi- 
neut stock nan who lived near Logan, 
wud was well kuown to all the early s 
tlers. Sol pro:uised to return the us in 
geod gondition or pay 3100 for tim, 
Pledging the credit of Newell brothers 
in fullfiliment of the cuntraet, and pro- 
ceeded on his way. When about hiif 
way between Kirwin and Logan lis 
wayon pulled apart letting tle froni ei] 
of theloy drop te the grouml. The 
Nearest man tu hime was 15 miles so he 
cur sume poles te pry It up with amd ar 
ter working nearly all day succeeded in 
lowding it. Ile wenton toe Nirwin bet 
found the sawyer absent and the mill 
shutdurn. selhivl worked in a raw- 
mill in New York, and understusu run- 
hiug the saw, so he vot the engineer tw 
stare the mill aid he sawed the log. 

The engineer told him he eould have 
gotten as coal a log ou government bard 
within fonr mileseof Rirwin, a faet that 
Sol mul the Newell's hialentirely over- 
louvked, Sul returned tu Lagan with his 
lnanber but his ox was stil unable to 
travel: his hoofs came off wal he was en- 
tirely worthless ever afterward. While 
he was looking for ateatme te beings his 
liwhee home he met George Baekleir 
who bad settled near Lean. sol hired 
him te ann) his wacton bose. Baek tits 
while here on that trip selected the 
farina he now owas; he at ounce abalone 
lis clainivn ties Seloniin, returned her: 


———— 
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with iis family shortly afterward aid 
has remained here continuously ever 
since. 

The Newells built their store buiid- 
ing a little north of where the Rock Is- 
land stuck yards now stand; they fin- 
ished it and opened up a stock of gener- 
al merchandise late in Uctober; this was 
the first general sture opeued in the 
county; this was also the first frame 
building put up in the county. The 
Newell Bros. sold this building to John 
Storey Briggs in May 1878, who moved 
it te Reedtown, or Norton Center. 
Briggs about this time espoused the 
cause of Norton Center in the county 
seat contest, and at goce opened up a 
general store in this building a litue 
south of where Mrs, Samuel Sarvis’ 
farm house now stands. 

This was theenly building in Norton 
at the time, and court wasto meet the 
next Monday. Briggs and Keed hoped 
to wain n point in the caunty seat fight. 
which was then brewing. by compelhug 
the officials to bold court in Norton Cen- 
ter. They argued to their friends that 
it court was held there and Nurtun Cen- 
ter declared the county seat by the 
judge. that the friends of Nurton would 
ahaudon the contest; but on Friday Ed. 
Newell started out to get_a building. A 
log building was secured on the claim of 
Edgar Page, on land now owned by 
Emanuel Fisher. and on Suturday, Geo. 
N. Kingsbury, Jonn and Charlie Bieber, 
Unele Robert and Albert: Curry iil 
others moved it tu Norton; gy that on 
Monday they found it iu good sliape ty 
hota cuurt in. This buildiug was used 
fur many years asi hotel. und eut oo ane 
importaut figure inthe iistery of Nur- 
tun; it will bo referred te again, 
Briggs had obtained the old building by 
belding ont the inducement tat he 
soul pet neve it; so when he failed te 
getcourt held im) Norton Center, he 
nbandoued the town and in December 
moved the building. this time lack to 
Norten and put iden the lot whera Rene 
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& Williams’ meat market new ctands, 
The building was suld by Briggs to Part 
Cook in 1886, was occupied by Crane & 
Beuch as a drug stere in 1878, and it 
was burned in February, 1879. Aside 
from its being the first frame lmilding 
in the county, it furnished the uiaterial 
forthe first contlagration in the city of 
Norton, 

George Bukelaar was born at Goe- 
dereede. Holland, Feb. 20, 3835, came 
with his parents to New York in 1853, 
went to Trenton. N. J., worked for some 
time in Roger’s locatnntive worka. from 
there went to New York, where he 
worked for two years in the Lodi print- 
ing works, froin there he went ta Fond 
du Lae, Wis., where he was married in 
Iset, to Miss Mary Haftieger, She was 
born in Holland, Nov. 20. 1845. They 
had nine children, Jennie, born Fel. 22, 
1865, died in Dee., 1865; John, born May 
12, 1866; Nellie, barn July 5, 1865, died 
in Nerton county, Kansas, Uct. 14, 18Sv, 
In 1870, Bakeluar moved withbis family 
te Leavenworth connty, Kansas, lived 
fora time at Tonganoxie, worked on the 
rullroad. Mamie, his fourth child, was 
born there, she died of diptheria at Nor- 
ton, Oct. 22. 1880. 
he anoved to Phillips county. wear Lo- 
yan: evine to Norton that winter, On 
March 13, 1874, Cora was born, She be- 
ing the oldest daughter living, has kept 
house for her father and taken cxre of 
her vounger brothers since her mother's 
death, Wiltie was born April, 6, 1876; 
Linnie. July 22. 1878, died, March, 20, 
1x80; Minnie, Aug. 30, 1860; Maude, 
July 21, 188St. Mra, Bakelaar died Fel. 
20, 1888, aud was buried by the side of 
three of her childred in the Norton cem- 
etery During the hard times and crop 
failures, Georya naver lost confidence in 
the cuuntry, althongh compelled to go 
away and work at times for money to 
support his family. He now has 4,000 
bushels of surplus eorn, has me mort 
Guage ou his tarin. and is comsidered in 
culrforteble cireumstanevs. 


In the spring of 1872,“ 
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George Bukelaar wus born at Gue- 
dereede, Holland, Feb. 20, 18345, came 
with hia parents to New York in 1853, 
went to Trenton, N. J.. worked for some 
time in Roger's locomotive works, from 
there went to New York. where he 
worked for two vears in the Lodi print- 
ing works, from there he went to Fond 
du Lac, Wis., where he was marriel! iu 
1804, to Miss Maury Haftiezer, She was 
born in Holland, Nav. 20. 1845. They 
had nine children, Jenuie. aru Feb, 22. 
1865, died in Dec., 1865; John, bors May 
12, 1866; Nellie, born July 5, 1808, died 
iu Norton county, Kausas, Oct. 39, ast, 

Albany P, Rankin came here in Au- 
gust, 1872, settled on lind two niles 
east of Norton, new owned by Ed Row- 
ley, He was a Harmless old barlelor. 
his object in life, so far as outside ob- 
servers were able to decide. was. ta live 
out bis three score and ten years: he 
took no active part in any public entrr- 
prise, and is chicfly remembered as the 
owner in fee simple of Old Dan, & horse 
that is remembered by all the old set- 
tlers. He sold his land «and left the 
county in 1884. his present whreabeonts 
are unknown, 

Benjamin Rawlins came froin Rock- 
port. No Y., in Octaber, t8tz. He set- 
tled on the land kuewn as the Vance 
farm, three miles east of Norton. in An- 
wust. Iss2. A postoftiee find bert estab- 
lished with Billings as postmaster, tat 
no provision had been miade by the guv- 
ernment te supply it with mail: solu th 
falland early winter Rawlins was rut 
plovedl by the setrlers to carry the mnail 
once a Week fron Republown City. 
This he did on foot. oeensionally Iner- 
rowing John Bieber’s old nuire, Suse, to 
vile {In itt. he duet. what is kieewn in 
prize ring slang. wo serap with ©, te 
Page, in which Giross caine ot like 
Sullivan, secoutl lest. This record is 
noted here becaase in the history of this 
pearefal climate it wae the first fistic en- 
vounter Known i the veainty, lie left 











the qmuutry in 8T4. having proved pon 
his land. Some years afterward while 
Joet Simmons was postmaster he re- 
ceived saine lerters from a gentleman 
in New York who signed himself as Ber 
Rawlin’s father-in-law, ‘This led 10 « 
ineeting berween Ben and his wife, 
which oceurred iu Norton in 1877. This 
was the first Knowi here that Ben wae 
married, He deeded his land 10 his wife 
in lien of soe of herimoney that he had 
Yrevionsly spent: he then left for parts 
nuoknown and neither be nar his wife has 
heen heard from since, 

Henry Zitmmeruan and his san-in-law, 
Herhy Shaw. came frou: Adams enunty. 
Nebraska. in Septeinter, 1872, and set- 
ted on the Sappa., west of where the 
Devizes mill now stands. on what is 
known as the Tfacknev land. Ona Dec. 
7. W872, a sou was born to Shaw; this 
wos the first child bornin Norton connty 
and, in honor of the event, he was given 
the name of Clarence Norton Shaw be 
his grandfather; he now resides at 
Orden, Utah. It hns always heen snp- 
posed that Nate Kelly wus the first child 
born in the county, and we have su 
Ktated ino u previous ehapter. but we 
vive the above jnuformation as we re- 
ceived it from Henry Shaw, who lives 
ou Walnnt creek at this time, and is si 
onele to Clarence Nortan Shaw, Herby 
Shaw left bere in 187 and went to Scott 
county, lowa. he became insane mud was 
sent ta the asylani at Mt. Pheasant ain 
died there in 1884: his widow wiarrierl «a 
tan by the name of Norton, «ho re- 
sides at Sacramente, Cul. at this time, 
Henry Zimmerman left this country iu 
TS8t. he new hives on a ranch 
Oden, Utah, 

Adin DeMott aml Lambert Suyder 
cnme here frou Colorado lato in the fall 
etusta DeMete took the land where 
the village af Devizes now stands. As 
they came deen the Sappa, near the 
meouthof Reck Branch they suv what 
they By posed to beunedk. Snydersuot 
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wit Walled it, they soon diseovered that 
they bad hided one of Ztmmerimian’s 
borses,  Ziuituermian exacted of thew 
the dest berse they had, which they 
cheerfully pave to settle the erimina} 
eroseentian threatened. This broke 
their eain and was the reason assigned 
ly thein for stopping there and taking 
their hotexteads. Snyder rook land east 
of DeMort. he retumied to his old home 
in New York in the fall of 1873, ang 
die shortly afterwards, John DeMort 
was elected] cotmty comuiissioner from 
district No. lat the November election 
etisas, be lettin Augns'. 18.4. 

Ou Nov. 27, ists. use board met 
Commissimers Kingsbury and Hansen 
declared DeMott's seat vacant aud ap- 
feunted Lewis Logan to fil} the vacancy, 
who waa namedintely sworn in. 

Williaa DeForest came from New 
York ated settled en Che Sappa wo miles 
cantof Devizes. an the laud now owned 
by Mr Simmonds, he lefe the county 
with DeMote in August Isv4, and the 
Inst known of them they were in Silver 
ISume, Col, 

Albert Werager came bere from Iowa 
Se2 with Lis brother-in-law, 
Jobn M Priee. and Edgar Page, He at 
ence idopted the profession of bulfalo 
hunter, he wore long hair aud early as- 
sRuved the air of aranger: he was the 
vwner of a span of mules, Wick aud But- 
teu) which afterward were-usel for 
seme years on the mail route betveen 
Norton and North Platt. Neb.; he hist 

eeh aoubher und drew a pension for a 

fen shot weund through the chest, er- 
ceived an immt of Aulanta. He was 
-electel cugatubie of Center toWwnehip in 
1d.) and served for one year, After the 
bindu left le adenten the profession of 
a cowboy; he was the proud possessor of 
ie Riest ravenons appetite that ever 

Povertsaed this cnutrs. ln ia7d, ott 
«ten dallar wager with Sel Rees, Le ate 
Meouy pounds of batfalo meat anid 
drasx on gallu of Blick cotfee atone 








sitting; this feat he accomplished, in 7 
inutes. broiling the meat over a fire on 
a stick as be ate it, and according to his 
awn story, told yearsafter, quit lingry. 
He was a man of kind disposition. jov- 
ful and full of mirth (wheu he hada full 
stomach) but ill-vatured and could 
scarcely speak nbuvea whisper when he 
was out of meat, He never accuinulated 
any property, and when he left here tu 
1882. his possessions as fur as known, 
were a needle gun aud his histuri¢ doy, 
Bummer. 

George Waslnngton Wrager (familiar. 
ly known as Lise Diek} avd W iiliae: 
Uupwood cune in Septennber, 1872. 
Billy Hoyewoud was a relative of Edgar 
Page: he took the elaim west of Georgs 
N. Ringsbury’s homestead. afterward 
known as the Kalph Patrick land. He 
Was elected township clerk in 1872. alsu 
in 3873: he returned tu Towa in i874. 
Little Dick took the land suuth of John 
Al Newell's, which he sold to Charles 
W. Posson in December, 1873: he then 
look a homeatead on Turkey creek, the 
land known as the Spencer farm. He 
ppened x butcher shop in 1877 on the 
south side of the public square, on the 
lot where Mrs Roth's millinery store 
now stands. Hensel lis back yard for 
a slaughter pen. in the summer of 1879, 
the good housewives of Norton dix- 
covered an odour coming from the direc: 
tien of Dick’s meat market that bore 
sowe relation to carrion. Louis K-. 
Pratt, who lived with his family at that 
lime in the haw office on the corner. 
brought au action ayainst him for muatin- 
taining a nuisance. The  presidins 
magistrate, Peter McCrea, after sending 
aosinelling committee, with Henry 
Oliver as chairman, tu investigate, de- 
cided that the disagreeable oftiuvia 
complained of by Judge Peart were prob- 
ably caused by ths bad condition of the 
sewer which existed south of Nertoa at 
thattime. hi i880 and t8st Diek in- 
vested the eutire proceeds af his butcher 
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shopina poker gains, which was run 
nnder the personnl supervision of L. M. 
Shecburn. In i882. he found himself 
auiply able to leave the ‘own on foot. 
with the bappy consolation that no one 
here owed him a dollar, In the list of 
oid eettlers who have left here, none are 
raore hindly remewhbered and oftener 
maven ihan the Wrager boys and should 
ptovidence ever semi them this way 
they will find the lateh string of all old 
acymantances out, The last known of 
them, May, 1893, they ware in Wyo 
wine. enyeved iu the lucrative ocenpa- 
tion of trapping gophers for the bounty 
paid hy that commonwealth for their ex- 
termination, 

Thw firat Thanksgiving dianer in the 
county was given by Mrs, Jarvis in 
i8t2 Heury Oliver had been ont hunt- 
ing r conple of days before, and passing 
ty the Jurvia dugont with a will tur- 
key on his back she suggested that if he 
left it with her she would cook it for 
Thankegiving day, This he did, and ié 
was served in grand style, with all the 
neighbars to participite. 

JN. Cope was born in Marion county, 
ino, Dee 10, 18t8, moved with his 
Jareuts to Wisconsin when small. came 
to Kaneas in 1870. Married Miss 
Charity P. Cary in] Nemala comity in 
Jannary. 1871. She was born iu Broume 
soanty, New York, i: 1852. came with 
fer parents to Kansas in 1365 They 
have hal nine eluldren, Albert, burn 
Jan 8 1892, died Sept. 16, 1885, with 
‘phtherm:Minrence M , Oct 15, 1878; Ira 
BP. Nov. 22) iste, died Oct. 5, 1879; 
Moy.l, Qet 7, 1849. Chonde, Sept.9, 1852, 
hed Sept. 12, 1aSa: Inez E, June, 1883; 
Horrisan, dan 4, 1887: Bertha A., Sept, 
*. HS%, and Roy N. born March 16, 
t3b 

Kerurge Noah KRiuvsbury was bern in 
Neneses county, New York, Janwtry 1, 
st. )tis parents ipoved ty Lake county, 
fechana. in 14%. He was raised un a 
farms At tho uge of 17 he volunteered 


in company E, ¥th Indiana Infantry, 
served four years and twomonths; was 
inthe battle of Green Brier, Buffalo 
Mountain, Pittsburg Landing, Shiloh. Per- 
ryvil'c, Siowe River, Chickamaugua, Mis- 
son Ridge and Lleokout Mountain; 
served inthe Atlauta campaign; then 
weut with General Thouims back to 
Nashville and Franklin; was mustered 
out at Camp Stanley, Texas. Married 
Miss Catharine Bigher Aupust 27, 1867, 
They have two childred, the eldest Jei- 
nie Fannie, burn January 12, 1871, Ada 
Tnez. born January 4, 1873, she was mar- 
ried to Frank Bower Oct. 18, 1892 and 
has one clald, Vivian Arthnr. born Aug. 
2), 1893; they reside now at Colby. Kun- 
sas, Mrs. Kipgsbury was born Deveim- 
ber 16, IST, at Warren. Ohio. Georze 
Kingsbury bas always taken an active 
part iv politics asa Republicao; repre- 
sented Ins townshijas delegate in the 
county conventions of 1872, ‘Wand ‘T4 
and severni simes since; he is now fanu- 
ing in Noble township. 

o0hn A. Gishweller was born in Asb- 
land county. Ohio. February 15, 1941, 
He worked on a farm in summer apd at- 
tended district school in winter. He en- 
listed in company A, 88th Ohio infantry 
August 18, 1801, and served until Sep- 
tember, 1564. Hye thea took up the ov- 
cupation of farming. In $859, he moved 
to Neteha couuty, Nebraska; in May, 
1872. he settled in Nortoa county on tie 
land he now resides on. Hie has been 
wz successful farmer, was the first to 
crow alfalfa on the Prairie Doz, which 
has proven tu be a saucessful crop in 
this conntry; he married Miss Anna M, 
Howard, of Niinvis, Feb, 9. 1882, they 
have had three children, two of then: 
stillliving. Lonis N.. horn im 1859, and 
Nina P. in 3885. Dariog the counry 
seat cantest. Gishwiller was x Nortou 
nun, was elected clerk of conrt in 3872, 
but never qualified; has served his town- 
ship as trustee several times, and rep- 
resented it in many county conven 
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tions; he teft the republican party in the 
early 80's and became 4 greentiacker: 
was a nniou labor man in 1883; is now a 
populist. Although he has never aspired 
to public ottice he has several times 
been the nominee of bis party. 

Jule J, VanMeter. Baker A. VanMeter 
and Wallace Spencer came to Norton 
conuty ona buffalo hunt in the fatlof 
18Tl. November of that year fond 
them enmped ou Bow Creek southwest 
of Login engaged int trapping heaver, 
the buffalo havingleft. A party of three 
came:loug from some of tie casteia 
counties louking fer game expecting To 
get their winter's neat: they empluyel 
Julo ty go with them and kill some bnf- 
falo; they drove in west of Twin Mouuds 
in the southwest corner of the connry 
and there found buifalo. Jule deseribes 
then 18 one MIOVINE Tass. the prairie 
heiue black with them; Unis was about 
2 ocluck J. m, November 17, 1871. He 
killed four fat cows which they af once 
sebin to skin and dress the meal. The 
day was warnr as sumer, put while 
they were skinning the third cow they 
noticed a change in the weather. Sefore 
they got the fyarthune dressed they, saw 
the storm coming atid at once putled unt 
forthe timber. They lid hardly gut 
sturted wher the welves bepan tu howl 
whieh was sure sign of astern, before 
they reached the North Sebicien, ucar 
where Alnelo pustutlies is maw located, 
the nir vot thiek and heavy and snow 
beyan to fall. ‘She party had two 
wagons and forr hurses: hy the time 
they got their teams taken care wf and 
supper over Lt Was pitch dark and snow- 
ince hard, with rhe wind frem the north. 
weat.  Buteme waget eomtained bows 
rd caver, so all four men get inteat te 
sleep whieh nade A cle fit conal ering 
that they hal to feussin in there font 
duys with nothing to eat but raw meat: 
they were conpletely drifted) under the 
Yinst mornings; en the evening of the 
third day they dug out bat could tind we 


wand: on the fourth day they got ont and 
quade a fire and cooked something to eat. 
There was great rejoicing in camp that 
they were all ative, Some uf the men 
had frezenteet and handa, while the 
teams had nearly perished. but all were 
alive. Onthe sixth day they bruokecamp 
and started south in search of warmer 
climate, Onthe first night ont they 
camped abort 12 miles south west at 
Twin Mounds: they were complereiy 
lost on that high, blewk prairie without 
wood or waterand probably would never 
have known whera they speut that twis- 
erable night except for the fact that in 
the following swumer Jule found the 
bones of one of their horses that was 
frozen stiff. The next morning they 
startedruore dead than alive for the 
timber on South Solovion; it was sill 
cloudy the wind blowing and suow 
drifting. When they had gone about 
one inile Jule left the wagon to hunt the 
road: he had uot gone far when he dis- 
covered how useless it was and attempt: 
ed to retrace his steps but the wind had 
blown his fyot prints and the waon 
tracks completely fall, You eau imic- 
ine that here was n seared buy, for Jule 
nt that time was in his teeus and prac- 
tically without experience on the plains. 
This xnecording to his own stury, was 
the worst lime he ever experienced with 
no foud or arms except his skinzne 
knife. He spent two nights on the 
prairie ond on the third evening found « 
camp, good fire and supper, On the 
nestday he found his own canip an 
Bow Creek where he left Baker and 
Spencer: they were all right, or to put it 
in Lis kinguage, “were fat and hearty.” 
Jule never s:uw the buffalo hunters after- 
ward and hascompletely forgotten their 
inumes: he heard they got inte the tim- 
heridk right us they afterward sent tins 
his gun, Jule fonnd and pieked out his 
elaim on Elk Creek during this winter. 
snd alsa killed a larze buck elk from 
which in¢ident the ereek Louk its name: 
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oc rane down the nerrhsiope of the north 
Schanen. etapties ing at Lenora. He 
Jeactual settlement on the elnha in 
cheepring of 1872. but did uot file at the 
Uipteal Stites kind offiee until 1975: he 
heinade Nurtou county his homeever 
eace. He followed hunting and trap- 
ping mntil the paune left; he ther en- 
sazel in farining and stock raising 
vehich occupation he las followed con- 
boally over since. He remembers 
when Georse N, Kingsbury visited his 
ferchot EWS Creek in 18ta: aud claims 
tehuve kitbel the hist wild buffslo killed 
inthe wmemty in 1874, Tbe first settler 
Be over set in tie county was ot. N, 
Cope. in August. 1872; he was hunting 
es Teatn Which tual strayed away; he 
ane Hewn the Praizie Dog to Cope’s 
sot Mra. Cope pot him some dinner, 
wrteh he saya he will remember as long 
a¢tie jives, Sue served him up sume 
bt oeguce. the first he hod euteu in 

tates years Mrs, Cope way the first 
arte wean fe bad seen im (be comity: 
Tore saxuleo the firse meal ue liad ¢aten 
a tele iu many years. He learned 
from (seme that there were some settlers 
© Prarie Dog. although at Chat 

“me there wae but one weat of Cope’s 
for, lithe was well acqnainted with 
«lithe buttala linnuters, except Ame Cole, 
adiooeh be lad hunted tor days within 
‘he scunal of his yun, le never met hin. 
Aiene the names of the hanters that 
# “teh tutes is Charley Feast. John 
“ John Humphrey, James 
Vertes Milly Hilluanon, Jolin Kelly, Ab 
Wreser, Honk Gordon, Dau Castilo, 
Hey Street, Sob Reese. Ed O'Brien. Joe 
PautzCalifernia Jue) Sul Peak, Morg 
Hered Shelby 2. Reed amt Chas. Sto- 
eis ne «peaks hishly of Chas. Stowell, 
wee he Watons ofthe mest eongenfal 
“Ver met, aubeare ina wood 
‘eor and ready teste his part. lensed 
“omail Maynard ritle and wis a splendid 
sot Among his wany friends pone re- 
efetmsl lag death (whieh vccurred in the 
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Custer massacre) more than J.J. Van 
Meter. Jule rold his Jand on Etk Creek 
in t875ta Bill Harmen aud located on 
the Praire Dog in Atjust of 1876. He 
tudrried Celestia, daughter of Nathan 
Gray; they now have five children. three 
girls und two boys, Tfe never was it 
calulidate for any office and never had a 
law suit in bis life. Since the buatfulo 
grass hasrunont and stock does nor 
Winler without hay and grain he is keep 
lug his cattle in northwestern Nebra-ka. 
For the last year or two he spends most 
of his time with his stock but bis family 
remain on the home ranch west of Orc- 
nugus Which he, of coursecails Luine, 
In speaking of his biogruphy be says the 
most pleatant memories he has, run 
back to the early seventies durmg his 
eXperiente as uv huuter and trapper, and 
he hopes his biography will be read by 
his frieuds of the range and early set- 
ders with the suine kindly feeling for 
hit thas he still retains forthem, In 
the list of early settlers who came here 
When boys without property, none have 
accniaulated more property than he, 
although hy was bere during the bard 
mes aml crop failures and met with 
tany reverses and sliseourugemenis he 
hevnr lust hope and has at this tue stock 
and land enough to make bim wealthy, 

In July, 187, Jule Van Meter. Frank 
Van Horn and W. D. Street started ont 
ona buffalohnnt, Whenoen the divida 
northwest of Claytou they saw a samil 
Huuch of batale lying on the prairie. 
Jule feft the wagun to kill oue: he 
crawled upto within guu shot of them 
aad tired killing it. All at ones every 
spear of eruis in sight appenred ty turn 
inty an fodian. Tue Indians had the 
herd completely surrounded, was jusi 
ready to swoop down upon them when 
Jule fired, ‘fhey came from ull direc. 
tions, every ravine for railes arouud 
appeared tu be full of fudians on horse 
back. Trey sarruuued the herd and 
killed them all before they hal ran a 
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mile; they proved to be friendly Paw- 
nees, After skinuing all the buffaloes 
and dressing their meat they went into 
camp near where Jule camped on the 
Sappa, about ten miles east of Oberlin 
The next day they all remained there in 
camp, 80 dule got up a foot race with 
Pawnee Bob. Jule at this time thought 
he was abour the fleetest man in the 
west; he told the Iudiaus that he did not 
run for fun, so they wagered snine 
blankets against 4 box of Spencer cart- 
ridges. These they laid on the wagon 
seat, the Indians fearing Street as a 
stakcholder, and went back two hun. 
dred mid fifty sieps to start, the fudian 
in the meantime had felt of Jule’s mus- 
cles aud looked him over very closely, but 
appeared very coo] ani nuconcemed, 
Jule made a mark with his foot and 
asked the Indian to cone up and toe the 
mark, bat he simply motioned to Jule 
to goon, He was standing at this rime 
ten feet back with his blanket on his 


arm. In speaking of the matter now, 
Julesaid: “I thought 1 would take the 


conceil out of that ludian,” so he started, 
After Jule, whe was twelve feet in the 
clend had neatly reached the wagon he 
lavked back over his shoulder and dis- 
covered thar Bob was just behind, still 
careleasly currying the blanket over his 
arm. When within twenty feet of the 
wigzou the Luhan jumped by him dike an 
antelope and won the race. This so 
vexed Jule that be gut one of his nly 
spella (in fact Gross Pago rays) he 
was subject to them in esrly ditye) ant 
witted te fight. The Indian had an in- 
terpreter pretending they euuld talk oo 
Englieh, Jute hed iln down ou the 
grass, Lob was siting en the wagon 
longne About fifteen feet away. They 
Were qmarreling through the tuterpreter 
about wrestling. When dale call Paw 
bee Bobas—o of a bh the ndian with- 
out waiting for the interpreter te speak 
jumped on te him with une bound, 
gralbed Jule’s long hair, set one fout on 


his forehead and flourishing his koi fe 
three times in the air drew it across 
Jule’s throat from ear to ear. theu in 
stantly stepped over tou where Jules gun 
lay and stood upon it, Jule thought bis 
Throat wase¢ut clear to the bone as be 
sayshe pliainiy felt the knife yrate on 
the boue in his neck; he looked on eirher 
side of himself supposing his life bloud 
Wis spurting ont, wid it was some time 
before he discovered that he was uot 
hurt aa the Indian hat turned the back 
of the knife te the threat, Jnle then 
jumped up aml drew his knife. but when 
seeing Pawnee Bob standing on his gun, 
knife in hand swinging it with a treach- 
erous and Satanic smile, Jute weakrned 
Jule laid fur that Indian for some time 
intending to shoot him but be has never 
yet seen ihe day that he wanted to face 
him upon equal fooring. While Jule 
admits that other men have persuaded 
him te say—Don't shoot,” that Paw- 
nes Bobwasthe best man physically he 
ever met. When talking ofthis matter 
now, after the lapse of 2u years. be turns 
palo and shrugs his shoulders when he 
thinks of that knife being drawn across 
his throat. 

When the Pawnees passed through 
Norton in i874 on a buffalo hunt this 
same Pawnee Bob ran a foot race with 
Jim Kinyou which will be remembered 
by many people who were here at that 
time. Hewas probably the tleetest mat 
on feot that ever came through this 
country aud was never beateu so far as 
known, Jnle afterward learned that 
Pawnee Bob conld throw down in a 
wrestle or outrun any mau in the tribe 
of tive hundred Pawnees. 

Baker A. ViuMeter left bis Lome in 
lowa for Kansas vin Kearney, Nebraska. 
Ou May 24th he started on foot with 
thirty-flve pounds of baggage includ 
guy. traps and autinition. He reached 
Melrose as disinnece of sixty miles in 
tweuty-six hotrs; the next day he went 
down to the month of Turkey creek, near 
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where Naponee now stands, crossed the 
river at night, enurped with Gordon aud 
Castile. buffalo Lunters, A few days 
betore this the Judiars had made a ratd 
through the country and bad stolen all 
the horses the settlers lad: he crossed 
from there to Deer Creek. thence east to 
Cedarville where be got breakfuwst rhe 
fourth morning, At that time there 
was no settlers at Kirwin, and but one 
honse iu Cedarville. The next day he 
killed his first buffaloon Deer Creek near 
where Phillipsburg was afterward built. 
He was then luoking for Tle’s camp, 
faiiiny to find it he returned east and 
speut the balance of the summuer in 
Missouri:returned in the fall when he. 
Jnle and Wallace Spencer started from 
Gaylord np Bow Creek to bunt and trap. 
They made their first camp west of 
Sugar Louf mound, and was in exinp at 
that place when the famons storm vf 
November 17 of that year vccntred. 
whieh was partially descabed in’ the 
biography of Jule. They had ne protec- 
tion from the storm exerpt a Wwaron 
sheet stretched overa pole, On the sec- 
oud day they were our of provisions and 
birefooted, withsnow twe feet deep oan 
alevel. They eats beaver which the 
dog had rejected oue week before. On 
the third day they killed Two grouse: 
The fifth day was sy steruy that they 
failed to get a fire, so tuey sat cil held 
each others’ feet to keep Hien frei 
freezing, On the seventh day thes 
wrapped their feet in ras* ane startert 
te Gaylord, Baker froze his feet so badly 
the auails nll care ot. Shev tennd a 
hunter's cuiup, bought 24 Tes thant. ani 
returued to eump, Gn the tenth diay 
Jnle cune in as previewsly stated. A 
fey days later they moved West of Twin 
Aommls on Marsh Creek oa dard new 
owned by dela Linney. Sturtly after 
tanking cap here Spenest concluded le 
Id chong of huuting wml teappitcs and 
joined a party Gf bouiters w he Were iar 
iy past he weot to Towa where he mow 


resides. Baker and dele remained bere 
until April 1872, but were meny times 
short of provision. living for some days 
in Jannary on tke remains of a decr 
after a moutitain lion had made a feast 
ofit. Baker crossed the plains thax 
sritmer, returned to Iowa in the full. 
was narriedin April 878, revrned co 
Norton county in May 875, settled in 
Lente township on sec. 24, tawn 3 rue 
25, the same land is now owned by Jule, 
He bas five children all born iu Norton 
county: Chariey, born Decetuber 24, 1375. 
Prank and Mabel were born in 7877 aud 
1S7Y, Juvobin IS$t, and Dore in 2885 
He was elected Register of Deeds on the 
Leota vicket in J87G. served one term but 
never moved to the county seat. he 
moved the offiee to his dugout and wonld 
come down occasionally and attend to 
the business of the office. Ile built a 
siuw-mill in 1831, but the dry years of “8 
anil ’s) so demornlized the peaple thar it 
did nut pay. and it was allowed to go to 
ruin, Bnker went on his -lasc butfale 
nut in 2R0 with I, S, Hall. John Harker 
ani Jule: killed mine buffalo near the 
Colorade etute line: he has two robes yet 
from bultale killed ou that bunt, Ante- 
lope were plenty tur some yeara. Baker 
being a oud shot always had fresb meut 
while they stuyed. He was elected 
county counmissioner fu 1889 an vftice he 
tilled with distinction,served three years, 
was elected ou the Revubligam ticket by 
a yoolmajority, defeating the Union La- 
bor candidate 

Heawould bave been renoiunimted and 
vlected practically by seechunation in 
Istet but some of his friends started the 
story that he wonkl not ncceyt. so the 
convention nonsinated Charles  F. 
Hateher. He purchased the Jetn Wal 
lies mill 2) miles west of town in Jas) 
nil Lins opperated it ever since. 

The convention to ugminite county 
officers to be voted for at tLe general 
election of ISt2, met ut Noriu, Septens- 
lar 0. This date is positively renin: 
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ered by reason nf se prairie fire which 
mirned over nearly the entire county on 
that aud the fullowine day. Almena 
sent tour delesates: J. A. Gi-hwiller, 
b. W. Mills, James Hall and Jim 
Vunee. Center had seves delegutes: 
(i. N. Kingsbury. Skellie D, Reed, Will- 
wm Link, Elgar Page, D.C, Coleman, 
Willian Gibbous aml Captain Jarvis. 
This emvention was held in Newell's 
nnvompleted store buibling. Jim 
Vance wus elected chairmen and D.C. 
Coleurin, secretary. Solomon township 
Wis not represented, E-dlear Page. after 
the eanens. left ona baffele hunt. and 
nok jnesent. Shelby D. Rexd 
wanted to be neminated for the legis- 
aire: wheu he found the convention 
was in favor of Billings. he and Willi 
Louk went our; this left but eight dele- 
sates in the convention. but D. WwW. 
Mills says all the bystanders took Part 
aud voted. The tolluwiag sentle:uen 
Were nominated; Representative. N, 
H. Billings: county comunissioners, 
frst distriet, Jum Vance; secoud district, 
(ON. Kirgsbury; third distrier. Pete 
liansen: county treasurer. Betey Otiver: 
rouuty clerk. D. C. Coleman: revister 
ut deeds, Georya W. Coe: clerk of dis- 
trict ecurt, J. A. Gishwiller; county 
superintendent. D. WW. Mille: sherijf. 
Jumes Hall; probate judge, William 
“uhbon: county sarvéror, Shelby D. 
Reed; evroner. E. H. Collins; county 
“urner, No MM. Billings. It will be 
Neuiced that each delegste excent Jar- 
“IS received a nomination for sume 
“Hive, and Shelby D. Reed waa nomi- 
‘tel for snrvever after bolting che 
“Venton. aud publicly declaring his 
tention of ruuntwg andepeadent fur 
The Iegistature. Jarvis wanted a poini- 
Nation aud afterward ran indepencdint 
hr pratate Jndse. hat the nominee de- 

el bia by a vote of 48 te 1, Reed 
“eelved 17) wutes for represan tative, 
Hlings, 2a: the balanes of the ticket 
“ts eletced withuus Opposition, Phere 
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were thirty-fonr votes polled. all og 
which were cast for General Grant for 
president. Thomas A. Osborne for gay: 
ernor, Andrew S. Wilson tor judge. and 
f.5, Panta for senator. If there was it 
democrat in the ¢ yunty ab that time he 
either dil not vote or rhe canvassing 
hourd failed tu make an xecount of it, 
The commissioners met on November 
12 to canvass the vote and declare the 
result. By this time uearly all the set- 
tlers had latt; some had Hane wert to 
spend the winter hunting bnff do, others 
had youve east in search of feed for their 
stork, 1he fire previonsiy mentioned, jue] 
not lefr eqongh grass to be of wuy Valae 
in niaiutaimny cattle. ; 

Legiel Ford aud Wollian Harmou 
Gtine In Seplember 1872; they were 
brothers in law. Ford took the clan 
one ole south of Calvert at the mouth 
ot Wild Cat Creek: Harmon took the 
ladd south of Ford. Haraion avandon- 
ed his cliim in 1834 and lozawd on Elk 
Creek, near Lenora in the spring of 1875, 
on the Tule VauMeter bund: he sold ou: 
im 1875. aul left the country: he now re- 
sides at Port Robinson, Nebracka. Pard 
sokthislun tie (87410 Jia Stecis and 
tuovedk to Nebraska. he resides at this 
time at Evans, Colorado. 

Jobn Walter Bieber was born in Allen - 
town Pennsylvania. Marea 27, i442 
moved West with pirents: settled in Laley 
comnty, hidiawt in 1855: was raised on a 
fartinileamed Cie carpenter trade with 
his father: volunteered in Pebraary 1865, 
in campany E. 41 fw liana infantry: 
served until Septamimrouf that year. [fy 
was elected Trustee of Center townuskip 
in thespringof IST. and tovk the fies 
assessranut madeaf the township. Wu, 
Loak had bese elated to this offi 28 unt 
Sept. 24 UN72. bas never quditied; the 
hewnship was ie that time claven iniles 
wide aml thirty niles fous. Bier 
unde tbe asessinent of this Territory in 
six days, Ifis nly child Lewis wag loon 
Nuveiher 23, Iss2. i 
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Gov. J. M. Harvey. 


Gov. Harvey, whose face in vutline 

, yon see herewith, issued the proclame- 
tion organizing this eounty. He was 
borin Virginia. in 1835. and became a 
resident of Kansas in iM The 
acaptain in the fuarth and tenth cou- 
solidated regiments, Namsax volunteers, 
daring the war of the rebellion: was a 


Wiis 


member of. the Kansas hate in isos, 
nad again in TSG, and state semuter in 
1967-68, and wits governor of the 
weoeT2, amd United 
Slis 


stiate 


for two teruas, 
Staten senator from Ista te ists. 
tome is in Riley conuty, Kuusas, 
Morrison L. Atkineen atid bis brether- 
in-edaw Wan. Beker cane: trata bows in 
Septeurber 1872: Athaneon settle Lon the 
Jand new owned ly Wiliam Manelin 


jive niles east of Norton: he uwaied a 
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fine bunch of young cattle and appeared 
lO prosper for the first few years bat 
without any appareut cause he ecom- 
tenes] in INTS to wo down hill:in 1822 
he sold his fain and ecttls aul went te 
carrying mil; he snb-cantravted = the 
route froin Norton to Stibboleth from 
Simpson & Lockard, and carried it nntil 
1886. Baker touk the lawl] east of Atkin- 
sun: in the winter of i874 he was canht 
stealing Joshua Lienrance’s carn: he at 
onve lef the country and has ot leen 
heard fram since Atkiusoa mm ISsS 
inoved to Saticoy, Colifornia, where he 
now resides. 

John Kelly was born in Indians 
county, Pennsylvainia, Angnst 12. taxa: 
leurned the carpenter trade : was niarried 
to Nauey E. MeSweeny in September. 
TsON: vohuntered in September. 186], in 
Company K. 305 Pennsylvania Tnfancry: 
was discharged on accuunt of dis«hility 
in the spring of 1872. They have had 
eleven chiliren. the oldest, Zan. mar- 
ried Cora Green in 187%: this prove to 
be an unhappy marrisgve. they separated 
in iS80. Zan now lives in Washington. 
is again married: his frst wife and tw 
ehildren live with her father, Dr. Green. 
at MeCook. Neb. Frank. the second son 
was druwned in Castel-Pondre river. Wy. 
July 1.85, Archibald isnow on Toneu- 
iver, Montank, driving stage: Julin is 
nt Hik Mountain, Wyoming: Mary mar- 
nied Dick Vining, lives in Norton: Nani 
ismirried to. J. A. Kirkpitrick. a con- 
dnetor on the Rock Isla: Abizail. 
narried Willis Sarvis. lives at Norton: 
William was shot and killed at Carben, 
Wy. Seot. 1.1891, by Tom Hall whi 
is now serving aterm in the penitenti- 
ary for the crime. Kate was Lorn in 
Norton county, Mareh. WW, 1873. lives ar 
home with her parents: Daisy and Sadie. 
the two youngest daugliters, both diel 
Swlie Apr. 20, 886 Daisy May lo issu, 
uielare burcied inthe Norton cemetery. 
Mrs. Kelly was bora in Pennsylvania in 
Isat. 
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John Landis. 


from the only photograph itextstanee; taken 
oe hig ealisted in isdi.| 


John Landis was born in Alen county. 
Kentucky, October 2y 1827: he moved 
lowhat is known as the Platte purchase 
in Missouri in 1842; he volunteered and 
went vw the Mexican war in 1844: served 

ir dSinonths under General Zachariah 
Saylor: was in the battles of Palo Alte, 
1tsucade la Palina and Buena Vista; he 
eo reterned to Missouri. was married 
St. doseph in 18is to Miss Mary 1. 
Lang-tout, Eleven children were born 
‘wtiem. sax of them stl]l living. He 

ved to Doaiphan copnty, Kansas in 

“i: he wns elected to the coustitutional 

Wentigs that inet in Tupeka October 

4199 which afterward become knuwn 
‘UlUstery ag the - Topeka Cotistitutional 
* “lvention:” le was also representative 
‘mt Doniphan covsty iu the free state 

Stuature that was chogan under it in 

‘wlary that met in Topeka March 4, 

“This was the legislature that was 

‘yersed by United States troops unarer 

o-raiSunmer, Laudis up tothis tine 

' Sta Democrat but was elected to 
‘tay convention and levislature asa 
“tate man, 

What little information we have of 
‘Upto this time leads us to the con- 





clusion that he afliliated with the Doug- 
las wing of his party. He had no syin- 
pathy with the whigs or abolitionists 
but ratber leaned toward the free soilers. 
It is uacertain whom he would lave 
supported for prisideut in 1850, had he 
lived where he could have voted fr 
éicctors; but the presumption is he would 
have voted for James Buchanas, al- 
though at that time he was not pleased 
with the action of his party ou theslavery 
question. He voted for James H. Lane 
(democrat) who was elected as president 
of the convention, and later voted with 
his party against striking the word 
“white” out of the constitution, having 
been born and reared in slave states he 
felt friendly toward the slave interests. 
He favored the strict enforcement of the 
fugitive slave law; but was opposed to 
the extension of slavery into the Terri- 
tories. He recoguized in the ‘‘Dred 
Scott decision" if curried out to its 
logical conclusion a scheme to extend 
slavery anywhere the slave owner felt 
dispose to carry them. Douglas and 
his adherants in the north took the 
ground that the had effects of that de- 
cision could b3 neutralized by uofriend- 
ly legislation by cougress. Whileihe re- 
publican party uuder the leadership of 
Seward. Lincoln and Greeley, iusisted 
that a change of admiuistration was 
necessary which world uatnraly lead to 
areorganizatiouel the supremevourt and 
eveutually toa reversal of the infamous 
decision. Laindissoen found himself in- 
Valuntacity drifting toward the tepubli- 
can party; so Whea the National gam- 
pagn of 1860 was opened Landis was a 
radical republican and an ultra abolition- 
ist. 

Tue pro-slaveryites and border rofians 
heaped so nuiny indignities and wruugs 
on free-state 1uen uuder the guise of law 
which crimes were either sanctioned in 
advance or afterward coudonel by the 
terviturial officers, that Landis with 
thousands of other anti-slavery meu wa3 
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let toexclauim like Madam Roland *o 
Liberty what crimes are committed in 
thy name! Thus we find him at 80 veurs 
of age leading the fight to nbolish statutes 
and conditions which five years before 
he considered sacred to tne neople of the 
slave states. Landis was a man of 
Positive convictions: he never forgot a 
friend or forgave an enemy, and when 
his southern blood was fire] it was bis 
boast that he feared the face of no niin. 
It was these characteristics that made 
hitn much tronble and protably hasten- 
ed his death. Many a man who was as 
brave as ke but with more discrotion 
would havenvoided much of the trouble 
that he npparently courted, He enlisted 
August 3, 1661 in the tth Kansas Infantry 
Was soon promoted toa Quartermaster 
Sergeant. The urd and ith regiments 
were consolidated and became the 10th 
Kausas Infantry. Landis was placed on 
detached service with Col. Win. A. Phil- 
lips' regiment, third Indian, as Quarter. 
master Sergesnt and served with said 
regitnent until February 1861, then re- 
turned to bis old regiment, the 1¢th Kun- 
where he reinained until the expiration 
uf his tern of service Aucust 1Mid. 

We very mueh regret that we are wn- 
able to give 2 more extended account of 
his ariny service; we have written to 
some of his army comrgdes for data but 
up to this time have received no reply. 
At the expiration of his aruiy services ne 
returned to his family amd fann near 
Troy in Doniphan county where he re- 
ceived the plaudits of his triends and 
the execrations of his enemies: and bis 
Triends in talking the mureer over naw 
after tha lapse of SU years are nanble to 
decide which he enjoyed most, While 
we ate uuubleto enumernte the engage 
ments he wasin we heurd Col, Pinllips 
use the following remark in regard to 
hii in 1890, Whore the tight wis thick- 
est there could olin Landis be ford." 
In the fall of 1872 accompanied by Otte 
Marion Dannevik and Edward Huovec- 


sou he startel for Norton county: Octo- 
her 14 found thetn on the Solomon near 
where Edmond uow stands. After 
selecting their dlaims they returned to 
Troy to spend the winter coming back 
with his family in 1873, to remiuin per- 
manently, He and his sons at auecs set 
to work opening ont their farias: he built 
a two story log honse with a look-out on 
top and tonse his own sxpression “ua le 
preparation for war’ not with te ex- 
pectation that he was to have trouble 
wih his neighbors but to protect his 
family against posse! ble Indian raids. lis 
ability and comiaaniiag preaence at once 
Burhim to the front and made him a 
recognized leader fron the start His 
first trouble that we have any xeconat 
of dutes back to Jannary 1875: grass hop- 
pers had destroyed the crop in 1874, aid 
wus sent tothe sertlers during thse wiu- 
ter. George Hansen had b3eo designar- 
el to distribute it on the Solomon. Some 
of the setrlers became disatisfied with 
hig aduiiniatration of afftirs; on January 
20th Joba Landis, EB, BR. Worthington, 
ELS. Purviance and John Dunbar wert 
to Hansen's dugout, broke in and took 
what pid they had on hand and proceed- 
ed to distribute it in accordance with 
their own ideas of fairness. On January 
25 Hansen came before Henry Oliver, 
lnsvice of the Peace, and had then. ar- 
Tested On the eharge of burglary, Ther 
were bound over to the district court. 
Win. Simpson signing their bond. Han- 
sen entployed A. G. McBride of Kirwin 
to prosecute, Their trial cameon at the 
May term of the district eourt. Landis 
and others empleyed J. R. Hamilton to 
defend them, the jury failed to agree and 
at the November term the ease was dis- 
inissed by the county attorney. From 
this tine on Landis was in trontle con- 
tunousty; the friendship that bad ex- 
istedd between him and Worthiagton up 
tathis tie was brokea. The Cummings 
family, consisting of William Sr. Will- 
iam Jr. (thedoctor) James and Hampton, 
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caine from Virginia: they were radic i 
Jemocrats, Doc Crnimings bad been 
are’el bosl-whacker during the war, 
They and Landis forwed a mutual dis- 
iike for one another on first acquuintance, 
Worthington baing a Wemecrat at once 
becane a frignd to Doc Cammings anil 
cuntiuned an enemy to Lin lis. 

When the county seut fight coms on 
Lau lis was a Nortou man. Cummings 
aad Worthiugton with euual zerl es- 
pousell the ciuss of Leota. Open war 
was declare! betwaen thin, woaica ex- 
leaded fo their towashipan i scheul mat- 
Tn tha winwe af i472 Mannten 
Comimings was employed to teach the 
district school. John Lan lis as district 
treasurer refuiad topiy him unsil bis 
political diaabilities wers removed. He 
instinctively haced ademocrat while che 
Cummings were equally severe ia their 
dznunciativas of the repudlicins espee- 
iatiy Gnion soldiers. On Dec, 10, i874 
Tawtis’ oldasc yon, Williaa. warciad 
Miss Alice daigater o: Leoaord Fey 
who was a friend of the Cummings. At 
4nasi-repoblican caucus held at Major 
Daanevik's house iu the fatlof 1875 au 
stereatinvn ogsrrrad between William 
isin-lis aud Fry. Landis as oue of tha 
Jnlges refuiad tolztany dem9cras vose 
whichrulingexeluded Fry. During the 
ight pisrola were used - freely. Landis 
“het Pry inflicting a dangerous gcalp 
wouul, On November 25th Pry had 
hita arrested before Squire Oliver who 
anal hie over to court, CU. W. Powon 
“ad Capt. Jarvis stgaing tae bond In 
the district coart hs was found guilty of 
sssanit and fined $25. Juhu Landis’ pre- 
“u04 ucyuaintanss with Cuugressiuin 
Pintligs and other distinguished men 
ssiblekt him to vontrol the federal 
hatrounse of tha county. Ie was poat- 
‘Meter at Post Landis for two yenrs aud 
“i: reminder of the tims kept ous of 
Uiefrivalsin, In hig adtninistrativa of 
oli¢ affairs he tovk no pains to accu: 
‘andate or please his enemies; they inthe 
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nean time made him all the trouble 
they could In the summer of 1878 
Landis was appointed Justice of ihe 
Peaca; at the November election he re- 
ceived 26 vores Hampton Cummings 31: 
Landis refused to turn the offies over ta 
hin) claiming that he was inelisible. 
The county commissioners beiug insym- 
pathy with the Leota faction addressed 
the following inquiry in writing to the 
county utiornsy: “If Joun Landis has 
usurjed the oflice of Justice of the Peace 
is tt our duty to prosecute him? signed 
G_N, Kingsbury, Jerome Shepherd. A. 
8. Burroughs.” County Attorney. Thos. 
Beaumont baing a friend of John Liadis 
replied inths negative, On November 
3, 1877 Leolis bal BE.) Wosthing:on 
and Leouard Fry arrested charging them 
with threarentuy his life Heury Uliver 
disinissed Fry but Luun] Worthingtoa 
over to keep the peace, On November 12, 
1877 he made thesaiac complaint against 
T. E. Hendricks but failed to make a 
ease. Doe Cummings was taken before 
Squire Langford on the same charge in 
August 1878, who bound him over: 
Henry Ganly and E.R. Worthiagion 
signiug the bond, 

Inthe political conventioas betwen 
1873 and 1873 John Landis was always 
present as a delegate or contestant: he 
was chairman of several couuty couven- 
tions. Heand Tios, Baanmont repre- 
sented Norton coun'y in the congression- 
alevaveniiim beld xt Abilene in 1876 
and voted forthe renomination of hia 
old commander Col, Phillips. The frst 
congressional districs at that time in- 
cluded all the territury north of the 
Kaunas river frou the Missouri riyer to 
the Colorado ling. The same year he 
Went to ths sentiorial convention at 
Kirwin at the head of a contesting dele- 
gition; but Dr, 5 L. Green, the regular 
delegate was seated, He was the Nor- 
ton camlidate for connty commissioner 
in the third district in 1877 but wus de- 
feated by. A.S-/ Burroaghs, the Leota 
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candidate, by a vete of 115 to 143, When 
the county convention met in duly 1878 
toelect delegates to the congressionnt con 
vention Landis was defeated as delegate 
from his township: he claimed his defeat 
was accomplished by democratic votes 
and contested the question before the 
county convention; but the Leota men 
were in the majority and decided against 
him, After the vote had heen taken 
declaring Jerome Babcovk and Lish 
Worthington enritied to their seats 
Landis arose with the fire fishing from 
his eyes delivering the follewiny speech: 
“Gentlemen, Iam glad in kaow that I 
am in democratic convention" Then 
crushing his felt hat between his lands 
started for the door. Before wainy out 
he said, “J request all loynl reputdicnus 
to follow ine." Major Dennevik, Wm 

Hepler and John Diffenbach followed 
bim ont; at that time Capt Jarvis’ ear- 
penter bench was standing iu frout of 
where Peter MceCrev's drnz store stop: 

they walked over there and organized a 
convention. They elected Dannevik 
chairman and Diffeubich secretary: 
they elected Landis amt William Grant 
as delegates aad Hspler na] Jin Kin. 

yon alternates Landis aul Kinyon at- 
tended the couvemion. The regular 
convention elected Dr. Green and Jeroue 
Shepherd. The cougressianal convention 
met that year at Manhattan. Joho Landis 
broke the friendship of a life tine joining 
with the opposition te Col. Phillips led by 
Cy. Leland. They decided scainet Green 
and Shephard and gave the seat to fom. 
dis and Kinyoa, ‘This was very homilt- 
ating te Dr. Green and inne very bit. 
ter feelings. Doe Comnuin gaan) enry 

Ganily were both heard ta cay tat wis 
the last convention John Landis would 
ever uttentl, On the IN day of July they 
held « meeting at Worthinsted’s fini: 
there were present at this mesting E.R, 
Worthinyton., Henry Ganly, bor and 
Hamp Cununings. Wyatt. Langford. 
Fry, Evans and others who were lese 


Prominent. Doctor S$. L. Green presided. 
They ut that time organized a band of 
“Rernlars.” This organization was 
forined for the purpoee of driving Landis 
ont of the country: iris not believed that 
Dr. Green ever sunctioned the murder 
of Landis but joined henrtily in 
their efforts to drive him ont of the 
country, James Dunbar who had 
Intrdered aman at Meridian. Nebraska, 
and was considered an all-round tough. 
had settled on Big timber on the land 
uow known a: the Felix Metz farm, He 
wes here in hiding from Nebraska of- 
ficlals. but was apprehendea and taken 
back for trial. but again made his escape 
und is now in Texas. He was a friend 
of the Cummings and, of course. an 
eneny of Landis. He had on several 
occasions threateded tie life of Landis 
and Damnevik. Ou the nightof July 
1 Doe and Hamp Cnnunings and Lish 
Worthington set fire to Joby Landis’ 
wheat stacks and barn. — burning 
them ta the ground; they also fired five 
ballets intothe honse. Landis saw tien 
plainty and recogniz+d them from his 
lookout but he had no arms bat a shot- 
xnaatnd revalver and they did not come 
Within range, Shortly afterward Mij- 
Danvevik's stack yard was Duenedd. 
Froin this time on uearly every day they 
sent word to Landis to leave the country 
or he would be killed. He replied that 
he wonld meetthem on the open prnirie 
at any time or place and at one time he 
offered to fie¢ht thei all atone time, bur 
they bud na desire to meet him on e: tal 
frounds. On September 2. he wus called 
mato sarvey a claiin for 1 new arrival 
who tal been camped fortwo days ar 
Worthinzton’s place. hut tad inored up 
that day toa pointon the river opposite 
t Landis’ house. Just ns they urrived 
at tee wazon whieh steod 2 few yards 
fromitchunup of willows, the straager 
eiled Landis to tie rear ent of the 
wigan undpr the pretensa of showing 
him something: aa he turned. to go he 





7. 
Bs 








41 








was shot in the back from this bunch of 
willows; the ball entered his right hip 
and lodged against the +kin in his abdo- 
men. He was attended by Dr. Wilkin- 
son of Bow Creek and Dr. Crane of Nor- 
ton. and eversthing that medical aid 
eguhl do was done to save his life. Tue 
bullet thar killed him was exrracted and 
is now in possession of Dan Hart, clerk 
of the district court. He was bnried at 
his own request on the homestead near 
the house. A recent letter frum Frank 
W. Landis, the eldest son of John now 
living. indicates that he believes that 
Lheewigraub whu was gettiuz the sar- 
vaying done, was a purty to the murder, 
buat the probability ig he was not but the 
real murderers kaowing that he had 
Kone to get Landis to do the surveying, 
made rhe arrangements io commit the 
murder antl were lying in ambush wait- 
Ing an opportunity which came to them 
that evening, The emigrant at once 
left the country and was never heard of 
here until xfter the trial. 

During the suininer of 1879 J. W. Con- 
way with a couple of other friends went 
np from Towa iuto southern Minnesota 
teharvest. While they were engaged 
in a field of oats near Grand Meadows 
the binding became brisk, four men be- 
me employed to bind luxuriant oats 
ntter vn it} foot-ent McCormick reaper. 
One stranger among thein was seen to 
walk alony loiteringly and when they 
Were at dinner Couway questioned him 
ahoat his methods of binding with so 
tach ease. It wasexpliined and learn- 
ed. Theconversation led to their former 
‘anuts, and wheu the stranger said 
“Kansas” it was a boml of farther conti- 
‘ences; bat when both claimed Norton 
‘“unty as their homes—the stringer 
“iddenty become auum. In talking 
“autiously of Norton county niatters the 
“ranger with much hesitation referred 
‘ the Landis murder. Conway had 
bowen taking the Nurton --Advanee” and 
knew of the Landis killing. Finally the 


stanger gave his name as Benson. he 
was the inan being located by Landis 
when the latter was shot. Benson re- 
vealed the secret that he was a witness 
escaped in fear of bis life; that all the 
bonds or laws of Kansas would never tuke 
him to Nerten couuty 43 a witness in 
behalf of the state—if he could prevent 
by hiding. Benson deseribed the shoot- 
ing fully; that she man who fired stood 
up, his head and should-rs in full view 
amoug some willows; ant that after 
firing he walked away slowly, sideways, 
with his gun across his arm watching 
the wovement of the aicn about the 
camp Wagon Where Lundis fell. He 
gavea vivid description of their own con- 
sternution. and of the inurderer, but 
hever his name although known to him. 
Landis had been telliug Benson of his 
troubles and that a battle wight ensue 
atany time. When the shot was fired 
Benson feared that he would be killed 
tOO, 80 not a move dil he make until the 
inurderer had yone ont of sight. Ban- 
son has not been heard of since. This 
ought to dispel the opinion among the 
friends and relatives of Landis that the 
emigrants were in collusion with the 
murderers. 

Landis was shot on Mouday atd p. mm. 
and died Wednesday at 7 p.m,, being 
50 hoursafter receiving the fatal shot. 
J.E. Morris (coroner) came to Norton 
and euupanelled the following coroner's 
jary: W. P. Crevlin. E. Fisher. Dey 
Smith, Joun Ditfenbach, Joha W. 
Beiber, FP. M. Duvall. He took the 
jury to Landis’ house where they viewed 
the remuins. They then came to Nor- 
ton and spent three days takiug  tasti- 
inony. The jury brought in a verdict 
that Landis hud been shot and kiWled by 
parties unknown to them but recom- 
mended the arrest of Doctor William 
Cumtuings and Henry Gandy. 

On the evening of September 7 Wil- 
liam Kepler made couiplaint in Henry 
Oliver's court charging Doctor Cum- 
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inings and Heary Gandy with the mur- 
der of John Landis. On the same even- 
ing Maj. Dannevik made the sane 
complaint against E. R. Worthiugtou 
before Justice McCrea. The warrents 
were all promptly issued and placed in 
the hands of constable Sol Marsh. On 
the afternoon of the 8th Marsh arrested 
Worthington at his house; he then pro- 
ceeded to Logan accompanied by Eric 
Johnson and the prisoner. arriving their 
after dark. He proceeded to Gandy's 
house and arrested him. He then went 
to the Ferrett house with his prisuners; 
here he met Sheriff Jack Corsrty acd 
Deputy Sheriff Pat Conurty. Sol turned 
Gandy over to Pat. who cane ta Norton 
with him that night: Sol rem:rined there 
that night aud brought Worthington up 
the next day; he turned the warrant for 
Cummings over to the sheriff, who pro- 
ceeded up the river. accomtxuierd hy 
Eric Johnson, to make the arrest. 
They slept that night in Lanyferd’s 
straw stack expecting to surprise Uhe 
at day-break and make the arrest, but. 
when they came to search the house in 
the inorning, Cummings wits net there. 
They then retnimei to Norton. Worth- 
ington proved an alibi aud was dis- 
But Hirtle attention 
was paid to his case as it was not 
thought at the time that he was the 
guiity party. Gaudy’s trinl was con- 
tinued from day to day until Septein- 
ber 27. He was represented by A. L. 
Patehen and 0. C. R. Randall. of Stack- 
ton. Connty Attorney Thornes Bean. 
wont was assisted in the prosecution by 
J. R. Hanilion, L, i, Pratt and M, Ww, 
Pettigrew. The trial lasted until (dete. 
ber 3, when the cuse was disinirsed on 
motion of the conuty ateurney. for the 
luck of evidence, it being his ovinion 
that inere evidence contd be abteined 
later on. intending te Chea re-arrest fain 
and bring him te trial, 

Over one huiulre | witnesses: were ex- 
gmined, but it seen became Apparent 


that the band of regulars, previously 
spoken of, intended tocleir him tf false 
swearing would do it. On the murving 
of September 10. Jack and Pat Covarty 
went tn the Solomon after Cumuiiags. 
On their arrival at Laudis’ house ther 
foun ont that the regulars had leen 
fortified for two days at Worthiogton’s 
houce bat to prevent the arrest the 
Reynlars had moved np to Conkey’s and 
stayed one night Dut afterward re- 
turned and were at that timeat Lang: 
ford’s. 

The sheriff deputized all the men he 
could get and prueeeded iv Langton’ s, 
Dut when he got there no trace of the 
mob vould be found, but the sheriff's 
posse soon learned that the Regulars had 
started for Leota where some govert- 
ment aris were stored to be used in the 
event of possible Indian raids. One of 
the Shields bors.who gave the sherif the 
information, sid there were 65 of them. 
The pheriff andl posse started for Leota 
to make thearrest. Ou the higa divide 
south of town tney come up to then; the 
Regulars refused tosnrresder Cunmings 
to them hot after some purleying, which 
occured wiile they were driving along. 
they agree to surrender conditionally. 
They drove into Leota; the sheriff took 
churyze of the government arms. The 
Rezulars asreed tusurrender Cummings 
if he conld beseenred from being lynched 
and promised a fair trial. 

I. N. Cope and J, W. Langford come 
to Norton and secured an ayreewent 
from J. BR. Ubauilten, William Simpson 
und WE. Case that Commings should 
not be mebhed which was certainly the 
intention. As spon ag this was known at 
Leota Cummings caine to Norton with 
sheriff Conarty, acecompanierl by the en- 
tire bund of Regulars, They went inta 
eanpsanth of tewn uear where Tom 
Suook’s Vlack-mith shop now stands, 
They sent mnt word that they would 
patrol the town that wight, aud did put 
a gnard around Bill Roger's house where 
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sue of the state witnesses were qnarter- 
el. Lut Charley Manus, who was a 
friend of Lardis. and wis afterward 
innrdered by Wyatt, said that there was 
te be no patrol. He and Rogers also 
ordered the guard withdrawn from the 
stone hotel which was prompctly cone, 
Tne Regulars rewained here until Gandy 
was discharged. Canuning’s preliminary 
exninination was teld before Squire 
Oliver on Sent. 28, and was completed 
aml the prisauer discharged for lack of 
evideuce on Oct. #, 

Dating all there wials the Regulars 
“Were present armedtothetecth. About 
fifty colored incn. friends of Landis, were 
sO In attendance to see that the mur- 
derers did not get away unfairly. 

Landis ax ‘deputy survevur located 
these culured peuple. and because Landis 
Was @ personal friend uf Old Joha Brown 


in the border warefare, they 
fairly lionized Landis. Fer these 
reisons a deadly contlict was hour- 


iy expected. Connty attorney Deau- 
mont wis assaulted in the night of Sept. 
“0, after being in court managing the 
Prosecution until midnight; he was 
struck in the buck with a reck and con- 
siderably stunned; he fell in his tracks 
where he was fonnd by some friends and 
tuKen home, the assailants Trnhing away 
ielieving they had bilel him. He was, 
however, able to be at the trial next day. 
‘uu the sume night Mr, Lombard a per- 
seual friend of the Squire anda member 
vf the Regulars warned Justice Oliver 
to be very curefal, as bedily harm was 
‘ntemled agninst him. 

In May i840 M. W. Pettigrew, then 

vnty atturnes, bad Di, Cummings ar- 
fested upon complaint filed by O. T. D. 
Ia Rue, because of the discovery of new 
‘vidence, In La Rue'’s allidavit before 
“shece McCrea, hesays: While he and 
Dr. Cummings were sleeping under a 
“gon in Kirwin, Cuwintnys said to 
wm “Il killed Join Landis!’ When the 
‘rial caine on La Rue did hot appear; 
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however, Cummings was bound over to 
the district conrt, and Noah Weayer 
with Doctor Green signed the boud. 

It wus supposed that the bundsmen 
were afruil to jet Curmmings get out of 
their sight as they kept him with them 
at Leota pendiug his trial which enme 
oo in October 1380. ‘This trial oceurred 
before Judse Holt and the followiuy 
jury: F. M. Snow. Granville Sheley, 
Jack Rhodes, Renben Hoover. J. R. 
Thompson, Philip Michaels, D. A. Blue, 
E. B. Blue, L. M. Miller, E. Breece. H. 
C. Fellows and J.D. Cacter, 

Eight of these were eld soldiers and is 
was thonght by the friends of Landis 
that a conviction wascertsuin. Butafter 
a deliberation of two days they failed 1o 
agree, standing eizht fur acqnittal and 
four for conviction being. Rhodes. Miller. 
Carter und Hoover. They were dis- 
Granville Sheley 
in speaking of the matter with the writer 
now, says: “‘Commings was doubtless 
guilty. but they failed te prove it.” 
Snow thinks at present that the foot 
prints made ainong the willows. an im- 
portant matter of evidence durin: trial, 
could not have been made by Cummings. 

The defense was ably conducted by 
Randa, of Stockton, G. W. Stinson of 
Phillipsburg and L. H.Thompson. 

Pettigrew was agzisted in the prosecu- 
tiou by C. Angevine Of Maukato, Jolin 
R. Hamilton and L. K. Pratt. rae 
prosecution had woven a strong web of 
circitnstantial evidence aronud Cun:- 
mings bat the Reguiars were always 
present and to use L. K. [ratt’s expres- 
sion, ‘‘would outswear the state's wit- 
nesses.” 

The best living witness of the killing 
of Landis is Belle Maxwell, who now 
resides in this city: her story now is 
siven to me as follows: She was eouk- 
ing for Fred Barlow who hada iat of 
nen at work building a sture, The 
campers mentioned before had their 
wagon in front of the store. Wher tho 
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shot was fired Belle went to the oor to 
lonk; she saw two men stauding in the 
willows and the gun smokiug. When 
Loudis feil at the rear end of the wagon 
all the men ranaway, Landis ealletl for 
water Lut no one went near him, Belle 
took him a drink wiileall the men told 
lier not to go as she wonld be shot. 
When Landis drank he told her to send 
foradoctor. She said, ‘Send for Dr. 
Commings " ''No.” said Landis, "he 
is the son of a bb that shot ne.” 

They sent then for Dr. Wilkinson. 

The men then seeing Belle sa brave 
weul Latdis aud toah the 
bouse On a stretcher, Belle saw the two 
men plainly, and when Landis seid tn 
her that Cummines shot hin, she {aakod 
again and saw Dr, Cumntings and Huoak 
Gandy. Sbe is certain about them, and 
u farther incident was Dr. Cumminizs’ 
dog was with hiton, adoy she knew per- 
feetly well, Soa it is a certainty 
Cummings shet bim, Belles mother, 
nis here, told we nnotber incident; Dr 
Cumminus who wa- 8 sinnll ren xn 
wore a number four shee, bormwed his 
brother Hampton's beuta (larve size 
too) and wore them that afterapon This 
she heard Virginia Cunmmigyes. wife of 
Jim, say. 

On the night of September 6, 187, 
Jack Conarty. Erie Jobuaon. Rote. Hand 
len, Bi Jones, Olver dunes Jina Kin. 
yon, W. E. Case, Nout Canmbeurs, M 
Fitzpatrick, Nat) Baker aud about 
others took the two Vaile boys, Conrles 
aod Wi'tlinm, adbewn tothe voive south of 
town, Jntending ta intimidate Ubeni mite 
telling who tired the shat. The boys 
called as wiinesses before the coroner 
were special friends to Cannings aq 
Candy, and atthe seine tim were on 
frirndly terma with Lanidtia A cope was 
put acound *heie aecks niet Chey were im 
formed Sf they dhd mot tell they would be 
bang. After they head teen drawn ug oo 
n Embtwice. they told all about ll, They 
wfated that Comaings threed the got. and 
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ion was ruled out on the trial for tbe 
resson it had been gived under duresa. 

Vaites now deny that they ode any 
confession, but they oave tloubtless for- 
rotten as several men live here now wher 
stom by und thearsdthem = Maay eircium- 
Slances equally as elrong as the anes 
twenrioned in favac of Canurings’ guilt 
were brought out during the trial 

At the following term of court the cass 
was disinissed thus ending ane ef the 
most exciting murder (rials that ever oc. 
enrred in Westero Kansas. The band of 
Regulars soon bruke uc and shordy 
afterward feft the cauntry Tunimiiogs 
wentto Washington terriiery and was 
injured there same yeats aga by a (ree 
falling oo him, sherty alter which he 
was killed in a saloon during « drunken 
lrawl. His wife, a daughter of Albino 
Cox. murried Wesley Drew and naw lives 
inTowsa. The last heurd of Gandy be 
was in Chevenne county inthe real estate 
boasiness. Lish Worthiagten went te 
Arkansas where he died. Wyntt wus 
sent fathe penitentiary for life for the 
mutder of Charles Manus and Uns eince 
died. Langford abainduned bis wife, 
weut to Salt) Lake, became a Mormen 
and mow is reported to have jour wives. 
Hump Cuunnings lives at Movtrase, 
Colorado, isan lovalid aMlictedl with an 
aberre, Leonard Fey went with bis 
farnaly ta Coloraubs in (23 be afterward 
abuadoned his wite, come back to Nor- 
tan qudoty, sold bia farm aod eloped 
with Aann FitrzGerabl Her father ful- 
lawed Fry with the imtentiea of killing 
him. [Et was repurted that he tad suc- 
ceeded, butthe report was auver coa- 
firmed. Mrs. Fry now lives at Dilisn, 
Colorado, The Landis family buve all 
moved away. Mre. Landis moved to 
Cilorada in 1882, ehe naw resides at 
Mintuca; her two youngest children are 
with her, Willium, the oldest hay, sep 
urated from his wife ducing these tranbles 
nid went to Frio, Texas where he died. 
‘his wifeafterwatd married Martin Shiebi 


rank. W. nyurricd Miss Belle Maxwell 
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Jan 1. 1878: they afterward separated. September i871: settled first in Republic 


They tad one child, Jessie Maud. born 
July #1880. She and her child who is 
now the outy Landis tn tis country live 
in Norton, Frank resides at Brener. 
Kansas, Henry S. is an enyineer on the 
Creat Northern. R R:be lives at Katispell. 
Montana, Riebard is x conductor on the 
Chicazo and Northwestern and resides 
ut Boone, Iowa, Emma. the eldest 
caughter,is married and lives at Mintnrn, 
Colorado 





C. D. Bieber. 


Charles Darney Bieber was born at 
Allentown, Lebigh county Pennsylvania. 
December 2. 1939. Moved with his par- 
“uta to Trumbull connty, Obio, m 1841: 
hurned the carpenter's trade; moved to 
Litke county. Indiana in 1854: was miar- 
ried to Eliza Fulsom August 8. sy, 
“cuuteered in November 181, in com- 
“ony E ninth Ivliaaa Infantry. served 
tite years and three months: was in 

‘ttles of Green Brier. Fort Washing. 
ten aml Shilod: was mustered out at 
Tudianapolis. He came to Kansas in 


county Lut came to Norton county in 
1x.2. They have three children; Charles 
Leonard was born July 4, 1860. and was 
married here April 11, 1886 to Ellen 
Hule: they have two children, Ray, his 
chill, born January 4, 1887; Bessie born 
April 4, 18yt they reside on a farm 
in Grant township. 

Carrie was Lorn December 27, 1864, 

Thomas was born October 18, 1866; he 
married Eftie Vanusdel February 23, 
18u1: they have one child, Ira, Lorn Oc- 
tober 6. 1892. Thomas lives ou the home 
furza at Calvert with bis parents. 

David Ezra Stevens was born of Yan- 
kee parents in Clymer, Coautauqua 
county, New Yurk, May <6 18%6. When 
six years of age he movel with his par- 
ents to Ruck county, Wisconsin; received 
@ conmimon school education; taught 
school in winter and farmed in summer. 
On September 16, 180) he enlisted in 
the 13 Wisconsin Infantry, at James- 
ville, Wiscousin. His regiment wus 
sent to Ft. Scott, Kansas. in the spring of 
‘62; was stationed at Lawrence. They 
were then orderel to New Mexico to 
quell au Indian outbreak. When they 
arrived at Ft. Hilly they were ordered 
back; they were then on garrison duty 
at Columbus, Kentucky, and Fs, Henry, 
for nearly one year. They went from 
there to Ft, Donelson where they ar- 
lived Feb. 13, 1863 but were too late for 
the fight. They were then guarrisone! 
at Donelson and Stevenson for some 
time. He was iu several skirmishes but 
in none of the principal battles. He 
was then placed on detached service in a 
convalescing office. was afterward sent 
home on recruting service: in 1864 was 
for awhile in the oflice of the topograph- 
ical eugitees at Nashville where pe re- 
mained unt:l the expiration of his term, 
November 19, 1804. He moved to Ap- 
lington, Butler county. Iowa, in 1885. 
Ov March 37, 1867 he wis married to 
Miss Surah Aun <Aplington: to them 
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were bora four children. Gerace. Ada. 
Edwin and Kate. all of them are now 
living in this county. 

Wiih four comoanions he arrived in 
Norten connaty December 4, 1872 He 
stupped with his brother-in law. L. A. 
Aplingtor, oa Elk Crask in tae uorth 
eust corver of the caumty. They then 
weston a hufalo hunt, went as far as 
Decatur county. Thev then returned 


to the head of Big Tigiber ereek about 
10 wiles suuth east of Norton where he 
Here they 


now resides. fonnd four 


D. E. Stevens. 


fonudations Jaid for hienses: ote by Pete 
Flansen and one by Wa. Mel lin: the 
haines of the other two are vow forgot: 
hat their 
eliims lind been lecated ou June loa. so 
thes dizeovered that in two chiys their 
six anouths woulti exptre as this was 
December #3. They these two 
Mays in lowkings for eoreres tee Toth 
enwme and no one caine Geeks che laud 
so they threw aside their etaikes ami 
fourmlstions smal made s€itictiett cn tle 
Jam but were unalde te oat Ghequunbers 
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ot the land so they then re‘nrned to El‘: 
Creek and Alf. Aplingtou went duwn ‘0 
within five miies of Republican Ciy 
borrowed @ compass and chain ef a Mr. 
Whitney and returned. They found a 
htarting point ut Morris Atkins ant 
chained south eight miles one bitter cold 
day and corre to the N. W. corner cof 
sec. 3, town 4, range 22. a part of which 
he subseqnentiy entre. This branght 
than to Christinas, and for Ciristimas 
dikuer they bad wild turkey rozsted. 
Again they returced to Elk Creek and 
wrote to the Lind office at Ciwker aud 
ontamed a plat of said fuwnship—4, 22, 
No bands being taken in this township. 
he started on his return to Towa. At 
Cusker on Jan, 15th he put a soldier's 
filing onthe Janl upon whieh he now 
resides, On Jnly 13th of seme year he 
Waxy bere with his family, uo settler 
nearer than Tom Atteberrs’s on Cactus 
Creek, six milesavay. After spending 
afew duys ou his cliim in Jaly 73 they 
Weatover ty visit Alf Aplington on 
Elk Creek who returned with them July 
31, Jt was near sunset when they gut 
heme und as they came down frow the 
Mivide they saw severe hundred buifal. 
about one mile west ¢f Steven's place. 
Alt, wentup to get oue: he succeede.i 
and they drove up with the teai tu ger 
stehof it as they want-d. The country 
is quite rengl the moon became ab- 
secured by iutsiug storm, so they came 
back without tinding the laffalo, it was 
sO ark and tne coontry new to them. 
The coming storm was very threatening, 
so they drove duwn into che timber at 
theonly point possible and turned aronivd 
to be ready to drive ont again: this at 1 
o'vieek in the eveniug. It is necessary 
to say that the bunk at their right hand 
~—as they drove down— was abrupt. ts 
or 20 ft. duwn to water: at their left the 
gronnl sloped yeradually down to within 
ord feet of the water, Having tarned 
aruuml they stool headed toward) this 
abropt bank, on a point net mnch lirger 
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than uece-sary to turn around apon, and 
th rear emul of the wagon about (0 feet 
from the creek. The storm soon burs; 
» hard one. and lasted the balance of the 
night Inthe morning the creek had 
raised so as to bickwater bus a little 
over the point. They drove ont in the 
morains und fouad the hraifulo and ent 
ont the liams, brought them iute cainp 
and had agood bre+kfast This fits: day 
of August wasa beantiful day. Ther 
then Legan the work fer which they 
ceme—cntting lags to mukea cabin. At 
exening itugain Joohe. like a storm, and 
the timber having so well protected 
then: fran the wind the previous night, 
they atin drove down and as-umed the 
sane position. Stevens pntn large limb 
under tie hind whee's of she wagon nil 
set the brake; tied the teams to tke hiud 
wheels. Some Jtor 12 feet behind the 
Wayon siond a water eli about as large 
usa stove pipe. their wagon had the top 
tex witenal to wake better sleeping 
room, The rear epening of the wagon 
cover hid bean Teft ss laree as possible, 
lovive hirge ventilating. and was closed 
when neen<sary by adropeurtain. They 


2Went to bed with no apprehension of what 


afew brief honrs would bring, Mrs. 
Sivvens and childrea, Grace and Ada. 
five ad four years respectively, and Ld- 
Win, thirteen months old, sleyt in tho 
wagon, aud AB and D. E. atuler the 
Muon. At ten ininntes before two 
clock it began io sprinkle rim Stevens 
“otintethe wagen. Thestorminereased 
Sith sreat violence and ina very short 
time Alf. called to Stevens that he was 
heing drowned ont and that they must 
eet Aunie und the children ant from 
there, Stevens gor out dazed and his 
Wif+ passed tha girls out to Alf. xho 
teak themin his amnus and startel far 
Aaher ground Stevens helped his wife 
ant tabe on, bit could not get away 

mithe whithetrees. The water came 
ver that bank as it would over the 
chute of adam. Tt washed hia wife un- 





der the wagou tongue, By superhuman 
efforts he pulled her up and hhel;ed her 
inty the wagon again. He paase.l quick. 
ly to the rear amd cut the horses’ Liulters, 
and they swam to Ligher ground. He 
then climbed on the top box and held his 
wife on his knees. ‘The water soon ran 
over their Japs. “and rannine just leneth 
wise of the wagon: it backed up and 
exugat one vf the horses between the 
emiof the wagon and the small tree 
mentioned above. He examined the 
tre+ with his right band through the end 
opening of the wagon cover, with a view 
of getting into the tree; it was too small. 
A sinali branch. not as thick as lis wrist. 
Wasim reach. Mrs. Stevens seized it. 
holidny ihe babe in her lett arm. He 
#vaspel around the tree with his right 
arin, the wagon shook viole: nély; swung 
wronnd and was gone. 

He realized in a moment that he conld 
not long sustain that strain with one 
arm. so hetwined his limbs around his 
wife and out hia other ann saronnd the 
tree, she clinging to the hraneh aad the 
babe. Day break comes early the ist of 
August, yet all this bappenel seennugty 
a pool while before day brezk. The 
storm did not begin tl nearly 2 o'clock: 
he looked at lis watch aud there is no 
guess worl abong it. 

Nothing heard from Alf. and theviris 

They clung to the tree. floating as a 
broy The water riftled over their faces 
aud with difficulty they kept from = straa- 
gling, At tues his wife thouzht the 
Dade was Gend The rant bad ceased 
and the water receded slowly. Just 
afier dav break he heard Alf, calling: 
he was itl a teee abouts feat from them 
amb bad both girls. 

Soon iffer this his wife fonnd that she 
could toveh the ground with her feer, 
and then they stood up antil they eonl 
wade ashore. He cbaferd her and the 
babe a few moments and then went ta 
Alfsrelief. The logs and branehes that 
they lad cat the day before had formed 
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adrift upon which he reached the top 
of the tree in which Alf waa, standiny 
on on® foot all this time in the fork of 
the tree, leaning against the trank and 
holding both girls: but few could have 
held out as he did. Brave. strony man. 
the savior of the children! When Stev- 
ens got to him aod reached up fram the 
driftas high as he conld Alf handed 
ther down by the arm, and he carried 
them totheir mother. Alf said he had 
not gone beyond the wagon tongue when 
he was washed off his feet. Whea he 
arose to the surface he hal lost one of 
the girl end was fighting for tis Hfe 
with his one hand. He siruck this tree 
and had barely got a position therein 
when he heard the lost one culling for 
her ma amidst the surging waters and 
roaring tempeat! This was Ada, Homer 
Curry's wife. He called to her to hold 
on and he wouldcome. Duarkas Erebus, 
Nothivg could be seen; only go liy hear- 
ing and feeling. He placel Grace, 
George Hubbard's wife. astride in the 
fork of a limb of the tree -nd fuld her ta 
hold on, he would get Ada. she said she 
would fall. Hesaid,"thald onor Vl throw 
eo in!’ Thus he left Grave and went on 
the drift sn quickly formed anil gat Ada 
and took her to the tree aul helt them 
until their father arrived. Adu ssid she 
struck a log and beared on it and it heid 
her np. 

Every thing they hatin the way of 
clothing and provision was swept sway, 
In the morning they causht the team, 
hitched up te the wagon and started for 
Anlington’s, attired in what Stevens 
calls their grave clothes. | They arrives] 
at Juhn Kelly's place gear Almena inthe 
afternoon, but the Prairie Doy river waa 
80 high they contd not eruss, They nad 
1o walt there until the water went down, 
Kelly was away ona bunt atthe time 
and Stevens did aot weet bine until long 
oftecward: bnt Mra, Keily aoade thea 
weltame and loate:l Cem appropriate 
cluthing for immediate devistidls until 


they could get over to Aplingions. 

In July 1875 he deeded this place. whic: 
males him oue of the oldest tax payers 
in Norton county. His first tax receipt 
was given Sept. 10, 1876 by C. W. Posson 
as sheriff of Norton county. 

His wife die.i Sey tember i874 and was 
Luried on the homestead: her reiain= 
were taken up audinterred in the Nor- 
ton eemetery in May 1893. 

April 19, 1876 he was again married 
to Matissn Ann. widow of I. C. Butler 
an okl soldier. They have no childred. 

When asked about his political ven: 
teres Stevens avid: 'T havea no disno- 
sition to a‘lvertise mny defeats:’ but ad- 
matter be had been a camlidate for the 
legislature before the Republicin  pri- 
mitrv in INd?, at the time Dr. W. W. 
Smith was nominated. He was twice a 
candidate for Register of Deeds before 
Repulyviean couventious but failed to ger 
the nomination aud to uve his own lag- 
guage: "When Tasked fur breal they 
give me a stone.” He has always tuken 
au active interest in politics and bas 
reoresented his party in nearly every 
couvention held inthe couuty. He is an 
abte and vigarous writer, aul has been 
a correspmident for the Nortov papers 
for inany years and contrary tothe nsual 
custom always signs his name to bis 
insnuscript, Heijs a close observer of 
public events and a feariess advucate of 
what he beliaves to be right. He lets 
the Remnblican patty in 1890 and has 
since been an Alliance man or populist. 
In It he was a delegate tu the con- 
uvessional conveniion at Colby that re- 
nominated Win. Baker. He also repre- 
seuted his patty inthe judicial conver:- 
tion at Oberlin in 3893 thar nominated 
ALC. T. Geiger. His name was pre. 
setited to the popnliet county cunventien 
for Register of Deeds in 188% but his 
party saved him from defeat wt the polls 
Uw ononinativpg Lonis f£.  Recister, 
Stevens was the first sernal settler in 
Sand Creek township: he established the 








pest oftice at Hedgewood, gave it its 
name and was postmaster for many 
veers. 

The widow Aplington, D. E. Stevens’ 
mother-in-iaw, and her son Alph caine 
iu 18323 and settled on the head of Elk 
Creek in the north-east corner of the 
county. They kept a raneh there where 
freighters used to stop in the early days; 
their place was known as the most hos- 
puable between Norton and the U. P. 
RK. RL The widow died theresome years 
xo and was buried on the homestead. 
Alf now lives in Almena in the employ 
of the Rock Island RoR. Nathan W. 
Aplingion came with Stevens; he put a 
saldier’s filing on lind adjoining Lim but 
when he enme hack in 1872 soe one had 
jumped his claim; he afterward settled 
in Paillipseounty but now lives at Elgin, 
Union coaunty.Oregon. Erastus W. Ap- 
ligton came in 1874: he afterward mar 
ried Mixs Miilie Wiley of Lonuy Island: 
te now livesin Colorado. G. G. Codner 
cane trom lowa with Nete Apliugton in 
1873; he lived for a time in Philllps 
county, was back in TIowe fora few 
years but now resides in Alime:na town- 
Ship. 

Davild Wood Mills was boru in Dela- 
wate connty. New York. Dec: 13. 1819; 
Was raised on a farm aud received n 
ramon school ednecfition: left New 
York in 1642. settled in Hnron county, 
Ohio: worked on a farm iu summer aud 
tanyht school in winter: was wiarried in 
1443 toa Misa Sarah Ann Cook: two child- 
ten were born to them. Eugene Darwin, 
nhIM4. aml Arba Keiser. Jau. 1, 1800, 
Heenine to Nebraska in 180t, sectled in 
Senna couuty in 1867. came to Nor- 
‘an county, accompanied by John Gish- 
willer. and setiled May 7, 1572, We 

We previeusty stated they enme in 
wtenber, which we correct here. Mrs. 
Mills died in Neiaha county, Nebraska, 
“enutember, 20. 1872. She was accident- 
‘Iv kitted ia cane will: Mr. Mills was 
here at chetime and did not hear of ber 
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deal nil two weeks after her burial: 
the muil facilities were poor at the rime, 
Republican City being his nearest post- 
olice. He was again inerried in Ser 
tember, STK. to Miss Sarah Luthern 
Wilsun, at Huron. Ohio; Miss Wilson 
Was au old acquaintance and scbeul- 
luats, To the were born two chillren:- 
Luthera, born June 20, 1877. and Wal- 
ter, Oct. 6, 1879. Mrs. Mills died Dec, 
46, 18-5. is buried in the Alweua ceme- 
tery, Mr. Mills was twice elected 
county surveyor and once as county 
superintendent. 

As soun xs Billings bal heen installed 
as county superinienlent in Sepiember 
IST2, he proceeded io organize sehool 
distriet No, One which inelnded sixteen 
sectiuns, Cominencing at north west cor- 
ner of seu. 28, town w. rane 23, known 
as ths Cirieb farm: thence east tour miles 
ty Poo Mathew's firm; thenes sont 
four miles tu Tramasn Fuller's farna: 
thenve west four miles te El, Rhodes: 
thence north to plics of beginnins. 
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Captain W. D. Jarvis was made director, 
William D. Jones clerk und N. H. Bill- 
ings treasurer, No one biasiany recoilec- 
tion of their being elecred and it is sup- 
posed that Billings as superintendent 
unlawfully ajpointed thou, The board 
then called an election tu vote $8000 
bonds to build a sthaol honse. The 
election was beld on Friday, November 
22 at Jarvis’ dugout, This dateis pos- 
itively rsmembered by Perer Mitta as 
his wite and family bad arrived the Mon- 
day before, Twenty votes were polled: 
those voting in favor of bonds were D. 
€, Coleman and wité, W. i. denes and 
wife, N. H. Billings wife aud her sister, 
Miss Nana Jones, Samand lid, Newell, 
W. D. Jarvis wife und wether. 

Heury Oliver thinks Jolin .\. Newell 
voted but Cal Newell says he did nut, 

Those voting against the bonds were 
Henry Oliver, Soi Marsh, C, E. Hillsiuger 
Shelby D. Reed. Moti, Wood and Tom 
Brown. Charley Stowell and Bill Lenk 
were both against the bonds bat did net 
yet there intimeto vote, Their votes 
would Fave defeated the mids as the 
law at thattime reqnired a twoethirds 

“vote inthe affirmative. Peter Miutran 
and wife also went up ta vote lint the 
polls were ¢lesed Lefore they arrived, 
Henry Oliver acted as one of the judses 
of election but bas forgecten wlio the 
other inembers of the board were. They 
had ne ballot box so the tickets were 
thrown intes bat: they had ue election 
clerks, no record of the voters wi kept. 

The above deseriprion of vets is 
given from the memory of thus. who 
were present. 

{i appears that Uiauk hhonds had al- 
ready been prepated and as soonas the 
polls were vhosed and tbe resal: lechared 

Sillings aud Coleman trowshe ant the 
houds forthe sigaatnres af the clad 
bourd. amt Joues signed the 
bends iu blink cas they afterward stated) 
Dillings sucyested tit they ahenht be 
issned iu denominations of :00 each se 
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thirty bonds were signed by Jarvis aml 
Jones. Early the uext morning Jarvi« 
came to Oliver's huuse aud said Billings 
hal left with those bonds. He borrow- 
e] Oliver's piste) anil started after him, 
but failed to find hius: Jarvis returned te 
Narten next day and wrote to Mr, Weir 
at Coneardia thar Billings had lefr with 
bonds signed in blark aud requested that 
the people be votified uf the fact. {il!- 
ings arrived in Coneordia in due time 
and suld 82000 00 worth of bonds to Dr. 
Lodge taking a bunch of cattle in pay- 
Inent, 

billings returned to Norion wilh tue 
ecuttle and it scon becoine known that he 
had disposed of the bonds. Tris le dic 
unt deny and said be thoagh« as distriet 
trensurer he hada right to invest tle 
funds in any way he chase xy his bouds 
were goud to the district for the sate re- 
turn uf the money. These bonds were 
afterward transferred toa Mr. Carnahan 
of Clond connty. and by him sold to the 
stite treasury. On Jaunary 3, 1876 suit 
was brought by A, ME. F. Randolph. At- 
torney Greneral, against school district 
No. 1 fur $2000 and ayainst distriet No. 2 
(Ahnens which was tot organized at 
that time) for $1000, These Almen: 
Iknrds were signed by Peter. Marsh. 
director, Jolun Mitchell. clerk. bowh 
fictitious characters, The cise came on 
for triulin the April teru. 1876. The 
atale was represented in both cases Ls 
0, A. Wison of Phillipsburg: District 
Ne. 1 wis represented lo J, RB. Hatnil- 
tou and ex-judge Banta: No. 9 was rep- 
resented by L. P. Boyd of Leora, 

These cuses were decided Ly Judge 
Holt ayainst the bond halders. It ap- 
pears trom talking with men who were 
here at the time that at a state conven- 
hon precading the trial Sum Lappin. 
astute treasurer, had paid to W, E. Cause: 
“You will never have to pay these 
buds.” So it came to pass that when 
the cuse came up the assistant attornes 
gener! fond himsetf entirely unopre- 
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pared for trial: he asked for a continu- 
vues Which wns rejeeted by the court. 

Juhu A. Newell had signe] Billiugs’ 

sid as distriet trensurer, sa when Bil- 
lings’ tern of office expired he left ve- 
esipta on file showiog that he had made 
penper use of the money: le had one re- 
coipt from W. B Jones fur 3509 for iay- 
ing school house foundation, and an- 
other from Sam and El Newell and D, 
t'. Coleman for the balances of the money 
fur tie erection of tha school house, 
Jones hauled some rock and begin the 
foundation but never did much toward 
tee erection of the building, Two fice 
uendred dollar bonds were afterward 
traded by either Coleman or the New- 
ds te Joel Hull. of Lowell, Nel. for 
juinber for the parpose of bnildiug the 
lanse: this luniber was afterward hauled 
tf Norton ami other buildings were 
rrected with ir. 

Attersnits hal b-en sturted in these 
ses a promineuct citizen of Nertun, on 
exumination, fornd the receipts of Bil- 
linus nod the cond of John A, Newell 
va tile in the office of the clerk of schoul 
‘Ustriet Nu. t:also 2 carefully prepared 
pell book of elestion when bonis were 
Soted yo that all matters of recurd were 
serfeetly straight so far as the district 
Was concerned. These records were 
banptly consigned ro iis flames. The 
vounty clerk's office ever hed any 
Tcard af this election or the issuance of 
‘uy bouds, The first record we find in 

Nuy superintendent's office of district 
Sed, was made by J, Uf. Simmous, 

Ubty superintendent, May Jb, [8i% 
iis aude the follawiag entry in his 
‘wks: -*There is no record te be found 
Serganization of distriet No.1.” 

Tuese two five handed dollar bonds 

s were sold to Hull, were sold in the 

t. Shit was brouszht ia the United 

4 ts court Leavenworth on daa 10. 
“*, Agalust the district for the amount 
“ith Heerned interest, auennuting all 
‘olf to 81,9050. Archio Williams, 


\ 
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now general attoruey for the Union Pa- 
cific railroad. appeared for the bond- 
holders, while the distriet employed 
Peck, Ryan & Jounson, of Topeka. to 
assist J. R. Hamilton in the defense. 
The papera were served on the district 
by W. B. Rogers, deputy United States 
marshal. June 24", 1878, The board at 
thet time was Sol Marah. director: 
Sauiuel Mathews, clerk; J: R, Hamil- 
ton, treasurer. 

The case cums on for bearing in the 
next tern and resulred in a judgment 
being rendered against the disirict. The 
attorneys for the district did not appear 
and jndgmenc was taken by default, 
but it afterward developed that an 
agreement litl been made between the 
lawyers that this should be doae, so that 
Williams conkd vet his fee, after which 
the cuse was reopened with Williams’ 
consent and the cause tried oo its merits 
before Judge McCreary in i880, whieh 
resultel in » decision in favor of the 
district. 

Tie only witnesses tha: appeared in 
favor of the district were Heury Oliver 
and J. H. Simmons. A decision was 
rei.lered ia favor of the district on the 
srouuds that the bonds failed wo recite 
on their face that they were regularly 
and legaly issued, waich, avcording to 
the staintes at that tiaw. was a fatal de- 
fect, We give these puiuts as viven us 
by J. R. Homilton. in other words: **Ln 
giving hig opinion in the case Judge 
MeCreary suggested that if there had 
been a recitution iu the boo ds that they 
had been issued in accordaucs with law 
thar under the evidences tis decision 
mivht have heex ditferent.~ 

The freis in both enses were that the 
issue of bogus and forsed bouds were in 
our faver, if was difficult for the courts 
toudeterming the forged frou the reat 
bonds. 2s at the time of trial noone who 
haul participatad in the bond issue wns 
present. A xrent deal of ceusare was 
put on the narties connected with theses 
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bonds in the early days, but in talking 
the matter over uow they all say Chit 
Biliugs and Coleman were the real 
yuilty parties, and that while W. L. 
Jones and Newell brothers no doubt had 
a guilty knowledge of what was going 
on and probably shared slightly in the 
proceeds of sale of the real bowla, it is 
not now suppused that they had auy 
thing todo with the forgery: and some 
of the receipts filed by Billings as dis- 
trict treasurer were either forged or the 
Qeuowination raised, While it was 
positively known that Ed Newell took 
the county seal away from here when 
he left in 1873. yet the only Louds that 
ever turned up with the impression of 
that seal on them were probably made 
here by Billings and Coleman. The 
Newell boys were young at thit tue 
and thrown in bad company, and the 
public is inclined to condune the small 
part they took in these matters, and luv 
the blame where it rightfully belongs, 
on Billings and Coleman, 

The issue of these bonds brought un- 
told trankles on Norton and led to the 
organization of another county rect 
eompany at Leota. The Leota uren 
that lived east of Norten. uuder the 
leadership of G. N. Kingsbnry, C.D. 
Bieber, Jim Vance. Jeroma Shepherd 
and others, would say: ~The honds on 
Gistrict No. 1 preclude the vlea of ever 
luildiug a tewn at Norton,” and the 
settlement of these enses im faver of the 
district was the final straw that broke 
the camel's back. aud finally srtthe the 
qnesttion of the cousty seat to favor of 


Norton. Forged louds were also 
bronght here against district No. 3 


(Leotn) but after the other ques were 
decitted their suit was never pressed, 
About this time it developed that a 
symlicate of bond fergers were at wark 
in this stale with bead yuorters at To. 
peka: and it } that state 
treasurer, Saute Lappin. wits at the head 
ofit. Theyissued bonds on a great deal 
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of undrganizel territory, mostly in Stal 
ford. Norton att Mitchell counties. 
These bonds were readily bought by the 
state treasurer. It has often heey 
linted, aud was doubtless true. thar 
Billings aud Coleman beionwed to this 
organization. 

Emanuel Fisher and Phitp Brauer 
cume October the 1). 1973. Fisher settle] 
on the farm he sti!l owns. six miles eist 
of Norton, formerly known asthe Edgar 
Page elaim. Hea wes boru in Bedford 
connty, Penn. Augast 19. 1854. Tb 
learned the trade of painter and cabinet 
maker; was married dune 19. 1846. te 
Miss Anna M. Aruoid. She was boru in 
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E. Fisher. 


Bedford county, Pean., 
Isic6, 


February 24. 
Right chtidren were boru to them. 
six of ther still living: the eldest Harry 
Ambrosa born July 2t, 1857: Mary Ellen 
born September 8, 1862, ovarried John 
Bieber: Bruee Edgae born June 32, 1s67 
Werriel lcie Atkiusem December 25 
182. las one child, Dee Fouse. born May 
ste Anna BE. bocn April 26. 1872. 
lnurried Witlinn Jones November 7. 
IseS. these have two childrens, buy an! 
sith aul now reside ia Ghirtield township: 
Massie AL horn Febrnaury 22, U8s6, Har- 
vey Elwood born Jannary 22, 1878, 
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Sines the Liegraphy ot Emanuel 
Fisher and family has been in type, 
Brace, his second son. died of neuralgia 
of the stomach. his cecurred at bis 
home in Rock Branch township, Jan- 
vury v8, his remaios were iuterred iu 
the Norton cemetery Jian. 24, 1894. 

Fisher moved from: Pennsylvania to 
Lowa in [866 aud jived in Lynn county 
until they moved to Kansas in 1873. 

Fisher enlisted in company D. 138 
Pennselvania Tifantry in August 1862 
usn private, aniserved until the close 
of the war. He was in all the battles m 
the Shenavdowh valley anil Wilderness 
cuvapaigus and when am-tered ont was 
atirst ientenant. He las never been a 
candidate for any pub'ic office but has 
frequently represeutel his township in 
conventions. He has always 
heen drepubicau aad a strict church 
member; he was rsured in the Gerwan 
iform voarch but when the Presby- 
terian church was organ zed at Calvert 
les Qaited with them and has ever since 
Leen one of the elders, 

Philiu Bruner was bern at Carroll, 
Paufield county, Onio, August 15, 1813; 
moved with his parents to Lenn county, 
lawn, in 1Md0, was reared on a farm and 
ree-iveld a common school eduction; 
tuarried Miss Marznret E. Newell March 
J,U867, Sixebildren were born to them, 
Jilin Lorn January ¢, ig6¥. died October 
N91; David Franklin bora duly 12, 
Isc; Margarés Aun bors December 29, 
‘sil. died June 24, 1879; Jesse Rayuiond 
Dorn Angnst 6. 1880, died Janunary 24. 

“St. Philip Levy born October 2. sas4, 
Mary Elen born November 11, 1886; the 
Ciree children that have died are buried 
‘u the Norton cemetery. 

When Brurer came to Norton in 1873 
he settled on a farus two and aialt miles 
from Norten, 

futhe winter of lata be awl David 

cow baile a stere uuil eg onthe corner 
where che Bruner Block nuw stands, uit 
in Februsry 1876 they putiu astock of 
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general merchundise under the frm 
name of Close & Broaner. In 1S80 ne 
purchased Mr Close’s interest in the 
busiuess which he continued in hisown 
nhane until the creat fire of 1886. He 
had built up a Jurge and Jucrasive trade 
aud had one of the finest equipped stores 
in Norton. consisting of ten thousand 
dollars’ worth of general merchandise; 
he snved less than two hundred doliars 
worth of goods at the timeof the fire, 
and received three thousand dollars in- 
suriunce. 

Shortly afrerward he opened up a stock 
of dry gnods in asmall frame building 
which was TIocuted temmnorarily ie the 
street at the north west eorner of the 
public square, Lata in the fall of 1886 
he soid his goods to Hugh Wirkpatrick 
and ov account of failing health retired 
from busioess In the speiny and sum- 
mer of 1886 he built the maenificent 
Bruner Block which stands here today as 
amonnment to his thriftaud enterprise. 
He had the nnanimous enilorsement of 
the business nen af Norton tu sneceed 
William H. Hiles as pustimaster in 8s) 
but declined the honrr and W. R. Can- 
non was appowted. Although not a 
hitter parrisan he always voted the 
Democratic ticket. He was brought ap 
inthe German Reforia church but be- 
cams a Presbyterian after coming to 
Norton. Hedied May v4. 1887 and is 
buried in the Norton cemetery. 

His eldest son. David Iranklin pnr- 
chased the John Hole boot and shoe 
stock Jan. |, ISM! and bas since can- 
ducted the anly exclusive boot and shoe 
store in Norten. He is a graduate of 
the Hastings Business college; he has in- 
herited inany of the good traits of his 
futher wud is fast develuping inte 9 lead- 
ing business min; hemarried Miss Lillie 
Waller May 2, 1893, to whom was born 
ason Jan. 11, 1893. He takes au active 
partinallechnreh and charitable work. 
his politics are Demecratic He and 
Arthur Saum in May i*¥2 opened np a 
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steck of general merchandise uuder the 
firm uame of Saum & Bruner which 
they have since conducted successfully. 
Joseph Gettys was bern in Richland 
county, Ohio, September 15, 1834; moved 
with his parents to Blackford connty, 
Indiana in 183 moved from there to 
Jasper county. Iowa, in J84: was raised 
ou # farnn and received a common school 
education; was married in Jusper county, 
Towa. Nov 13, 185 to Miss Rebecca F. 
Wilson. Nine children were lhern to 
thein: Mary Isabelle born July 31, 1857. 
miurried November 27, 187% to David 





J. Gettys. 


Stainbrook: they had two children: Eart, 
born August 23. 180. und Lanra A. born 


dime 1%. 1886. Stainbrook dimk May ¢, 
1893. near Neweastle, Wyauung. Aman- 
da was born January 1. 1909: she mar- 
ried Willian Jones April !0, S09 bas 
threechildreu Havh. Jattie amd fsabelle 
born i 1885, 1887 and [stl respectively; 
they uow reside in Westen county, Wy- 
uning. Etta was born Octeber . Is): 
she was warried: ta Jim Cafk May 16, 
187; she bad three children, Deunis, 
Clara and Esta: born iu Sts, Pst ail 
ISS? respectively: she died in July 1843 





and was buried iu the Norton cemerery, 
Joseph Ellsworth was born September 4. 
18#?: he is vow on the farmin Phidlip- 
county: Laura E. born Jure 25. 1866. 
died July 81. 1868: James Robert lorn 
August 3. 1568; was murried at Hendley. 
Nebraska. to Miss Cora Scofield: they 
have one child, James R. resides ar 
University Place, Lincoln, Nebreska. 
and is aminister inthe M. E. church, 
Wilber W. was born Angnst 3. 18.6: 
was married at Denver, October 2. 1890. 
to Miss Meda Snyder, they ha ve one boy 
Robert Byron, born Dacembar 2, 1S; 
they liveona faro in Phillips connty. 
Walter C. was born April 24. (874: 
Maud born March 12. 1877: Mi unie born 
November 12, 18st. 

Gettys moved to Kansas in 187) set- 
tled in Washington county: come to 
Norton county in February 1873, settled 
on lind one mile west of town now own- 
ed by G.H. Griffin, In 1874 he settles 
on dand ju Leota township now owned 
by Juhu Huinphrey: inoved ta Norton 
in (S77 and kept bote? in the old log 
house for veurly two years. He held 
the office of deputy sheriff for a term 
ander Jack Conarty tnt never was 4 
candidate before the people. Ele en- 
listed in company D. 40 Iowa Infantry 
Anpust 15, 1862: served three years: was 
at the seigeof Vicksburg und several 
Baller engageineuts near there: also 
battle of Jenkings Ferry, Little Rock. 
Prairie Dean aud Caden, all in Arkun- 
Bas; Was mustered ont at Fe, Gibson. 
Jadian Territory, He moved from Nor- 
ton to Crrahain county in April 1878 and 
sturted the town of Gettyshurg which 
touk its name from him, In 188 after 
his town of Gettysburg failed to get the 
county seat he moved back to Norton 
county fora short time, then went to 
Phillips county where he jis reside 
ever singe, He takes un active part in 
politics, has represented his township of 
Beuver in all county conventions since 
he reeided there; was a delegate fro 








———. 


Phillips county to the judicial conven- 
sjon at Oberlin in 1803 and tagk a prom- 
inent part in the nominution of George 
A. Spaulding. He has always een a 
Republican. Atthe present time he is 
ruuning the hotelat Prairie View, Kans. 

Juhn Calvin ‘Newell was born in 
Jawrence county, Tliinois, June 21, 
x43 He caine with his parents to 
Norton county tn 1872, although but 14 
veirs of age be at once displayed an 
uptude for public affairs and early 





J. C. Newell, 


Touk an aetive part in the ccuuty seat 
ambother potitieal questions, li 1878 
lie wene ta Cornell collese at Mt. Ver- 
Sn, where he remained four 
He took charge of the Norton 
Tetnery in 783. and ran it. three 
Yeitve; he tanghet seboal east of Norton 
hOTSSG and owas proucipal of Norton 
‘chools ia isi: went lack to Carnell 
‘lee fur anether term in INST: was in 
Tue commission and abstract business 
MU LS80, wien he was neininated and 
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elected in 1891, and in 1803 was elected 
ag county surveyor, He was murried 
July 8, 1590, to Miss Nannie Hunter. wha 
was burn in Indiana, Sept. 14, 1887 
They have bad two children, Mildred 
Corieune, born June 1Y, 1891, and Ralph 
Novy, 21. 182, 

Robert Burns Curry was born in 
Marysville. Unian eaunty. Ohio. June 2, 
I8ll: his father Jumes Curry, was a 
eolouel in the Revolutionary war, he 
Was a representative in the Ohio leyisla- 
turein 1812-16. In 1816 ne was chosen 
presidential eiec*or and cast his vote for 
James Monroe for president and Daniel 


D. Tompkins for vice president, was 
again in the legislature in 1820. From 


a history of Union county, Ohio, now iv 
possession of father Carry we fiad that 
his ancestors were illustrious people and 
took an active part in pablic questions 
from the days of Oliver Cromwell down 
tu the present generation as soldiers. 
lawyers, poets and staresimen. 

R. B. Curry was imuarried ta Sarat 
Beard February 4, 1835. She was born 
at Rockbridge, Virginia, May 19, 1416. 
Nine childien were born to them. bus 
five of them ever came to Norron counrs 
tolive: Jumes Dickey, the eldest. born 
February 26, 1836; Ann F. born May 25, 
1813: Sarah B born Aprilf, 1852; Aibert 
8. born December 11, 1854; Grace 
Ella born Mureh {8, 1858. The other 
four James B., William, G., Harriet L. 
aml Mury M, never cane to Norton 
county to live, 

In [856 Mr. Carry moved from Obio 
toluwa where he remained two years. 
He settled in Nemaha county, Xangas in 
IRA wud froi that time ta 1873 he lived 
soceessively in Leavenworth, Atchison 
and Republie counties. Heeame with 
Kingsbury and the Biebers to Norton 
county in the spring of 1873 and took 
the Jand north of Kingsbury's homestead 
near Calvert. 

In the winter vf 1873-1 he moved from 


lented as register of deeds, was again his homestead near Neighborville ta 
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Norton and kept hotelin the log house 
that hal first doae duty as a tem- 
porary court house. His two danghters 
Sarah aud Ella were lively gicls and es- 
pecially gifted in singing: their house 
was s00n 1 favorit: resert for the young 
people in all that section of the county. 
J. H. Simmons had opened a school in 
town and was boarding with Mr. Curry, 
Sol Marsh, who was living close by, did 
not exactly board there bat being fond 
of music he found it first » most attrac: 
tive place to spend the evenings and 
soon afterward nttractive at ali times 
morning and evening. It soeon became 
apparent that Sol was fast becoming 
averse to “biching.” and before spring 
it wus generally conceded by the youny 
men in the vicivity that so fur as Sol 
was concernel, at least “no others need 
apply.” Mr. Curry moved buek to his 
claim early in the spriug and the town 
wore a gadly deserter] lookx—to a few 
interested ones ut least. 

School was stillin progress but fast 
nearing itsciose, Onthe tith of Feb- 
rnary the teacher. who was also cannty 
tlerk at the time, stated to his school 
that solne important lusiness reyuired 
lis utteution the next day and that there 
would be nowore schuvl until Munday, 
The next day. February J%. 7b, Sins 
mous, Marsh aw? Heury Oliver. the lat- 
ler ajustics of the peae, rove down to 
Neighborville and direct ta the Curry 
residence. The presence of Squire 
Oliver and wife, G. N. Kingsbury und 
wife and a few others seou indicated 
what the important business was that 
took the boys down to Neighberville, 
In this home like circle Sol Marsh with 
Sarah, and J. H. Simtmnons with Elta 
stood forth hefore the liznitied and Lappy 
Squire amdina feye well chosen wards 
were unite! in matrisge by a single 
cereuumy, Theirs was ong of the few 
warriayges that «ccurred ia Gillings 
county, the license being olstained from 
Judge William Gibbon whe has been 


Mentioned ina former chapter as pro- 
bate jndee for a titne in this county. 

Mrs. Curry died April :5, 168!, and is 
buried in the Norton cemetery After 
her denth Mr. Curry muds his home fer 
some time with Albert but of late years 
bas resided at Norten with his daughter 
Sarah Marsb. 

From an article written by J, H. Sim- 
mons on the biography of the Curry 
family I clip tha following: ''I uuder- 
stand that a brother of R. B, Otway 
Carry wrote the original ‘Log Cahin 
eong and Curuishedl the umcsic for it that 
became so famous in the campaign that 
elvcte.! the first General Harrison. He 
Wrole many poems of inerit, and one 
found a place im the oll MeGualf ev’ 
Fifth reader und was catled “The Lost 
Pleiad.” [have one of lis poems writ- 
ten on the death of his mother and en- 
tided ‘To My Mother in Heaven.” 

The fillewing, a sample of his poetry. 
Was firs! suny ata Fonrth of July cele- 
bration held at Pleasant Valley, Madison 
county, Ohio. in 1833 and was after pub. 
lished by ‘The Hesperian in 1838: 


trebles the Nigh and boundless leaven. 
secall anon Thy naine: 
We teend the soif that Thou biet given 
Vo frelon snd ty fame, c 
Nrewred as. att Mee geen waves, 
Qu aturry banuers awerp: 
Aroued us, li their towly graves, 
ther patrlat fathers sleep, 


With foarieas hearts cud stalwart bunds, 
They lear thelr enules bleh 

(Yer segrtel arms and battle brands, 
Careerding in Che sks: 

Vor treedon in her darkest diy. 
Thete life-titel Imehed the plain. 

Thelt maldering tombs nay bass way, 
Thele glorles shail remaln. ‘ 


God of the free! Thy ehildrau bless: 
With Joy thelr lnhor crawn; 

Let their doniain be Unmith-ss, 
And eudless thetr remawn, 

Preeiuin the morn of freedom’s birth 

{ver every dand and sen, 

TI hee pre spfrie Crore the earth. 

Even ae ‘Sie hematin npe free. 





James Dieky Curry came here iu 1877. 
his blegraphy will appear licter. 

The only ane of R. B. Cnrrv's child- 
ren that residea here now is Sarab. 
whose buslynd, Sol Marsh, was born in 
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(sexo County. New York, Sept. 7, 1852. 
ilis mother diel when he was young: he 
then lived with bis grandparents notil 
he wasin his twentieth year, when he 
enue to Norton county, an account of 
which was given in a previous chapter, 

He was elected couuty clerk m Septem 
her, (872. served as county commis- 
loner by appointment during i873, was 
sppuinted sheriff to fill vacancy caused 
by he resignanon of Juhu Bieber in 
INH, and was constuhle of Center towa- 
clip for eeveral years, 

sol and Sarak Marsh have had seven 
children, four of them still liviag. 
‘Lneir eldest, Lionie G., was Lorn Nov. 
‘ised, died April 6. 1877; Fred R., 
born Feh, 22, 1838: James Hurvey. Nov. 
8. S80; Franklin. July 30, 1883, died 
Jung 25, 1884; Edwin C., born Aug. 14. 
845, was drowned in the Prairie Dog 
by accidently falling from a fvot log 
May 28, "85: Eleanor B. was Lorn April 
* 1888. Their vonayest child was born 
Dec. 21, 1808. He hes one of the finest 
equipped farms and steck ranches in 
Norton county, which joius the city ou 
the east; he feeds cattle and hugs on a 
large scale and is one of our most public 
Pitited etizens. During the county 
reut coutest he was an active Norton 
tain and was always considered one of 
the leaders in behalf of this city during 
the troubles. % 

Graces Ella Curry married Joel HH. 
“IMLS, whe w#8 bern in McDonough 
ccunty, Winois, April 20, 1847. After 
“SOULE & common selwol education 
“sraluated from the MeComb High 
“hool. Being of a studious turu of 
cotmblhe at once adopted the vocation of 
‘exsher aud at the same time continued 
‘1s stiulies, He came to eastern Kan- 
“Sin Isl. and te Norton county in 
“2. ag previcusly describeil. He 

‘Ht the first school in this county, 
“lich he deseribes as fullows in the 

Fto County Advance, in |873: 

“Oo the tirst day of December 1873 





the writer commenced teaching the tirst 
school ever tanght in the county, the 
schoul was taughtin asmall dugout in 
Norton, there were sixteen pupils in at- 
tendance, and the time was by no means 
wasted. It was a subscription achou! 
und like most others of the kind, :yuch 
of the pay promised is still unpaid, bnr 
the teacher pursuaded one of the pupils 
to become his wife so that he considered 
himself gainer eveu mthat speculation.” 
He was elected county clerk in No- 
vewber 1873, but after the crop failure 
in 1874 he went to Brown county to 
teach, leaving his ofiice in charre of 
John kt. Hamilton as deputy, When 
the aid bonds had been issued, # fact 
that will be referred to later On, the 
comwmientners took the position that 
these bouds must be sigaed by the econn- 
ty clerk instead of by a deputy: so on 
January 4, 1674, they declared the office 
of connty clerk vacant, and appointed 
M.J. Fitz Patrick to fll the Vileaney, 
The real reason for the removal of Sim- 
Idons was not on account of the bonds. 
but the enunty szat fight between Nor. 
ton znd Leoia was at that time beiuz 
agitated, The commissioners were 
Leotaien and desired a country elerk 
who was in sympathy with them. Iu 
the sumer of 1875 Simmons returned 
to bis farm near Nortua; at the Novei- 
ber election he was the Norton cindidate 
for the legislature, but was defeated by 
Dr. Greeu. He taught the Norton 
schoo] that winter and wus elected Silper- 
intendent two terms, 1876 and 1873: 
he was again elected in 1886 also in )S83 
but went down along with the balance 
of the republican ticket in 1890. He 
taught the Neighborville school in i876, 
was for several years editor of the Nor- 
tou Courier. He isan able writer: he 
Wrote many poems of merit, in fact 
everything that comes froin his pen is 
highly prized anleayerly read by every- 
body. But he appears at his best in 
educational werk. The edacativnal 
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meetings he held thronghont the connty 
during the time he was county snperin- 
tendent aroused a wonderful iuterest in 
both purents nad teachers. and the good 
that came froin them is more apparent 
now than at the time he was retired 
from office. 

Siminons was postmaster of Norton 
from 1880 to 1835. 

In January, 1891, he went fo Topeka 
to necept a clerkshipin the legislature, 
and in the following April seenred a 
position in accounting offices of the 
Santa Fe Rrailroad company, which he 
now holds. Fe still sneaks of Norton 
county a3 hia home and expects to re- 
turn here permantly at no distant day, 
They have had six children, tive of them 
still living, whose wames and ayes are 
as followa: Minnie B.. horn Nov. 28, 
1874; Florence M., Aug. 15, INT: Georze 
Curry. Feb. 4, 18%4%;, Joet W., Mny 8. 
188t, died of scarlet fever. Fel, 6. 1952: 
Mund E . born Sept. 22, 1884: Nellie G , 
Nov. 28, 18Sb, 

Anna T, Curry was married to Will- 
iam H Mize April ¥. 1st; he enlisted in 
Sth Kangas Infantry under Col. John a. 
Martin. He was killedin che battle of 
Nashville Decensber 6. 1864; they had 
two children the eldest died when eleven 
mouths old: the second child. Willian 
G. Mize, lived here for some vears: he 
is now married and lives at Atchison, 
Kas. Mrs. Mize wns marrie:! again te 
Milo Ward. of Atchinsan; this proved to 
be an unhappy union and they sez arated, 
they had one chiht Mary E. Ward. born 
March (2, 1872. diad Dec. 3. ts. Mrs, 
Wurd came to Nor‘un county in lst to 
live, but failed to fud a foeution that 
suited her, so she returned fo Atelrison 
again the same fall where she naw re- 
sides. 

RB. Curry’s soungest ron, Atbert 5, 
caine here in USTs. ont ot yenrs of 
Hetook welaim on the Prairie Dos val. 
lev. eustof John Bieler. ble married 
Miss Saral Bieber in i87U, she died the 


rg, 








same year. On July 25, 1882, he was 
again married, this time to Miss Marv 
MeDaniel; four children have teen born 
to them, three of them now livin, 
viz: Daisy, Flora. Max (dead). and 
William G. After Graudma Curry 
died Mr. Curry deeded the home farm 
to Albert. Tmt he lest it in an anfor- 
tuuate speculation in the stock business. 
He move to Colorado in 1890, bat now 
resides in ‘Topeka. Kan 

Cornelius Gross Pags was born at 
Monmouth, Hlinois. October 8 1852; at- 
tended the common schools ani weu 
one tern to Kesennee arademy: learned 
the moulders trulesanl workel at is 
for three years. In February i873 ac- 
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C. G. Page. 


companied by Winter Parks he started 


forthe west. They came to Lowell. 
Nebraska. and fram there walked to elit 
Melrose near where Orleans now stands. 
Failing te find auything ta sni¢ them 
they started Imek on fort, gor losr and 
stayed cnt all night on the bea of 
Turkey Creek, The next day they got 
to Walker's ranch having spent the pre- 
viens night in walking te keep from 
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freezing Thay decided to stay here ua- tory of his worldly assets. Aside fram 
filmorniug; when bed time enxme Grose his limired wardrobs he had five eents 
apploached tle proprietor and informed in cash and one postage stamp.  Lige 
hin he was ready to go to bed. The Collins was building the wiil dain at the 
ranckinah grve him the following time aad Gross secured work from him 
choracteriatic reply; “Why in h—! don’t atonce. Sh tly alter this he purchased 
you go.” Theu for the firet titre (iross a yoke of cattle on credit and beyzan to 
found out that the zeests were expected freight; at the eud of six invuths be hag 
ta furnish their own beds; as be und his cattle and wagon paid fur; be took at 
Parks had no’ blankets the entlook for homestead three miles northeast of Nor- 
them: was gloomy; but a freighter come ton and has livel there continuously 
‘0 their relief by loaning sem bis over- ever since. Tle was electeil sheriff in 
Coal fora hed. During the night they 1871 but early that winter he froze his 
‘got so close to. the stove that they burn- feet. He had slartal on « tein with the 
ed a hule the sizeof nk man's nat in the lnail to North Platte, Neb., for W. B. 
uvercoat, Lor this offeuse Gross ex- Jones. wha was subcomtractor xt the 
pected te bs shot aa the freighter car- time: he go" lost, and Iaidout on the 
rida pistolin plain sivhtiand appeared prairie ons bitter, cold night. Hs was 
tob+arowh character. Neither Page Jail up for two months, Most of this 
nor Parks had enougi money to pay for time he spent at home with his parents 
the cout, so they went to one side and at Monmouth. (1. Daring his absesce 
made such arrangements as seeined his deputy, C.D. Bieber, resigued the 
Hoper andr the cireunstanees for office of sheriff. Page has never been a 
their entry into the nexe wurld. au event cundidate fur aay oltics since. 
‘hey telt sure would happen as soon as The first Sibbath school vsganized in 
the strangir di-coverel tue hole in the Nortou county was in the spring of IN7, 
cost. Breakfast time cime aud Gross Gross was chosen its superintendent. 
tolia great surpriss was still alive, bat Ile wore a pions loo at that time whieh 
‘le juspense was fust becomiuy nubear- was prob ibly caused by the seare he re- 
ble Gross had become resigned to his ceivelat Walk ws4oranch, but he SRS 
ites and the celay on the part of the actual duties of the sacred o ive were 
the freighter aunuyed him. He ate performed by his assistant, Jolin 4. 
‘a lighe breakfast ande when he dis. Newell. Sometime inthe fallof js75 
covered the teameater preparing to leave Gross Page, Philip Groner, Pe Crevtin 
he appryached the owner of the coat and and Jim Payton started for Kearney, 
lufermed him af tly accident: the man Nebraska, withox teams after freight. 
replied. Ol! that's alt right, the coat is Outin the Sand hiils between Walker's 
Het worth nimeh any way.” This reliey. Tauch and the Platte river their valtle 
el the boys of their suspense and made all died with Texas fever. This left 
‘hatinan their frieust ever a’terward. Page without a teau aud no money. bat 
He lived at Lone Island for some years he soon rallied azniuand is now one of 
“tt lis nate is new furgetien. On the our most extensive stock deslers. Ile 
ithe day they met Ed Newell wha was married Miss Mary BR. Janes april 14. 
“dds way te Lowell after a luad of 1870: they have had eight children: the 
Trisht. He gave thema glowing dis- eldest, twina Wilbert aud Wilmert were 
Matiurof Norton county amb pursnaded born February $6, 1880: Charles bern 
‘hem to return bere with him Uhey March  ISs2; Ora Jane 20, 1884; Jesse 
rrive lac Norton March 0, 1873. Augunt 5, t8sf; bdith May 6, I88S: Mae 
“Ja their arrival Gross tcok an laven- bert and Chescer twins, born May 14, 
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1890: Chester died September, 1890. 

Walter Parks tooka claim near I. N. 
Cope. remainer here until October 1873, 
and then returned to his old home at 
Monmouth, Il), where he was married, 
He afterward moved to southern Kan- 
sas where he uow resides. 





J. H. Rosborough. 


John Henderson Rosberungh was born 
in Indiana connty, Pennsylvania. Janu- 
ary 12. 1855; was raisedlon a farm, at- 
tended the counnon schouls, enme to 
Knox county, Winwis, in March '903. and 
from there to Norton county. arriving 
here January 9. 1871. He took the land 
north of Gross Page which be -till owns, 
He has since purchased an itjeining 
quarter section which. together with his 
homestenit. makes one rd the finest farurs 
in Norton eonnty, The was quarried to 
Miss Mary Rhodes Aiyet 200 bess: thay 
have never had uuy children. leis a 
Repnbliean iit polities bute has never 
been an aspiragt for public office pre 
ferring the wore congesial and honeralte 
eecgupiatian of citing the soil. 
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William Elroy Case was born at 
Woodstock, Vermont, June 27, 1847: 
raised on a farm: after attending the 
voniinen schools until 18 years of age. 
he went oue year to Green Mouniaio in- 
stitute at South Woodstock; he then 
took a twp years’ conrse at Orange coun- 
ty Grawmar school. He then took a 
course in Greek ard Livin at Eastwan 
college, Poughkeepsie. New York. after 
which he taught school in Vermont and 
Michigan for several terms. He spent 
one yeur in Savannah, Georgia, as bool- 
keeper: clerked in a store fora time in 
Chicago. He tuen went to Iowa and 
kept books for a railroad contractor at 
the time the R. I. and C, B. & Q. rail- 
Toads were being Lut throvgh that 
state. Hecanieto Brown county, Kan- 
fxs, in the springy of 1871: worked on a 
farm until he cameto Norton county in 
Aprilis??. He vbonght Newell's store in 
June 1873: the fullo« ing Angust he sold 
one half iuterest in the business to B. 
F. Williams, They continued business 
under the firm name of Case & Williams 
until Muy 1874 wheu they mude an as- 
signment tor the benefit of their credir- 
ors. Jolin Cuoper being the assignee. 
Case was married to Miss Lou N. Cun- 
Hingham ut Osborne, Kansas, Marel s. 
1804. Their elest child, Miss Stella M. 
Case was born March 1, i875: ste was 
the first cnild born iu the town of Nor- 
ton [du May, their second daughter. 
was born July 4. 1877: Bertha H. born 
Angust 9, 197%: Ora E, bern July 23, 
181 died Ovtober 20, 12333. 

Cuse was appointed clerk of district 
court by Judge Banta in 1872 to fill 
vacauvy caused by resignation of John 
Gishw ieller: he was elected to this same 
office in INTs und served one term.  Af- 
ter he went ontof business in I8TA he 
muved tahix farm one mile nurthwest of 
town where he lived fur several vears. 
In ISTY hemoved back to tewn aml in 
ISSO Waa agumelected clerk of the court: 
Was re-elected in S82. ‘sband s6. Tle 

















Mrs. W.E. Case. 


was appointed superintendent of census 1821; moved with his pavents to Vermil- 


by President Harrison for the third Kan- 
nas district including twenty-nine coun- 
ties, in ISst; was ypostiwaster at Norton 
during 1874 and 1875. He is now en- 
<ugel inthe farm loan und collection 
business. 

Mrs, Case was born in Ohio, moved 
with her parents iw Illinois when a 
child aod from there to Brown county, 
Kansas, in 1864; she ,cnue to Osborne 
couuty im June, 1872, where she taught 
school until she was warried, 

Stella M. Case is now teaching school 
in this county after graduating from the 
Nortou High school with distinction 
“and bhoaors. Professor Ely has said of 
her thac she is the most analytical 
student and the most philosophic mind 
“tall the pupils who sat under him in 
bis wide range of experienee as x 
teacher, 

John P. Dopps accompanied by his 
“even sous and David Close. his son-in- 
flaw, Juhn Diefenbach and John Nelson 
“ame to Norton county, October J, laid. 

Jobn P. was born in Ohio Apri] 20, 


Stella M. Case. 


lion cennty, Mlinois, in 1828: lived in 
that couuty for 45 years. He was mar- 
Tied August 25, 1842. to Miss Susanna 
Starr who was born in Ohio March 20, 
1820. Eleven children were born to 
them. Nine of them grew to manhood 
aod womanhvod; the eldest son, Peter, 
was born September 1, 1843: enlisted in 
37 Lilinois infantry in September }Biy, 
died March 1863 of mensles while in the 
service. 

Ek E, their secoud son, was born in 
Vermilion, county, Til, August 3, 1815 
where he lived a3 a farmer boy anti] Jan- 
vary 27, 1804, when he entered tha vol- 
nioteer service and was mustered in the 
149th regiment for one vear as a private, 
After coming hame te continned to farm 
in the samne place until the fall of 1872. 
He was married to Lizzis A. Matthews 
April 2, 671, who with him moved tu 
Norton county, Septe:nber 1873 and tok 
a homestead on the Prairie Dog 3) miles 
below Norton. After proving up On the 
sae took a preemption one-half mile 
nerth of Norton, ‘To them were born 
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five children, Grace S. ow January 8. 
1875, died April 15.1874; Jennie May 
born May 22, 18/6 died July 10, 18it: 
Nellie E. horn May 13, istu: Jessie Edna 
born April 188%: Oscar Leray bern May 
#1, 1885, died Mareh 1, 1838. 

in 1879 he moved to Norton and’ went 
into the harness business, in which he 
remained until June 1885 when he sold 
out to Payne & Chamblin. then he em- 
barked ju the furniture bnsiuess with 
W. J. Bower, in whien he remained un- 
tilthe fireof January 2. 1886 in which 
hesuffered a luss of $1000 including his 
hnilding and stock, after which he sold 
out tu bis partuer and bonght tbe gener- 
a] merchandise of C. H, Fry. in which 
he continned about one year and then 
told the steck tu N. A. Jolson. after 
suffering a loss by fire. by the burning 
of un adjoining buildiug. Te went back 
in the harness boriness in company wirl 
T. N. Martin. but after the big fire every 
thing seemed to go ayainst him: and 
in 1888 they filed in business but in a 
few months he starred in the harness 
businesa by himself on a suiall scale, but 
thought be could not compete with 

elarger shops, so sold ontamdin July feo 
movel to Washington territory. He at. 
one time held the offices of township 
trustee of Center towns sip. by appoit- 
ment, and was orged to ronagain but 
would not; ke was treasurer of echoul 
district No. 1 for three years. He isnow 
iu Washington, Clrrk county. three 
miles from Vancouver, acity of between 
five and six thousand inhabitants. on a 
Fmall frnit. fary. aud yrospering 
financially. 

Milton Depus waa born May ~ 1847; 
hg took land three miles north of Cal. 
vert, He married Miss Rose Deovlley in 
March 1878: they have three elildern, 

Men, their only daughter, was. born 
Fabrnary 22, si@: she was omactriet to 
David Close October sth let. Diavid 
Close was bora ia Holaznas connty, Obit 
March 25, WH0. There have been born 
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to Mr. and Mrs. Close four chiliren: 
their eldest. Etta May born August 23. 
1871. died of measles March 17, 1872: 
Maud horn May t. 1873, died of mieas'es 
June 8, i868: Wilbur born Muareb 24. 
1877: Burton born November 19. YS73, 

He enlisted May ¥, 1861. in company 
H, 146 regiment. Ohio volunteers, dis- 
charge Sept 9, 1864. was in Virginia 
all the time but in no battles,. 

Mr. Ciose first settled on land now 
ownel by Isninh Williams five miles eas 
of Norton. He was elected justice of 
the pence in 1874: movel to Norton anil 
went iuto the mereantife Lusiuess in 
company with Philip Bruner in Febru- 
ary I876;in 1878S he purchased of Lise 
Collins one half interest in the mill; in 
1880 be sold his interest in the store to 
Bruner aud shortly afterward purchased 
Collins’ interest in the mill whieh he 
has owned aud operated ever since; he 
was elected county commissiouer in 
1e8z and again in 1885, 

He fed the first ear of cattle shinped 
froin the county in 1875,” 

Simon Dopps was born December 17. 
1851: married Myra Deckerin JN76, they 
have three cuildyea, Dawid Dongs was 
born December 7. 1853. married Hattie 
BraWey in 1674. 

They have ore hoy 12 years old. and 
one girl 3 yeurs old. 

Jacob Dopps horn February 27. 3830: 
he married Enima Hasleau in '8T4: five 
children wera born in them; Mra, Dopp: 
died in October Tess 

Charley Dopps born November 7, 1857, 
died Angnet 13, 1875 

Eusworth Dopps horn Angnai 17, 1863: 
tonrried Henrietta Morris in March 1588: 
they have fonr children and reside at 
Vancouver, Washington, 

John DP. Dopps ons elected justice of 
the peace for Raennvista precinet, Al- 
Inenn township, in the spring of M4, and 
ut the November clection of that year 
he was chesen probate judge of Norton 
county, He was elected justice of the 
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peace for Rock Branch township in 1878. 
Mr. Depps has been a repablican ever 
sinee the party was organized until 
Yately, buat forthe Inst few years has 
voted the prohibition ticket. 

George Scott was born at Apledoorn, 
Holtund. Qetober 0. Usit: came to 
America in 1867; settled at Fou Du Lac, 
Wirconsin. Was married July 37, 1868, 


to Miss Lydia Berning. She was born at. 


Weith, Germany. September 12, 1847; 
cute to America in 1866, They came 
tu Kansns in 1870: settled at Tonganoxie 
in Leavenworth county: moved to Phil- 
Nps county in 1872; eawe to Norton in 
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George Scott, 


March 1872 and took land tiree miles 
north of Norton where he his resided 
coutinnously ever since. They hnve five 
children: their eldest danghter Hattie 
us bora October 22, 1870. She mar- 
nied Suimnel Rowley in 1801, and moved 
to Riuwlins county where they now re- 
side: Emtna, their second daughter. was 
burn March 5, 1834; Dick born February 
‘Ny U8": Lizzie November 17, 1832 and 
“lary September 3, 1850, 

Henry Chapuaa came into Norton 
county on foot early in March 1873. He 
was a native of Ohio but bad left that 
state for the gold tields of California in 


15-1), and from that time oantil he came 
here had spent his lifeon the frotitier. 
He touk a claim two miles west of Nor- 
ton. the same land is now known as the 
Nathan Gray farm. He was reputed to 
be worth considerable woney although 
no one here so far as known, ever had 
the pleasure of feasting hiaeyes on the 
fabulous bag of gold; yet he had often 
spoken to the settlers of -being possessed 
of aconsideruble sum of that precions 
metal. He bnili a log house on his 
claim but never put aroof onit. The 
eccentric characteristics of the man 
shower themselves plainly in regard to 
this as he bad spent several days in wal k- 
ing up and down the creek looking for a 
tree with the proper crook init to make 
rafters for his honse: he wanted the 
rafters to reach from eve toeve with 4 
curve over the ridge log or center pole, 
At the same time he was looking ulong 
the creek fora goad milksi 2 and had 
avowed his intention of building a mill 
that season. Just before hiy death he 
had Leen down the creek looking for a 
good location for 2 mill and had decide 
on buildipg a mill near the point where 
the Almena mill now stands. On this 
trip his belt of gold, that he carried 
buckled around his body under his cioth- 
ing. hae chafed hin: so that he had taken 
it off and buried it under the rocks on 
the stony point conth of Almena. The 
following night it rained and he feared 
the water might wash the dirt off from 
the money, and ag it was a rasvhide belt 
orsack he thonght the wolves might 
scent it, so on the following morning he 
started back after it. On his return 
that evening be stopped at Meury Oliver's 
Qug-out and told him all about it and 
sail he found the vold all right and had 
iton his person at that time. 

This is the lust tinie he was ever seen 
alive by anyone who lives hera now. 
He had pnrehased 2 yoke of cattle after 
coming here, bat always made his ex~- 
cursions apand down the ereek in look- 
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ing for his crooked log or mill site on 
fost. On the morning of May, 4, 1873, 
he was found murdered in his duzout 
by “Neak," (Cornelins) Lonk  Every- 
thing in the dugout was turned topsy 
turvy, showing that there had been a 
desperate struggie. A three-legged 
stool had blood marks upou it which 
showed that it had bee: nsed as a 
weapon to crush his sknoll. He had also 
bden shot throngh the beart wirh a 
$2-calibre pistol. There could hive been 
no motive for the murder except for his 
money, as ke had no enemies in this 
country, The theory of everybwly here 
at the time was that the robbers in- 
tended to vet the money without kill- 
ing him, bnt during the strugzle he 
recognized them aad they were then 
compelled to kill him for self protection. 

On the afternoon of May 4, Henry 
Oliver, justice of the peac+, einpuneled 
a coroner's jury and proceeded to Chap. 
man's place far the purpose of holdiug 
an inquest. There was no corouer here 
at the time, and was the first inquest 
ever held in the county. Following 
were the jurymen: Sol Marsh, James 
»Magyard, Lige Collins, Newe Cope, 
Benjamin Willams avd Sam Newell, 
After the jury had examined the body 
without discovering wore than = the 
scalp wounds and was just Jeaving it, 
Sel Marsh saw a spot on the chest that 
looked like a pimple, This cnused them 
to examine further, so they turned the 
hody over but could see no marks, but 
Sol ran his hand down the Wack of the 
corpse and felt the bullet. Sam Newell 
took his pen knifea lcutitout. The 
bullet was turned over to Newell by 
Justice Oliver, because he was acting as 
ecouuty clerk, A search was afterward 
made for the bullet in the county clerk's 
office for the Purpose of comparing it 
with a certain revolver that had been 
seen here. but it could not be found. 
The jury after examining Neak Louk. 
Shelby D. Reed and Capt. William 


D. Jarvis, bronght in the following ver- 
dict: ‘That the deceased. Henry Chap- 
man. came to his death by shooting and 
beating, maliciously done hy some per- 
sol of persons, unknown, on the night 
of May 2, 1873,” 

From this verdict we discover that 
the jury thaught the murder had been 
comuuited 36 or 48 hours before the 
discovery of the body. Justice Oliver's 
ducket shows that an inventory of the 
Property was tuken and the assets 
turned over to William Gibbon, probate 
judge. The only thing of any vatue 
fount in tha house was a watch. this 
was lying on a shelf near the bed, and 
was overJooked by the murderers. 
There is uo recordin the probate judge's 
ofties concerning the matter in any way: 
Shelby ‘D. Reed was appointed adminis- 
trator. but no report was ever filed in re- 
gard to the estate except that “‘Chap- 
mau was buried and tie expenses paid.” 
He was buried on rhe homestead. a short 
distance from his dugout. 

A public sale was held and his effects 
sold. Louks bought the log house an: 
moved it to Reedtown and opened np a 
store in it, After Leota was started it 
was moved there by Bill Lonk and 
Nat L. Baker; it waa afterward sold to 
I. N. Cope, who. in turn, sold it to C. 
W. Posean. Posson moved it to Nortou 
iu 1876. and used it for a hotel many 
years: it was the original Comunercial 
House and stood where the Peerless now 
stands. As Posson's busipess expanded 
he built additions to it until he hadit 
completely surrounded, he then tore it 
down and moved it to the rear end of 
the Jot on whieh the hotel stands and 
used it for a wash house. It stands 
there now iu a good stute of preserva- 
tion: it is now the property of G. H. 
Griflin. 

Some time in !875, John P. Dopps re- 
ceived a letter from Chapinan's relative 
in Olio, inquiring abont bis nvurder and 
what was done with tlie property. The 
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general opinion was that the murderers 
got the money, but some of the settlers 
said that Chapman kept lus treasure 
buried und thought they might not have 
found it. A search of the prenises wits 
made, but no mouzey has ever been 
fonnd, 

There were various theories alvanced 
by the settlers as to who wns the guilty 
putiies; some laid it to John O'Brirn, for 
the reason that he wasarough character 
and Was afterward seen with somes gol} 
coin: others thonght that the Lonks 
couunitted the crime, anil a party was 
organize: to go up and hang Near Louk 
or make him confess. They went ap on 
the night of May 11, bat he hat learned 
that they were comming so they did not 
find him. Shortly after the murder 
Louk started a store at Reedtowa and 
it soun became the general talk in Nur- 
ton that it was Chapman's money that 
pureha:ed the goods, but Mts. Briggs 
says that tha Louks got their mon y 
trom Wisconsin, and that S D. Reed did 
the correspunding for them, aud there 
could be no inistake about where their 
money came frou, Neak Louk left the 
‘country u$ soon as be heard that he wis 
accused of murder and has never been 
here sinea. In 1880 the following letter 
wag received by the county officials, ad- 
dressen tu L3aota; it was turned over tc 
Sheriff J. W. Vining by Alexander Mor- 
vison: 

“Wixxemac, Ino,, dune 12, 1880. 

“Sheriff Norton County,  Ratsies, 
Derr Sir:—Is there a fawily vy the mame 
of Lonk in your county: Do you know 
anything about a min by the uame of 
Chapman being murdered there’ 1 
havein my castody a remy main, whi 
wives his name as Louk, wl praterds 
to be hantuay for the nven that inur 
dere? Chagwan, He tx doubtless ine 
sanerif be has any friends or relatives 
in that county please newly then. 

“Yours respectfully, 
“Jayes No Ronee, Sheriff.” 
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Tuis letter was never replied to by 
Sherif Vining for the reason thut there 
was none of the Louks in this counly at 
that time. 

The friends of Reedtewn and Louk 
acensed E:l Newell and Coleman of the 
murder. The evening before the crim 
was cunmitted thesa two had started 
tor Lowell, Neb.. after lumber and did 
not return for zeveral days: they brough'! 
heme a large bill of lumber, and at once 
began the erection of several -buildings. 
Ax people here did not know where they 
vot the money to make their purchase. 
it was very aatumtl ¢hat thelr enemics 
should think it was Chapinan’s; bunt it 
afrerward develuped that the echuvl dis- 
trict bowls were traded for the lumber. 
su this wasextdained that circumstance, 
Jack Brovks nndothers used to say that 
the bullet that was cut ont of Chapman 
fitted Ed Newell's pistel. bat that rumor 
Was never verified. Billings and Sem 
Newell were very Jond in their denyu- 
ciativn of Lonk, an} beaded the party te 
voupand bang him. This and other 
ninor circumstances Were used agaist 
Newell and Colentin by their erneiiex 
al the dine. lint so far as the writer 
knows every circumstance that pointed 
taward their wnilt has siuea been satis: 
fuctortly explained, 

Another theory of the murder that 
appears tothe writer as being in line 
with the views of the settlers wno were 
entirely unprejudice] in the dnatter. 
lavs the crime to Jerome Cox and three 
etierimen whose names are now for- 
gotten, 

Gu April 89. three days before the 
wiurder, these four meu came to Fleury 
Qliver’s place with a wagou load af 
corn ineal which they tried to sell. 
Henry kept them over night, bunt refusid 
tu bus their areal, The next merning 
thes elarted weet saying that they were 
geting ons Tuffa'o hunt: late tha even- 
ing Cox came back on foot to Oliver's 
dnyzent with a imesase from Chapurim 
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saving he would by their meal if he 
(Oliver) would sell it out for him. Oliver 
saul no: if be wanted the meal he 
(Oliver) had the money to bay it. 

Shortly after this, perlitps the same 
evening. some of the party came back to 
fliver’s with the meal, stating that 
Chamnan had purebased it and re 
yuested them to leave it there for hin. 
After unlcading it they again deput ted 
for he west. 

Oliver never saw Chapman alive after 
that. but his idea of the murder, which 


ds also shared by John Kelly, Sol Marsh, 


Churley Hillsinger and other old settlers 
wio were here at that time, is that 
when Chapu:an paid for the meal he 
displayed his woney and rhey (Cox and 
party) returned on the night of May 2 
and committe the murder. Jerome 
Cox had co:ne into this country in Sep- 
teinber, 1872, aud settled on che lant 
now owned by Jim MeKez on Crooked 
Creek. fifteen niles southeast of No-tan. 
He was from Macon county, Missonri 
He s;eat inost of his time in hunting 
aud trapping. Hy» was looked ou as a 
horse thief and a bad citizen in geueral, 
ut no one knew positively of any erimes 
he was implieated in until he left here 
ini$i4. He then went to Cloud connty, 
Kansas. where he and a man by the 
name of Charley Hnrlgon, stole a spall 
of borses near Coneardia and cime back 
throngh Norton. The sheriff of Ciond 
connty followed them up here and sne- 
cerded in capturing Hudson and the 
horses a little west of Nurton, Hudson 
was sent to the penitentiary for five 
years, but Cox got away and has never 
been heard of in this country. 

Chapman was getting old, perhaps 
near 60, at the time he was murdered. 
As he had no relatives in this country 
uo OMe took any special interest in Inok- 
ing furthe tunrderers. No one waa ever 
arrested for the crima, It would ap- 
hear frum the circumstances us related 
to us by men who were bere, that there 





would have been no trouble for the offi- 
cers to have apprehended the criminals. 
Thut they made no effort to do so cer- 
tainly reflects seriously on some of the 
officials, especiully Billings, who a short 
time before this got the couuty urgan- 
ized for the purpose. as he said, of main- 
taining law aud order; and this Closes 
the history of one of the must hideous 
crimes ever committed in Norton 
county. 

Sween John Nelson was born at 
Storabroba, Sweden, Juna |, 1805, After 
his mothew’s death, which occurred in 
1287, John decided to come to America, 
Tu the fall of 1848. when only thirteen 
years of age, he landed in New York. 
Hewent to Cattaraugus county, that 
state, where ie stayed four years work- 





S. J. Nelson. 


ing for his board and attending district 


school. Ile went to Ilinois in J872 and 
from there to Norton county, Kansas in 
March 1873. te took a claim on Battle 
Creek. two miles north of Culvert, In 
1883 he bought the Jchn Lumberg farm 
that joined him on the west, which 
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makes him one ef the fluest farins iu 
Einmett township. He still owns this 
furm except forty acres of his old home- 
stead which he deeded his wife in 18s6. 
Ke nirrried Miss Lutie Cainpbell Jann- 
ary 13, 188): two children were born to 
them, the eldest Ernest. born November 
24, 1820; the second ebild. Ida. wae born 
March U. 1882, This prove! to be au 
unhappy union. co in 1884 they separited: 
they were ilivorced in Apri] Ims6. the 
court giving the children and the forty 
acres of laud above diseribal to Mrs, 
Nelson. She afterward married Ed- 
ward Daily, thes reside at Holdredye. 
Nebraska at this time. 

Nelson lives in Norton but gives bis 
entire atrention to farming and stuek 
raising: he owns some ¢ity pruperty ui 
Norton an'l would probably have been 
one of our wealthiest citizens only for 
his dowmestie tronble. In the county 
seit contest he was a Norton ian but 
contrary to the nsuil role that applies to 
the former subject of King secur, the 
Seaond, Nelson votes the Democratic 
ticket. 

No complete history of Nurton county 
could be written without making prom. 
inent mention of Richar} Willians. His 
ancestors came frow Engiind early in 
the seventeenth century. They belong- 
ed to the society of Friends or Quakers. 
The right to worship: God according to 
the dictates of their own consciences be 
ing denied them by the Crown they like 
William Penu, sought ic country where 
political and religions liberty were guir- 
autied them. They setiledin Virginia 
and remained there until the vear J“00 
when Richard's yrandfather imovetl to 
Colunibiana county, Ghio. At this time 
Benj, WilKaras, Richard's father, was 
Iut 18 vears old: ten years Inter on May 
1M, 1820. Riehard was born, When he 
was wineteen venrs old he aneved te Per. 
ry county, in the same state. where on 
Gerober 95. 1832) he was uimrnied tu Miss 
EBhizuleth MeDousld. Ten children 


were born to them: all of them except 
the youngest son were born in Perry 
county, Ohio, They muved to Verner 
county. Wiseonsin, and settled near 
Viroqua in the spring of i855. They re- 
wiained there for fifteen years and what 
wight be srid the best years of hig lite 
Was speit there helping to develop thit 
country In 18.0 they moved to Brawn 
county, Kausas. and in April 1873 moved 
to Norton county and setiled ou the 
Prairie Dog four miles east of Norton. 
Richari'’s brother Benjamin, Joshi 
Lieurance, Richard's sous Julin, Isaiah, 
Frank, Bert, and hisdanghter Mrs, Hope 
and her three sous composed the party 
that cume here overland from Brown 
county. They were camped at Yellow 
Springs, between here anid Kirwin, for 
three days during that terrible snow 
Ktorm of April 13, 1473. After Jim Mag- 
gard had preved up on the Norton town 
site Richard Williams purchased it from 
hint ound then organized the Nerton 
Town association, They plitted sixty 
acres of it und started in to build a city, 
and the fact that Norton retained the 
county sext was largely due to the liber- 
ality of Mr. Williams: while others 
worked as faithfully as he for the suc- 
cess of Norton yet he was always called 
on when money was needed, He was 
the ouly member of the town compiny 
who lid any cash in early days. Had 
he abandoned the fight and refused 
financial aid Leota would be the county 
seattoday, Thelife of Richard Williams 
was truly that of a pioneer but the fruits 
of his labors were left to those who fol- 
lowed jtitn. He was a man of untiring 
energy, the sonl of honor in all hig per- 
setband business relations, generous 
nud Tiberal to aid in any cominedable. 
enterprise. and in the hospitable home 
friewlor stranger ulways met with a 
heatty reception. His house was everv- 
body's home and the band of want and 
poverty never knocked on his door in 
Vain. In all questions of pnblic import- 
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wwe he manifested adeep interest and 
like the trne patriot that he was never 
fuiled to cust his vote for chief miagis- 
trite. From his Quaker ancestors he 
inherited a dislike for slivery. so that 
when the abolition party was organized 
he at once became aleader in this nei h- 
dors oJ; bis age prevented his going ja- 
to the war but he sent all his sons that 
were old enough, and it was his boust 
that be had five sons-in-law in the war 
althongh he onjy bad thrie duughters, 
Perhaps the most striking characteristic 
of Mr, Wilbama was his strong and ail- 
pervading religious life, In 1889 he left 
tne Qoaker chureb and united with the 
Discipleor, Christian church and through- 
out the remainder of his life was a most 
comsistent and huuored member of that 
organization, being ove of the elders at 
the lime ot his death. With hiin relige. 
joa wag no: a sentiment but a controlling 
force: the Bible not a book of inystery 
but a revelation and guide; christianity 
Not a theory bnt an established faci. 

Anineident that mary illuminate his 
tenacity to honesty may be given here 
wilbout betraying any confidence: When 
sume money Was requirel to intluence 
lash Worthington of the Solomon to 
side with Norton ina certain county 
reat election, a safe diploniat was select- 
cdin W_E. Case 10 approach Father 
Williaws for a contribution. Case 
Knowing the delicate mssion theorized 
With the old gentleman, ulluded to 
bribes, purchases, poverty. anil greedy- 
battns of the opposition and put in an 
hour of speech wandering around Robin 
Hood's baru with Vane insinur'jons 
Finely Unele Diek pulled out his wallet 
“0d banded Case a $5 bill. Case then 
“Marted to explain the purpose ef the 
‘oney but Unele Dick shnt him off: 
“Hdon’t want to kuow—don't want to 
‘t—don't tell me anything alont what 
sea will doe with the money.” 

AN whose pleasure it: was to be on 
tertis of acqnaintauceship with him will 


bear record of the honesty and integrity 
of his life. He died atthe residence of 
lis son, Albert R. Williams in Enmet 
township February 2, 1985, ape Ti years 
Smonthsand !2 days. He was buried 
in the Nortou cemetery, Mrs, Williaus 
was born October 2¥, 1814, but her $9 
years bear lightly on ber forshe is hale 
wid in full possession of all her faculties: 
she lives with her children in Norton. 

Jobu Williame. Richard's eldest son. 
was born July 30, 1833; he was married 
to Ellen J. Stites July 11, 1858 in Vernon 
county, Wisconsin. John volunteererl 
Angust 14, 1862, in company A twenty- 
fifth Wisconsin infantry, Col. Jerry 
Rask's regiment Was in the selye of 
Vieksburg and Atlanta, and went with 
Sherman to the sea. After the surrender 
of Lee at Appomattox he went to Wash- 
ington for the grand reunion, ani after 
Was innstered out at Madison, Wiseon- 
sin, June 26, 1865. He went intoservice 
a private aud canie out a second lieuten- 
ant. 

John came to Kansas with his futher 
and took land on the Priairie Dog five 
Inilss east of Norton: he sold his land to 
Albert Graves in tie fall of 1875, anid 
returned to Brown county, but returned 
here again in August 1886. He purchas- 
ed the Lemue} Lieuranee fanu which he 
stillowns. Mrs. Williams diel July 1%, 
181, aud was buried in the Norton 
cemetery, They never had butone child 
born June 24, 1867, died November 24), 
1871. Johnis now engaged in the grocery: 
business in Nortou, 

Isaiah Williams was born Febraary 
28, 1827: was married to Miss Surah J. 
Stiles in Brown county, Kansas, Ovtuber 
1S, IRTi:she was) horn April 2, 1849. 
They have three children tue eldest 
Noas Ray, born July 14, 1875: ke is Low 
euguged as clerk in the Krocery store of 
Reno & Williams, Their secoad chitd, 
Essie Kate burn September 24, (NTT, and 
Emma B. bore Vareh 10, 1885, 

Isaiah volunteered in cumpany I sixth: 
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Wisconsin Infantry June 1, 1861; was in 
the battle of Ganisvilie, secon Bull 
Run, South Monntaia and Antie*am. 
Here he received a musket ball through 
the right lung September 17, 1962; which 
cut short his army career; he was tlis- 
charged January 29, 1803. He took land 
adj ining John’s farm, sold ont an] left 
with him iu 1875. Hlecame back in “Sb 
and bought Dave Clase's homes‘tentl 
where he now lives. 

Jobn and Isaiah Williams lve been 
partners since firet coming to Norton 
county in every thing thoy possessed, 
even toe their faring ntensil:, nnd ure 
sear¢ely ever seen apart, ‘This cau be 
nuceounted for, toa certain extent be- 
cause their wives were gister:. When 
they come here in 1878 a sister of their 
wives come with them, Miss Minerva 
Stiles; she waz at that titee in feeble 
heelth, she died ef consumption June 10, 
1978, avd was buried on the laid now 
owned vy the LineeIn Land voupany. 
just novih of John Hamifion's old stone 
house, Dnt was afterward removed 10 
the present cemetery by Willian Hf, 
Hart. After the cemeery wus repliatted 


” . 
itleft ber grave in an alles: rne was 


agnio taken up aad buried onthe Wil- 
jiam‘s lot. Hers was the first patural 
death of any white person in Norion 
county. * 

Miss Emeline Williains. sister of the 
Williams brothers. was bor Pebrnary 
s. 1884; was married 16 Geurge W. Hope 
March 22, 1855. 9 He enlisted in the 
same Wisconsin company with) Jehn 
Williuzs. He died at Mempnts. Tenn.. 
September 21, 1°63. while i the servicer. 
Lisfour sons, the ellest Juin Albert. 
was burn Pebruacy 1p, i850: be resides 
in Enmmett township. has never nuaried, 
Their secoud gon, Cuartes FE. Hop: was 
born September U. 1-7. Peed Ddeererny- 
ber 18, iets, Milton: (i. Was born 
Anyust 1, rs5u. Efe left hete some 
years ago; since tut time he inarriad 
tise Pian High also well koewn here. 
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lie isia business in Vale. Oregon, with 
his yoanger brother, Isaiah who is als: 
married. Isaiah was born September 
28, 1h61. 

Mra. Hope settled ou the Jend east of 
Henry Oliver. the same is now owued by 
Willian Simpson. She pitched her 
camp inthe draw but had net got her 
dug out finished when a heavy rain 


-whien oeenrred on the last day of April 


washeil het camp completely away, in- 
cluding several sacks of fluur, ong b re} 
of pork, groceries ete: supplies enough 
tolast until they could raise a cro}. 
Henry Oliver seeing the predicament she 
was in invited the widow uud her sons te 
come over and live in his dug-ont uniil 
hers was completed. She accepted his 
ueighienty offer with some hesitancy, of 
course. but being withont a place to lay 
her head she ilid not take up mack Umer 
in deciding to go over. 

After Henry had finished the inquest 
on Chapman. May 4, be recogrized the 
danger of solitary life and decited that 
he woenid net again live alone if be contd 
prevailon the widow to remata with 
him, Everything ran «long smoothly 
muti] Angust 12. Henry had in the mean 
time peoved ip on hig laud. so when Mrs. 
Hope got realy to move back to her dns 
ont he was ready to go along. 

Squire Oliver was a widower. his wife 
baving died in New York before he 
moved to Kansas. 

Sol Marsh amg Charley Hillsinger ot 
this thne had been pluwiug for Squire 
Oliver: Sol’'s tevin of oxen every tine by 
nnhitehed from the plow for dinuer, ased 
toge the prairie Dag fer drink. aud a- 
efter as they reached the steep tink 
plunged in, swam across. sealed the oy 
posits bank and left Solly in one of hie 
sweet tempers gpired with blasphemy, 
(in this day Sully followed the oxeu wit), 
ldo Lin his eve bent on breaking vei 
hewds ar habits: andl just as he was 
emeroug from the water, clothes aml 
all. Sqnire Chiver appeared upon the op 








posite haul ina frenzy of excitement, 
exchiiming:— 

“Come, Sol, come! ‘ells to pay! Judge 
tzibhbon is hat my ‘ouse ina fit; we ‘ave 
ty tie “im.” 

Withont waiting for Sos question 
Olfver ran back Solly after hin believing 
that the 250 lbs. Judge Gibbon, ifin a 
tic. would bea bad mun. 

Solly entered the dugout like a drown- 
ed rat paralyze lon beholding the siuil- 
ing Squire Oliver standin heside Widow 
lope in the center of the floor with the 
Probate Court befur them, a session-law 
patmiphlet iu bis legal land, about tu 
join them husbant and wits. That ha 
Wid then and there, ‘Tnis was the sec- 
sud marriage that oceicred in Norton 
ronnuty, ‘ 

Henry Oliver was born November 14. 
High at West Hyde, Hertfordshire, En- 
gland; in 1851 eigrated to America and 
atrived in New York ufrera voyage of 
six weeks and located at Gilbertsville, 
Otsegxo conuty, New York; in 1352? moved 
to Obiv und located at Painsville, Lake 
conuly; moved hack to New York in 
leo and located at Morris, Otz:ego ¢onn- 
iv. and there servel three years as ap- 
preatice tu a exrring+ maker: worked ut 
lis trade until September 26, 1861, at 
whieh time be was euroiled in company C 
Sex York Morgan's Svigng artillery; 
wits discharged from the United States 
service on November 5, 18} at Fort 
Sennett, Virginia; re-inlisted on the 7th 
day of November und fought like a 
Yiegan in the following datrles: Bult 
Run. Spottsylvania. North Hanna. Tolo- 
jetomy, Cold Elarboar, Petersburgh, 
Jerusalem, Plank Road. Deep Bottoin 
Hatches Ran. battle of 201 corps, Five 
Forks, South Side R. K Evacntion of 
Petersburg, Sailor Creek, Farinville or 
Round Fort Surrender of Lee's ary at 
Appumattox, After the surremler of 
Lee's army he returned to Washington 
Ud took partin the grand review, and 
on September 29, was discharged at 


Washingten, D. C.: he then returnel to 
New York and again went to work at 
the rarriage bnainess. 

Henry Oliver bought the lots where 
Kahn’‘a and Sbimeall’s stores now stand 
for $10 and in 1873 built the first wagon 
shop there,a gcol frame building now 
used as a dwelling house uear the fair 
ground. He operated this shop for five 
years. using it plso asa court roeotn in 
his justice practice 

Mary A. Willia ns waa born May 21, 
1839: she was mrrried to John E. Davis 
January 1, 1860. Ha was born in Morgan 
¢couuy, Ohio. Daveuihes 8, 1934; moved 
to Vernon county, Wisconsin in 1935. 
He volunteered in company .\. 25th Wis- 
consin infuntry August 14. 182: was 
made coummissary sergeant: was in 
the sieges of Vicksburgand Atlanta and 
inarche:l with Sherman toe the sea: he 
was mustered out at Madison. Wiscon- 
sin He moved to Brown county, Kaus., 
in 186%: cavne to Norton couuty in May 
1885; he was trustee of Center township 
in 1390; was elected ou city conncil in 
189t. and 1893; he is uow engaged inthe 
coal and graiu business, They have two 
sons. Ellsworth J. and Nona A. who 
came here with their father in INS83. and 
went into the hardware busines3, They 
suid ont in 1889 an went to Milton, 
Oregon and are vow engaged in bank- 
ing. They are both graduxtes of the 
Quincy Business college, at Quiney fl. 
E J. was born Sepvenber 26, $82: he 
was marriel to Lanra M, Rano May 15. 
1887; they have twochildren. KE. J. was 
a member of the city council for two 
yerarasundiaster of the Masonic Indes 
for one vear while in Norton, 

Nona Austin wns born Febraary 15, (867: 
Was tnarried at Suntiego. California. to 
Mande McCrea,they trave one child, 

Ahnyra Williatos was born November 
19, 1837; she iarriel Henry Anerson 
July 28. 1863. He was a soldier in the 
49 lowva fufantey, was also 2 minister in 
the Christian church. [T+ died of con- 
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sumption in Brown county. Kans... June 
11, i871: they bad ¢woehildren both deal. 
Mra. Anderson was again iniarried, this 
time to Harlow M. Wailer Fepruary 7, 
1877; they have one ehild, Hurry. born 
February 14, 1880, Mr. Waller was 
born in Crawford county, Ohio. May 18. 
1836; move: with hia parents to Wash- 
ington county. Wisconsiv, in 1S1?: was 
married there to Henrietta Newcom). 
In September ISG! be enlisted in coin- 
piny D1S Wisconsin infautry: went ofit 
asorderly sergemt. appointed in May 
1862 to second licutenant: wasin saige of 
Vicksburg and in conmmand of his com- 
pany throngh the Atlanta campaign; re- 
tigned Septemther 17. JSH1. Moved tu 
Faun Da Lac, Wiseonsin in 1865: came 
froin there to Hiawatha, Kanras, March 
1868. Was cn the city council of 
Hiawatha for three years: lis wife 
died tberein 1£75, They ha three 
children all giris: Ida. Myrtle and Lillie. 
ida married Voley Schilling in Brown 
county in 1888; come tu Nort.n = cennty 
in 188"; now lives on the Heury Notson 
farm. Myrtle married Elliot Irvin und 
Jeves in Uiayatha: Lillie married Dave 
Bruner in 1893 and lives in Norton, 

Mr. Waller learned the carpenter 
trade while a youn: man al has fol- 
lowed it all his life except while in the 
army, and four years be was a rlroad 
conductor on the St. Jo. and Grand 
Island Railroad. He came to Norton 
county ia 1886, has did the carpenter 
work of several of the finest builliagzs 
in Norton. He and his yxtrtner Mr. 
Kuhn bnilt the court honse in fst. On 
this jab which is one of the best and 
cheapest ever built in Kunsas. threavh 
the failure of his sulicontrocter sntfered 
a Tuss.of $1000.00, Mr. Wallernow owns 
tik; Pres Crevtin farm five .ribes north 
east of Norton where He resides. He 
hing been depnty grand sasoter of the 1. 
(0.0. F. tar bis district for luany years. 

Benjamin Franklin Willing was 
horn Aciaist 24, 0G, He first came to 





WE, Case inthe fall of 1872. He went 
with them ona buffalo hunt that wiuter 
and returned rere in the spring of iS7s: 
he took the lind south of Henry Oliver, 
how owned by John EZ. Davis. In the 
suunner of 1878 he went trto the merean- 
tile business with W. E. Case, Frank 
was elected connty treasurer in Novem- 
ler (878. but resigned before the ex- 
Jiration of his ierm. After heaud Case 
failed in business in 1375, he went to 
farming: be purchased the David Close 
famn, where his brother leaiah now live 
aud lived there for some years. He was 
warrie | to Miss Phoeb? Loretta Rogers 
August 8. 1875, by David Close, justice 
of the peuce. Nettie’s parents were op- 
posed to ths aarriage. so Frank drove 
upinaspring wagon on Sunday after- 
nuon aud they went ont fora ride; they 
drove straight tothe Lote of Justice 
Close. Somme tine the same evening W. 
B Rogers learned they were mi irried: 
the atmosphere arvund Norton at once 
beeame blne; the pentle soath wind that 
prevaded nuttre that afternoon began te 
samell of sulphur powder wud duels: tlits 
strange phenomena in nature soon 
bronght the setttersout of their duyoats, 
hint when they learned that Frank Wil- 
liana and Nettie Regers were married. 
every thing was plain to them, A recon- 
viliatiun between Frank and Rogers wis 
aifecte 1, and everything ieclading dame 
nature wore a stile. Frank was ap- 
pointed postuinater of Norton in 7879. 
atter the resiznation of Capt. Jarvis. 
aud fora tithe rung restaurautin the 
postofice building on south west corner 
of square: he sold the Dbniliing and re- 
signed the offices in 1880: he moved to 
Milton, Oregon in I8N2, where he now 
resides, Heis eneagel in the lamber 
tmsiiess, adin also a contractor and 


builder.  Mr.sand Mrs, Williams have 
eight children. 
Albert Richard Williams was born 


November Lo, 1854: came to Norton 























county with his father when he was 1 
yeurs old und has resided here cvutinu: 
onsly ever since. Atter Julge Gibbon 
lied Hert bought his claim at aduinis- 
trator’s sale and used his homestead mght 
opit. Hs was marriad December 6, 
(875, in Veruon county. Wisconsin, to 
Electa A. Willinms: tuey bave had four 
childred, one dead and three living. 
Bert takes an active part in the adjust- 
mentof all public questions; was the 
Populist nominee for county clerk in 
130 but w s defeated by Jesse S. Wright, 
He is an active member ut the Christian 
enurch. He and his wife are always 
realy telenda helping hand in caring 
for the sick and participating in all other 
charitable and Lenevolent work. Among 
his many virtnes is the one that he never 
tasted intoxicating liquors. But few 
men of his ave can trnthfully say as 
much, He owns a far three miles east 
of Norton which is ocenpied by a ten- 

nant: he resides in Nortoa at this time 
and isemplored in the iinplement busi- 
ness by Kimmell & Marsh. He was 
jnasier of the Masonic lodge in |890%,and 
again in 1893. Iu sul he representel] 
this district in the nationul convention 
at’ Cincinnati when the Peoples party 
Wis organized. 

The remaining three children of Rich- 
ard Williams are dead: Sallie born July 
3.1841, died when a etfild. Lewis N, 
horn May 26, 1248, died before they 
ume to Kanses. Thomas Anstin, born 
April 20, 1858; he eime here with kis 
Parents but shortly afrer went to Brown 
vounty to attend school where he died. 

William Grant was born in Upper 
Camela ata place called Simith's Palls 
Out, 31, 131. When he was four years 
‘ld his parents moved to Montgomery 
wnnty, New York. and in 140 to Henry 
runty. Minois. In the spring of 1552 
“compunied by bis younger Irether 
John he went across the plains to Cali- 
fornia with an ox team, remained there 
‘witil November 180, when he returned 


home by the way of Nicaradgua amd 
New York, arriving at. home in January 
1867; remained in Tlinois until August 
1873; came to Norton vounuty and settled 
on Cactus Creek and his resided there 
ever since. He was married in Henry 
county, Illinois January 14. 186%, to 
Permelia E. Straight who was born De- 





W. Grant. 


ceniber Y, 7850. They have four child 
ren, two boys and two girls; the boys 
were born in INinois, the girls in Kansas: 
Dwight W., their eldest son. was born 
February 19, 1870. Fle lost his left arm 
by accidentally shooting himself while 
in Utah July 20, 3890. As soon as he 
contd travel he came home. When be 
Was 17 years oli he became a member of 
the Methodist chureh, took wp the min- 
istry in 1589, was elected connty cleric 
on the Popalist ticket in the fallof 190, 

John E, was born November 0, 1871: 
he was married Movember 15, 1891, to 
Ina M: Heacock; they have one child and 
reside in Grant township. 

Grant'stwo daughters Lulu and Letty 
were born 1877 and 1855, respectively; 
Letty lives at home with her parents, 
Lnlu is acting ns depnty county eletk in 
the office of her brother. When Graut 
settled on Cactus Creek his only neizh- 
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bors were Tom Attehecy, John Jones, 
his brother J. H, Grant and Mr Fenton. 
Joe Eagleberger came i few divs Jater: 
Grant bought his claim of William 
Green who tow lives at Nicodemus 
His brother J. H Grant stayed here un- 


til 18t4, he new lives in Tuwa. Eagle- 
berger is in southwestern Missouri, 


Jones and Fenton left in 1874, hut their 





D, W. Grant. 


wherentonts are unknown now, Graut 
wasa Norton man during the eaunty 
seut fight; was adelegste to Ure jrilicial 
convention at) Millbrook in rast) en 
agin in N88 to the senatorial conven- 
tion at Smith Center; wis county com- 
missioner for five years; Was elected for 
tee vears frst time in ISS. in INis he 
wis elected for three years; Was chair. 
man of board for three years. He was 
postinuster for five years iu Cwlifornia, 
from ‘G} ta “66; was also Internal Reve- 
nue collector and enrolling oeflieer in 
Califorsia during the war, Whien the 
Cactns postoftice wie e-tilliehe tin De 
cetnber (s7h ie was appointed nest. 
thaster and reastine Loin that capacity 
forreven vears 9 He was elected trastee 
of Lincutn ‘owneliite m S83, and bel 





the saine office in Grant township in 
TXx2 and 1893. On twoeovecesions he was 
ehairman of republican county conven- 
tious. {fn 1889 he was a defeated eandi- 
date for register of deeds. 

lnexplaining his political history. he 
says he was a repeblican until he got his 
eyes open when ie beenmwe a pupilist. 

Charles William Posson was born at 
Sshoharie county, New York, Septem- 
ber 20, t546. He moved with bis parents 
to Racine county. Wisconsin, in 1855, 
and from there to Rock county in the 
same state in 1kGI. He was raised on at 
Tarm. tie volunteere! in company I. 44 
Wisconsin infantry in the spring of 1365: 
was sent with his cegimant to Nashville 
but got there to» Jate for the fight: he 
served until the close of the war. He 
came to Kansagin t=71 and settled in 
Jewell county where lis was married to 
Lora Roby on June 4, 1873. Moved from 
there to Norton county in December 
1873, und settled three miles cortheust 
of Norton, Six children Lave been born 
tolhem. three of tiem living: theireldest 
daughter was born July 4. 1834, Charley 
aiys she was the tirst child borniu Nor- 
tan on the 4th cet Joly. Charlie E. and 
Harry are twelve and nine years of age 
respectively: 

Poss ou wns elected sheriff iu Novetn- 
lier IS7.; there were no political parties 
here at that time exvept connly seat. 
Lonis Logan was noninated by the 
Leota factian against Posseu bat failed 
Jo vet votes enough. Posson woved to 
Norton and started the Conimereial 
hotelin Octoher 1876in the Chapman 
log dimse which now does service a: 
Wash house inthe rearof the Peerless 
hotel, He also staried a livery barn 
hack of the suine hotel; this was the first 
livery and feed stable in Norton connty, 
Heenlarged on the lotel from time tu 
titne netil from (eo until ikSt be had 
the finest hotel in northwestern Kanaas, 
Yeebnilt bis new hivery barn on the 
northeust corner of the square in 1s7@: 








it was dedicated on July 4, of that year 
with a big ball; this was the largest and 
best barn in northwest Kansas at the 
time. Hesold bis hotel to Griffin and 
Lockard in 1484 but stull owns and oper- 
nutes the barn, The first person sent to 
th» penitentiary from this county was 
Herod Hopkins who had come in the 
spting of 1876, aud was stopping with 





C. W. Posson. 


Hopkins and 
his wife made rrrangements to steal the 
‘cm of horses belonging to Johu Riley 
Where both lived; so he tuvk the horses 
and left; his wife was to follow ina short 
tite as Boon ag he cuuld send her money 


his wife west of Leota. 


tocome, The money failed to arrive un 
time so the wife tok! that he had gone 
With the horses He was arrested) and 
brought baek by Posson. As the court 
lid not ait for some tims and there be- 
ing no jail Possoa kept the prisoner at 
leane with him on tie farm He would 
take Hopkins with him tothe field and 
chain him to the wazon wheel, while le 
pluwed, When conrt eouvened Hopkins 
ended guilty aml was sentenced hy 
Jude Holt to three yearsin the peniten- 
tiary. Pogson took him overlatd to Clay 











Center and from there to Lansing by 
rail. This oecurred in 1876. Posson was 
allowed $1 per day for guarding the 
prisoner, and 40vts per day for board iu 
county Warrants worth 25 cents on the 
dollar. Posson also took Brenneman to 
the peuitentiary in the fall of 1876, 
Brenneman bad come here in the sum- 
Iner Of 1575, and settle] near Clayton. 
He had two children; a boy @ years old 
anda girl }0 yearsold. Brenneinan was 
a Juun near 6U yearsofare. He was 
convicted of incest cowmmittel on bis 
daughter and sent up for five years. 

Whea bis tittle girl tuld her reVouitiing 
story On the witness stand it tuok the 
utmost diligence on the part of sheritf 
Possou and his deputies to prevent the 
wngry populace from lynching Breune- 
man. The children were sent torelutives 
in Missouri ani have never bean beard 
frou since. 

In the springof 1877 Bnd Thomas aud 
Harry Hogleboom atole two horses of 
Wilson of Wilsonville, Nebraska aud 
came south through Norton. aud while 
on the Solomon traded one of the horses 
to Hank Gandy for a hors? belonging to 
William Sinipsun. They comes to Nor- 
ton with Simpson's horse, and arrived 
here just as Wilson came up ou their 
trail. = Posson arrested then ox the 
charge of horse stealing. He kept tham 
in the log hotel until court met by lock. 
iug their shackles throngh a ring made 
fast to the tloor, Hoglebouin wis con- 
victed but Thomas was dismisssed by 
the jury. Pussron and Hall Harmouson, 
deputy sheriff, started for the peniten- 
Usry with Hogleboom by way of Hays 
City: on the way Hogleboom told Pus- 
son that Thomas hal stolen Bill Simp- 
son's vil Bell horse; su at Stuckton they 
runento Thoinas Poss arrested him, 
tuvk him to Hays nud left im there in 
Jail until he reznrned from the pen; but 
while he waa gone Thomas got outan a 
writul Inbeay corpus and made his 
escape. In 1870 Thomas knocked a mag 
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down at WaKeeney for his money and 
left him fur dead but the 1a#0 recovered. 

Thomas was never seeun in Lhis coun- 
try siace. Pogson says he was killed by 
the cowlmy's friends who had been as 
saulted by bimat Wiukeeney, but the 
writer has heard that he was on the 
Pacific coast. 

During Posson’s term of office he also 
arrested Jim Dunbar charged with 
murder at Meridian, Nebraska. and 
turned him over to the Nebraska officials 
at Kearaey. Pesson was numinated 
again by the Norton neople for sherill in 
1877, but wus defeated by Faek Conarty 
by one vote at the yeneral election 

David Posson, Charlie's fatler. cume 
here with bis family in isis. Te was 
born in Schoharie county, New York, 
March 24. 1819: he was married May 25, 
1839 to Catharine Hartrick. 

Shewas borniuthe same county in 

New York, Sept. 10,1815: they settled 
ona farm six miles north of Norten 
but his health soon failed. so Charley 
brought them to his house ntl look care 
of them as long as they live], 
. David Possin diel from the etheers of 
a caneer in the arm February 13. 1883, 
and was buried in the Nurton cemetery; 
his wife died frum the etfeets of lazcippe 
January 20, 1890, and is buried by the 
side of her husband,” Their youngest 
son, Chester. cnmue here in WTS: he was 
Lorn Mareh U}, 280%: be was uicercied tu 
Mary Brown Sept. 2u, (882: they left here 
in Mareh 1885 and vow reside at Stufurd, 
Holt county, Nebraska 

George Kingsbury tel's the following 
story on C.W. Pos-on.whteh meuttrred 
in Deeeurber 18th, at the tia Tu arcived 
in thevaunty.  Possom sloiits that there 
is some truth itu story. At the 
time Possgndrese dhowroon the Prairie 
Dees from the head ot Deer Creek at cp: 
Dudley Morriom farni. Mrs. losson save 
a buffalo standing on the point aleut 
one nile south of thew.  Charkey un- 
harnessed his grav face mare that was 





hitched to the wagon it the time, and 
vot ready to start forthe buffalo. This 
was Charley’s mare Topsy that wiil be 
remembered dy «ll vld settlers. Just as 
he mounted to start with his squirrel 
rifle in his hand he heard some one eall- 
ing: he looked aronnd and saw ai inan 
conting ou a pony with a reelle gun in 
hishand. Chariey waited until he came 
Up; on asking bis name he eaid, “Tom 
Pusy Morris.” So they starte! ufter the 
hutfalo. They rode up the draw until 
oppusite their gawe; they got off aud 
hitchel their horses to a cottonwood 
bush and prepared to meet their game, 
On looking over the brink of the draw 
they saw the buffalo coming down to- 
wird where they were standing. They 
secreted themselves in the tall grass. Mr. 
Duffalo cane down and passed within a 
few feet of them, but they did uot shoot 
until he passed. After they discovered 
the buifale did not see them, they both 
fired: Possen broke one of “its legs and 
Morris snother, Of conrse the buffalo 
could not run with two Jegs broken but 
was able tv tlouner around; this so 
seired them that they ran a shore dis- 
tance toa stnall buifalo wallow; Possou 
being the worst scared. got there first. 
auc junit in. Posy followed and laid 
down ontopef him.  Posson jusisted 
that Posy should get out and fight fer 
tueir lives as he had the needle san, bur 
Posy ¢xid, ‘It's no use. we will have to 
lie together.” So they laid there for an 
honr until George Kipyshury vane and 
killed the batfale, which in the mean- 
tine hatl notanoved a fuot from where 
he first fell. Grandma Bieber had seen 
thems shouting, a distance of one mile 
away. She went one half inile farther 
after Ningslary on foot; meantime Pos- 
son id Posy bad lain in the bnffalo 
wallow expecting death every uiinute. 
When the legislature met in Tanuare 
1IS32 Cul, N.W. Billings of Norton coun- 
te Wasen hand and sworn iu with the 
baluanee of the metubers, Heat once he- 
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came the butt of all ridiave This was 
the session of the legislature su whieh 
the famous York exposure ocenrred that 
defested Seuxtor Pomerov and elected 
John James Ingalls to the United 
States Senate, The principal argument 
used with members by Pomeroy and his 
opponents at that time was bvodle: and 
it was positively kuown that Billings’ 
fingers stuck to some of that muney. 
Captain J. G. Waters of Topeka wrote 
an ariicle entitled “Fifty Days of His- 
tory” wisich as published in tbe Kansas 
Magazine of July 1873 from which we 
“ynete the folowing: ~The tedium cf a 
morning session was frequently enliven: 
vd by the sporadic eloquence of Heuor- 
nuble Mr, Billings of the county of Nor- 
ten. and of whomit would not be inapt 
to remark, that regardless of any stand- 
ard usage mey have established, his 
bursts of almost divine afilatua. were 
sensibly highteued by th: stunted appear- 
ance of the orator: his scrubby whiskers, 
which ran at randow all over his face: 
the peculiar briilianey of his eyes. long 
aflicted with no mild fori of jaundice: 
x low, receding forehead, and a voice 
after whieh the buzz ofa saw-inill were 
alatiahy. He had gone to Norton coun- 
ty desirons of Leing elected to the lexis- 
lature wid helpelect a Seuator. and so 
highly wns he aporeciatpd by the people 
of that county that they turned ont in 
their strength and unanimously elected 
him by a total vote of nearly tweiuty-one, 
Ou clear days, hia resounding tones, re- 
verberating rrough she fastnesses of the 
Hall of the House. could be as mnch 
Jepended on as the certainty of hearing 
the tin whistle of be ten cent omnibas 
line. 
A day or two after the Senatvrial elec- 
tion, the enr failing to hear the euchaat- 
lentrainsef the Honorable Mr. Billiues, 
“Sauiry failed to discover his where. 
‘bonts, and it was supposed that in the 
adden aecession of wealth le hud in- 
contingntly departed, rived outin the 











best suit of clothes it was ever his good 
furtnne to possess. No more did he re- 
spond to the anil of the clerk. His 
absence became the subject. of standing 
merriment in the House, and to more 
precisely illustrate the business cxpimity, 
extreme good sense and thorough fitness 
of the members, one day when the fight 
on York grew monotonous, in playful 
fucetionsuess the county of Norton. 
named after udead Kausas soldier who 
hai gone down to his death during bis 
duty as a citizen in defense of that which 
should be tooseered fur jest. was chanzed 
to the name of Billings, and is wow the 
law.” 

Harly in January 1873 Henry Oliver 
sent i vetition tuo Tlon. Noah Weaver 
who represented Puillips county at that 
tine, praying forthe disorganization of 
Norton couuty. This pelition woes re- 
ferred to the committee ov Frontier,” 
of which Calvin Reasoner of Osborne 
cuunty was chairman. The courmnittes 
nade the following report: ‘Mr. Speaker: 
Yonr conimittee on Fravtier to wher 
Wrs referred papers from Norton county, 
teport as tollows:— 

Those papers ara withous ackaowl- 
edgm cantor any other lezal autheutica- 
tion: still they may heon the face the 
wppearance of truthfulness. 

2. Those papers purport to give a ear- 
rected vensus report of the population of 
Norton connty, making the pepnlition 
to be less than one hundred and fifty. Ty 
seenis probable that the census includes 
only those actuolly present at the time 
of taking the same and moreuver it 
might be enlarged to about two hundre:! 
in¢lnding temporary absentee, 

3. These papers present also a petition 
for the disorganization of Norton canaity 
om the grouml that the same bad peen 
vrgubizel fraudulently and that the ex- 
peuse tucident te the imunagemeut of 
such an organization would ba more 
then the people could bear. 

4. Yunr coumittee report that they 
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have not in their possession complete in- nt it still clings to the wesierp members. 
formation onthe whole subject. ‘he A bill providing fer the change in 
papers rehuing tothe orennization af conuty lines wis before the senate when 
Norton couuty. inthe handsef the sec- Senator Nate Price of Doniphan county 
reLnry of the state are sufficient on their offered an amendment changing the 
face. and xrein their usual form. but name of Norton to Billings county. This 
there are indications in the petition fia was done sas a joke at the start. but the 
organization that ong hand penned muy bil] passed and was signed by the ov 
of the Signatures. It would seem also. ernor, although there was uo danbt of 
from these pacers tor organization that the unconstiutionatity of the act, ns sin 
the notarial seal of Mr. No H. Billings, fille ofthe law anid nothing about chan: 
far Clond county, was usel in Norton ing names: vet if Was never questionc 
county. which wonld probabhy vitiute and wes called Billings untila  satee- 
the use of the same, qnent legislature changed it back to Nor 
5 Your cominittee are satefled that ton, 
there coub] net have beeu six hundred Billingss voted fur Poineroy for sena- 
inhabitants inthe county atthe thaethe tor until the York exposure came. but 
censns was taken and da not hesitate to ou the last Lallot veted for Ing-tils. 
say that in their jadgment sveh census When the photograph of the House of 
was largely frandnlent, Neither do Representatives was taken fer the his- 
they believe that che organization of torien] sociery “Bilhugs’ xeat betag vucarit 
this county is ofsach a character us to the following represearative was put in 
entille the same to representation in the his chair. 
Hons and would therefore recommend a MORE ie. 
that the seat of N HH. Billings be de : ee ae eh: 
chaired vacant. per: 
Cavin REASONER, Chedrmiany, of ae 
G5. Disnar, séerciary. & > 
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N. Wratten. -Cimm. 
Atex loss. 

Afterward the following @urcurre:: 
resolution wis ndapied: s 

Peseteed, That tue seat held by My N. i 
FA. Billings on th: flooryfthe Hanse he 
declared vaeant amd tliet per dé bes re. 
fused from sound after the first twenty- i 
twe dhivs of the session. ¥ 4 

Though tip conniy as rot disorgan- “Wx ¢ 
ized vet is pane was charged lo that .: “as 
wt Billings. iy? 

During the tima these reseiutions were ee 
leefnese disenssed Jim Merritt af Potrawa- N. H. Billings. 
toupie county teferred to Hillinus as the ft reanained that way fer some years. 
Piety notamed Heanestheses of Norton but hassines teen removed and jy the 
eounly.” During the sine rebate Cal vacant whee an the photagraph seme ouc 
Vin Resconer spoke of hina as braving wo lias written the fullowitus: oN. 11. Gil- 
cunstitienta except cavates whieh was lings. absent without leave from Feb. 3. 
the first time that phrase led beet nsed. 18a. 
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This change waz made ou the sugges- 
tiea of Hon. D BL Knney who entered 
his protest against being a fullower of so 
wooly a represeitative. 

Billings arrive] home in due time 
with a new gun that he was seen leaving 
Topekn with, a new snit of clathes aud 
provision enongh tu just fur a yeur, All 
of which he was accused of receiving as 
boodly in the senatorial election. The 
oily Dill that he suezeeded in getting 
through the legislature was one vonfer- 
ring the right of majority on Miss Naua 
Jones, his wife's sister. Why he had 
that douecan not be explained on any 
other theory than to legalize the vote on 
the school houds voted three months be- 
fare. It being the vote that guve the 
hounds one iajority. she being av the 
time unfler age. This was wise states- 
manship but not good law, for it did nes 
legalize her previous vote, 

The people had hy this time lost con- 
fidence in Billiugs. He opened in office 
and began the practice of law which 
was principally before the U.S Land 
ufice, The first legal proceedings started 
was an injunction against Driggs tw 
keep bim from moving the ald store 
Duilding to Reedtown, from what court 
the restraining order was issued is not 
knuwn: but the probability is it was 
forged by Billings. Constable Tun 
Brown served the papers but Need and 
Driggs afterward boasted that they 
bonght Billings, and the case was with- 
draw. id 

The first jury trialin this county was 
in Justice Oliver's court: between Morris 
‘Atkinson and Lemmuel Ford, ov Novern- 
ber 26, 1873, The following jury was 
vinpaneled; B.F, Willinms, John M. 
Cupper, C. D. Bieber. Sam Newell. Jolin 
P. Dopps and R. B. Curry, They failed 
‘ongree, Ou December 16 the case was 
‘sain tried by the following jury: Mott 
Wuod, Lige Culling, Isaiah Williaws. Sul 
Marsh and John Willinms, This ease 
hecame Celebrated for the rezson that 
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the jary gavea judgment agains? Atkain- 
son for more than he hal elaimed against 
Ford. Billings was Atkinson’s attoruey 
and was openly accused by bis clieut of 
selling him out. ©. C. Vauce appeared 
for Ford. It was during Billings’ ad- 
dress to this jury that he said ‘Geatle- 
meu of the jury: The eyes of all Europe 
aré upou you.” ain exordium that has 
done service un to this day. 

lu the spring of i8T4.a Swede by the 
nawe of Juhuson came in and took a 
clain north of town. He was usuaily 
known as the wheelbarrow Swede for 
the reason that he had come into tke couu- 
try on foot bringing his effects on a wheel 
borrow. Billings had done pis legal 
Insiuess before the lind cffice. The 
Swede discovered that Billines had pnt 
his papers on the wrong land: this so en- 
raged Che settlérs that they ot together 
Ou the night of June 12, 1t Case & Wil- 
Hiatus’ store, and decideilio make Bill- 
inzs return the swede his money, Bill. 
ings lived at that time in the old los 
house where W. B, Rogers kept hotel 
for several years afterward. They sur. 
rounded the house but Billings got awa ie) 
some of them saw him going toward the 
Prairie Dog in bis nighties. He never 
came te Norton to live after that, He 
Calue to Leota and opened a law offiee in 
1578, but ouly stayed there a short tie, 
He lived in Ness county for a time. 
While there he and his wife separated, 
she atierward got a divorce. Some years 
after she wis again uerried and now 
lives at MeCovk. Nebraska. Billings is 
how a wanderer und an outcast: he 
drifts from place to place aad is without 
home or vecupation. In auswer toa Te- 
quest for his thotegraph his brother-in- 
law, Charles Willard of Concordi:, sent 
us the following letter:— 

“I have no portrit, photo or protile, of 
the Ifon, N. HL. Billings so faimonsin the 
history of Nortou cunnty, and state of 
Kansas, The last kuown of the Colonel 
he was seen west of Concordia in June 
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1393 with hisshves under his aru: travel- 
ing across a field of growing corn. You 
will find his life in one single verse of 
the bible Isah xxvi:18. Yeursiruly. 
C. N, Willard.” 

Caleb C. Vance was boru at Portland, 
Maine, April 11, 1828: inoverl with his 
parenta to St, Charles, Illinois. when he 
was 16 years of age: was married at 
Beloit. Wiseunsin, February 14. 1855, to 
Einily Wyman. Mr. Vance was post- 
master and justice of the perce at Ros- 
coe, Winnebngo county. for severil years, 
Tn 1880 he went ucrosathe plains to Pike's 
Peak: remained there one year He oe- 
cupied the position of hospital steward 
inthe regular army during the last years 
of the war, but later resigned on account 





C. C. Vance. 


of ji] health, He became a Free Masou 
at Wabash. Minnesoca, dn iste, aml was 
» charter membercf Alinens lode. He 
eines to Nertonenmnty in Pebruary PXt 3 
and settled ane ub: east of Almena. THe 
wus adunitted to the lar in Mav, seme 
year, at the trret term of courtever fied 
in Norton. He was elected tothe Inuis: 
lature in the fall of 09. aud eariv in 
the session scedred tue posssite of a Lill 
restering the name of Nertou te this 


county. He was a delegate from this 
county to the congressional anid state 
conveutions in i874 aud was again elee- 
ted to rhe legislvure in tri: was coun: 
tyattorney for one year by appointment. 
He made a popular representative and 
his course as county attorney won him: 
the contidenve and resnect of all. When 
the county seat fight came on he espoused 
the evuse of Leota. It was said hy his 
friends that he took this step agaiust his 
better judgment, Imt was inthnenced hy 
his brother Jim. Had he remained a 
Norton wen he world have been rewon- 
inated and prubauly Glected io the tegis- 
luture in U#75: Lut bis friends assured 
him that tha Leota purty would iomi- 
nate him, but in this he was disappoint- 
ed, astheir convention chose Dr, Green. 
On account of ill bealsh he abandoned 
the practice of law. in 1ss0 he moved 
to Phillips coun'y near Lony Lshind. and 
enguve lin farming. La t890 he made a 
tripto Southern California ti quest of 
health but found no relief from bis ald 
diseare rheumatisin and kidney trouble, 
He died from the effects of lagrippe ou 
February 2, 898. awl was tmried at 
Long Island. The fimeral services were 
performed under the anspices of the Al- 
mena Masosic Lodge. Mr aml Mrs. 
Vuuee never had but one Living ¢ehitd 
and it died in infiuney. 

Mr. Vanee's futher lived with him the 
last seventeen vears of his lite: he died 
from the ettects of a fail February 22. 
885, at he age of SY venrs, He was © 
superannunted winister and took ne part 
in pulilic matters after coming here. Ile 
performed the awarriage ceremony for 
Mr. and Mrs. Willism Simpson. itis the 
vuly tie his name appears on the public 
records of this county. 

C. ©. Vanca was a devoted spiritualist 
luring the last yeurs ef lis life. His 
brother, Jin, Vane. lives at Burwick. 
Uklahewa; Fred Vance lives at Palmer. 
Washington county, Kansas; this stute- 
ment is made bere te correct a formes 








statement that they were at Olathe. 
Kiuinsias, 

During the session of the legislature of 
ists A. J. Banta representerl this dissrict 
in the senate. He came te Kansas from 
INinvis im 1860, and settled in Paola. 
Came to Washington county in t87t. 
When the fifteenth judicial district was 
organized Governor Osborne appointed 
Bauta judye. He then moved to Beloit 
and entered on his duties Mareli 1, 1873. 
He game te Norton to hold his first terw 
of court in this county ou the third 
Monday in May the same vesr, Noth- 
iu wasalone exeept to sdmit C. ©. 
Vanes tatha bir, The ereek was up 
and Jurtye Banta remained here several 
days waiting for the waters to subside, 
while here he expressed a decided prefer- 
ence for Reedtown »s the county seat. 

When the couvention wns held in 
August ty elect delegates to the judicial 
cgnvention at Kirwin, the friends of 
Kredtown tried to elect delegates favor- 
able to Banta white Norton men were 
upposed tohim : J. H. Simwons acd Ed. 
Newell were elected. Ed Collius of Al- 
menu offered a resolution instructing 
tnein for Banta; this was voted down. 
Then Uncle Dick Williams offered a 
resolntion iustructing for Clark A. Smith; 
this was carried; but after Simmons and 
Newell discovered that Smith had no 
shaw they cast their votes fur Juel Holt 
which nominated him. Holt was elee- 
ted and remained ou the bench during 
allour county seat troubles and was al- 
wiys friendly te Norton. 

Banta was afterwart employed by 
school district number ane in the bend 
rise. but he awd Simmons were never 
friendly after his defeat iz i873, In the 
fall of 1877 he moved to Colfax. county, 
Washington territory expecting an ap- 
uintiuent to the Federal judiciary but 
tiiled te get it; be remained there in the 
rractice of law until his death which uc - 
enrred in THS7. 

Juhn Story Briggs was born of Qnaker 





parents at Buckinghaw. Bucks county, 
Pennsvivania, Janaury 3!, 1439; renain- 
ed at home on the farnt until he was 7) 
years old. <Aftera term at a boarding 
schcol at Morristown, New Jersey, he 
went to Fullsington, Pa. and studied 
medicine for stx menth with Doctor 
Pierce. Being compelled to witne-s the 
Mupniation of a man’s leg he abandoned 
hig studies and went hone. He then 
read law for a time, but soon becomins 
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J. S. Briggs. 


disgusted with the sophistry of his pre- 
cepter he withdrew from that profession 
and began to farm. He was a railroad 
emuluctor for some years in Philadelphia, 
Tn 1872 he was license] an Indian trader 
by the povermment, nud sent to the Otoes 
in Nebraska whare he was married April 
$U, 1872 to Doctor Phiwhe Amelia Vliver 
at the Agency school fiouse by the cere- 
mony of Friends or Quakers; the tribe 
Was present, Brigys giving thera a feast. 

Mis. Brigus was boru at Rovkford, 
Minis, Oetober 16. 1841: was ednucatert 
at Union Seminary at Kogeraville, New 
York. She commenced teachias in pub- 
lie schools at the ne of fifteen: she grail- 
nated at the seminary in Juue (N64, and 
renained thereas principal forone year. 
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In the summer of 1855 she went into a 
drug store in Philadelphia, at the same 
time coutinuing the study of medicine: 
in October 1365 she entered the Female 
Medical college of Philadelphia, at the 
same tine receiving practical instruc- 
tinns at the Wonino’s Hoxpital of Piila- 
delphia. From September tsi7 to S-p- 
tember 1868 was jnnior as-istant in the 
New York Intirmary for woinen and 
vbildred, under Doctor Elizabeth Black- 
well who was the first woman tu receive 
a diploma from a regular i-dicul col- 
lere inthe United States. Mrs Briggs 
attended the first college course in 1868: 
wag admitted to leetnres in Bellvue and 
Charity hospitals, tock a cuure in prac: 
lical agatomy and received first grade 
certificate in department of chemistry 
inthe free nig ¢ scientific lectures at 
Cooper union. Frou Soptember 1863 tu 
October 1860 she was senior studeot as 
sistant in the New England IHfespiral for 
women and children at Boston, Mussa- 
Chusetts; was admitted we lectures in 
Massachusetts General Hospital: to 
Lowell conrses of anatomy end practical 
Ghemistry in Institute of technology and 
a course in Bostou seviety of Natural 
history. In i86Hentered Wamuan's Med- 
ical college of Penu=yivania, at Philadel 
phia. Wasa one of the thirty- pine 
women who received the Wsgracefal 
reception at Pewusylvania Hospital No- 
vember &, 1869. The decision to aduuit 
women huving heen published, the wale 
students from all auedical colleges of 
Philadelphia gathered ia the smphithes- 
ter to nu stauding rem. hissing. cheer- 
ing and worse deaonstrations. an | when 
adjourned. tlew tothe exit forming io 
line compelling the wammen to tuke the 
curt track, they moving with the Lilies 
su they were escorted) dhova Chestune 
street She graduated Marcu lst andl 
wis assistant plivatciin in the weauan’s 
hospital of Pibilagelphia til Istt: then 
seut unt as physici um tye the (lens anal 
Missouri tribe of dudians. wis sunt by 


society of Friends of Philapelpbia. aud 
approved by the United States Indian 
agent. A. L. Green and United sta'e- 
superintendent of Iudian alfairs, Samuel 
Juunes, April 30. 3872. 

When the Otves started on their an- 
nual buffalu lint the lasi of November 
1872 Brigys londed up bis wagon with 
supplies an] started to follow them up. 
but ivst trailof tem at Republican City, 
Nebraska Here he met Ed, Newell 
who represented himself as being a 
member of the finn of Newell Bros. 
of Worton, Kansas.. He said he 
woukd (rede Briggs furs and hides for 
Lis supplies, Ed. also traded Briggs bis 
team ut that time, but reserved then 
until he made a trip to Lowell, Nebraska, 
the exchange to be wade at Norton. 

jriges druve his outfit to Norton think- 
ing he hal struck a bonanza. he expected 
to trade out and go hume. Outhe way up 
Prairie Dog, a terrible trip in mid-win- 
ter without nny road. le upset one 
wayvou down a btatt and sinashed a wheel: 
this detained him two days, eo he get th 
Nortoa behind the tise set by Ed. The 
tirst mews they got was that El did not 
awn the team he traded. They wuited 
five days but no Ed. came: but Sam 
Neveli gaid be would buv him out. 
When they come to inveice, he took one 
Pair of Leots, 50 ers. worth of sugar. 30 
cls. tebacco, paying for them in sod 
corn that had been raise! ly Jim Hall 
below Almens. Briggs sand ontfit: ac 
oonpanicd by Chartes Hillsiuger started 
ou Westin senrch of the Otoes. They 
teft Norton for the west on December 15. 
Isic. ‘Their trip on the Beaver and their 
connection with Pawnees uml Sioux 
trouble has alrendy been described. ‘They 
tetorasdto Nortot. January 25, 1875 
Ties deft part of their supplies with Tfill- 
siiver, returue ltuthe agency to close np 
fis litsiuess. preparatory to reuitrning ty 
Norton 10 live. On May 6, 1573. they re- 
turned to Norton ty retanin permanent: 
Ivy. Ovo May 1 Mrs. Briggs with the 
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tured men returned est after supplies, 
and on May 12, Briggs bought Newell's 
store und building, and next day uede 
settlement ona quarter of land which 
was then held as part of the townsite, 
This lind ineludes the quarter section 
weat of Strate street and uorth of section 
jine road north of the Rock Island depot. 
Tke Newe'ls had agreed to relinquish the 
laud as part of the trade on the store, 
but when on the Isth be moved the 
building to Reeltown, they then re- 
fuse] to let him have the Inud, the 
Newells clanuing Briggs was to put bis 
goods in the bui'diug where it stoudl. 
Briggs claimed nothing was said sbout 
where the building was tostand. Briggs 
paid $100) fue the store and building. 
When they made the invoice on May 13. 
the following goods were in stock: 


One Tea Cnnister (no tea) RR ae 
3 Bushels Potatoes - - £50 
3 Papers Sota : = tm 45 
1 Bottle of Expecorant 1. 00 

T. tal - - - - $7 20 


One stove and a box df stationery 
were reserved. 
* Briggs hl in the meantime moved 
into a dugout baile by Osear Bass. a 
trapper. which stood near the ereek on 
tle west side of the land, about where 
Jin Overholts house now © slands. 
Brigus afterward contested this quarter 
Of Jand fromthe town emmoany. an ac- 
count of which will be given later on. 

June 20, 1873, Reel and Briggs got au 
attorney hy the naine of .f. R. Linville. 
of Beloit, to come up aud dissolve the 
school bonds. but Reed and Briggs 
wars thonglt be sold them out. 

Briggs remained in the mercantile 
Uusiness but a short time. He contested 
a part of the townsite that be chimed 
he baught of the Newells that they re- 
faxed to relitujuish te bit. 

Mra. Brives commenced practicing 
meiicine at once. Her first patient was 
W. E. Case, who was sick at Mott Wood's 


dagout in May, 1873, In January and 
February, 1874, Briggs again sold sup- 
plies to the Otoe Indians. near Dodge 
City, coming back to Norton abour 
March 1, In duly of that year Brigys 
contracted with Cook und Simpson to 
carry the United States mail from Nor- 
ton to Hays City, and from Norton w 
Oberlin and return, once a week for *W 
a month and ‘find himself.” Early in 
the winter by discuvered that $30 a 
month would not buy his horse fe2t. 
At Stoekton they took a good inule 





Mrs. P. A. 0. Briggs. 


from his hired man for a $14 board bill, 
Briggs froze his feet and was laid up 


for some time. No »mount of persun- 
siou onthe part ot Mrs, Briggs would 
eanse him to budge in the direction of 
saving something one of his “Star 
Route” coutract; he did not even in- 
quire after the mnie. bnt abandimned 
the whole business. While he was con- 
fined with frozen feet he feed every- 
holy that came along, unuil those whe 
fed for a fee called Briggs’ dugout ‘fa 
connty poor house.” 

Mrs. Briggs and Diek Felton were the 
only guests at the first wedding in this 
county, Jim Kinyou's, Their *‘menn” 
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wis ham, coifee. aud corn bread. Mrs, 
Briggs furnished the ham and cotfee. 
Uncle Johu Green furnished the bride 
and corn bread, 

In the spring of 1875 C. C. Vance told 
Briggs that steps had been taken by the 
Attorney General to collect school houds 
and that the tax wouid be 10 per cent: so 
one morining at dav break Briggs pulled 
out with nll his effects that were iove- 
able, far Wainet Creek. where be touka 
claim and remained for some yexrs until 
after the bond election was settled, 

Briggs built his residence in Norton in 
USTD; tue same building is nuw ocenpied 
hy Mrs. Kennedy as a millinery store 
und residence. About the same time he 
took up some landin Furnas county, 
Nebraskn. on the Sappa where be would 
reside in sninmer and come to Norton 
jo winter nti) 18400 Briges was an 
eccentric charncter and bad an extensive 
xequaintance all over Western Kansas. 
His geusrosity cost ima great deal of 
money aud no end of worry and trouble, 
as ounprincipled people learned af his 
maguanimity they wonkl impose on him 
by having him sign bonds aud notes for 
them nuti} he nearly ruined hiniselt 
financially, His qnaint steries anid 
peculiar monuer of relating toecidents 
inade him an interesting couversationist, 
Iu polities he was am jindepemlent jut 
usually voted the Repnolicun ticket. Le 
i863 he become a member of Harmony 
Lodge K. of P. at Phitadelpbia. Pa_. 
aud in IN7) he joined the Minnewa Wi. 
wam, order of Red Men. 

Mroand Mrs. Briggs hal one child, 
Clara Ray, born at Matermity Hospital, 
Phikelelphia, Sept. 19, IS41, the diy 
President Gartield died. She diced at 
Troy. Kansas of diptherie croup October 
SOL USS8, During the child's lifetime she 
was the controling fore: with lartwys: 
jie was very devoted to der ail weal 
not suffer her to be aut ot his steht ie he 
conld prevent ity amd when ste chet hts 
mind which had beet afheetel for sense 


time. completely Jeft him, He died at 
his homein Troy, November 23, 1890. 

Mra. Brigygs 
order of Mary or Brother Hiram in New 
York in 1865: and the order of Eastern 
Star in Peansylvania in 1871. 

She was the pioneer physician and 
surgeon in this conniy, aud too woch 
praise cannot be given her for the hitrd- 
ships und privations she endured. The 
darkest nights and severest blizzards 
hed ne terror for her, She ofte went 
fifty iniles to see patients at times when 
she kuew that they were unable to pay 
heracent. One secret of her erent snc- 
cess Wits that she was a gel nurse aid 
would go and stxy for days with patients 
when their case was critical, She has 
been pravticing at Troy, Kansas. sirce 
leaving here in 1884, She still owns 
property in Norton connty und comes 
here ununally to look after ler interests. 

A yreat miuny incidents of i:nportance 
in our early bistory is yet to be written: 
the name of Mr. and Mrs Briggs will 
appear often m convection with then. 

Amon Butler was born in Dresder, 
Muskiughatm connty, Ohio. Seprember 
24. ESAH: went to Minvis with his parents 
iu i841. At that time MMuois was a 
wilderness, He lived there until he en- 
listed in the army. He went in as a 
private iu company FE iith Missonri 
volunteer infantry, Sentember 16, 1861: 
was discharged January (. 1864: rein- 
listed same cy for three vears or daring 
the war: wasagain discharged Noven- 
Verdi, 1880 cs first serzeant by reason 
of general order niber 143 disbandiue 
the army. He was in the battles of 
Coliumhua, Keutneky, New Madrid, 
Missonri. Islind number 10, Fredrick- 
town, siege otf Cyrinth. and Iuka, Port 
Gibson, Edmunds Station, Rayiierust. 
-lackson. Champion Hil, Vicksturg. 
Bhi TW. Tupela, Nashville and narmer- 
sus sinall enet ements and skirmishes. 
He was wontwled at Corinth, alse at 
Nashville, At the clase of the war he 


received the degree of 





Oonwe 





R5. 





a 





tetnrned home aud began farming. He 
was niarried January 14, 1856 to Phoebe 
Johnson who was born October 13, i842, 
in Putnam county, Olio, Five children 
have been born to them: their eldest. 
Everard was born Jauuary 23, 1867: was 
martied to Miss Roandtree and now re- 
sides in Oregon. Robertie was born 
April 1. 1871; Homer November 2, 
ISTh: Megime April 18, 1875; Enly Feb- 
roary Y, 1882, 





A. Butler. 


Amon Butler cast his first vote for 
Abraham Lincoln iu 1860, and has voted 
the R-publican ticket ever since, lle 
came to Norten county Fr braary £, 1873, 
accompanied by bis brother Joe and 
Ben: atrnek tha Prairie Dog at Henry 
Oliver's just a‘tersundawn, They conld 
“ee plenty of wild turkeys reesting on 
the hirge cottansood trees near Oliver's 
dugout, They font Henry very clever 
ana sociable, They lad net been there 
very long when Ton Brawn came alone, 
Oliver inveted Tor in to xpemd the pven- 
ing, Int Tom was sonmewkat ina hurry 
tevet howe as his wife had just arrived 
from York state aud wae afraid to stay 
alone Just then Jue tounght in a sack 


Of potatoes. Tom's conntennuce began 
to brighten up at the sightof the potatoes, 
When Joe put them on te cook Tom con. 
eluded to stay until ofter supper, Ame 
says he doesn’t think he ever saw any 
person bideas many potatoes as Tom did. 
When the potatoes were enten Tom 
looksd as though he would like to have 
a fow more, 

The next day Ame located oa the land 
that be now liveson. At the time he 
homestesded he was 12 miles farther 
West than auy other settleron the Prairie 
Dox, Buftato. antelope and all kinds of 
game plentiful. He has taken an uctive 
part in politics since cotwing bere; has 
represented his township in nearty every 
county convention since its organization: 
he was a delegate tothe judicial conven- 
tion at Millbrook in 1685 that nominated 
L. KK. Pratt; was also a celegate to gen- 
atorial convention at Oberliu in 1884 as 
a Supporter of Hamilrun at the time 
Granger was uominuated; was a delezate 
to the state conveution at Topeka in 1690, 
supporting Humphrey for governor; was 
also a delesate in $92 at Untchison and 
voted for George T. Anthony for Con- 
Gressmian at Large. He wasa candidate 
for sheriff in 1888 but failed to geb the 
Nointnation, Atthat time be waselear- 
ly tbe choice of the party and should 
have been nominated, but the weaker 
candidates, Leckard. Jim Miller, W. H. 
Crace, and Pat Conurty feoling sore ut 
the action ot L. K. Pratt (who they 
thought had been playing double with 
theut) combined aainst Butler after it 
Wis discovered that h@° was Pratt's 
choiee. ant they combined nominating 
Lisbon Sbelev. Atthe polls isaac Keener 
was elected: Keener was the Demueratic 
nomines, and received the sapport of 
Uniou Laborites and a great miny of 
Butler's frieuds amoug the Renablicans. 
In 1855 Buller was nominated and elec- 
ted sheriff, ami again in 1887; this tine 
practically without opposition, In the 
spring of 189) after his terurof office had 
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expired he returned to his farm near 
Clayton where he now resides. 

Amon Butler while sheriff tuok more 
convicts to the penitentiary than auy 
two sheriffs of this county so far as its 
history. 

Joseph Butler was horn April 18, 1844, 





Joe Butler. 


in Iinois. He volunteered in conipany 
£660 Tliinois infantry: was wontiled at 
hattle of Rocky-face mountain, Georgia. 
May %, 1864: was discharged August 4, 
1865, He cameto Kansas in the fail of 
1871. settled in Howard county: came to 
Norton in the spring of IST3. took land 
on the Prairie Dog near Clayton which 
hestillowns. He was married Devein- 
ber 10. 1882 foSarah M, Ellis. She was 
born in Guthrie connty, Tawa aud came 
to Norton county with her parents in 
1875, settling near Oronuque. They 
have three chihlren. Charley aged 10, 
Nannie aged 7,9n7 Mary Le ota aged 2. 
Joe Butler isn Repullican, hag freqnentiy 
been a delegate frou: tis tewuship to 
connty emiventions: wir a delegate froin 
this county te the coazressienal conven: 
tian at Colby im isu2, 0 Heo das never 
teon au candidate for any office; be is ut 
the present time envied in the merean- 


tile business at Oronoque. 

Benjamin Buier, a younger brother of 
Atue and Joe, cume here with them: he 
was a candidate for county treasurer in 
1873, bat was defeated by Frank Wil- 
liams. Heleft this county in 1574 and 
lives at Beloit at this time. 


Job Russell Case was the third son of 
a family of ten children and was born in 
Washington counly, New York, July J. 
1822, Mr. Case's parents were New 
Englanders of Scotch descent. His 
father, Wim. Case, served with honor in 
the war of 18]; he was the sep of Isaac 
Case who wae an officer in the Revolu- 
tion, and was noted for his great teats of 
strength and dariog. 

Job was astirdy boy and shos ed early 
signs of more thau ordivary physical 
strength and evergy, qualities that have 
stvod him well in band in the path that 
fate Seemiad to have matkel out for bi 
to foliow. Removing at an eariv age t» 
Cattaraugus county, New York, then 
almost an nnbreken wilderness of rocky 
hills ani giant forests. but where today 
hundreds of acres of pleasant meadows 
and fruitful orchards stand as monu- 
ments ty this uau's great energy ani al- 
mest su-erhuman endurance, and many 
a Kansas urchin has been made glad at 
sucht of the rosy cheeked apples shipped 
from sume of those sume orchards. 

Mr. Case was warried at the age of 22 
to Miss Debbie Mulks of Napoli, New 
York. This proved to be a mlarringe of 
batural adaptation. The wife bringing 
theindustrions loum aml spinning wheel 
uf those days which played an accom pani- 
mient to the masie of che ax and flail of 
the thrifty farmer. There were born of 
thisinarringe nine children, five bovs 
and four girls, which with the exception 
of ane infant wl lived te be men and 
women grown, as follows: Mrs. A.V. 
eed. how residing at Little Valley. New 
York; Theresn.wite of J, B. F. Chaniblin, 
munufaeturer of entlerv. Litde Valley.. 














Wa. R. Case of the firm of Case Bro:., 
stock breeders of Spring Green. Nebras- 
ka: dean Case of sawe place and bnsinegss; 
Emma, wife of J, W. Brown. merchant 
at Little Valley, New York; John D, 
Case of Case Bras., Spring Green: An- 
drew J, Case of saise place and business; 
Jessie, wife of J. H. Barnard, farmer 
vear Spring Green, Nelraska. 

Mrs. Case died in 1868 and Mr. Case 
wgain married, this time to Miss Maria 
E. Dolbeir ro whom was bern one son 
and one dunghter. The son, Edwin. is 
in the dairy and fruit business New York 





Job Case. 


xtate: the daughter, Mabelis still with 
her parents, 

In 1X78 1wo of hig eldest sons, Win, 
aud Jean. baving settled in Furnsas 
county, Nebraska. Mr. Case determine] 
to teat the qualities uf prairie suil and 
moved to Nebraska leeating in October 
1873 near his sous ou the Sappa in Fur- 
nus county. 

About this time Mr. Case met with a 
severe financial Joss theough the failure 
of the banking firm of S. §. Marsh in 
Little Valley, Naw York, sweeping 


away mich of the bard acenmulation of 
years. 

Although the strength of his youth 
had begun to wane, and crippled finan- 
cially the old fire and ambition etill re- 
mained: proving np on his first settle- 
ment in 1874 he homesteaded the same 
year, land in Norton county one mile 
north-west of Nortou. He‘remained on 
this land until 1880 Hethen moved to 
Norton. Mrs. Case opened a millinery 
store. Mr. Case wasengaged in oum- 
rious enterprises on u swall scale. THe 
Lecame a snare-holder in the Norton 
town company and wes at one time 
President of the association. He basa 
well disciplined tind and would speak 
ou public questions with great force and 
originality in onr debating — societies. 
His outward appearance was cold and 
anstere; but close acquaintances sbowed 
him to be companionable and comuuuni- 
cative, although he never smiled, The 
expression of his facespoke volume:. He 
owned the Wim Manudlin farm, sis 
miles east of Norton, and lived out there 
forastott time. Beginning to feel the 
weight of years and longing for old fa- 
milliar scenes of bis native state. in 1864 
hereturned to his old home in Little 
Valley, 

Having in his day perhaps subdued as 
mauy acres and planted as many or- 
chardsas any man now hving, giving 
employment to hundreds, he has un- 
doubtellyearned a qniet and peaceful 
oldage. He now lives in retirement at 
Little Valley. New York. 

Politically Mr. Cause hag of late years 
heen a probibitionist. Always a teim- 
perate inan itis his boast that he never 
has tasted whisky or tobacco, and takes 
a just pride in his vigor which he at- 


tributes to his temperate habits. 
neither has he «a son or grand. 
son who uses ¢éither of them al- 
though he represents  tweuty-one 


In relivious watters 
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male decendents. 
Mr. Case buight be termed a 
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In reply to # qnesiion azk- 
ing him regarding his beliefin the fu- 
ture state, the following lines apply ad- 
inirably. 

Whe we do a good ded it is done to sty; 

And thouch evil wedo in anotter day 

It taketh not hint geod away, 

Nor cun we ton auvtour pray, 

And wash our evil deeds awny 

But each by their owu full tecord must stand, 

When the books are Balanced 

In the other land. 

William Dison came from Towa to 
Kansas iu 1570: stoppel one year in Cloud 
county; caine to Cedarville for a time; 
setred on tha Solomon near Edmond in 
November 1872. [lis wife who was 4 
widow at the time of ber murriage with 
Dixon, was the mother of Will and 
Charlie Vaile. She died in December 
1876 and was buried in the Logan ceme- 
tery. Mr. Dixon married acain in 2880 
Mrs. Clark; he moved to Boise City, 
Tdaho, in 1882, and resides there at this 
time. 

Charles Albert Vaile was born in Towa 
county, Wisconsin, Auprust 25, 1ls5t. 
come to Kansas in September 1873, and 
settled in Solomon township where he 
now resides, He was marrie] August 
1% I879 to Anna Higg:mbottom: they 
have fonr children... 

Silas William Vaile was born May 4, 
180 in Monroe connty. Wisconsin; cane 
to Norton county with” his mother and 
step-father in Novetuber 1872. When 
he become of age he homesteaded a part 
of the oll townsite of Part Landis where 
he has resided coutinuanely ever since, 
He was wnarried in November [so6 to 
Amanda Myers: they have two children, 

The Vuile boys. althouch young when 
they setiled here. took an active part in 
the early trmldes on othe Solumon., 
They were aecosedt of having some in- 
sile information in revard wo the Landis 
murder. bat the gegeral cpinton is now 
that they knew nothing about it. fn 
the histury of the Landis wurderin a 
previous chapter an account ia piven of 





an attempt to extort from: them by in- 
timidation, a confession. In regard to 
that event this was aot intended to cast 
any reflection on the Vailes, but te give 
an account of a circninstinece that actual- 
ly occured; their part in that trans- 
action was no reflection iu any way on 
them as any man under sitnilar eirena- 
stances probably would have doue as 
they dil- 

They say now that they wads no con- 
fession at the time: neither did they 
weaken or confess to snysh ng in corn 3c¢- 
tion with the crime while they were in 
posession of the mab. They areat this 
time engaged in farming ail stock rais- 
ing and are prospering financially. 

Conrad Staus was barn at New Whi. 
Germany, November 11, 1835: came to 
the United States in 1851; worked for 
some yearsas ndlay Jaborerin New York 
and New Jersey, He was married 10 
Lena Smith June t2, 1838, at Butfalo. 
New York: she was boru at Baden, Ger- 
many, April 10, 1835. Seven children 
have been born to them, three of them 
still living: their eldest Angust, born 
August ?, 1850: was married] to Dellu 
Farmer in ISS! lives two auiles enst of 
Almennona farm. Orto was born Jan- 
wary ©, 1864: lives at Hays Ciry: Elmira 
born in 1870, married to Benjamin Hen- 
thorn in 1892; lives with her paren's in 
Alinena. 

Conrad Staus ran a brewery for many 
yenrsat differant places, but spent 
most of his time in Buffalo and Chicago 
until Novembar 1873. when he came to 
Norton and took a homestead on 

juffalo creek , two miles east of Al- 
mena. Heremainel on the farm until 
1885, when he moved into Atmena and 
jnult the Commercial hotel which he 
has operated successfully ever xince. Tu 
politics he has always been a republican 
Was brought up in the German Luther: 
an church but at this time is a menuber 
of the Chrisitauchureh, having miited 
with them at Almena in {SS7. 
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In 1870 a quarteue of buffalo hunt- 
ers aud trappers cute in; they camped 
near Logan that winter but went up the 
river in 1871 and took land near where 
Cheesman’s inill now stands, During the 
years 1871 apd (872 they were camped at 
different times between the Arickaree 
onthe north and Arkansas on the south, 
bot they ut all times caled the dugonts 
on the North 5 lomou tbe home camp. 
Their names were Daniel AlcLaren, 
James Forbes, Henry Gordon and Will- 
lam Darling: from the Norton County 
Advances, Inue 12, 1874, we clip the fol- 
luwing artisle in regard to Dan MeLar- 
yeu: 

“TILE OLDEST INHABITANT, 

We yesterduy had the pleasure of 
mecting n piu who is without doubt, 
probably the oldest inhabitant in Nor- 
ton county. at least he is spoken of as 
such by old eettlers, and how it is that 
history has it different we know not. 
Daniel McLaren. or Uncle Dan as he is 
Kmown came to Norton county in 1870, 
with two other men, and ever since that 
time he has made this coun y his home 
Hie was in this county for nearly one 
year before he ever saw n white man, 
except his uwn party, and after staying 
here three years selected a tract of land 
on the Solmwun river that took his eve 
When he tira viewed the land. Uncle 
Dan is sixty ur seventy ‘years old now, 
alld he tells us that when his hat is on bis 
head his whole family is under shelter. 
Por twoor three years he hunted and 
trapped Over this conntry from the South 
Solomen to theRepublican and Arickaree 
rivers un the northwest. The first win- 
ter he was here he cauyhr over eizlty ot- 
teron what be name aud which name it 
still vetuins. Otter Creek.about ten miles 
sonth af this piece. Unele Dan came 
here front Northwestern Town, aud has 
Feen “times” enough to till a yeod sized 
hook. Let histery reeord it thit he was 
the first inbubitant of Norton county." 

Vacle Dan settled on land now owned 


hy Mr. Gilder, Sr. He made his howe 
the last year he remained here with Mr. 
Moflit and left this county with him in 
1884: they moved 10 Nebraska uear 
Grand Island and lived there at last re- 
ports. 

James Forbes left here in 1874 and 
moved to Wyoming: he has since mar- 
tied and lives at tnis time at Hyannis, 
Nebraska, He has become wealthy deal- 
jog in catdle. He las several times been 
elected to public oflice and is at this 
time chairman of the board of county 
Connpissioners there. 

Henry Gordon cxme from Lawrence. 
burg, Ind: he had been ia the army, a 
man of polish and education, The ex- 
planation of nis frontier life lies in the 
Tinor that after leaving the army he 
got into a scrape with a young lady in 


Indimna, a quarrel followed with the 
gitl’s brother whom he killed after 
which he escaped here. When the tuf- 


falo lefthe tried to farm here, but 
withont success. In 1872 he received 
ihe entire vote of his district for county 
comunissioner, 2s previously stated, but 
Hansen was declared elected. In 1874 
he yuietly disappeared. Jule Van Me- 
ter infurms us he now resides at Mullen, 
Nebraski. Isis married and is eugag- 
ed in the merchautile business. He once 
represented his county inthe Nebraska 
legislature and is at present a menther 
of the board of county comnnissioners, 

William Darling left here for Texas 
in the spring of 1874: is now an orange 
grower in Florida. 

John Kelly relates that Gordon anc 
Darling brought ta Newell's store in 
Iss twelve otter hides: at that tine two 
bnyers. one from Lineola, the other fromm 
St. Lonis, began bidding against 
each other fur the hides until one paid 
$120 in xold for thee. a phenominal 
price and at thet time a phenomi- 
naleurrency, They were the most sue- 
cessful trappars and hunters that Norton 
reeards. 
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Henry Thomas Atterbury wis born in 
Kentucky, September 80, 1829. He 
came to Norton county ia September 
1872 His wife Margaret Neste was born 
December 18, i833: seven children were 
born to them, their eldest child. James 
Lunzey, was born April 16, 1949. He 
came to Norton connty in’ May 1874, 
was married at Logiwu ta Agnes Wanmuck, 
Noveniber 21. 1975, settled on Biy TLim- 
ber, one mile snuth of D. E. Steveus: 
bought a farm two miles northwest of 
Norton; moved on itin 1882.s0ld it in the 
fall of 1892 and bonghe a farsi on Otter 
Creek, near Elmond. where he now re- 
sides; ha has five ¢uldren. Thomas At- 
terbury’s eldest dauvlver Nuney, was 
porn November 18. 1852. was nuirried 10 
James MeKay at Logan, Nov, 2 1874 they 
now reside in Oklahoma und are envaged 
inthe hotel and livery business. His sec: 
ond daughter. Francis. was born in sSat: 
was married to Jessie Griffin. they had 
two children; she died Jane 4, 1889. 

Anna was bern February 2, }802 mar- 
ried to Jack Conarty. Februrary 2. 1N8 

Minme was born Muy 14) 1865 and 
was tnarried to W. A. Rose, February 
8, 1887; they had three children unity one 
of them living. They reside at Phillips- 
burg. He isin the emp'oy vf the Rovk 
Island railroad compuny. 

Orin Benjamin born Feburary 17. 
3868; Hives iu Phillips county on Baw 
Creek, is a farmer. Ulorenuce born 
April 11, 1860. She niarried a min by 
the name of Charles Biss but they have 
sineeseparated, She usw lives with her 
parents. 

Thomas Atterbury came to Kansas 
with his famdy in 1861; settle Toon Indian 
Creek in Linu county, weut to Lawrence 
in 1862 and from there to Carroll City, 
fall, where he lived until 
he came to Norton cunnty. Previons 
to this be lived in Macon ¢ 
Missomri for many yrouts where le was 
married aml where all jis ebihlren were 
horn. His Fauily did aoteqime to Nertun 
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county until 1874. Ile in the mean time 
kept bachelor hall on the land where 
Jack Conarty now lives on Cactus 

yeek. A good many quaint stories 
are told of him by theearly setriecs, One 
of them runs somethiags like this and 
was told by Ab Wrager who hal come uy} 
to Tom’s dugout in the winter of 1874 
ani stovpe l te stay all nigat. A species 
of puck rats was thick bere af that time: 
they had made their winter quarters in 
the roof of Tom's dugout which wus of 
sol supported by poles. Tom hal a 
bunk inthe corner, Wrager had lvin 
down on his blankets near sie ie: atter 


they hal goue to sleep the rats 
began to rup along the ridge pole 


and through the sod, rattling dirt down 
iuto Tom's face which wok+ bin. rising 
up in bed and peeriug up inte the dark- 
ness, he said: 

‘Prophet said I, thing of evil.. 

Prophet still if rat ar devil, ’- - 

Down came the dirt; 

“Ruts, by Gad!" says To:n, 

“y wish to Gad I had athousand cats” 

—Down enue another hat fall of dirt — 

“Yea, aud hy Gad! Tilhave‘em.” 

IndsS2heand Pat Conarty came te 
Norton todosome trading. Mrs. Atter- 
bury came along as far as Charley Hill- 
singer's place, where she stop; ed tau stay 
all night: during the ecesing Tom told 
Charlie of his gumbling exploits in Cali- 
fornia and Colorado mines, stating thet 
if Charlie would advance him a litle 
nioney be would come up to Norton that 
evening aml win some money from Bilt 
Simpsun: he nlso stated that he had 
never hven beaten playing single banded 
poker. Mrs, Hinlsinger aid Mrs, Attet- 
bury being apprised of therr scheme 
entered a protest, bunt atter supper the 
men started fur town, Tor pitting 1 
ths timeon the road telling thrilling 
incideats of tus career asa gambler. 

When the three came to town they 
found the willing Willian and the font 
went to Pusson’s hotel, secured a light, 
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tire and the sumple room for the game. 

Churley advanzed Tom a §5 dill; it 
wens wmong Bill's chips in afew deals. 
Another five discovered the same fate, 
so another and another, until Cnarley 
‘fliilsinger contrilurted $25 to burst Bill 
Sinipson, a feat never performed. 

Asench five evaporated Tom woald 
exclaim: “Ipod!” 

After Charley contributed the $25 to 
test the bluff abilities of Tom he flatly 
refnsed te advance auother cent. 

“Igod! said Tom, ‘I never met a man 
before able to du me.” 

Tom then went tohis bosom and pull- 
ed out x nute for $i he held against one 
of bis nsighbors and sncceeJed in ecash- 
ing it, Simpson buying it at par. 

This sntm stakel Tom for a few mio- 
ents, but it struggled against fate. aud 
like the proverbial snowball that strove 
to lower the temperature of hell, falled 
in its mission, 

Teod! 

Tom went into ‘is jeans and raked 
out $14 in vash 85 of which belonged to 
Margie, his wife. 

It pursued the even tenor of its way 
inte the stack belonging to Simpson: 
failing to secure another cent of Hill- 
singer the gacne was up 

The three. Charley, Torn aud Pat Con- 
arty who was a witness, to the great 
American game trudged home on foot at 
inidnight, punctuating every pace 
with “Ivod.” He begged of Charley to 
fuan him $5.00 to give to the poor Mar- 
sie, her dearly exrned tutal suin of earth- 
ly wealth, 

Charley was heartless and refased, 

Next morning Tom discovered. that 
they could do a better job of shopping at 
Logan and entirely refused to come to 
Norton They started home. Tom as 
Jowncast asa inan Could be, utterly de- 
jected: neta word uot an awtible suund 


ubove the repeated sign escaping from 


the bosom of Tom. As they startel for 
home Hillsinver slippe:l a $5.00 note in 


Pat Conarty’s hand telling him tu give 
it to Tom out on the prairies before he 
died with a broken heart. 

Afew miles from their toms Pat said: 

“Here Torn, is that $5.00 I borrowed 
of yon, T did not need it.” 

“Give it to Maggie. it’s hers.” 

And looking a thousand thanks at 
Pat the great load rosa fromm his heart 
and Tom sang, whistled and enjoyed the 
scenery from that moment. No day in 
the history of Tom's life will be beuer 
appreciated than that oue which found 
Tom not an embezzeler of his wife's 
lousy 

To 188% Tom sold his farm to Jack 
Conarty, moved to Bow Creek, in Phil- 
lpis county, where he now resides. 

In November 1874 Jobn. Pat and Ed 
Conarty and Juha E. King came to Nor- 
ton county aud setlded on Cuetus and 
Buck creeks in the south east part of the 
county. 

Their father, Edward Conarty, was 
born in County Cavan. Ireland. Novera- 
ber 10th. 1808. Was married there to 
Susan King in 1847: came to the Upited 
Statesin March 1856. Fight children 
were born tothem. two of them. Pat 
and John were born in Ireland, the 
otber six were born in this country, fle 
came to Norton county in May 1888, and 
died in Nurtou November 5, 1893. His 
widow still lives here. 

Patrick H. was born September i, 
1841: was married Feb 16, 1868 to Mary 
Walters. They have eight ebildren. 
Pat volunteered September 21, 18@! io 
the U. S. army, served in Juho M. 
Giover’s 3 Missouri cavalry; was in the 
battle Of Chillicothe: was in the entire 
Missouri campaizn; has always beeo a 
republican, wus a cnndidate for sherilf 
in 183d. but was defeuted by Lisbon 
Sieley in the convention: was onder 
suerill from 1878 to 1680. Ie moved to 
Nortoa iu 1877 had beea constable of 
Center township for two terms; was 
trusteé of ditant township for six years 
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and says he isa wheel horse in Grunt Tom Atterbury tarm. 


township yet. 

Jack Conarty was bora June 3, 1844; 
was married to.Anoa Atterbury Febru- 
ary 2, 1878; they hnve had tive children. 
four of them still living. three girls and 
une boy whose pame is Pat. 

Jack volunteered in company fk 3 
Wisconsin, niistered eit in 1866;; was 
elected sheriff on Lealn Gcket in 1877: 
defeating Charles W. Posson hy one 
vote. He was defented for the nomina 
tinn in 1872 in the Republicaa conven- 
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tion by Jim Vining Dnt was an indepen: 
dent candIdate at the potls but failed to 
get votes enough. 

During Jack's termas sheriff he 
rested the men charged with the murder 
of Julho Laniis by his zeal and feurtess- 
ness in connectiun with the urcest of Dr. 
Cummings and othera. At that tims he 
incurred the displeasure of the !.eotn 
Pirtisans woich probably cost him « re- 
election as shernll. He toined the papa- 
list party in 1X90) wage cunditate fer 
sherri! on that tieket In FNWS, but was de- 
fented ty Wi. Burnbum, He resnles 
om Cactus Creek at ibis time ou the els 
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Et Conarty came here with Pat and 
Jack; was married to Elizabeth Slicer in 
1878: they have nine children: left here 
in 1889. He naw resides in Usinn, Ore 
gon. 

Josep Conarty cane bere in 1884; wns 
married to Miss McFarland in 188; they 
now live in Sand Creek townsbip: hive 
three childreo. 

Maria Conarly was born in July 1850; 
she married Charles Moore and naw 
lives in Cheyenne conoty. 

Thomas Francis Conarty was born im 
1952 and lives mm the eastern part of tie 
county 

Mr. Conarty's other two children, 
Mary and Felix. died in infaney. 

The captnre and escape of Dutch 
Henry also occurred while Jack wa- 
sheriff. Henry was a desperado, badd 
followed the plains for some years and 
had murdered uman for bis wioney at 
Tulesburg, Nebraska, he had’ al-y killed 
a maninadrunken brawlat Dodge City. 
In the spring of 1878 while at Kearney. 
Nebraska hie made the acquaintance of a 
young tan named Hulett from Glovers- 
ville, New York, Hulett had just ar- 
rived from theeast and wasin search of 
employment: Henry prepared to take 
him ou a wild horse hunt, assuring him 
that there was plenty of money to tb: 
miuade in the lusiness. They came ti 
Rawlins county, Kansas, and there stole 
sme horses from the eattle men rod 
settlers, Henry representing to Hulett 
[int the horses were strays and public 
property. They returned to Kearney 
with the stolen Lorsys, but had not been 
there long whes sheriff Anderson of that 
plive saw a notive of reward for then. 
which the peaple of Rawlins county 
had gmblished. About the same time 
Mr. Steiner of Rnwlins eqauoty game 
here aml hed warrituts issued for Henry 
and Gfulett. Abeant this time sheritt 
Anderson of Nehraska. after a hurd fie! 
in which he shot Datel Henry treag: 
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the ley inflicting a very painful flesh 
wound, captured them. <A requisition 
wis issued for their return here for tril] 
aul given to W. B. Rogers, U.S. 
deputy iarshal, who as-isted by Sol 
Marsh went to Kearney and brought 
then te Norton turning them over to 
xheciff Conariy. As we lad no jail at 
that time the prisoner were kept in the 
vldcourt hense onder guard. Dutch 
Henry pretended to be very lame from 
the gun shot wound iu the leg but 
sheriff Conarty knowine him to be a des- 
perate contucter took the precantion to 
have skackles on him. June 7, Con- 
arty went «ys the conmry leaving the 
prisovers in charge of Ed Conarty, Ent. 
Handlinand WillJones. Atdinonertime 
Henry managed to secret a case Irnife. 
During the afternoon he managed to 
saw their shackles intwo withthe knife, 

The Guards had several loaded guus 
standing in the corner of ihe old court 
Toom near the deor, but just at dark 
they had all stepped outside and were 
studing ou the porch atthe top uf the 
Mtuirg, Henry nnd Hnlett qnietly got up 
sud took posession of the gnus: slipping 
out on the porch they ordered the 
suaards to fly, which they did promptly. 
At the foot of the stairs the gnardsturn- 
ed arouud the south eurner of the bnild- 
ing. Henry and Hutets turned north 
and ran up to where Cal Newell's pouy 
Wisin picket rove, near where the 
Presbyterian ehurch now stands: bat 
the rattling of their chains which were 
fast to their legs seared the pony and it 
broke loose. Ed Couarty firelat them 
With a stnall pocket pistel but they paid 
nO attention to him. im Keovon wlin 
was ipin that part of town at the time, 
heard them coming and ran in front of 
them: bunt when he saw Heury pointing 
ashot gonat him he dail dew “and 
they passed by on the otherside.”  Simp- 
soo had a rye field at the tune that eoy- 
ered the hill side addition; just as they 
sot te the rye, Jack Conarty came up 


but his gun was loaded with fine shot 
while he knew Henry’sgun was loaded 
With backshot. Henry turned and 
stood the sheriif off while Hulett ran to 
where John Harilton’s ponies were 
bicketed near where the stand pipe is, 
but just as he got to the pouies a shot 
from Jack's gun lvoaght him down, 
Cal Newell, Will Jones and Eph Hand- 
lin brought him back to town, while 
Conarty went on after Henry: but by 
Lis timeit had got very dark and he 
failed to find hin:, Henry had also been 
guilty of murder in Michigan, and a re 
ward had been offere! for bun for that 
offeuse so in 187) he was arrested 
and taken to Topeka by the crlebrated 
Bat Mastersou who was then marshal 
at Dodge City, and turned over to the 
Michigan anthorities. und at last ae- 
counts Wasin the peuiteutiary in that 
state. While he was in Topeka 
John Hamilton went to the jail and had 
atalk with bi; he told Juho that he 
went out of the rye field as soon as 
the sheriff was out of sight went 
to Mott Wool’s plac2 ani stole a sadille; 
he theu went south-est to the head of 
the Charlie Hillsinger draw. and Jaid 
there all next day; on the following 
night hewent over to the lead of Bis 
Timber and stole unele Billy Ham 
moni’s pony which he rode 10 Dodge 
Ciy. Hulett wassenr 10 the peniten- 
fiary., mt through the intlnence of 
Judge Holt was pardoned shordy after- 
ward, 

Jobn S$. Hamphry was bora near 
Ruthland, Meigs eouuty. Ohie, October 
Sth, JR30: lived with his father on the 
farm and attended common sehool un- 
til the fall of [870 when he atteuded a 
term of schuol nt Allmuty, Athens, coun- 
ty. Ohio, He tnught a three months’ 
term of schoolinthe winter of IST in 
the state ef Virginia after which he at- 
teuded a three months’ term of schoul at 
Downivgten, Ohio, inthe fall of t8TL. 
He started for Kansas in April 1972, 


rete 


pT RE A PS Oa 





From Pomeroy, Ohie, to Sc Louis, Mis- 
roun, worked as deck hani on a steam- 
boat; from St. Lonis ta St, Joseph lie 
went by rail. He worked on a farm 
near St. Joe one month for Joseph Pick- 
ett; went from there to Sidney, Towa, 
where he worked through harves': left 
Siduey in August 1872 for Kansas in 
company with the Iowa Colony, aboat 
forty persons in ail, of which J. R. 
Hamilton of Norton, and he are the ou- 
ly persons here at present. This colony 
settled the Prairie Dog river from the 
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farin vnowowaell by I. N. Cope a dis. 
tance of seven miilex west. Affer all 
had located they started back to Laws 
tomake preparations for perinanet eet- 
tlement in Kansss. Hnraphry worked 
near Sidney during the winter of “V2 tur 
Willisma thutchinson, aml eater beck bp 
hiselaimin Aprit 75, As the svcalled fuvwa 
colony dituot retarn to Kansas their 
ching were generally reiaken in the 
spring. Prom 73 tos hedevoted Nis dn 
to farnting hunting and trappruyg. Dating 
this period he traveled over Westero 
Kausas and Nebragka wid eistern aud 





southern Colorado, crossed the Rockies 
on to the Gunnison and Uncompayra 
rivers. Made one trip tothe Black Hills. 
Dakota: also one trip to Texas and 
hunted buffalo on whe Brazos Itiver 
west of the Double Mountains. His fath- 
er Samnel B. Humphry cand to Norton 
country in the spring of  I8st, 
and located near him on the claim for- 
merly owned by Joseph Gettys and 
others, His father was born iu Ohiu 
Jannary 28, 1822. He makes his home 
with his son. An unc'e, Ambros Ham 
phy. was born iit Obie in 1820; came te 
No:tou county abort two rears ago 
makes his bone with John als), 

From [$21 to the preseut time John 
devoted jus time principally to farming 
and stock raising. He was married to 
Miss Lilla M. Thiesen J:muary 17,1888 at 
the Grier Louse. Norton, huusags Mise 
Thiesen was born near Flenshury. Ger- 
mary. October 14. 1867: she left Ham- 
burg May 1847, arriving in New York 
Jnne 11, 86: left New York for David 
City, Nebraska, and live | there one vear 
witha minister by the nam: of Oukey 
vf the Congregational chureb. Her 
parenis left Germany one vear later. 
came ta David City, Nebraska, fro 
there to Kimsas and settled in the south- 
west curner af Norton county where 
they are living at pressat, Joan has 
hal four children born to him as_ fo'- 
lows: —Saumel H. Gctober 21, 1988, dis] 
January 12. "89: Willian M. November 
w6. st; Murv Hattie June 17, ‘01: Seldon 
May !6.°03. Their little boy wha died 
was buried in the Orono que cemetery. 

Jumes Hatt was born in Niagara conn- 
ty, New York. April 5. 1914, was ris: 
ecbou a faru. and uttended couion 
achool, He volunteered in the %sth 
New York infantry in Juue 1864 and 
served nitil the eluse of the war 

After the war he settled in) Kane 
county, Mlingis. He was married to 
Mary Brown April 14th. 1867, at Kalama: 
zov, Michigan. He came to Cloud 
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county, Kansas in tbe fall of 1671: and 
from there to Norton November of 
the same year, He raised a tield of corn 
on sod in 1872. which was the first corn 
marketed in this county. 

When he arrived in Clond county in 
: the fallof Tl he has sixty dollars ia 
mouey. He spent allof this for provis- 
k ions and hiring teams to bring them to 
Norton, Shortly after arriving here 
Mrs. Hall's mother sent them $150.00 
They then returned to Clond connty and 
bought a breaking plow, one Texas ox 
f andwone ball. The hull had never had a 
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Soke on. Early iu the Suring of ‘72 with 
this team. Jim begat breaking prair'e 
Mrs. Hall would leadehe liall and Jim 
would hold the plas. 

When iy started from Cloud county 
Jin guves5.00 fortwo pigs und Mrs. 
Hall tra-led her hat for six hens and » 
rouster. These were rhe first pigs and 
chickens ever brought into the euunty. 
Their hovs-hoid furniture consisted of a 
table and some stools which Jim made 
from a cettouwood pnucheou: he mae it 





bedstead of some forks and poles and 
stretched a buffalo hide over it. 

In May of 7? Jin bought three more 
Texas steers anda larger plow of Cole- 
lan, paying for them in breakiny. 
Daring the summer he broke seventy- 
five acres at $4.00 per acre. Mrs. Mall 
drove the cattle during the entire season, 
Jim held the plow and did the swear- 
ing. 

Tn June he traded the bull to Ed New- 
ell for a cow and traded the smatl break- 
ing plow to Abe Lonk for another cow. 
In the fall after the breaking reason 
was over hetraded his two yoke of Tes- 
as steers tor aspan of horses and traded 
the two cows fora wazon, From. this 
time on he felt rice. as he could now 


Mrs. James Hall. 


ride in his own conveyances. 

He went to Cloud caunty where. he 
spent the winter returning early in the 
spring uf ‘73. That year he raised x 
guol crop of comm and wheat. The 
wheat averazel forty bashels to the 
tere. Im the fallof 73 he sold every- 
thine he bad except his team, proved up 
on his land and went hick to Kanecoun- 
ty, HMinois, and stayed there five years, 
farming and teaniny. In the fall of 
i878 he returned to his old) stamping 
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ground near Almena apd has remained 
here continuously ever since. He now 
owns one of the finest two hundred aud 
twenty acre farms iu Norton connty 
which he hasin ahish stnte of cultiva- 
tion. “Jim thinks the laws of onr coun- 
try bear heavily on the honest farmer, 
but bis condition does not indicate it 4s 
he rented his farm last year and bought 
a fine residence in Atmena where he 
now lives surrounded by all the com- 
forts that ure necessary to make his de- 
cliniag years Lappy. He was one of 
the commissioners appoiured by Gov. 
Harvey at the organizution of the coun- 
ty and at the first election chosen sher- 
iff. He was the first post master of Al- 
mena. He relnes an incident of snl 
poenaing the first jucy ever drawa for 
district conrt in this county. After rid- 
ing five days he found but foar of the 
men, the others being in the east or 
out on a buffalo hunt. 

Otto M. Dannevik was born Augnst 
44,1922, on an island in the coast of 
Norway calted Hatulurg where he lived 
{11 840; he was mutrriedl to Miss Sarah 
Nelson March 1846. He was altnost 
raised ina pilot boat until he was con- 
firmed in 1837; then he shige on board 
the ship Winter” and sailed in her in 
1888 as ecabin buy, He weut toa navi- 
gation school, took an examination then 
followed the sea till he emigrated the 
last xeven years he sailed as firet mate 
when he received a diaprtch to Tenart to 
the ship company as enptain, bat had 
made up hisinind to emigrate Shipped 
on board an imigrant frem Christan: 
Bland to New York, then by rivers atl 
canals Lill be landed in St. Joe and: set- 
tled on a piece of and three uniles from 
there. It the spring of [so2 he started 
overland for California witha lerd of 
cattle aud horses belonging te Weod & 
Horner, It tuek him from May t. till 
September 16, we. In California he 
wis boss of a littles truin of echt wocens 
freighting from Calusa tu Shastit, which 
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was as far asthe wagonscould go. He 
workel at that till the tlood drowned 
twenty-two head of cattle one njzht on 
tle Sacramento bottom, aud the wagons 
were all affout loaded with flour. The 
flour cust SLs per cvt. and sold for #1 per 
ponnd on account of no transportation. 
Then he went to fishing Salmon like 
Grover but he says he didn’t bave such 
good luek for a steamboat run over jis 
nets one nightaad destroyed them: they 
cost FOO, 

Then be went to San Franciseo aud hired 





O. M. Dannevik. 


ont fo a finn there and worked with 
them for sixtesn months wheu he re- 
ceivel the news that lis wife was dead. 

He retarned home ona steam ship via 
Panania. crosse] the isthmins on foot. 
maw] nue back, mud 44 miles by rail te 
Aspinveall froin Havana and NewOrleans 
upthe Misti-sinpi and Missouri rivers to 
sto doe. After he came home he starred 
to farming on the eld place and kept 
bachelor's hall. He had three children 
Nat H.. horn November 13, 1&7: he re- 
sides in Harper county, Peter, born 
May t250, resides in Doniphan country. 
William born May 16, 1852, resides i: 
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Doniplin county, September 22, 1453 
he pirrried his second wife Miss Sunber 
Anderson, a cousin of bis first wife: her 
pureutsx had emigrated from Norway in 
te460oand Jived in Buchanan county, 
Missouri. They moved to Doniphon 
county, Kansnra, in Angust 170 He 
sent fo Denver drivirg five yoke of 
oxen, most of them Texas steers; it took 
Hdeys from Atchison to Denver. He 
went to the wountainsto dig gold but 
Hid net sueesed: hired out toa company 
iu Golden tu freight from Nebraska City 
to Golden. Went in the mountains 
again and worked in the mines until he 
tock sick wud returned home. 

The war was going on and sume of his 
friends told bim he bad better get over 
to the Kansas side as the town was full 
of rebels aud they were securing men 
and boys forthe rebel army. He went 
home nud found that three of his wife's 
brothers had joined the army also Ed 
Hooversou and Jolin Landis. Some time 
after, Jim Liane made a speech and 
wanted more men to join; about 200 
went with Lane to Troy. 

During this time he had two 
boys burn O:to, Angust 2$th. 1896, resi- 


dence Ediuond, Kansas; Marion §, 
April 23 1841, residence Colorado 
Springs. 


At Troy the recruits came in very 
fast; it did not take long until the regi- 
Ment was full, Dannevik was muster- 
ed into service in the [ath Kansas In- 
fantry, Co. ©. Capt. Hugh Robinson, 
The regiment was commanded by Col. 
Owen: was seucdown totbe Indian Ter- 
Titory wid joined with the luth Kansas 
infantry and an Indian regiment that 
formed the brigade; General Ware of 
the 10th acting as Brigule General un- 
der General Blount. At Cane Hill they 
Tonted the rebels and followed 
‘het Up, duriuy the day they made six 
lifferent Stands, but drove then off 
every time. Tues joined General Her- 
fon in the battle of Prairie Grove where 





their forces gained theday, They cross- 
ed the Boston Mountain, drove the 
rebels across the river and took the city. 
After that the emnmand took a back 
track across the mountains finally com- 
ing into camp at a place enlled Elm 
Springs: there hada grand review be- 
fore General Schofield, then starred on 
a forced mareh night and day for 
Springfield, Missouri. where the rebel 
general Marmeduke camped, (the same 
Marunidake the reel citizens of Misson- 
ri elected for governor.) When they are 
rived at Springfield Marmaduke was 
Whipped. Wheo Diamevik got home his 
wite hada litde girl horn Mareb 17.1863. 
Her name is Valin and is now Georges 
duues’ wife, living between Edinond 
and Norton. 

In December 1862 he started for Leav- 
enworth to reinlist in the 4th Kansas 
battery was mustered in January 1, 
1804, They made post duty for some 
tine and wasover in Plat couuty, Mis- 
souri chasing and killing the Bush- 
whackers, then after Pap Price when he 
made the raid into Kansas, Lientenant 
Planigan bad command of the battery; 
in Mareh 1865 was attached to the {Kth 
Kansas cavalry as colopaay M. and 
Started after the Indints: eame out on 
the South Platte and scouring around 
after the reiskind on the Solomon anid 
Swoky Rivers: ran them up to Fort 
Kearney, fromthere to Fort Laramie 
under General Connor whd was then 
commanding generat. ne lay’ they lay 
incamp, when a squad of soldiers starter! 
to get some good ment to eat. and they 
went for the puck mules and killed six of 
the best they cold tind. of cunrse they 
Were reported and punished. rhe punish- 
ineut was to be marehed down to Powder 
river and ba dueked: amoung them was 
Mr. Vassar, who nsed to live on Big 
Timber bat emivrated to Oreron a few 
year ago. They were ordered down ta 
Fort Laramie and then to Fort Leaven- 
worth to be mustered out, 
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He came home and bought a quarter 
section of land four miles south of Troy 
joining John Landis and Ed Hooverson, 
bad a house built and went to furming, 
December 1866 hud another little girl. 
her nawe is Mary G. died two years ago 
last September, and on August 1, 
1868 a sOn was born. In the fall of 1872 
John Landis, Ed’ Hooverson, Frank 
Fitzpatrick and he 100k a notion to go 
west and look at the country. At Caw- 
ker City, where the lend office was at 
that iime, got some plats and started for 
Norton county: cowing through Kiewin 
they found twosrmall buard shanties: at 
Logan there was a hoje im the grouid. 
allthe buildings at thar time. They 
cnne up the Solomon aud camped abort, 
three nules below where he now lives 
where Ed Hooversou and Frank lnciuted. 
Next day helocuted, The next mori- 
ing they started for Norton, that is, 
where Norton is now. It was blowing 
anil socold three went afvot and left Ed 
Hooverson to drive: if tie had not been 
called to a halt by u herd of buffalo they 
would not have canght bim before he 
got tothe Prairie Dog. Starting dlown 
the creek they came toa loy cabin with 
a piece of carpet for adoor., uml a lady 
in the house and a pig outside. Datinevik 
duos not Know who it was. They asked 
for Norton, she said there was a place 
below there two miles that.they called 
Norton: they came to the city and asked 
for the county clerk's office; they were 
informed he was ont bunting bnffale. 
They went home to Denizhatn county 
stopping at Cawker City to put papers 
on their jand abont the mildle of Ucto- 
ber 1872. They were in a hurry to Ket 
howe on account of president int election. 
foruce Greeley was running nm they 
wanted him to keep on tanuing. Ed 
Hoaversou divdin St, Louis and Pi zpat- 
rick iu Doniphan county, 

Major Denvevik returned here with 
his family in the spring of 1874 and hins 

remained here continuousy ever sace 





He took an active partin the early trou- 
bles on the Solomon; hig friendship for 
Juin Landis brought the exeerations of 
John’s enemies, They burned his stack 
yard and barn in 1878, which was a net 
loss of over 31,000, 

The Major has always been a Norton 
man and a republican. 

With all these iesses and the varia- 
tionsin hiseventfnl career, he is now 
physiealiy broken down and relies upor 
his pension foc rhe support of hi« declin- 
ing years. and this was recently threar- 
ened by Secretary Hoke Smite who sus- 
peated payment tempor rily. 

John Rowen Hamilton was bora 
Angust 9, Indl in Clinton county, Indi- 





J. R. Hamilton. 


Run. His fauher wus a minister. bnt 
John was raised ona farm. Tle enlisted 
April 7U. 1861, mustered inte company 
Bit Indiana infautry, May 20, 181. 
This treyiinent was afrerwards a part of 
Waders Brigade Fle served to the 
clase of the war, Soon after being dis- 
ehurgesl he was married ai Sidney. Lowa. 
where he fatined, taught school and 
rew)diav: he was admitted to the bar 
nud Catne Out of the army soand: he 
never inissed a dity but wes often iu 
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the gnard house for getting something 
to eat from other sources than the cons- 
inissary departuent. he never applied 
fora pension and it is his boast rhat 
he don’t want one. Mr. and Mrs. Haw- 
ilton raised a family of seven children; 
five boys aud two girls: Frank M. their 
eldest son is now a painter by trade and 
lives in Norton: their second son, Thowus 
Morton was born in Fremont county, 
luwa. September Is. 1488; came to Nor- 
ton county in i874 with his father’s 
family, attended the schools of Norton 





T. M. Hamilton. 


in 1884 and 3485 then went to the Indian 
Territory with John C. Brown to pur- 
chase Indian pontes; becawe quite a pony 
riler. In 148G he attended Hastings 
Collexe at Hastings, Nebraska. for one 
Sear after which heread law in his 
father's office until September 18, 1893 
when be was admitted to the bar. 
Foress A. was boriuin 1571, now lives 
at Walla Wath. Washington. employed 
Charles «A. was born in 
I833, is a barber and lives at Norton. 
Their other three children Ella Mf. born 
in 1875, Walter L. born in 1878 and Ruth 


born in 18841, live at home with their 
parents. 

John RK. Hamilton tirst came to Norton 
couuty in 1872 with the Iowa culony; he 
took the land now owned by McClusky in 
Leota township: butdid not return until 
June 1874 when be found his claim had 
heen taken by other parties. He settled 
at Norton and atonce began the practice 
of law. and remained here continuonsly 
ever Since. The eounty seat fight came 
on about the time of John’s arrival; he 
touk an active part on behalf of Norton, 
and has continued asa leader in every- 
thing socially, materially ad politically 
ever since. He was elected county at- 
torney in 1875 but resgined as soon as he 
qualified: he was elected to the legislature 
in 187, defeating Dr. 5. L. Green. Dur- 
ing the session of this legislature which 
metin January 1877,’ Hamilton touk a 
prominent partin tne senatorial contest; 
he espoused the canse of Preston B, 
Plumb who waselected. Ife succeeded 
in passing a bill in relieving Norton 
county of the $5000 aid bouds which had 
been voted in 1874. The Nortou Couuty 
Beeof March 12. 1877, shen published 
by A. F. Hariwer, published the follow- 
ing on Haunlton’s return from Topeka: 

“It is glorious! The Bae more than 
iakes pleasure in inforuting the taxpay- 
ers of Norton county that J. R. Hamnil- 
ton and Senator Carpenter have sncceed- 
ed in releiving tient of those five thous- 
and dollar bouds. The state has now 
cancelled (he debt, and we are free; free 
to boom aloug the path of progress with 
renewed energy inl zeal. 

Tumediately upon receipt of the news, 
guns were fired, aud a huge bonfire was 
started near the square. A committee 
was appointed to waiton Mr. Hamilton 
at his residence and reynest his appear- 
ance befure the asseanbly. Round after 
rownul of applause went up for the tax 
payers of Norton county and their 
champions. 

The meeting was called to order with 
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Thos. Beaunont in the chair. He open 
ed with appropiate rewarks and intro- 
duced Mr. Hamilton. who delivered a 
short address. Mr. Humiltou took oc- 
casion to remark that he deserved no 
praise. He had mere!s done his duty as 
a publicservant. 

He was fulluwed ty Nat GL. Baker. 
Capt. J. W, Allen, Thos, Beaumont, and 
others: all of whom congratulated the 
citizens of the county on their good for- 
tune. 

A committee was then appointed by 
the chair, consisting of Joel Simmons, 
Nat Lo Baker, J. R. Viieleave, Sol 
Mursh, and A. Simmons to draft reso- 
lutions of thanks ta Senator Carpenter 
ani our representative fur services rend- 
ered the taxpayers of Norton county. 

Thus a new era dawned upon Norton 
county. With no bonded indebtedness 
hanging over ns, with asoil as prolific as 
any inthe work!, nothingstands in the 
way of inaking it the “garden spot.” 
Let us with our shoniders to the wheel, 
work fuithfully te ihis end ~ 

During the session uf N77 Mr. Haruil- 
ton succeeded in passing a law fixing 
the sularyof county clerk aud connty 
treasurer at $700.00) per annum. This 
was the first special ralury law that had 
heen enacted by the lesaslatnre. In isso 
the Attorney General filed) an opionion 
to the effect that this luw was uuceusti 
tutional fer tha rereu, “that no spe- 
cial law shall by enacted where uo gen- 
eral haw will apply.” After this the 
curnty comuuatssioners pail the clerk amd 
treasurer under the general dig. 

This led ta litigation and was carried 
ty the supreme cour: where an opinion 
Was hamlet dowe sistaiuing the speeinl 
stlary Law. 

Hannilten wus reelected) tothe leisla- 
ture ats, defeating Geerge Hed, of 
Letra Darin the evs of INT a 
litter fight was rmred agsitiet the re- 
election ot John J, Ingalls. Flurnilton 
supported Ben Simpson, but at the ened 


of a bitter fight which lasted several 
days the opponents of Invalis united 
on Chief Justice Horton, the Horton 
vaueus containing a majority of one of 
all the votes in the legisliture. Ou the 
final ballot Hamltien voled for Horton, 
but the Ingalls crow: had secureil one of 
Hortou’s men whick elected Ingatls. 

During this session, Hawilien secnred 
the passage of a bill probibiting Texax 
catde front being driven through this 
county. In 1880 be declined a umuina- 
tion and decided to give his entire at- 
tention to the practice of Jaw. In Ls&i 
he received the vue of Norion couuty in 
the couvent’ pn at Millbrovk for istrict 
judge, bur W. HA. Pratt. of Phillips 
county, Was noimin ited andelectet. He 
was aecarndidute for state senator in 1s 
but was defeated by H. S. Granger of 
Phillips couuty. He was a candidate 
for congress in 1890 before the celebrated 
Colby convenion where Webb MeNall 
secured the nowination, 

Haiiltun reesived the unanimous 
nomiuation for state sesater in lee. He 
Tuade a gallant fight. ran many votes 
ahead of his tieket, bur was defeated at 
the pulls by George E. Smith of Savith 
county, his populist oppoveut. He was 
the first mayor of the city if Neurton. 
elected in 1834 at the time the city was 
Incorporated, Hlamilton was the legal 
adviser of Norton Tuwn cuvipany from 
1874 until its disorgauization. He har 
probably done more law business for 
which he receive no fee than any at- 
torney in western Kansas as he never 
refused to take a cure beeanse of the 
poverty of his client. He has an exten- 
sive state arquaintance. baving spoke 
lu behalf of his party in all the political 
canipuigcs since t880, He tock an active 
part in the county seat elections and the 
litigation growing out of ther on beh! 
of Norton: be has contributed liberally 


toward the social. mural agi ianterial np: 


building of Norton and Norton county 
He is a member of the Preshyterint 
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church and of the Masouie Lodge, He 
homesteaded the land north of town, 
where the Cathotie church now stands, 
which he sold tothe LineoIn Lawl com- 
pany in 1%$3; he then bnilt a fine resi- 
cence on the east side of town where he 
now resides, 

William B. Rogers was born in Case 
county, Indiana, October 1824; came to 
Norton county in December, 187i: 
selected land at the month of Torse 
Creek, near Alinena. Came with his 
family in May 1874; lost his jand by con- 
test, then went to Long Branch in north- 
west part of the county and stayod there 
until July;came to Norton and opened 
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W. B. Rogers. 


hotel inthe old log house, near where 
the Rock Isiund depot now stands, This 
was the building moved from the Edgar 
Page farm and was the first hotel in 
Nerton, Rogers got Telinjashment on the 
{0 neres on which this honse stood froin 
Dick Pelton, also a relingnishment frou 
Briggs on the adjoining 40 where Case 
& Williams’ store builuing stood. He 
then pnt a homestead on this eighty, 
After Ropers nad inade proof on this 
~izhty he discuvered irreyulurities in the 
Norton Town Association's records. He 


then platted a part of tus north forty and 
filed his piat asthe town of Norton. 
This compellel the association to reé- 
Organize and file their plat us Associa- 
tions’ Addition to the town of Nortou; 
afterward he deeded to Dr. Phusbe Oliver 
Briegsall that forty acres north of Main 
street which is now known as Briggs’ 
addition to the town of Norton. Rogers 
was uppointel postmaster Jannary 18, 
1876; served till Mareh 1878, nad was as- 
sistant postmaster from that time nutil 
1880, Fie was Provost Marshal for 
Clinton county. Indiana, during the war 


vader Captain Clark ot the eight con- | 


gressional district. 

In September 1&7+, Rogars sold the 
forty acres where the old log house 
stood to Lot Grown: he built the stone 
house on south State street the same 
year; he sold the stony nause to the Kock 
Island rail real in 188%, and bought a 
residence on the Hillside xddition where 
he now resides. Althougu he was never 
adimitted to the bar he conducted many 
lawanits in the early days and gained 
considerable of a reputition as a lawyer. 

He wasin the grocery and restaurant 
bneivess in 1879. ufterward kept bonrders 
in the old srone house. In 1880 he was 
with the writer on the range hunting 
wild horses; he went tothe Gutnison 
and bad charge of an outfit on the con- 
struction of the D. KR. G. rail road in 
1881, 

He was elected Justice of the Peace for 
Center tuwnsnip in 1875. served for two 
years. He wax appointed deputy U_ S. 
marshal in 1876, served four years. 
Althouxh Rovers bus always been a 
democrat he held all these offices under 
republican administrations. He was 
alzo a delegate to the republican seni. 
torial convention held in Kirwinin 1876, 

No politics were known here then, 
but connty seat, both the Norton 
and Leota factions claiming to be the 
republican party. 

He was dejaty county clerk for a time 
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under M. J. Fitzpatrick; served as deputy 
register of deeds for two years under 
Nat L. Baker from 1874 to 1x78. 

Jn 1882 he had charge of a party em- 
ployed by the Rocky Mountain Oil, Min- 
ing and Transportation company with 
headquarters at Omaha. Nebraska. He 
located some very vilnable lands fer 
thein on the heals of Powder and Big, 
Horn rivers in Wyoming. 

Mr. and Mrs. Rogers have Taised a 
family of seven children, five boys and 
two girls: T. A. the'r eldest son first 
took the lam) where Peppinger row lives. 


_ but sold it to Elder Howard. He ran # 


dray for some years in Norton; is dos on 
afarm iu Garfield township: he was 
inarried to Miss Susie Payton. They 
have had seven children, three are liv- 
ing. four dead. 

Charlie their. second son. married 
Mrs. Newton. He is now engaged in 
farming and stock raising at Curtis. 
Nebraska. 

Nettie, their eldest danghter. murried 
Frauk Williams as previously described. 
Willinm: amarried Hattie Eibert. and 
now lives ou a farm in Garfield town- 
sbip. They have bad four children: 
three are living, one dead. 

Frank Merchant marrie:| Lettie Me- 
Cormick December. 1800: he is 4 barber 
by trade and lives in Nortou; they have 
ose child. Howard their youngest son, 
was killed by being kieked by a mule at 
Medicine Bow, Wyomins in July ist 

Mrs. Rogers was born June 1. TS8b 
in Clinton county, Indiana: wis married 
to W. B. Rogers May 19, LEAS 

She is an active member of the Pres- 
byterian church and takes & proiinent 
put in all eocial and charitube work, 
During the many years she kept beard- 
ing house in Norton, she became well 
and favorably known to everybody in 
the connty. Her honse wae torn like 
x home than a hotel, at leat tt nbwuys 
appeared gu ta the writer Whose good 
fortune it was to make his home nnder 


her roof for many Years. Mrs. Rogers 
hag fifteen grand children. 

James McKie was born in Fulton 
county, New York, February 1. ISLA: 
was a shoemaker by trade; worked ai 
that business twenty-five years. Came 
to Missonri in 1462: settled at Lathrop, 
in Clinten county; came to Kansas in 
872; stopped one year in Republic coun- 
ty. He settled on Buck creek in this 
county in the spring of 187+. on the 
Jerome Cox land. where his family now 
reside. Myr. McKie was always a re- 
Publican. He was married to Murtha 





Jaines McKie. 


Baird in 1837: they had two children. 
Edward and James: their eldest son E:l- 
ward, lives in Republic county. James 
lives on the old home farm, He we= 
born in 1862, He owns 1200 acres ¢f 
land and 200 head of horses and cattle. 
Jumes MeKieSr. died in February 122 
of consumption and ix buried in the 
Denstuere cemetery . 

Michset O'Toole was born in Ireland 
in D826: caine to America in 1S, learn: 
ed the tuoulder's trade ami fyllowed 1 
lwenty seven yerurs. He was married te 
Abn Brady at Norwalk, Ohio, in t>5}- 
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Ife settled at the mouth of Walnut 
Creek in this connty in the fall of 1875. 
Mr. and Mrs. O'Toole raised five child- 
ren of their own and two adopted chiid- 
ren. Mrs. O'Toole died in Ohio in 13867. 
He was married to Joan Mutvihella, his 
present wife, in 1868. Mr. O'Tool’s two 
youngest, sons, James and Jobn, live in 
this county. They married sisters by 
the name of MeMulkin. They hoth own 
farms in Rock Branch township. Mr. 
Toole adupted «son who lives xt home 
with him; they live on the same farm he 
located when he creme here. 

In October, 1872 D. M. and W. W. 
Robinson came in and took chiims on 
what is now called the Robinson draw, 
one mile norrh west of Norton: their ap- 
pearance left a favorsble impression on 
the few settlers here at the time so that 
when they started east promising to re- 
turnin the spring with their families, 
considerable specnlation was indulged in 
by the boys as to whether they would ever 
conte back or not. On March 28, 1832 a 
few of theseitlers were nt Newell's store 
when three covered wagous come in 
sight. Some one remarked that was 
Bobinson comingand sure enough wien 
they drove up. it proved to be Robinsons 
and their brother-in-law Jolin F. Mad- 
den, Business was temporitrily sus- 
pended and ull went ont to the road to 
¥reet the new settlers. They had brought 
in the fatrest and best horses that had 
been seen in this country: of course they 
attracted the attention of allthe men 
after they had driven in. The topic of 
vonversation naturally turned on to the 
new settlers. vations opinions were ex- 
pressed ahont them all of course favor- 
able, but fordifferent reasons, Among 
the various observations that were drup- 
ped at that time was vue by Sel Marsh. 
“By gractous! 11] bet them folks is all 
right: the womeu and children all had 
clean fnces—did you notice that, boys?" 

John Madden took the land north of 
Robinson's where be has resided. contin- 


uously ever since. P 

John F. Madden was born in Alamp- 
shire county, Virginia, August 15, i845. 

In 1865 his father located in Walnut 
township, Jefferson county. Towa, bis 
mother Hives on the samme farm yet at 
the ripe old age of Ti vears. His father 
died there of heart disease in 1381. 


J. F. Madden. 


John Madden lived at lome with his 
parents until) he was married to Nancy 
©. Robinson in 1868: She was born in 
Miami conaty, Ohio in 1550, 

Mr. and Mrs. Muidden have raised 
nine cluidreu. eight boys and one girl: 
Their eldest buy. Fred, was born July 5, 
1869 and married Zella Price February 
¥3, 1893. Frank J. was bora January 2. 
1871; William E. bora dane s, 1872, C. 
B. born September 5. 1873. Gaorge 11. 
born Januay 30, 1875: Ralph, born An- 
pust 8. 870; Ray Seaton horn May 14, 18- 
4, Gas V. born February 22,1391, Olive 
Edna horn December 2, 1831, and died 
September 4, 1855 and Nettie May bern 
August 12, i888, 

Madden lived on a rented farm in Jef- 
ferson county, Jowa. from the time he 
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was married until be started far Kansas 
in March, 1873. He and the Roabinswas 
shipped their goods fro: Brighton, Towa 
toSt.Jo Missouri, and drove from there 
to Norton; making the trip in fiftesn 
days. Since coming here he has devoted 
himself to farming aud stock raising, 
and is considered one of or most re- 
liable citizens. He was chairman of the 
county convention in 1873: this conven- 
tion was known as anti Billings conven- 
tion, This convention nominated C. C. 
Vance for the legislature. Madden was 
the democratic nominee for county clerk 
ia 1837; mt M. J. Fitzpatrick, the re- 
publican caaHdate was elected, He 
was tenderel the namination for sheril¥ 
on the low salary ticket in 188) but de- 
clined it. He became a repnbligan that 
year and was clested township trustee 
and has been nominated and elected 
three ties since, 

In 1890 he became a populist and has 
affiliated with that party since bit says 
he is not satistied with them and de- 
clares hig intention of voring the proribi- 
tion ticket hereafter. Duriog thecoun- 
ty seat contest Madden was always a 
Nottoo man. He ts at temperate man in 
his babits and does not use intoxicating 
beverages or tobiteco in any form. 

On Janes, 1893 Mrs. Madden 
throws from a Carriag: and had her leg 
broken. She isstill snffering from the 
injuries she received and unable to ase 
her limb. 

He worked at the mason trade: lis 
first work wis on Simpson's lig hotel: it 
etill stands in Norton: W. W. Robinson 
helped da the work. 

Willian W.) Robtnsgn was born in 
Piqua, Miawi county. Ohio. Angst 2s, 
1839. His morher died when he was 
seven vears olilund from that time mutil 
le grew to inanhead be Hved  amenye 
strangers: he revetvesl bat very little 
schooling, He attendedl a district gelio.} 
for five months when he was titteen years 
ofage. He learued the trade of harness 
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maker but never followed if ufter he 
grew to manhood. In the fall of 1855 
he was married to Miss Elizabeth Rol.- 
ertson. THe atonce moved to Brighton. 
Washington conuty, Iowa, where Ing 
wife died in 1856. He remained m Iown 
asa farmer until 186) when he enlisted 
incowmpany K 13 Iowa infantry, He 
was in the follewing battles: Second 
battle of Corituth, in this enenvement he 
and Corporal D. A. Robertson carried 
ammunition and water forthe eompany 
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during the fight. He was in the battle 
of Jackson and Mississippi, seizes of Vicks 
burg, Atlaita and Georgia. Al Savan- 
nah he was left tn the hospital: was sent 
from there hy boat to Alexandria, where 
he met tis regiment aud was discharged 
with thea. He then returned tu Iowa 
and followed farming and breaking 
prairie. Oo June 25, 1860 he was. mar- 
ried to Amanita A Hodgen. She was 
Vornin Jetferson county, lowa May 29. 
146, five children have been born 0 
them. Francis H. and Cora were born i: 
fowa. Harrv-aA., Curl A. wu l Olivas O 
Were born in Norton conuty, | Franc = 
Hf, their eldest son. was married to Marv 
FE. Dey December 14. 1893. they now re- 
side ona farm near Norton. 
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Mr. Robinson still Hves on the farm 
he settled on when be came here in 1573. 
In politics he is an independent but un- 
til 18v be usually voted the democratic 
ticker. Hesays be votes for the man 
insteadof tne purty. In 182 be voted 
the populist ticket, but says he expecta 
to vote the prohibition iicket tereafter. 

tie tells the fullowing incident of 
their experience the first ime they ried 
to kill a bntfalo: They bad pirched heir 
camp when they first came here where 
Joiu Madden's barn now stands. While 
they were eating tneir dinner on the 
secontl day after tueir arrival they saw 
astnall herit of butfaloes standing ou a 
hill about five hundred yards from them, 
Heand Madden grabbed their guns and 
ran up the draw within two hundred 
yards Of them aud fired, They failed to 
kill any but the herd separated a part 
of them going east and the rest north, 
Madden mounted his oll gray borse aud 
started after the bunch that had gone 
east, After running them two or three 
iniles he gave them up aod came hack 
started after the buoch that went north, 
Robiuson in thé ieantime had followed 
thé north bunch on foot. Wher Muad- 
dencame up tobim he asked Robinson 
ty exchange guns with him as Robinson 
had a Spencer repeating rifle. After he 
hal chased them two ordhree miles he 
came up to them and cominenced spap- 
pieg his gun atthem and kept it up for 
several miles.when he discovered the gap 
Was not loaded: he threw in w cartridge 
aud succeeded in killing a buffalo. This 
accomplished he started back ona wild 
miu; and when he got withia calling 
distanceof Wreh he commenced calling 
“Wash: Wash! Washi with bis eyes bulz- 
ed out half the size of hen’s eges) don’t 
Yen ever hand me n gum again that is not 
uated. Wash says: ‘Why John? what's 
the matter, dil yoo kill one?" --O course 
Pid, I kitted it deader than h—l."" At 
‘his Wash bezan to laugh and Jubn suid 
“Well I guess I am a little excited but I 


killed a buffalo all rhe same.” 

David M. Robinson was born in 
Piqua, Miami county, Obio July 1, 1882. 
he was raised on a farm, moved to Iowa 
in the early fifties. In 1862 be volun- 
teered in company E. 30 lowa infantry. 
He was in the bittle of Vicksburg, first 
and second battles of Jackson, Reseca. 
Dallas, Big Shanty. Kenesaw Mountain. 
Atlanta. Good Hope Church, Jonesbor- 
ough and several smaller engayements, 
followed Hood through Alabama an:l 
went with Sherman to the sea: wae at 
Raleigh, North Carolina when Lee and 
Johuson surrendered, went from there 
to Mt Vernou and from there to Wash- 
ingion and attended the last vrand re- 
view and was mustered ont with his 
rezinient, " 

He was married to Sarah FE. Dey in 
Washington county. lown in September 
1867, Mrs. RebLinsou was born in 1844. 
They have four children, three girls and 
ous ley, Myrtle. their eldest girl, was 
born in 1870, She was murried to Al- 
bert Green March 18 1891. 

Albect C. Green was born in New 
York in 1867; cawe to Kansas in 18s7 
and died at Norton January 13, 181, 

Mr. Robinson's other three cbildren, 
Lou, Netl and David 8S, live at home 
with their parents aud are aged 22, 17 
antl 14 years reepectively. 

On account of failing health Mr. Rob- 
iusOn sold bis farm and in 188) moved 
to town. fle isnow engaged in the 
sour and feed business. He is an active 
member of the Methodist church and a 
republican in politics, 

Dr. 8. L. Green chime here from Hum- 
bolt, Nebraska, in the spring of 1874. 
He at once took a prominent part in 
county seat matters asa warm supporter 
of Leata He started a drug store in 
Leota when he cnine here aud coutinned 
in business as Jong us he lived in the 
vonnuty, He was master of the Masonic 
Lodge in Leota, the first lodge establish- 
éd in Norton county: he as elected to 


ag sa ais ana 


i ag reg tre Re prteret— 





tg SE TE SN 








the legislature in 1475, on the Leata 
ticket, defeating Joel Simmons pnt was 
in turn defeated by John Hamilton in 
1876. Her-presented this county in the 
state convention in 1876 and supported 
George T. Anthony for Govarnor. 
He waselected as delegate to the con- 
gressionol cunvention at Mauhattan in 
1876 but was unseated by John Landis 
who organized a contest avainst him. 
He represented this county in the con- 
gressional conveution at Concordia in 
1878 and supported John A. Anderson. 
He moved from this county to MeCook, 
Nebraska in June 1878. where he has 
since nade his home, He was: member 
ol the Nebraska legislature. representing 
Hitcheock county, in 18x80. 

Cornelius Decker was born March 12, 
1840 in MecDonongh county. Tlmeis. 
He borsts of royal blood, bein; of purely 
American stock. His ancestors having 
come from Holland to this country be- 
fore the Declaration of Iedspendence. 
He received a limited district school ed 
neation; worked on his father’s farm un- 
til be was of age. His parents are sull 
living at Plymouth, Itionis, which has 
been their post office address without 
change for fifty-five years. He was 
married to Miss Mary Aun Johnson on 
March 28. 1861. Miss Johnson is of 
Scotch desceut. After receiving a good 
district school education ste attended 
the Berean Collegeat Jacksonville, Ji 
nois. Nochildren have been horn to 
thein. , 

He came to Norton county in 1874 
and settled on the Sappa May 2th of 
that vear. bringing with him bis wife 
and adopted daughter, Mary A. Vin- 
cent: the daughter afterward becatng 
the wife of Sirnon Dopps. Mrs, Decker 
tanght the second ternrof echoalin  dis- 
trict. No. 5: also the tirst terin in district 
Sav itis uaw bonmled. The wages for 
the first term were to be paid hy sab- 
seTiption after the public meney was ex- 
hiuusted. some ef which still remuins to 
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be collected. 

Mr. Decker enlisted March 8. 1865 
io Co. FT. 14th Dhinois Infaniry and served 
seven months. 

Myr. and Mrs, Decker are menibers of 
the Christain chureh. 

He always voted the republican ticket 
until 1803. Inthat year he became a 
third party prohibitionist and declare» 
his inteutiun of affiliating witb that par- 
ty liereafter, 

He was elected trustee of Rock Bruncii 
fownship in 1842, the only public office 
he has ever held. 

John M. Cooper came here trom = lh- 
nois in February 1873 and opened the 
first drug store in this county, ina simall 
frame bnildinog that atterward blew 
awayinacycione, His entire stock ou 
the start was a barrei of whisky: iu fact 
about the only thing that he kept during 
iis four years’ residence in this cowuty 


that resembled a drag sture 9 Was 
the sign. In Mareh tit his drug 


store snd Williawns dry couds store were 
the ouly business houses in Norren, 
One cold day when business was dul! 
and no one in town Cooper proposed to 
W.E Case thas they close up and geo 
swimming in the Prairix Dog. Case 
supposing it tebe a joke agreed. but 
when they got to the creek he found 
Cooper was in dead earnest: after walk- 
ing up the creek some distance they 
found a place that was pot froz- 
eu over and ratoved their clothes and 
plunged in. Of course they did not te- 
uitin Jong in the water but dressed and 
came np tothe drug store for refresh: 
ments. 

When the county seat tight opened 
Cooper moved to Leota where he re- 
mained until November 1876. He then 
went to Greenfield. Illinois where he 
now resides. A recent letter from him 
states that he uever did anything while 
here that he is especially proud of: that 
he was aimply suwing lis wild oats. 
He is still in the drug business but only 
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keeps whisky for inedical and mechani- 
cal purposes. 

He was nota Candidate for any politic- 
aluflice while he lived here. In the 
county seat contest he was a Leota mun. 
At the time Ca e and Williams assigned 
in ISt4, he was made theirassignee and 
closed up their business affairs. He sup- 
ported Dr. Green for the legislature in 
1875; but supported Hannlton on the 
Norton ticket in 1876. 

Isanc J. Dickinson was born in Chester 
connty, Pennayivanin. in 1850: coma to 
Kansas in 389 and took up the occnpa- 
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tien of huating and trapping, which he 
followed until (877. He was married in 
the fall of 1878to Miss Cornelia Ileller 
by Jobn Wallnee. They have seven 
children, four boys and three girls. Lie 
I+ft here in 1588 and moved to Buffalo, 
Wro:ning, where he now resides. He is 
vopaged in the stock business and ranelh- 
ing and has prospered financially. 
George Baldwin came lere from Cloud 
county in Pebruary, 1872 and took the 
land Elmer Morris now owns, two miles 





west of Almena, ou the Prairie Deg; he 
broke out some yround and planted sud 
corn but failed to get a crop. He became 
discouraged with thecountry and traded 
his relinquishment to Elmer Morris in 
October. for a pair of dog skin gioves. 
Mr. Morris still owns the land and re- 
sidesonit. He was elected coroner in 
1877 und served two years. He presided 
ut the time the inquest was held on John 
Landis. He was a republican until: 1890 
has since voted with the populists. He 
was born at Lilly Chapple. Madison 
county, Ohio. February 9, 1830; was mar- 
Tied io Marcha L. Bennett September 
26, 184, She was born at Lilly Coapple, 
Madison county, Ouvio. April 9, 1822: 
they moved to Jowa in 1854, lived there 
SIX years then moved to Peoria, Iinois, 
caine to Lyon county, Kansas. in 1866 
then come to Norton county in October. 
1872 They have two children, Lou A. 
bornat Cedar Rapids. lowa, October 9, 
isu. May M. born at Peovia, [linois, 
September 25, 181. 

Miss Lun Morris was one of the first 
lady teachers in this conuty; she taught 
the second term of school in the town of 
Norton. commencing May 26, 1S75 Jast- 
iog three mouths. This school was held 
ina dugout near where the Christian 
chureh stands. She taught the second 
termof school in Almena. beyinuing 
September 6, 1875; sud aterm in Leota 
in IS77 und a fall termin Almena same 
year. She was married toChurles E. 
Hillsinger February 10,1878. He was 
born in Otsego county, New York, March 
18, 1848. ' 

Mr and Mrs. Hillsinger have seven 
ebifdren. Their names and ages are as 
follows: Harry E, boru Jauuary Jl 1879, 
Mabel L, December 7, 3880, Myrtle 0. 
Jannary 2, 1832, Charles H. September 
27, 1835, Gould W. January 11, 1887, 
Burton M. October 22, 1388 and Clark E. 
May 1, 1892. 

Charles B. Lough came to Norton 
county in August, 1832, took the Jarvis 








land near Norton but when he returned 
with his family in March, 1873 he found 
the land had been taken: he then took 
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land at Almena, He was born in Bra- 
ton conaty, Virginia, May 28, 3825. His 
eldest con Peter Lough, who is well 
known to the old setrlers left here in }888 
and went to Oklahoma; he now lives in 
Blaine county anil is practicing medicine, 
As to whether he @ver studied medicine 
before going there or not we are mot in- 
formed. 

Jim Lough. his secdnd son, lives, in 
Oregon, He left here in 1890. 

The balance of Mr. Lough's family 
lives in this county. In polities Mr. 
Loagh was a republican nntil Ist; he 
hassince been a populist. He is at preg: 
ent time justice of the peace of Alimena 
township. 

Reuben Bisbee was bornat Belluws 
Falls, New flampshire Sept. Us, i805, 
He was of Sciuch descent. tle mov. 
ed with his parents to Vermont when he 
Was two years old; joined the charen at 
the age uf twelve years. 

Ou January 4. he married May 
Annstrong, who was born dan. 2, 


1807 in Connecticut and moved with her 
parents fo New York and settled at 
Crown Point on Lake Chainplam at 
which places they were married, About 
the year 1832 or 1634 they moved to Can- 
ada, where during ths rebellion of 1837 
and 738 he was forced to take the oath ot 


allegiance to Great Bririan. There 
were seven sons and sixdanghtirs. The 
sons were generally dissatistied with 


Canada, having so much yankee blood 
in them it wes hard for them to keep 
down their loyal y. Their mother 
always being a regular blue blooled 
yankee. The uldest son went to Cali- 
fornia in the enrly fifties and tue rest of 
the farnily lostaltraceot him. At diff: 
erent perio.ts the other Foya came int. 
Michigan aml returned again to Canwla 
until the spring of 1573 when the youny- 
est son R. Bisbee Jr. determined tu 
come west. Father Bistee then sold 
out bringing with him Win. 
Nelson, wife and family of four suas: 
(Mre. Nelson being his oldest duazhter. 

R. Bisbee Jr., wite «ad two soas, B t- 

sy C. his youagest daughter, Archie 
Hewitt, Surah Fiuley (an a lopted 
dauchter) and Mrs. Nelson. Win. Us 
mother. He first went to Plartsmouth 

Nebraska then to Lowell. Nebraska. 
where he met Vie J. Clark. who located 
the whole fawily on the Sappa. 

Reuben Bisbse was the first post- 
master at Devizes aud named the office. 
He gave aud had laid out the Devizes’ 
cemetery, where he was lainto rest the 
last of Jannary 1887. He was &2 vears 
4 months and 10 daysiold Graodina Bis- 
bee fullowed him on April 2, 1802. aged 
tGyears und three wonths: they traveled 
toyether for over 61 years; 

Father Bisbee was an active member 
of the Methodistchureh over 70 years 
undinuther Bisbee : member for =| 
years. 

Franklin Db. Hakes was born in Jeifer- 
son connty. New York. November 3, pst} 
He wasitnarried to Rosita Bently Decum- 

















ber 17, 1846, the only daughter of Elder 
Normau and Louisa Bently. Mr. Bent- 
ley died in 1845. Mrs. Bently has since 
made her hoine with Elder Hakes and 
ix now living with him in this county at 
the age of 8S years. Elder Hakes came 
to Norton county in May 1873. settled 
on Lang Branch. When the Baptist 
church was organized in 187% he was or 
dained minister. The church was or- 
sunized at Joseph Wray’s house, He 
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had one child: she was born in Illinois 
on December , 1866, she was married to 
©. C. Watson September Ys, 1882. She 
has three children ant lives near Devizes, 

Mr. Hakes hus been an active member 
of the Baptist church since he was twen- 
ty years old and since he took up the 
ministry has given it nearly his entire 
‘tention. For the last sixteen years he 
has preached at least two sermons ench 
week. Ife hag never received eny sala- 
ry aud all the pay be ever yct was by 
voluntary contributions. 

Mfrs. Hukes died May 24, 1386 and is 
Unried in Long Branch. 

Joseph Huekney was born im North 
Carolina in 1823, came to Norton cunnty 


and settled near Devizes in May 1874. 
He married Eliza Applegate in 1961,” 
She was horn in Ireland in 1841. They 
had two cibldreo, Joseph the eldest, 
born in 1867, who is niarried and Lives 
in Crystal township and Sarah E born 
in 1883 and lives with her mother. 

Mr. Hackuey died in Murch 1890, 

On October 3,181 Mr. Hakes and Airs. 
Hackney were married. They now re- 
sideon her farm near Devizes. 

Hon. Nowh Weaver came to Kansas in 
an early day. He settledin Logan, Phil- 
Ips county in 1971; represented that 
couuty in the lesislature tha: met in 
Jauuary 18/3. Atthat time he present- 
ed a petition from the citizens of this 
connty praying for its disorganization 
which had been btaived by frand the 
preceding year. He opened a store in 
Leota in this connty in 1874 and awas an 
active partisan in behalf of that own 
Guring the county seat troubles. 

He started the town of Edmond in the 
spring of 1859. During the same year 
he began the erection of the Edmond 
mill which he completed in 1880. 

Mrs. Weaver attempted snicile ty 
shooting herself throngh the abdomen in 
1880, the bail at the sume time Koing 
throngh the head of her unborn babe. 
Her wound was a severe one buat the 
skill of the atrending physicion saved 
herlife. It was rumored that domestic 
trouble caused her to take the rash 
step. She opened a stock of general 
merchandise at Tve Siding, Wvormins 
in her own name in 188} and has never 
made her home in this county since, 

Mr. Wenver ran the sture in Edmond 
until 2887. He then moved his Lenora 
tock to Laramie, Wyoming: Mrs Wenv- 
er at thesame time removed the stock 
from Tye Sidiny to Larimie, where they 
now reside. 

Reuleu Bishee jr. became a member 
of the Methodist church when he was 
twenty years of age. but after coming 
west backslid in 1876: he again affitiat- 











ed with the church and preached assup- 
ply for three yenurs, in SC! was madea 
deacon by Bishop Hursi, of the M. &. 
chureh, and inl8*3 was ordained an el- 
der. 

His.two eldest sons are married: 
James S, liveson a farm near Devizes; 
Charles W. lives south-east of Norton. 

John W. Bisbee came to Norton conn- 
ty, Kansas,in 1879 and settled at Devizes. 
He had a family of seven. three boys 
and four girls; he moved to Michigan in 
1873 and there lost bis health and wealth 
and died at his home near Devizes in 
1882. 

Archie Hewitt nnd Betsey C. Bisbee 
were married in 1879. To them were 
born one son and one danghter. The 
son died in infanev and the daughter. 
Charlotte is living with her porents near 
Devizes, who are in easy cirenmstiinces. 
showing what energy will do for any 
person in Norton county. Kansas, 
Archie Hewitt came to Norton a young 
man without money and had no help 
from any one. 

S«rah Finley, Mr. Bisbee’s adopied 
daughter, was murried in Ie83) She re- 
sides in Furons county. Nebraska. 

Wilham U. Nelson wis born at To- 
ronto, Canada, February 28. '827; is A 
blacksinith by trade. bat has given 
most of his tine to farminy since co m- 
ing to Kansas. He has a family of four 
sons and oae daughter. Harmon, his 
eldest son, lives at Kearney. Nelrask:: 
the four younger children live with 
their purents near Devizex, Mr. Nel- 
son's nged nother whe Came here with 
bim died in Wetober 1574 and was the 
first person buried in Devizes cemetery, 

Willian Simpson was born of Wanker 
parents in Morgan couuty. Ohio. Jann- 
ary 1.1853. He attended the coromen 
rchoul in winter aud clerked in his fath- 
ers stere in stuntier during his boy- 
hool Fle tuok a two vears conrse at 
Erlaws college in Indiana: this institu. 
tien is run under the anspicesof the 





Boarding school.” 

In 1870 when only 17 yearsof age he 
come to Lancaster county. Nebraska. 
and began life’s struggle ou his own ut- 
court. He spent the summer of 1870 on 
the Republican atthe old town of Na-° 
poleon afterward called, Melrose: he 
helped to erect the old stackads at thar 
place. came there with Byrou and Vif- 
quin who had large cattle interests on 
the range. He worked oua farm most 
of the time by the month until: March, 
1874 when he and J. P. Cook settled in 
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Nortonconnty. He bought a relinquish- 
ment from Col. Billings on the land 
north of town and put bis homestead 
Japers onit. The most of the sume lac 
ishow embraced inthe Hillside addition. 
He and Cook secured the Contracts ou 
several mail routes centering in Norton, 
and beginning on July 1. 1874 gave nenr- 
ly their entire attention to that beslne-s 
for two yeara, Ou July 13. 1876 he wa- 
inarried to Emini Minard w bo was bort 
akOttnua, fllinwis. April il. soz. Her 
purcutsineved to Cass couuty, Nebraska. 
in 187) where she lived until her wer 
riage. They bave three children all Quvs: 
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Fre} Minard, their eldest, burn May 26. 
Wis: Ralph Oliver May 20, 1880; Austin 
E. September 7, 1882. In the fall of 
1876 he formed a partnership with G. 
H, Griffin in the stock business and from 
that time until 1880 devated mos. of his 
time to buying and selling Indian and 
Texas ponies. He and Griffin made a 
trip to the Black Hills in 3877 and the 
same fell built a livery barn in Wa- 
Keeney which they ran for several years 
in connection with their business of bny- 
ing and selling horses anid cattle. In 
the spring of 188 heand the writer went 
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to the Gunnison country in Colorado 
and spent the summer prospecting for 
fold and silver. and incidentally work- 
ing alittle on the D. & R. G. RR. that 
was built in there that year. In 1881 he 
and Griffin handled stock in Norton und 
Wakeeney and in 1882-2, he, Brocquet 
and the writer went tothe Indian Ter- 
titory and bonght ponies of the Indians, 
driving them to Kansasand selling tenn, 
Tn ISN4 he. Griftin and the writer went 
tS the state of Nueva Leon iu Old Mexi- 
co and boucht 1000 head of umstangs 
which were Lrongit to Kansas and sold, 
Since 1885 he has been engaged largely 


infeeding cattle and dealing in real 
estate. He built his fine residence on 
the east side of town in 188 where ha 
resides. He is viee president of the 
First National Bank of Norton and owns 
and operates one of the largest general 
stores in Norton. He is one of the 
largest real estate owvers of the county, 
inost of it under fence and well. stocked 
with horses and cattle He was a mem- 
bet of the Norton Toen associntion and 
an active partisan in hehalf of Norton 
during the county seat trouble. He is 2 
inember of the Masonic Lodge aul a 
republican jn polities. He las never 
heen a candidate for public office but 
was a delegate from Kansas tothe farm- 
ers congress held at Montgomery. Ala- 
baa, in 1889, and was elected as a 
World's Fair ‘commissioner 1881 whiel: 
office he held until the bourd was re- 
organized by iovernor Lewelling in 
18u2. Reis at the present timemention- 
ed as an available candidate for congress 
from this district. He was in 1952 clee- 
ted road overseer for a jeke in this town- 
ship against his threats of vengeance: 
but they put him in just the same. His 
revenge was complete however: when 
he gualified he served notice on every 
mau in tie township to anpear before 
him, team andshovels. He put them 
all to work ona boulevard from bis 
house to the city. built up on spacious 
road on Washington street where all the 
work was expended during his term. Ele 
was never srifled with atter that, 
William Simpson is aman avout six 
feet tall, with broad shoulders and com: 
mauding figare, a prominent man in any 
assembly; the marked personal trials are 
his modesty, entire freedom frow self- 
assertion and uecessilility. Both his 
wind nnd body were made for work: 
Clear perception and quick judgment 
énuble him to pet rid of a vast amount 
of labor each day. Ile is aman in whem 
wil can confide, and he is trusted with 
the mest delicate and weighty duties; 
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the nuulber of men, women and children uary 187) he wade proof on the Price 


who want his advice and aid is simply 
marvelous. They kaow rhe advice wil 
be ‘sound and no trust will be betrayed. 
His tiberal and generous nature enter- 
taina charity for all and miulice toward 
none. Asacitizen his public spirit is 
probably the most marke trait of his 
cbaracter. In the erection of schools, 
churches and public buildings he always 
takes a prominent part. It was said of 
Emperor Angustas that he found Rome 
brick and left it marble; and it cun be 
truthfully said of Simpson: he found 
Norton couuty a raw. trécless prairie and 
has lived hersto see it, and has largely 
helped toinake it, aferple garden, the 
home of thousands of happy. industrions 
and prosperous people. His public and 
private ucts stund the test of scrutiny: 
the competency tbat he Las gained is the 
inevitable result of goo linlits. a clear 
head and unflagging toil: he is cheerful, 
joyous and eventempered. scattering 
blessings everywhere. -‘His armor is bia 
honest thought. aml simple truth his 
utmost skill.” 

Albert. Graves was born June 30, 1843 
sin Coshocton county, Ohio: was raised 
on a farin and received a common school 
education: when twenty-two years old 
he attended college one year at Hays- 
ville, Ashland counts; Jn April. Iss1 
he wen! weat to Bureau county, lings, 
where he remsined until Ortober 20 at 
which time be was married te Ethelinds 
S. Dunhan. and inpmediately returned 
to his old howein Ohio. ln Angnst IMiz 
he volunteered iu the “7th Ohno infantry 
and after a short services of twu months 
was discharged, He then moved to Tn- 
rean county, tH.inois, where he remained) 
nutil Marel ISG5 at whieh tims he mov- 
ed to Makaska connty, leava: bought 
yaw prairie laml and mel: a tari whery 
he rewained until April iss4 tle ther 
moved to Nurtun county, and lucated 
five miles east of of Norio ona claine 
formerly taken by Juli trice.. In Jan- 


land and moved down the creek and 
took a bomesteal. The seme lund is 
now owned by George Suith. During 
the county seat trouble he was active in 
behalf of Norton. In 1879 he purchas- 
ed the farmsof John anil Isiah Will- 
iums, five nules east of Norton, where he 
ved until! 1880. He then purchased 
school land, one mile east of Norton. 
where he has siuce resided. The tirst 
five years he was in this country he fol- 
lowed farming and sto¢ek raising. In 
1879 he and his brother John Wesley 





A. Graves. 


embarked in the hardware business at 
Norton, which they coutinned aril 1885 
when they solil ont to Davis Brothers, 
retaining their bnilding and book ac- 
count, which were considerable; but ou 
January 2, 1Seti they iust both, without 
lnsuragce, by the big tire. 

Albert was elected to the leislature 
in iSSO, defeating ALS. Burronghs, tbe 
democratic nominee. Lmnring the ses- 
sion he secured the passuge of a bill re- 
funding the county indebtedness at « 
low amonnt of interest: he was also an 
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active supporter of the prohibitory law 
that was enacted in the state for tho 
first time that winter. Hewas instra- 
mental in instituting the first Masonic 
lodge in this city and was chosen mast- 
er, 

He was the first president Of rhe Nor- 
ton Agricultural Association: was in the 
real estate and loan business from 1885 
to (887. Heand J. W. then purchased 
the hardware steck of E. Kostomlatsky 
which they run for a vear, selling out to 
Milz and Garrity in Issy. Since that 
time he has bees in the stock business. 

Mr. and Sirs Graves raised a family 
of seven children: John W.was bora in 

Bureau county INinois, November 4, 
Isft; Frances Bo in Mahaska county, 
Towa, August +, 1866: Willie A. in Ma- 
haska county, Iowa on May 80, 187]: the 
remaining four, Maggie S.. Charlie H.. 
Mrederick W. and Harvie E, were born in 
Norton county. 

Tiis eldest son John W. was married 
to Lanra Hatcher May 3, 1887: they re- 
aide in Norton and have three children. 
He is anyaged in the stock business with 
his father. 

* Frances Isabelle, his eldest daughter, 
wus married to Charles Mathews in 
Mareh 1852. They now reside in Nor- 
ton. He is uschool teacher by occupia- 
tion, 6) 

William Graves was married in No- 
vember 1891 to Ollie VanBuren and has 
one chill Theylive on a farm near 
Norton. 

J. W. Graves was born in Coshocton 
county, Ohio, September 4, 1s3t; raised 
on a farm had but a limited education. 
He volunteered September {, 186! in 
company D. 57 Oliio volunteer infantry, 
seTved but one year whentuken sick ho 
Was discharged. In the latter part of 
'¥f3 he helped to orgauize a militia com- 
pany which was called ont May, 18t4: 
was out with them 120 duys, and was 
‘uguin discharged. He wus in no engaye- 
nents in either ol his entistments though 
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with his company continuously. He was 
married to Mary A. Hastings September 
lob. Had the misfortune to losy bis 
wife by uccident, she being burned to 
death in December, 1871. Was again 
married September. 1873 10 Mary Bu- 
Chanan, Sbe was born in Holmes coun- 
ty, Ohio, April 14.185. They moved 
to Waubunsee county, Kansas in March 
1874, and September or same year moved 
to Norton county and home-teaded the 
farm on which they still live. By his 
first marriage there wasone child Wil- 
liam W. Grayes. born July 9. t87u: he 





J. W. Graves. 


attended the Norton sehool and 1aneh¢ 
histirst term the springafter he was I+, 
taught two winter terms iu Noble town- 
ship of thiscounty, In 1893 he purchits- 
ed the jewelry stuck of Mac Reeves anc, 
went into partnership with Hobert Kel- 
ley in that business. They afterward 
divided the stoek: he is pew runnites 
part of it in Oberlin. Kansas. By his 
setund marriage JJ. W. Graves lias six 
children, the eldest. Clifford Stanley. 
born August 18, 1884; Edna Lee born 
January 2, 1870; Rovert Burchard born 
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October 12, 1877: Lulu Merle September 
7, 1882: Gertrude Nellie September 2°, 
1884; and Mildred Irene April 2, 14h). 
He with Albert Graves, his brother, 
entered the tuirdware trade at Norton, 
Kansas, the spring of 1874. J. W Graves 
served as postmaster of Norton from 
March, t#83 to October 1885; was in the 
real estate aud loan-business for two 


the Columbia river in Oregon and Wush- 
ington territories. He then returned to 
Iowa, andin 1859 was married to Lutitia 
Grubb. Shedied in 1868 feaving two 
Siiall children, Susan Mary, who is now 
the wife of George E Smith, and Henry 
S. who 1s one of the substantial farmers 
of Almena township. On December 1. 
1969, Isaac was again married to Martha 
Jane VanWinkle. Mrs. VauWinkle’y 
former husband having died in the war. 
In the spring of 1874 he Came to Kansus. 
accompanied by Albert Graves aud 
family, Johu R. Hamilton and family 
and his sister Ketura Whitaker who is 
now Mrs. John Baker. # farmer in Al- 
mena township, arriving in Norton 
county in June. He also brought his 
three step sons, Nathanial, Lewis and 
Warreu Van Winkle. Nat Van Winkle 
isa farmer and lives in the east part of 
the county. lewis is in Montana in the 


S cattle business and Warren W. warried 





W. W. Graves. 


years, again in the bardware one year. 


Miss Shephard. danghter of Jerome 


. Shephard, and lives in Almena. 


When Isaae Whitaker caine he settled 
on Spring Creek three miles north east 
of Nortou, on land nowewned by John 
Kosborongh, but late the rane year he 
moved to the east side of the coun y 
where he has resided ever since. 

On September 1, 1888 Mrs. Whitaker 
died of consumption and cancer of the 


then on the farm one year, and again apawatomach, leaving two childrad by her 


pointed postimuster December, 18!) and 
is now filling that position, He was a 
delegate from this county to copgression- 
al convention held at Stockton in 1ss# 
and supported Lewis Handback. He 
takes an active part in temperance and 
charitable work: is an active member of 
the Christian churen. 

Isaxe Whitaker was born in Clinton 
county. Ohio, Octoler 25. 155-1: moved 
With bis parents to Vertmilliou county. 
Ilineis, in 1838 and from there to Ma- 
haska county, in 18t8. Tt 1352 he cross. 
edthe plains: he remained six years on 
the Pacifle cuxst, most pf the time on 


last warriuge; Sarah J., now Mrs. John 
Cateson and Frank E. who married Etta 
McCormick, a barber by trade aud ix 
living in Beaver City On October 20. 
1880 Mr. Whitaker was again married, 
this timeto Mrs. Malinda FE. Irvin, moth- 
er of uur townasman. Will Schenck. 
During the county seat troubie Mr- 
Whitaker was always a Norton man; he 
was a republicun until 100 has sine- 
been populist. lads early life he wis 1 
menber of the Cataberlund Presbyterian 
chureh but of late yeurs has aftiliared 
with the Christian denoiminvativn. Mr, 
Whitaker ig a self-made utan: he ha- 












dived all his lifeou the frontier of civili- 
zaiun, he has seen many adventures, 
which if written would fill a book. He 
witb his aged Companion live on one of 
the most beautiful and picturesque 
spots on the Prairie Dog valley in peace 
and harmony, waiting for the few re- 
maining sands to drop fromthe hour 
glnss Of their existence, when they will 






SEA 
Fi, f Wa ) 2 ty 
Oia 








I. Whittgker. 


lake up their residence in that city 
whose builder and maker is God. 

Jacob Buartles and family of four sons 
and one danyhter cams here from Wood 
county, Ohio, in the fall of 1804, and 
settled on Sonth Fork, three miles south 
west of Almena. 

His son-in-law, Solonion Winklepleck 
come in the spring of 1875 und tovuk a 
claim nljoining Mr. Barttes, WiDiam.- 
Bartles, the eldest son. liveson a farm 
in Grant township. -Aarou, his seeonl 
son, lives iu Almena: John is a black- 
swith in Almena. Frank. the youngest 
son, ig a farmer and lives on South Fork. 








Ellen. their youngest danghter, married 
J. W. Updike in 1881; they left here in 
iN8D. and reside at thistime in Washing- 
ton county. Nebraska. The elder Mr 
Bartles died in J883. 

Mr. Barttes and his sons were all con- 
sidered substantial farmers; were demo0- 
erats until 180, since mat they have 
voted the populist. ticket. 

Solomon Winklepleck was born in 
Wood county. Ohio, Jnly 31, 1831; was 
married to Elizabeth Bartles in June, 
1842; moved to Nebraska in 1809: came 
from there to Norton conniy. arriving 
here May 28. 1875. They have.seven 
children: Edith. their eldest, marred 
Berry Baker: they live ona farm near 
Almena, May. their second duughrer, 
married Jacob Urschel, he isa black- 
smith living in Almena. Mary Eliza- 
beth married A. J. Shetierly: they live 
in Indiana. Miunie married D. 1. Kem- 
ple; they livein Minnesota, The youn- 
gest children are at home with their 
parents. 

Samuel Sorrick wis born in Pennsyl- 
vania, August 21, 1844; he was married 
March 13. 1873, to Sarah J, Dixon. She 
was born in fowa, Jnunes, 1845; they 
come to Norton connty and settled on 
sec, Ltown 2. range’l, February 13. 
1874, this land was Originally taken by 
George Cole and ¥»5 the first land taken 
in this county, Mr. Sorrick still owus 
the farm ani bas resided there continu- 
ously for 290 years. Helhias five children. 
Eva, ‘Anna. William, Minnie and Jay. 
all born inthis cunnty. Mr. Sorrick wis 
a Norton man during the eounty seat 
fight and is a repubilean in politics and 
is one Gf our successful farmers. 

Agister of Mr. Sorrick, Mrs, Sarah 
Hellinsworth, came to Norton country 
in March, 2872: she kept the first board- 
iug house in the town of Nouttun. whieh 
she opened in the spring of 1672, She 
touk a homestend near Alimena. where 
she spent most of her tine nutil Apri 
1890 when she tnoved te Oklahoma, 


a 


ee ERT Lt STD SE 


Jieder = 


116. 





where she resides at this time. . 

John Sorrick came here in 1876: he 
was very eccentric in many respects and 
was suj posed by some to be insane. He 
and his wife had trouble and separated 
in 1888: they had five children. While 
oo 4 visit to his sister at Lyle, in Deca- 
tur county, September 1%, 1891 he killed 
his danghter and comuiitte suicide; 
they were hastily.and a report circulated 
falsely, buried without a coroner's in- 
qnest. A fanciful rumor was afloat that 
he had been eeen around his brother's 
placein Almena township during 1893, 
all of which were spookish dreams. 

Mrs.Sorrick lives in Iowa has one of 
the children with her, the others are in 
Missouri. 

John A. Schesser was born iu Hol 
stein, Germany. near Hamburg, No- 





J. Shesser. 


came with his 
fourteen vers 


vember 11, 3842. He 
futher to Cunada when 
of age. and settled near Berlin, in 
Waterlov county. where he attended 
scuool to complete his education. His 
means being limited he was compelled 
to seek ainploywient for his spare hours, 
and after looking arouml found eimploy- 


ment in & pump factory, where he was 
required to work all his spare time to 
pay his board aud tuition. Before his 
education had been completed he joined 
the Wesleyan Methodist church, and be- 
iug liked by ull bose who knew him. 
Was induced to study theology. He 
followed this course fora few veurs. 
preaching a partof the time. being fre- 
quently Chosen ay a substitute to fill ap- 
pointmenuts. He was assizned to an ap- 
pointment at Andlievill in the county 
of Huron at which place he bought a 
tract of land. of nine aeres, for F200: 
but being far gone with consumption, 
and being adviged by all the physicians 
to vo weat. sold his land avsin. 

In the rown of Gray he became a uc 
quainted with a young Ja.ly. the daugh- 
tur of Valentine Riter, a thrifty and well 
to do farmer, who sti.l lives in Ontariv 
county, Canada and is now S84 vears 
of age. On July 3, 1870 they were mar- 
ried ani on the Iss ofthe same inonth 
started for Kansas. On July 2? they 
arrived at Leavenworth, Kansas with 
but very litle woney. He soon gor an 
appointinent in Lawrence at whieh: 
place be preached one year. In 1873 he 
left that elnreh aud juined the Presby- 
terian church where he soon received an 
appointment, 

Atthe Presbytery which vas held in 
Atchison the question arose who will go 
to Norton county to preaci to the sea‘- 
tered Presbyterians thronyh that county 
offering a salary of S800 a year. No 
one was willing to go for a long time. 
He accepted and received his ¢ommiss- 
ion from the board of home missions for 
R80 per year and all the people felt 
able to vive him besides. He left his 
family in Pottawatomie county and 
siarted with ateameand jwmber wayon 
fur the west: and after ten or twelve 
days traveling arrived at the then 
small village of Norton. The first ser- 
inoo he preached was in Pl ilirstbarz: 
the secoud sermon was pre:ched 10 a 
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larve Jiousefull of Germmans on Deer 
Creek. Inthe fall of 18735 he tuoka 
piece of landon Crooked creek and a 
timber claim which sure still his howe, 

About Corstuas he left his team on 
Deer creek and walked back to his fan.- 
ily a distance of three hundred miles. in 
eight aud oue half days, where he re- 
mained about three weeks and then 
started home, walking back again. 

In the spring of 1876 he hired teams 
und returned to his family, who were 
then living twenty iniles east of Irving, 
Marshall county, Kansas. Charlie Bie- 
her and two of Danie! Palmer's boys and 
a Swede by the name of John Brod- 
heen helped them to move. 

From 1874 to 188 he spent most of his 
time preaching and organizing churches 
in different places until August 1880 when 
he wen! east to solicit aid for the 
drouth striken people of Norton county, 

In 1x89 he quit preaching to try farm- 
ing and from 1881 to 1890 he ruised some 
very fine crops. The country began tu 
improve, people hegan to come in and 
settle on Jand and to come in and to 
make nice homes; aud school houses and 
churches were erected all over the conu- 
try untilin a short time she country 
was very much changed. During this 
time thirteen German families came 
from Wisconsin and, settled near him 
and are here yet. and are well to do. 

He, with some of the neighbors, 
started for Colorado, Anzust 6, 1890. 

After ten days’ travel they landed in 
(zreeley. Here for the tirst time they 
faw farming curried on by irrigation, 
there being considerable gurdening done 
in anc around Greeley nnd liking to 
work ina garden Schesser soon found 
employment at good wages. In Octo- 
ber he returned to Norton county anid 
during the winter of 1892 tuilt adam in 
the creek that rans chrough bis farni for 
the purpose of trying irrigation in Kan- 
a8, und met with greater success thati 
he expected. From his first experi- 





ment he raised £150 worth of vegetables 
on an acre by irrigation. In bis estima- 
tion and from every side of which he 
has studied, the subject of irrigation de- 
serves a great deal of praise; for wier- 
ever it is practiced gool crops are stire 
to follow, He his now two dams ou 
his farm anda uumber of acres wiich 
can be irrigated and would recommend 
all those who can to try it aud be con- 
vinees), 

Mr. Schesser came to Kansas with 
nothing anil in the twenty-three year 
he has lived here he bas accumulated 
property until he ie werth ten thonsand 
dollars and ig dving well, Sgeaking of 
prosperity he says: "I know that any 
ene coming here aud willing to work 
may not only yiake a living but accumn- 
late enough to liv2 on throug) old aze. 
Tam not only specking of my own ex- 
perience but from observation,” 

Alvin Smith was born in New York 
state May 6, 1838, . He came with his 
parents to lowa when he wasa boy and 
settled in Keokuk ceunty where he was 
mnarried to Mary E. Price July 4, 1859. 
She was born in Knox connty, Obio, 
July 7, 1840, They came to Kansas and 
settled in Norton couuty Jaly 12. 1873; 
they took up laud near the month of 
Battle Creek one mile north of Culvert. 
Nine children were born to them. seven 
of them still living: Norman B., the 
eldest. was born June 16, i460. died 
while an infaut; Livgel E. born August 
5, 1861; he liveson a farm in Eaumet 
township at this time and is unmarried. 
Adelin L. born September 13. 1262: she 
was married to dames MeGninis Septem - 
ber 13, 1884; they lived in this county 
for several years but reside in Brown 
county, Kansas, at this time. John W. 
was born Jnly 4, 1866: he now resides in 
Montana, Leonard FE. was bern Decem- 
ber 31, 1M6K; he resides in Denver. Orla 
and Orville, twins born November 17, 
1S7t; Orville lives in Wyoming and O:le 
in Norton. Bertie C, was born Septem- 
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ber 4, 1872. Willie W. born April 3. 
3839; Murlie born February 1. 1882 and 
died February %. 1855. While Aivin 
Smith lived here he took an active part 
in public affairs and was an officer in the 
school district be lived in from the time 
of its organization. He was a Leota 
man duriug the county seat contest, and 
was a republicanin politics. He left 
home on August 20, 1835 and has never 





heen seen nor heard of sinea, except 


once some time inthe fail of 1885 F. M. 
Lockard met him in Lyuns. Kansas. 

No reasonable excuse las ever been 
offered far his strane uetians as his 
home surroindings were of the most 
pleasant and agreeable character, Mrs. 
Smith was lefe with a family of sniall 
chiJdren and with all the property en- 
cumbered for more thun its value; yet 
by good management and hard work 
she has managed to keep the wolf from 
the door and has raised a family of child. 
ren that would be a credit to parents in 
better condition and cirenmstances. She 
resides at this vine in Norton. 

Robert Dunean Irwin was boro in 
Greenfield, Olno. March 21. [851; moved 
with his purenta to Fremont county, 
Jowa. in ISH. He received a Common 
school education. 

He came to Nerton counts accompa- 
nied by his cousin, Oscar Duncan, in 
the spring of 1874, 

He took a homestead aml timber 
claim thres miles north-east of Almena 
where le remained until October 885 
when he muvel to Alinepoa and 
engaged in the harnleare aud ituple- 
ment business with Mr. Peterseu: this 
business he has found tbe both pleas. 
ant and profitable, and has ceutinued it 
ever since 

During the county seat contest he was 
a Nartoo man, has alwava voted the re- 
publican tiecket and wie the peminee of 
bis party far sheriff in lvl. but was de. 
feated at the polls by Heary Jvint, rhe 
demucriatic nowinee. 


When Almena was incorporated as a 
city of the third classin 1893 he 
chosen mayor. He is ason of a veteran. 
his father having served in the war. 
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His mother cume to Nortus county in 
February 1893. and is keeping hoase for 
lim; he wever married 

His cousin D. O. Duncan left here in 
the fall of 1873 intending to epenil the 
Winter in Missouri; lut got homesick 
and drove all the way to his old home in 
Ohio beforehe stopped. He has since 
married and lives near his old bome at 
Greenfiell in that stute. 

Jessie S. Wright was born in McDon- 
ough counry, Ilinois, Jaly 18. 1455. In 
185" his parents moved io Wayne coun- 
ty, Iowa. where they remained until 
18H2. While they lived in flown his 
brother, Joshua Fo was born Anguast It. 
1856. Ou Mareh 24. 1863 his only sister. 
Eliza, was boru. 

Their father velunteered in company 
F. 34 lowa Infautry and died while in 
service. 

Mrs Wright raised her children on. a 
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farm viving them the benefit ofa com- 
mon school edueation. 

In June 1874 Jesse started for Kan- 
eas, arriving at Norton November 23 of 
that year, waking the trip from eastern 
Kansas here with an ox team. In the 
spring of 1875 he took Innd on Battle 
ercek three miles north of Calvert, where 
he lived, ke- ping bachelor hall nntil 1476, 
when his mother came. He stayed on 
the farm until 1882 at whic) time he 
came to Norton and engaged in the 
creamery business. He followed that 
husiness three yeats. In ssf he pur- 


J. S. Wright. 


chased the furniture stock of N. L- 


Johnson and sold an interest to his 
brother Joshna and began business un- 
der the firm name of Wright Brothers. 
In 1887 they added groceries to their 
stock andran tbem in connection with 
their furniture. In 1884 they sold the 
furniture to W. J. Bower and in 1892 
they put in alargestock of boots and 
shoes and in 1898 they put ina steck of 
dry goods and gents’ furnishing goods. 
Speaking in a general way they are 
among the most successful merchants 
that ever did business in Norton, Be- 


ginning in a stnall way and with limit- 
ed means their business has gradually 
increased until they have one of the 
finest equipped stores in Nortou, besides 
they own considerable real estate and 
are out of debt. 

Jesse early displayed an uptitude for 


public affairs, was prominent iu the 
councils of the Norion party during the 
county seat conteat. In January 1881 


he circulated a petition fer the forma- 
tion of a new township; which he geve 
the name of Emmetin honorof his old 
township in IHincis 

Te was warcied tv Carrie Bieber on 
February §, 1882, Shedied in Norton 
March 18, 1888. 

He was elected county clerk on the 
republican ticket in IN83 and re-elected 
in 1891. He left the office with a clean 
record and more friends and fewer ene- 
mi€s than any man that ever occupied 
that position in this county. 

Joshua F. Wright came herein 1878, 
and took a homestead two wiles north 
of Norton. He gave his entire time to 
farming for the next ten years; he then 
associntiated himself with his brother 
in business in Norton and has remained 
here Continuously ever since. 

He was married to Mary FE. Reed, 
October 26, 1887; she had come to this 
country with her parents and settled in 
Emmet township in 1881. They had 
uné child, Ethel Clair born July 27, 1889; 

Mrs, Wright hed Febrnary 8, 1803; 
from the effects of x surgical operation. 

Eliza Wright began teaching in 1884. 
she taught fonr terms in this county. 
was for a time assistant post mistress 
uuder her uncle. J. H, Simmons 

She was married to George J. MeDan- 
iels March $4. 1884. They moved away 
from this country in I8*7. Ile was em- 
ployed ns teacher for three years in Kirk- 
ville, Missouri: after that he conducted 
nprivate school at Moberly, Missouri; 
but is now on a farn in Douglas county 
Missouri. They have four children. 
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Mrs, Wright, Jesse’s nother reimiuin- 
ed on her land until she proved up on it 
which wns in 1886. She then moved up 
to Joshua's farm near Norton and kept 
house tor him. 

On the night of August 15, 1888, while 
she was staying alone a cyclone carried 
the house away and completely destroy- 
edit. At daylight the next morning 
she fonnd herself lying on the bed some 
distance from where the house stood. on 
tie open prairie. She was considerably 
brnised but received no serious injuries. 





J. F. Wright. 


As to baw she get on to the be] bas al- 
ways heen a inystery to her as she was 
sitting ona chateatthe time the nouse 
blew awny. ad las no revollection of 
what occured drone the tine the house 
taeved off the foaudarien until dey light. 
Which ws several hours. 

Wiilindw J. Stuimions was born in Ma- 
comnts. WWinois, February 24. 1e52; come 
to Kansas im the spring of IST2) and 
started overland for Norion county with 
his ruther 7. UL, Sineioma amt WE. 
Case hot was taken siek with typhoid 
fever at Tfanover in Washington county, 


and hid to return. He went back tu 
Illivois and was married at. Macomb. 
Illinvis to Mary J. Huff September 1, 
1876, come to Norton conuty with lis 
family in September 188. He is now 
employed as salesman in Wright Bros: 
general store. Mr. and Mrs. Simmons 
have had two children, Lesrer B. bern 
July 8, 1881, died at Norton May 24. 
18h1, When three years of age he fell 
from aporch aud injured his spine which 
made him a perinanent cripple never 
being able to walk afterward. Oliver 
Wilkes was born March 4, 1886. 

In 1872 Georze W. Waters, Henry 
Knapp, Charles Hanson and George 
Free ¢ame to this conn'y and settled on 
Long Branch 2nd Sappa creeks in the 
north-west corner of the county. 

Henry Knaypi had but one arm; he re- 
mained in this county for several vears: 
since leaving here he has married. Le 
lives at Erie in Wilson county on a farm 
atthis time. His brother, Andy Kuapp 
enne here al the Same time and settled 
near Culvert on lind now owned by 
Wallace Harmongon. He now tives on 
a farm in Washingron county. 

George Waters was considerel one of 
our most retinble fiirmers. He aban- 
doned his wife some vears ago, taking 
with hima Mrs. Vallew aud left the 
conntry. Heis now at Hennesey, Ukla- 
henna. 

Mrs. Waters still Hives on 
farm on the Sappa. 

Charles Hansen aud Free took elaims 
on Long Braneli. but left im 18%4: their 
whereabouts are unknown. 

Tohu Smith came here from Fremont 
county, Jone 1873; He luoewed on the 
hind now owned by John Toll. He re- 
turned to Towa with his family ami 
never came back. 

Christopher Bender came here in 187: 
nnd settled on the hind now owned hy 
Joseph Wriv, He was the first post- 
master at Long Branch. Tn 1875 be and 
his wife parted: he went to Cheyenne. 
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Wyoming, and bis wife went east to ver 
people. 


Spencer Sheak was born in Duchess 


county, New York, December 18, 1847: 
cxme to Black Huwk, Colorado, in 1867; 
worked in the mjues several years: took 
Saline county, 


hind in Nebraska, in 





S. B. Sheak. 


1869 and femained there until 1975. 

He settled on Rock Branch in Norton 
county on May 16, 1876: moved to Long 
Branch, where be now resides, in I8S0, 

He was married to Nanuie Collins, of 
Sumner county, May 15, (8a. 

He is a successful farmer. 

Dr. Newton took a claim on Long 
Branch in 1874; he was elected coroner 
in 1879. During the winter of 1875 he 
left the country abandoning his family 
and has never been heard from since, 
His wife afterward married Chirlie 
Rogers; his two stepsons. Jol and 
Thotmas Connor, are well kuown to all 
the early settlers. John married Nettie 
Campbell but they afterward parted; 
«he has since married again and lives in 
Cheyenne, Wyoming. John also lives 
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in Woyting working on astock ranch 

Tom married Lyda Cush: they have 
three children: he is now ia businass in 
Noreatar. 

Oscar Buss came from Fremont coun- 
ty, Iowa in 1872. He wasa hunter and 
trapper. Ho» tuok landon Long Branch: 
he built a dugout at Norton which he 


used while hunting and trapping on the 


Prairie Dog. 
the fall of Je74, 

Reason Oliver came to Lone Branch in 
the spring of 1874 and tovk the land he 
now lives on. His wite ran away with 
a German by the name of Gcdivey By- 
Tus who had settle! rhere in the spring 
of 1873: this elop-meut occnrrélin 187s 
They were in G eorgetown, Colorado, 
When last heard from, Myr. Oliver re. 
mained on the farm with the tye ebil- 
dren; they are all grown now aul reside 
inthe county. Mr. Oliver was mar- 
tied January 24, 1891, to Clara Lock- 
hart. 

Erastus Campbel came here with his 
family from Nebraska in J875 and set- 
tled on Long Branch where they now 
reside, 

Henry Lebeau came here fron Elk 
Horn, Nebrasku. in the spring of {873 
aml remained here until about 1874 
when he and his wife perted and he 
went to the Indian Territory and mur- 
ried again; he has remained there ever 
since. Mrs. Lebeau with her five chil- 
dren still lives on the Sapna, 

Iu the spring of tsT4 William Jones 
and Frank Boyington came in and took 
claims. Jones was born in New Hauip- 
shire hut stepped a short time at Avoca, 
Towa, He took the elaim that Dave 
Blue now owns. He begat to break 
prairie and make iniprovements lat had 
uot built a houseyvet and was canipings 
outun the prairie near where Daye 
Blue's honse now standa: onenightin Jn- 
ly he accidentally shat himself; or at least 
that was the verdict of. the coroners 
Jury. On the night in question he wits 


He weat beck to Lowa in | 
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sleeping under the wayon. It had been 
ruining during the nightand it is sup- 
posed he had reached out to get his cun 
which was standing beside the wagon, 
and in drawing it in by the wheel of the 
wagon it was accidently dischartred kill- 
ing him instantly, J. P. Depps. justice 
of the peace, held an inquest on the fol- 
lowing day and the jary brought ina 
verdict in accordance with the above 
statement. From that incident Jones 
Branch took its name. 

Frank Buyington left here for the 
mountains early in 1874 and has not 
been beard fron since. 

Charles Deal cume to Long Branch 
from Jevell county in ix78, He was 
bernin Pwiman county. Iudiana, Sep- 
tember 23. 1828, He was married in 
Harrison county, Iowa, May 18, 1854. 
Mrs. Deal was horn at Monnt Vernon, 
Ohio, May 10, 1822, Mr. Deal volunteer- 
ed in compaay A. 20 fowa infantry, and 
served three years. After coming here 
and taking higland hererurned to Jew- 
ell Cc muty to bring his family but was 
taken sick and died October 23. 1873 in 
Jewell county. In the spring of 1874 
Mrs. Deuleame here with her family of 
small chitdren and has remained here 
ever since. She raised six children: 
three bavs and three girls. They are all 
Hviuy except the secon! daugiter who 
narried R. F. Hulsonpitlar. 

Rauselier PF. Lintsonpiller was 
bern in = Puotnain connty. Indiana. 
Jaunjary 16.1846, eutisted at Chariton, 
lows. in September '861 in the 13. lowa 
infantry: was in the vattles vf Shiloh. 
riege of Vieksburg. Corinth, Inka, 
second Coriutb. At Kennesaw Mountain 
he was wounded! Jnly 24, x64. theday Me 
pherson was killed. Hewas 2 member 
of Crocker's lowa twigade: was taken 
prisoner Jnly 25. and was in Anderson- 
ville prisun six week-: was Giken from 
there to Savannah und front there to 
Charleston, there to Floreave 
from Florence he snd a aan by the 
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name of W, O. Mitchell, who is promi 
nent in Iowa politics. escaped. Mr, 
Mitchell was speaker iu the Iowa house 
of representatives in 1880 and 1502. 
They made their eserpe by hiding ia the 
sick caurp whileimn detail 19 carry water. 
They travelel 21 nights and were then 
recaptored and taken to Siulsbury  pris- 
anand kepr there nail Janusry 18ts 
werethenrent to Libby at Richmond and 
were held there until March 9. 1865 
when they were exchanged and sent to 
Davenport. Iowa. and mustered out hav- 
ing served three years anid gix mouthea. 

Dick Carry wastu the ssuie reximeint 
aa taken prison-r at thesame time. W. 
W. Robinson was alsoin the same regi- 
went. 

R F. Hadsonpillar married Mary J. 





R. F, Hudsonpiller. 


Deol. They hail fivechildren. Tha eldest 
three children died. bbe fourth ehiid. 
Edna ‘lf. is ld years old and Harry R. 
their youngest is 12 years old. Mrs. 
Hndsonpillar diet January 8.188. He 
marriebagainin April lew Mrs. El- 
var Page. He was elected county com 
nissioner from the firat district in [str 
wud servel one term. He wis a Gindi- 
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date for sheriff in 1889 but failel to vet 
the noinination. He was ulwavs a re- 
publican uotil 1890; be has since been a 
populist. Heisone of our successful 
farmers. 

Josepn Wray was born in New York, 
1824; married to Sarah Ans Hagaboom 
in 1819. She was horn in 1833. Four 
children were born to them; three of 
them still living. Tnoey came to Norton 
county ig the spring of 18th; their eldest 
son Byrou Wray came here in 874. He 
was born Juve 7, 1853 and married to 
Mary A. Wise; they have five children 
living, ane deat, Ha was noatmaster at 
Long Brauch fro-:n 1873to 1880. He and lis 
father live on tha sams land they settled 
on when they came here. They are 
members of the Baptist church and re- 
publicans in politics. 

Deitie, Joseph Wray’s youngest 
daughter. was born May 12, 1862; she 
marrie] Worley Andrews, they live at 
Lyleand have seven children. Joseph 
Wray'’s eldes daughter, Sarah A., was 
born July 1, 1851; she married D. A, 





D. A. Butler. 
Butler in Towa in 1869. 


We was born 
in New York, April 2, 1819: moved o 
lowa in 1863; caine to Norton county 
and settled on Long Branch where he 
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now lives in 1874. They bad two chilay 
ren before coming here and have had 
five since, four of who are still living, 

There are wany incidents of historical 
linportance that occurred in Norton 
county prior to itssettiement. We have 





guthered up the data in regard to some 


of them which we will mention here, 
In June 1643 John C. Fremont passed 
through this country and uamed ihe 
Prairie Dog river, (but later talent calls 
it a creek) as before mentioned; he came 
upon the south side of the creek and 


crussed it one half mile east of Norton 


on the land now owned by J. W. Graves. 
lie bore northwest crossing the Sappa 
where Devizes now stances, 
this informution on authority of Judge 





J give | 


F. G. Adams of Topeka who is secretary | 


of the State Historical Society 
Adams visited this county in js7? and 
located crogsinyson the Prairie log and 
Sappa from field notes left by General 
Fremont; be also claims the old trail 
was pliinly visible at that time. This 
is disputed by Sul Marsh and other 
old settlers who were here in Is7y¥, who 
Claims there never was a crossing at the 
place above meutioued but says there 
was 2 good crossing jnst south of town 
which from appearance had beeu used 
for many yenrs and might have been 
made by Fremont’s party, Later on 
many maranding and warlike bauds of 
Indians bad ther headquariers in this 
couutry. A great mauy of the Cali- 
fornia emigrauts who were passing 
through this Country in the early days 
were murdered in coll blood and no 
doubt many of these occurred iv Norton 
county, but Jam unable to get any data 
with regard to it. 

On October t), 1868 Major Carr with 
company L of 5 calvary was camped 
on the Prairie Dog near where Calvert 
now Stunds, perhaps on the bend of the 
creek on George Kinysbury's old home- 
stead. The location of this camp is 
giveu from a letter just received from 
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Major William Valkamar,who was with 
the cominand at the time. His discrip- 
tion of the surromnding country war- 
rants mein locating their cainp at tiis 
place. They were attacked by Cheyennes 
led by the famous war cuief ‘Tall Bull. 
A bloody battle ensued which lasted all 
day in which two soldiers were killed 
and several wounded A great Inany 
Indians were also killed. but the exact 
nuwher is not known, During the night 
of the 11 the soldiers got away by aban- 
doning their wagons and supplies and 
returned to Ft. Haves 

On Septeints: 26. 185% C douel Dunean 
with a rletrchmaane of the Jcivalry with 
Major Frank North, two companies of 
Pawnee scouts encountered Whistler's 
hand of Sioux at the mouth of the South 
Fork, rear where Almena now stands. 
They drove the Iadians off, killed inany 
of them and destroved their village. 
The locuion of this fight we get from 
Hon, W. P. Cody. - Buffalo Bill” who 
says in a private letier under date of 
January 1894: 

“Oo S»pteinber 16, 1869 «hile enroute 
froin F+. Hayes to Ft. McPherson with 
(dispatches, asl rode down ov the Prai- 
rie Dog, [heard firing and riding up to 
a high bluff overlooking the valley. and 
being within » few hundret yards of 
the river and about thircy-five miles 
above the mouth of the stream I discov. 
ered a band of Indians massacreing a sur- 
veying party, I was discovered by the 
Indians, A party of them oumbesing 
nbont twenty mounted their panies and 
started afterme. Istarted sonth at no 
siow pace, Io assure you: being well 
inennted T soon jeft them far behind, I 
returned] to Fr. Hayes and escorted three 
couipanies af the fifth cavalry and twa 
canpanies of Pawnee scouts back ta the 
places where we found an Endian Vulive, 
consisting of five hniedred ledges with 
more than a thousand warriors, besides 
=qnaws nd juipouses,* 

Colunel Duncan says in his Teport, that 





the surveying party, consisting «af 
thirteen men, were all kMled, their 
bodies were all fonnd by the troops anid 
given decent burial. These were guv- 
erninent surveyors, and werein charge 
of aman by the name of Buck. The 
incident wag afterward referred to as 
the Buck massacre. 

Ina history of Buffalo Bill's life he 
gives an account of several engazements 
the soldiers had with Whistler’s band of 
Sioux on the north fork of the Solomon, 
and we presume inany of them occured 
in Norton county, as they ovenred neir 
theold government trail whiell lay be 
tween Ft. Hayes and Ft. MePhersou 
and passed throu sh this cmi-y: bas the 
discription of the surrounding conntry 
is so meuger that we are unable to locate 
the exact spor. 

He gives an acconnt of a fight on Shut- 
er creek between Tall Bull's band of 
Cheyennes and two companies of the 
Seavalry under Liertenant Price in 
July «S68. Weure inclined to think 
this Shurer creek ia the Seppa aud that 
the fight occured ia Norton county ax 
the following duy the same command 
had an engagement on the North Fork 
of Sulumon, which is deseribed a3 being 
seventy-five miles northwest of Fr. Hayes 
In this fight on Shuter creek seven sol- 
diers were killed and several wounded. 
It is nut known that any Indians were 
killed ay they had decidedly the best of 
the fight and canseil the troops to ahin- 
don their wagon train and retrea:: but 
in the engagemen? on the following day 
on the North Pork of the Solomon the 
suldiers drove the Indians off without 
the loss of any men. Lieutenant Price: 
thinks they were a pert of the sam 
band they fought on ths previons day, 

Ou October 16, 1808 a account is civ: 
en ofa fight that occurred on the hear! 
of vu small tributary on the worth fork of 
the Solomon bewween Lieut. Willian J. 
Valkmar with three companies of 5 vav- 
alry and Whistier’s band of Sionx, in 











12h 





a 





which twelve soldiers were killed and 
several wounded. In this engagement 
the soldiers were surprised while in 
gainp ut daybreak in the morning. they 
not knowing there were any Indians near. 
and Lieut. Valkwar reports that it was 
# brilliant victory for the troops as they 
drove the Indians off and killed many of 
them. besilea cupturing two hundred of 
their ponies. From the description giv- 
en we are able to locate this fight on the 
head of Skull Creek in this county. It 
is evident that the dead on neither side 
wha brried as the pones and sknlla of a 
good wiany wen have been found there 
siuce the country has been settled and 
for this reason the name Skull was 
viven that creek by the early settlers. 
‘Toma Morris plowed upa caruiry saber 
on this old battle ground in 1%91 which 
henowhas. Whistler's bund was an oft- 
shot of the Ogallah Sioux and was con- 
sidered one of the most treacherons and 
barbarous chiefs of the native plains. 
His name was 4 terror to the soldiers 
as well as the trappers and hunters.It is 
related of hit that he mnrdered a band 
of emigrants near Jnlesburg in 1869 
while holdiug « couneil under 2 flag of 
truce, This is only one of the many jn- 


cidents that are recorded of his cruelty, 


and treachery. The rules of modern 
warfare were entirely» disregurded by 
him. The stories of rapine and murder 
committed by him and his band in this 
country from 1865 to 1872 would if writ- 
ten, filla bcok. He never tost an op- 
pertunity to kill a white man and 
would practice any kind of deception 
to gaiu their confidence and watch for an 
oppertauity to shoot then: unawares. 

In the winter of 1872 he was camped 
on the Repnblicun river near the mouth 
Arickaree. It was the custom of his band 
to visit the hunters camps in the vicinity 
each day and heg food: one morning he 
and his two principal chiefs, Fat Badger 
and Black Kettle, went to # hunter's 
camp ona begging expedition. There 


were three hunters in the camp at the 
time aud they resolved not to give them 
anything tu eat. so when the Indians 
come into the tent and were refused 
their breakfast Whistler started for the 
chuck box with the exclumarion that 
“Tujun heap hauery.” At a viven sig- 
nal the hnuters al! fired, killing the three 
Indians instantly. They then cuta hole 
in the ice and taking the bodies of the 
Indians put them in, The other Indians 
hunted for several days for thew but 
were never able to find them. <A short 
time after tis Bill Kresxshot and killed 
young Whistler who had hecome chief 
of the baud vfrer his father’s death They 
suspected MKress as being responsible tor 
the abseuce of their Chiefs and were 
after him at the tint. 

This virinally breke up the band; they 
went back north to their reservation and 
havenever been through this conntry 
since. 

The thres men who killed Whistler 
and his two chiefs are all well known 
inthis county and two of them are 
here at this time: but they positively 
decline to have their names appear in 
connection with it, saying they are not 
proud of the part they took in it, 

There ig an old legend to the effect 
that the Grand Duke Alexis was camp- 
ed fora lone. time in this county in 
February 1873. Dick and George Jor- 
don who were with the grand dnke’s 
party fora time as guides told J, H, 
Simmons and W. E. Case about heing 
camped on the Prairie Dog and located 

the place on the land where Aine Butler 
now lives. Simmongand Case had been 
ona buffalohunt onthe Arkansas aud 
on théir return they met Jordan at 
Bulfulo station in March which was 
olny afew days after they left the dukes 
purty. Their description of the: trin 
vonvinced Cuse and Simmons that it 
was true although there were severa! 
settlers iu the county at the time wa 

knew nothing abvont it. 
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Wh. F. Cody, (Bnifalo Bill} who was 
also with the duke’s party, says they 
did not doaoy hunting in Kansas. 

The folloming letter from Colonel 
James W. Fursythe would seem to con- 
triadict the statement of Jordan. It is 
here given in full. 

“Fort Riley, Kansas, 
December 15, 18¥3. 
Respectfully returned to Mr. F. M. 
Lockard, Norton, Kansas, 

The Grand Duke Alexis mide no 

tour overland in thestate of Kunsgas, 

He entered the state via w special Puil- 

man train frou Deuver., stopping over 

at a station in Colorado. called Kit Car- 

sou. Prior to the arrivalof his train an 

escort of treops from the 4 U.S. eaval- 

ry had been assembled at that point aud 

all the hunting done outside of Nebras- 

ka by the Grand Duke and party was 

frown nforesaid station. where the train 

was sidetracked and held for them. I 

think the party stoped at Kit Carson 
twenty-four or thirty-six hours. 

James W. Forsytire, 
Colonel 7 U.S. Cavalry,” 

We think it barely possible that the 
Duke's party may have drifted out of 
Nebraska and hunted along the Prairie 
Dog without kaowing they were in Kan- 
sas; but the preponderance of authority 
is against Jordan. ° 

ThetwoJonlan boys were massacred 
by the Sioux Indians on Walunt creek 
sonth-west of Ellis, Kansas. in the fall 
of 1873. Dick was tnarried and bial bis 
wife with him atthe time and as her 
body was never found, it was sitpposed 
the Indians carried her off in captivity. 

Her pume was Smith before she mar- 
ried Jordan and ber people lived in Ellis 
at the time. 


Several important events occurred 
during the year ists. Tunigration 


Hovked in, and all seemenl hepeful. Same 
prodnee was raised, but the land being 
new anil the season dry. tne quagtity 
produced was not sufficient to ect the 





wants of the people. The Sappaand the 
Solomon. 2s well as the Prairie Dog, 
were daily receiving settlers. and some 
were even pushing westward to the un- 
organized couuty beyond. On April 13, 
of this yeur, occurred the fearful snow 
storm, known as Easter storm. 

Much of the frontier life is spent ou 
the road and in the camp and conse- 
quently many were caught in this storm 
far fro the rude but comfortable “"dug- 
out” of the settler. Many. suffered dur- 
ing the prevalence of this storm. but no 
citizen of Nortoa suffered so much as 
Sol Marsh. Canght on the divide be- 
tween Sappaand Prairie Dog, alone with 
an OX team, to travel an impossibility. 
he was forced to remain without fire or 
food during the entire continuance of 
the storm. That he did not perish is 
due uloue to his robust constitution, He 
lived in his wagon for thres days with- 
out food and would Lave doubtless frozen 
to death had it not been for the fact that 
he hada rollof blankets that belonged to 
Charlie Stowell which he was hauling 
hone from Sappa. Sol had been up to 
Hackberry grove, on the head of south 
Sappa, after some abandoned govern- 
ment wagons which he had seen there 
the fall before. while on a bufilo hunt, 

Juin Kelly and his two eldest sons. 
Zan and Frank, anid Jim and Fred 
Vance were camped during the sume 
storm on the Prairie Dog near where the 
town of Jacksoy now stands. John 
dleseribes the day preceding the storm as 
aheautiftul warm diay; they had been 
vut on the south divide and killed five 
buffalo but before they got them skinneil 
the storm struck them. They had 
searcely any clothing with then and 
wonld have doubiless frozen before they 
gotio camp had it not been that they 
wrapped npin the green buffalo hides 
Which were yet warn. They were only 
alumt four miles from cmap when the 
storm strack them, yet he thinks the 
fact that they ever got to the timber at 
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all was largely providential; and after 
they got tothe tiintier and had a good 
fire they almost perished. It was a long 
time before Jobu could be made believe 
that if was possible for anyone tosurvive 
that was camped on the opeu prairie, 

Ed Collins and Charles Brinton were 
canght in this same storm onthe divide 
between Yellow Springs and Almena. 
Collin’s team froze to death’ and he 
and Brinton saved their lives by 
abandoning their wrgons and riding 
Brinton’s horses home. 

Unele Dick Williams and party were 
caniped, during this same storm, at 
Yellow Springs which has previously 
heen diseribed. 

After the storm was over they sturted 
for Norton. They tound the abandoned 
wagons of Briuvton and Collins, also 
some chickeus and pigs which they had 
left which the Williams party fed and 
watered, not kuuwing at the tine whose 
they were. 

All the settlers in the country sutfered 
more or less from this storin. A great 
deal of live stock that was unprotected 
perished as well ag thousands of Buffalo 
aud other wild animals. 

June 5, 1873 was the date of the first 
Indian scare. Sam Newell claimed to 
have received a dispatch from Ft. Hayes 
sigued by Captain Hines of company D 
to the effect that Indians had crossed the 
K. P. coming uorth, warning the settlers 
to take enre of themselves. ‘I'he courrer 
who brought this dispatch was seen by 
nobody but Sam and was reported to 
have passed through at eleven o'clock at 
night. Severalof the settlers gathered 
iu Norton and began preparations to ite- 
fend themselves. Billings suggested 
that they build a stockade aud lig a 
well, Some of the cettlers began to 
think it was a rise on the purt of Lill- 
ings and other Norton felluws tu get 
some chenp work done, and they quietly 
dispersed, No Indians ever cume and it 
was afterward learned that there was no 
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such a person as Captain Hines and a 
greit many doubt that any such a dis- 
patch was ever received. 

The fourth day of July was celebrated 
in a bowery near where Oliver Jones’ 
livery barn now stands. Ed Nawell 
read the Declaration of Ind-pendence, 
Jonn A, Newell offered prayer and Cot. 
N oH. Billings delivered the oration, 
The festivities were wound np with a 
ballat night. The dancing was done ou 
& pluform prepared in the open air: 
Morris Atkinson played the ete Two 
days previous to this, on Jaly 2, the two 
new stores that were being nae by the 
Newell brothers were blown scray. which 
left the town withont any bniblings ex- 
cept a smail one overpied by Billings as 
au law office. 

‘The county convention was held ahout 
October t. in 1878; it wus held at Reed- 
town or Norton Center, Shelby D. Reed 
was chairman of the committee at the 
time and when he issued the call for the 
inass convention he sougnt to give his 
town a little nrominence by locating the 
convention there. The Norton men had 
aclear majority and carried everything 
their way. The convention orgenized 
by electing John Madden chairman aud 
Joel LH. Simmons secretary. The follow- 
Ing ticket was nominated: representa- 
tive, C. C. Vance, connty treasurer 3B. 
I. Williams, county vlerk Joel H. Sim- 
mous, clerk district court W.E. Cause. 
register of deeds Thos. Denumont: sher{t 
John W. Bieber; surveyor. John Landis: 
coroner, John Kelly: commissioner first 
district. Johu Demott; second district, 
G. N. Kingsbury: third district. Peter 
Hanseu., This ticket was all elected at 
the November electinn, altiough a few 
of the malcontents, headed by Billings 
who was sore over not being renomiun- 
tedfor the legislature, and shelby 1D 
Reed who was displeasel ut the action 
of the convention at uot nominating 
some Of the friends of Norton Center on 
the ticket, putup the following which 
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received an average of 88 votes of a 
total of 108: Representative, Thomas 
Beaumont: county treasurer, Ben Dut- 
ler; county clerk, Charles Stowell: clerk 
district court, Chris Bemler; reyister of 
deeds, G, W. Cole: sheriff. Jim Kenyon; 
coronver, Vie, Clark; commissioner sec- 
ond district, Sol Marsh. 

A great many of the streams in thia 
county were named by the early settlers 
from incidents that transpired upon 
them. Wild Cat Creek, a tributary to 
Prairie Dog on the sourl side and onthe 
eust line of the county, was named by 
Ame Cole from the following incident: 
One cold day in the winler of 187) Cole 
was op on this creek huating bniffaly: he 
killed a wiki cut and just as he finished 
skinning it, his teamtcame along and he 
got in the wagon to ride home. His feet 
were very cold 80 hetook off his moc- 
casins and wrapped bis feet up in the 
wild cat skin which was covered with 
lice, They instinctively crawled off of 
the skin :uul up onto Ame’s person. 
From this incident the creek took it 
name although it Ought to have been 
named Louse creek. 

Bumido creek which puts into Prairie 
Dog from the south, abont one mile east 
of Alinena, was numed by John Sxeels 
of Republican City. He was np at 
Cole's ous batfalo hunt on Jannary J, 
i872: they spied u Inineh"of buffalo up on 
that creek, 

Cole vat to the windward side of them 
und killed thein sll, twenty-five in onim- 
ver. and in boner of that event Skeels 
suggested’ the name. Fancy ereek which 
pots inte Prairie Dog from the north 
near the east Line of lhe connty was 
named by Fred Hyde. Sand — creek 
which tows into Prairie Dug wbout two 
miles below Aliens was uted hy 
(seorge Cole. probably an accontut of ity 
wile sandy burtem. Horse creek. which 
Hows intothe Prairie Dog at Almena, 
was maned by Aime Cule for the reason 
that aman by the name of Comutock 


oR. 
a a 





who was the first county surveyor of 
Jewell county, was camped there 
at the time of the big snow stormn that 
eccured November 17. 1871. Com: 
stock’s horaes froze to death and they 
all: had to walk back to Jewell county 
after the storm had snbsided, Com- 
stock's wife was one of the party camp- 
ed thers. 

Vhe North and South forks were prob- 
ably named by the government survey- 
ors while Wild Cat and Turkey creeks 
which comein on south side in Enimet 
township was named before any sertle- 
inents were made in the county, was al- 
so probably named by the government 
surveyors. 

Battle creek which comes in on 
north side near Caivert was 
Jolm Diefenbach in 3876, in honor of 
a fistie encounter which oveured be- 
fween Jesse Wright and John Nelson. 
That stream had previously been known 
as Curry creek. ; 

D, %. Kuney was born in the state of 
Pennsylvania May 12, 1820: recsived us 
goo an education as it was possible to 
get from attending school in a log louse 
with slab seats pkiced aronnd the wall 
and a rough bourd in front of you for 
desk, a teacher at least fifty years old 
well qualified, for he had ciphered clear 
through Daboll's arithmetic, by skipping 
afew of the hardest ‘‘sumsa,” occupy- 
ing one end of the rvom and the corner 
wellfilled with hickory switches with- 
out the use of which no scholar ever ail- 
vanced far enongh to be able to spell 
words of fonr syHables. He boasts that 
he was very fortunate in escaping the 
whipping and of cyurse missed the spell- 
ing. So much or rather so little for bis 
early education and his latter education 
was of but a little ligher order. He 
speut about six months in a high school 
and got aloug so far in Kiriam’s yram- 
mar that he could conjugate a verb and 
simetimes tell what relation it sustained 
toother words. He wasruised on #@ farm 
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and worked at it till 26 years old when 
he abandoned farming and went inte the 
mercantile busineas in Cherry Valley, 
{llinois. There he became acquainted 
with Miss Charlotte S. McWhorter, 
youngest dauguter of Judge Satnuel 
MeWhorter of Belvidere, Jiinovis, and 
ufter a pleasant und successfn! court- 
sbip of severnl years inurried her on 
the 19 of October 154 and from that 
day to this theirlives have grown lap- 
pier and friends and neighbors dearer. 





Mra. Krney was born November 1, 1230. 

From Cherry Valley thes’ moved to 
Kilbourn City. Wisconsin. in 1856, when 
thai city had its great boom which con- 
sisted inostly of plotting about one 
thousand acres of land contuining a 
Sreat many parks and pronuses to put 
in an eight foot dum in the Wisc onsin 
Tiver. After several years the diam was 
fiualy putin but the boom went fur- 
ther west and Mr. K uney fullowed after, 
He landed in Washington, Kansas, in 
1876 and engaged in the iumber busi- 
ness; after two yeurs in businesa there 
he sold out and went tu Clyde where he 





remained two years when he moved to 
Norton; and here be will remain, to put 
it in his own words, “in one of the nicest 
towns in the nicest state filled by the 
nicest people in the world. Three of their 
children came with them and stayed 
a few years, then iett for homes of their 
own. They are all marriat. Jessie 
and Hattie live in [iaho [alls, ldaho. 
Arthur lives in Hill City, Carrie, the 
second daughter lives in Portage, Wis- 
consin, 

Upon his arrival here, he engaged in 
the lumber business which he eoatinned 
until t888. He is an active tennhiiean: 
was chairinun af the central comui{ttee 
in 1882. Daring that time he organized 
a fight agaiust the renomination of John 
Peter St John for governor on the 
third term issue and succeeded in elect- 
ing delegates favorable to Captain J, B. 
Johnsou. He was nominated on the 
republican ticketin 1886 for the ligis- 
lature and elected by a large Mujority 
defeating Major L. F. Warner. He 
was a delegate to the juditial conren 
tion at Millbrook that nominated Louis 
K. Pratt, was also a delegate to the 
state convention in 1880. During the 
session of the leyislaturein 1887 Mr. 
Kuuey took au active part. When the 
Murray law was uuder consideration he 
offered an amendnent whieh beeume 
knowuas the Kuney amendment, as fol- 
lows: ‘And — twenty-five reputable 
women over twenty-one years of age of 
the township, city of the third class, or 
ward of any orber city wherein such 
business ig located.” 

This arnendment Leeame a part of our 
probibitory law and applies to the pe- 
tition a druggist must vet in order 
to secure a permit. 

Upon iis return home his prohibtion 
friends gave hima a reception and pte- 
aented him, with a guld-headed cue, at 
the sume time they presented his ex- 


cellent wife a set of silver knives and. 


forks. 
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Mr. Knney takes an active part in the 
material uptuilding of Norton, It was 
his persistent work that induced the 
city council to extend the water mains 
to the cemetery, 

Mr. Kuney isa Mason and has held 
continnously the office of treasurer of 
the lodge for the last thirteen years. 

Mr. and Mrs. Kuney now live in re- 
tirement but their pleasant home on 
State street is the scene of many brilliant 
social events, 

Devillo R. Blanding was born in 
Chautauqua county. New York, Decem- 
ber 2, 18¥8. Theearly part of his Hfe 





D. R. Blanding. 


ws spent on a farin in the coanty where 


te was born, In 1852 he married Miss 
7. J, Crowell. He afterward engaged in 
the merebantile buisness at Forrestville, 
New York. He came to Norton caunty 
in the fall of 1874 and tock a homestead 
in the north partof the conaty on Dry 
creek. He was a man of active habits. 
Muchotthe pioneer work of Aldine 
township which was named hy him. was 
mangrauted and carried forward by 
him, Few men, if any. in the county 
have crossed aml recrossed the prairies 
more often than be. He had two 
daughters, Alice L. who married John 
CG. Urown, avd Agnes label, who 


married G. H. Griffin. 

Mr. Blanding died April 3, 1986, at 
his hume in Aldine township. His re- 
mains were brought to Norton cemetery 
and were laid to rest nuder the auspices 
of Norton's lodge 119 A. F. & A.M. 

In 1877 when G. H. (rrittin went ‘to 
the Black Hills he left Mr. Blanding in 
charge of his general store in Norton. 
He at that time moved his family to 
Norton and remained here for several 
years after he left the employ of Griffin, 
He ran a meat market for a time; in 1884 
he moved back to the farm on Dry 
creek and pt in a suiall stock of gener- 
al merchandise; shortly after this he 
got a post office established at his place 
which was named Hanback in honor of 
Louis Hanback, our congressinan at 
that time. He was postmaster at the 
time of bis death. Mrs. Blanding was 
theu appointed and held the office one 
year. ‘The office has since been discon- 
tinued. Mrs. Blanding spends a part 
of her time ou the oll farm, which she 
stillowns, andthe bulance of her time 
with her daughter, *{rs, J.C. Brown in 
Norton, 

John C, Brown was born in Forrest- 
ville, New York, September 17, 1453. 
He was educated at the Forrestville 
academy and high school. December 
10, 1874 he was married at Syrucuse, 
New York, to Miss Alice Blanding. He 
engaged in the merchantile business at 
Forrestville. In 1881, November 10. 
he cameto Norton county, Kansas, and 
has resided here continuously since. 
He has been engazed in the stock btsi- 
ness and farming more or less since he 
came to Kansar. 

J.C. Brown has taken an active part 
in polities since coming here. He wasa 
member of the city counci}in 1486 and 
1887; he was elected justice of the peace 
for Center township in 1888 and has 
held the office ever since: he was x tel- 
egate to the state convention in 1&M), al- 
su in 18928. His friends brought him out 
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as 4 Citudidate for state auditor in 1892. 
He received a large vote but failed to 
receive the nomination He was ap- 
pointed United Stures commissioner in 
t890, which office he still holds. He is 


an expert accountant and is considered 


J. C. Brown. 


the finest penman in north-west Kansas. 
He is one of the leaders of the republi- 
ean party in north-west Kansas. 

George H. Griftin came to Nortor 
county in September 1874 and took 
charge of a swall stock of gouds belong: 
ing to Hallowell and Vantrump of 
Belleville. In a very short time he bought 
the store and continued the general 
merchaolile business until iS84 when 
he sold out to Charles H. Fry. He built 
np alarge trade; wany people coming 
fifty amd one hundred miles to trade 
with him. He was the most successful 
Muerchant that ever did business in Nor- 
tun. He was farseveral yeurs engaged 
in the live stock business with Simpson 





and Lockard at the same time continu- 
ing his merchantile business. He own- 
ed and operated a livery barn in Wa- 
Keeny for some yeurs aud was at differ- 
erent times interested in several stage 
lines running into Norton. In tue spriag 
1885 he and GC. W. Sponsiler sturted the 
Farmers’ Exchange Bink, G. H. Griftin 
president and C. W. Sponsler. cashier. 
In 1886 they built the fine brick bank 
building on the corger which tbey sold 
together with their baak to the Firat 
National Nov. 1’'89. Griffin bas since that 
time devoted histime ty farming and fed 
ingeattle. He is one of tue largest real 
estate owners in the county und was for 
seyeral years the heaviest tax payer in 
Norton county. He is a thorough busi- 
ness man and bas been successful ip 
pearly every business be has engaged ip. 
Be bas never becn u eandidate for 
office but takes a lively part in public 
questions and always votes the republi- 
can ticket. 

George El. Griffin was married to Isa- 
belie Blanding September 18. 1877: they 
had three children. two of them still liv- 
ing. Oliver G., born July 11. 1878. Clarn 
B. April 9, 1880. Mrs, Griflin died De- 
cember 12, 1882. 


He was again married on Febanary 16, , 


1888 to Miss Fannie E Tucker. She 
was born in Indiana. attended Greens- 
burg High schvol and adopted the roca 
tion of teacher, which she followed for 
fifteen yenrs. Sbe eurnednearly $1,000, 
the most of which shespeutin educatins 
her younger sisters after the father's 
death. whichoccurred when the childrep 
were youpy. She and her brother Ed 
Tucker came to Cambridge, Nebraska, atid 
took claimsin i8M4.she taught the first 
school in her district after making proof 
on her homestead. She tonk a preemp- 
tion in Colorado, at the. same time = se- 
curing a position in the Luited States 
land ottice at Akron. Colorado. After 
deeding her preemption she returned 
und tuught ber last school ia the winter 
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G. H. Griffin. 
of 1877. 
Mrs Griffin bas been an active 


member of the Methodist church since 
her childbool. Sbe has one child, 
Alice, bora December 26, 1883, 

Clate Sponsler cnme bere from Carlisle, 
Penosytvanin. in the spring of 1885 and 
rémuined here as caghier of the Barm- 
ers’ Exchanee bank until 1859. He 
then removed to St. Joe, Missousi, 
where he still resides, Ge is credit 
man now for Noyes. Norman & Co. in 
tbe whotesale boot aud atine business. 

Frederick M. Duvall was born in 
Pennsylvania November 10, 1852. 2ov- 
ed with his parents to Chicuzo when a 
child where he remained until 1877. Le 
attended the couimon schools and later 
spent four years at different times inthe 
Chicago university. He learned the 
painter’s trade and worked in the day 
tite attending school at uight. He has 
worked for himself since he was four- 
teen veats old. He bonght and pid for 
his edueation with his awu labor, Le 
came to Norton county in April ts77and 
in the fall of that veuar be opened the 
first hardware store in this county, un- 


der the firin name of W. Henry & Co. 
Duval was the resident pattner and 
manager. As theconnty advanced and 
developed this firm kept pace with the 
demands on their stock uutil January 2, 
1886, when they lost their entire stock 
and building valued at $22,000 in the 
great fire which occurred on that date. 
Their insurance had expired on the last 
of the preceeding year. Duvall was: 
negotiating for a reduction on insurance 
the companies demanding eight per 
cent, for a renewal. Pending these ne- 
gotiatians the fire came and left him a 
bankrupt. He then took charge of the 
Norton Courier aud became editor on 
April 1, 1886. On Jaly 7, JS8s7, 
fire again consumed his business, <le- 
stroying his presses and plant.. aAl- 
though this firelefthim with matured 
obligations against the Courier his nerve 
and pluck never for a moment left him: 
he rallied at once and with a little as- 
sistance from the business men of Nor- 
ton he immediately purchased a new 
plant and continued the issne of his pa- 
per without missiug a number. In the 
fall of 1887 he built the fire proof hnild- 
iny: where heis now located. He has 
since increased tue size of his plant and 
paper uutil he now issues one of the 
leading weeklies of north-west Kinsas. 
On January 23, 1877 he married Miss 
Alice Newell, Five children have been 
born ro them: the fonr youngest are 
still living. The eldest Valorous acci- 
denta ly shot himself while playing 
with a pistul that he supposed was not 
loaded. This accident occurredin April 
1891. Dmnvall has taken an active part 
in politics since comiog here: has been 
a delegate to uearly every county con- 
yention held inthe county. He was a 
delegate to the Milibrook jedicial con- 
venting in 1885 und supported L. K, 
Pratt: also at Stockton in 1886 where he 
supported Louis Hanbeck for congress. 
Hie was a delegatetothestate conven- 
tion in 1898 and stppotted D, R. An- 














thuny for governor. Helas been a dele- 
wate to several state anil district conven- 
tions Of minor importance at other 
times. He was a candidate fer the leg- 
istuture in 18*2 but failed to get the 
nomination. He was nominated for 
representative in 1988 defeating Mark 
J. Kelly, aud was electel by an over- 
whelming majority, def-ating George 
B, Stear. democrat, and George Fry, 
union labor. When the legislature was 
organized he was placed on the ways 
and meuns and railroad committees, the 





F. M. Duvall. 


moOst important comuiittees of the Kan- 
sas legislature, as nearly all tha le-zis- 
latiun of importanee to tbe Kansas 
fariner ure referred to them, He se- 
Cured the passage of a Dill exeiupting 
chureh parsamlages frou taXativa, also 
une compelling mousy louners to file 
property notes before they could he ex- 
vcuted against innocent nurchisers, 
He worked hard to secure the prissage 
Cother bills that failed to become laws. 
me ofthem that lie introduced that 
filed was to increase the jurisitiction of 
the justices afthe peace, another yas 
to repulate tolls in grist anills and an- 








other was to compel insnrance compan- 
ies ‘to pay full face of the policy in cuse 
of total loss hy fire. He voted for P. B. 
Plumb for United S:utes senator and 
Clifford C. Buker for state printer. Ha 
is a member of the school board of 
district number one [Norton] and is 
the republican nominee for mayor at 
this time. 

Richard Emerson Whiie was born in 
Malaga, Mayroe caunty, Ohio. on the 
14 of September 1843 and lived there wn- 
lil fifteen years of age: then moved tu 
Barnesville. Obio. arttende:t commen 
school and Fairview colleze until 18 
yeurs of age. Ho enlistel in evmpany 
B. 8 Ohio infantry on the 13 day of Oc- 
tober 381 and was discharged ou the 
Ig day of October 1861, was wounded at 
Battle of Perrysville, Kentucky, October 
8, 1862, in right shoulder: was in bos- 
pilals at Louisville. Kentucky, Camp 
Dennison, Ohio, and in January 1863 
was sent to Cleveland convalescent hos- 
pital, then in charge of J. R. MeClarg 
Surgeon in charge when he was made 
messenger and in March was influenced 
by- McClurg to study medicines andi re- 
mained with Lim ueurly twa years. 
After his discharge went to Rural Dale. 
Newark couuty, Ubio. and finished lis 
siudies with Dr. F_ Cooper. attended 
medical coitege at Cincinnati and com- 
menced the pratice of wedicine at Bris- 
tol, Morgan comity, Ohio, in Ist: re- 
nained there little over a year and came 
toWashington, Kansas, arriving there 
on March 14. 2869. He was reyister of 
deeds two yenrs and clerk of district 
court fonr years of Washingtun county 
and in 1874 moved to Nurton and engarr- 
ed in the drag business, having avan- 
doned the practice of medicine. except 
occasional calls in the eity. He was 
elected goroner in 1879, servieg vue 
term. 

Hig was married April 1. 1867 co 
Mary E. Trimble of Rural Dale. Ohio. 
who died May 13, 1888. They nad four 
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children, Harlan T. born May 11, Shs, 
died May ¥2. 1873, Inez born September 
8, 1873, Jennie horn September 3, 1878 
and youngest child Lorn in 1867, dying 
in infancy. 

He was married to Mrs Lizzie. Wehb- 
ster, February 11. 1890. 


He was elected 





R. E. White. 


mayor of Norton in 1888 and reelected 
in 1689. During his term of oftice the 
city water works were built and the fire 
departinent organized. He has always 
taken an active part in polities as a re- 
publican: he was again elected mayor in 
189+. 

WilliamTownsend Shoemaker was born 
near Oakland, Armstrong county, Peun- 
sylvania, on March 21, 1832: lived on a 
farm enjoying the common school privi- 
lexes of that section in winter and the 
labor of the farm in sumuner; began 
teaching in the schools of that connty 
when 16 yenrs of age: i IsG8 nttended 
an aculemy at Corsica, Jefferson county; 
in June 1874 came west and located at 
Lincoln, Nebraska, but removed to Falls 


City in that state the same year. The 
grasshoppers having deposited their eres 
in that county that fall, they hatehed 
out in the epring of 1875 and not being 
fond of grasshopper meat he left fur 
Mlineis where he attended the high school 
of Mt. Corroll taught by Dr, J. H, Ely. 
He taught in that county during the 
winter of 1875-6, and inthe spriug went 
to Odio and entered Mt. Union college 
where he incompany with H. M. Lichty, 
Albert Saylor and John D. Meese board- 
ed themselves and were known in that 
institution as the “notorious four.” In 
the fall of 1877 he graduated from the 
commercial department and came back 
to Rlinois where he tunght another yenr 
and attended one term at the State 
Normal schoo! at Normal, Iinois. Tn 
the spring of 1879 he came back to Falls 
City. Nebraska, just in 1ime to catch the 
Norton fever, which had broken ont in 
that locality. M Liehty and several 
others having become affected and gone 
on hetore, he with U. W. Miller. Philip 
Meyers and his two sons, Dave and Sol. 
J.D, Wicks, Stan Wicks, Levi Nedrow 
and John Ashenfelter hooking np four 
guod horses to a wngon that would have 
done credit to a cireus procession, the 
box having done duty usa band wagou 
for the Falls City baud, and painted up 
in gorgeous colors. and started for the 
then far west in quest of homesteads, 
All except Joe Wicks, Nedrow and the 
subject of this sketch, declaring they 
would yet Jand, live and die in Norton 
county. This thrent was carried out. 
andon the first Sunday of May they 
rolledinto’ Norton, having been eleven 
days on the way and it is very doubtful 
if ever any other outtit came to the ecoun- 
ty with a better rig er bad wore fun in 
coming. The original plan was to take 
land and then x0 back aml raise crops, 
and come again in the fall, But whea 
they gut ready to gu Shoemaker eun- 
eluded toremain, All having Jocated in 
what is now Garfield township. U. W. 
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Miller, now of Beatrice, Nebraska, set- 
tled on the farm now owned by E. L. 
Ervin; Dave Myers located on what is 
now owned by G@, W. Reed. The Philip 
Myers place has lately been divided, the 
north eighty passing iuto the hands of E. 
L. Ervin and the south eighty to M 

Licaty. The next yeur after locating 
heing rather dry, the entire crowd scat- 
tered. The Meyers finally getting back 
to Falls City where they are yet, except 
Dave who is in Washingtoustate. Stan 
Wicks who located the famn now owned 





W. T. Shoemaker, 


by father Shuey, is npw iu Lincoln, Ne- 
braska. 

Strange as it may appear Shoemaker 
vane for fun and stayed, while the otb- 
ers cume ta stay aml are al gone. He 
located on the south west quarter of sec- 
tion 29, town ¥ range 24, and broke 
prairie and helped dig wells until fall: he 
then caine to Norton andl nttended the 
first teachers’ justitute held in the coun- 
ty, the same being under the mannge- 
ment of Joel H. Simmons as county 
superintendeutind Ida A. Ablburn as 
conductor. At the close uf the institute 
he was engaged us principal of the Nor- 
ton school at a salary of $30 per menth, 
andtanght in the building whieb has 


since been remodeled and used us a resi- 
gence by J. FT. Wright. Mrs. Davies he- 
ing primary teacher and struggled 
through the term in the little building 
how ovcupied by Mrs. F. Gay as a mil- 
linery stare. 

Tn the spring of 1880 he was esyloyed 
as clerk in the store of Herman & Kirk- 


patrick which position be held for about | 


twO months, at the close of which he 
was selected as deputy county clerk by 
M, J. Fitzpatrick, who in Ovtober of the 
same year forged a county warrant and 
to escape prosecution left the country, 
and Billy was wapointed to 42 the vacaa- 
cy; and ata meeting of the republican 
county ceniral couunittee his naine was 
placed on the sicket and at the genera] 
election was elected to fill the unexpired 
tern. In the spring of 18$1 he went 
east and on May 4, was married to Mary 
M.. only daughter of Jonathan Kelso, 
near Elk Lick, Somerset county. Pemn- 
sylvania, They returned to Norton and 
began keeping house in the old Fitz- 
patrick property now ownel by E, E. 
Kennedy. He was the candidate for 


_Te-election and received the nomination 


in the repnblicun sonyveution by accla- 
ination, but this being the year in which 
the sreat salary fit took place another 
convention was held. which would now 
be called a mugwump convention. and 
A. H. Harmonson was” noninated for 
county clerk and defeated Mr. shoe- 
maker at the polls by a large majority. 
Mrs. Shoemaker's health not being good, 
in the spring of 18*2 they removed to 
Denver, Colorado. where they re-ided 
for two years; her health not being bene. 
tited by the change they went back ty 
Richardson county. Nebraska. und lived 
ona farm until tespring of IMS: they 
then returned to Norton where he accep- 
ted a position in the Nertou Coanty Bank 
on the i day of May and las acted in 
the cupacity of assistant cashier up to 
the present time, the bank haviny been 
merged into the Nortou County State 
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* Bankin November, 1890. He wasa dele- 
gute tothe state convention in 1893 and 
supported Farmer Suith for governor. 
They have one child, Susannah Knuth, 
born December 12, 1891. Married in 
1831, ten years before the advent of 
Rutb, it will he seen that ample deliber- 
ation was induiged in to have her the 
bandsomest child iu Norton, a popular 
opinion too with good foundation for it: 
but some say Billy started the opinion 
himself. 

Adam Campbeil was born in Keutucky 
March 8, 1823; moved with his parents 
to Missouri in 1880, moved to Mills coun- 
ty, Iowa, in 1854; was one of the first 


Ad Campbell. 


settlersin that connmiy and deedul the 
first sectian of Tand ever patented in 
Mills conuty. He speuthis cutire life 
juunting and trapping in winter soul 
farming insutamer. He came to Nor- 


ton county, Kansas, in the spriug of 1874 
und settled on the old Nick Barner 
cluim three miles south-east of Oro- 
none. 

Mr. Campbell never bad any educa- 
tion, can not read nor write, but if any- 


one thiuks he is not able to ilo business ~ 


let him tackle him for trade and they 
will find that his mathematics are equal 
to any emergency. Hehas no troable 
to count monvy either, although he does 
not know A from B. 

He was marrie] to Sarab Elizabeth 
Rankin in 1816. She was born in 1825 
in Tennessee, but wasraised in Kentucky 
and Missouri. ‘hey have had ten child- 





Mrs. Ad Campbell. 


ren eiglit of them still living: six of them 
came to Kansas: Betty their only danuh- 
ter that came here murrted Doctor Wil- 
yun and now lives in Johnson comity. 
Nebraska, they have two children. 
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Campbell's five sons, Jim, John, Tom, 
George and Sam. are all married and 
live here now except Tom who lives at 
Like Side. Nebraska. 

Mr. and Mrs. Campbell have 600 acres 
of fine laud all well stocked. and plenty 
af money drawing interest. Mr, 
Cumpbell has been dubbed the Dan 
Boone uf Kansas because of his quaint 
habits and peculiar dress, and his fond- 
ness for huntmy, trapping and fishing. 
Tais sombre cut is recognized as ap- 
propriate by every ong who Enows hitu. 

Mra. Campbell has beer a fitting help- 
mect for Tnela Ad. tlis peenliar hab- 
ims und eccentricities appear — to 
fill her estimation of trne manhood. 
There is an old fairy tule 10 the effect 


that her stocking leg is always well 
filled with cash. 
Wilson Adanis was born in Ross 


county. Ohio, May i4, 136. He moved 





W. Adams. 


with hig parents to Friuklin county. 
saine gtate, in 1243 where be reranined 
vuitit 1854 when he moved to Wasbing- 
ton connty. lowa. He was raised on a 
farm and attended the common schools. 


At sixteen he went to Harrisburg, Obiv, 
and learned the blacksmith’s trade and 
worked at thut trade for twenty-eight 
years, except three sears while in the 
war, He volnnteered in Co. Ff. 3) Iowa 
infantry, Awsust 4, 1862: was in the fol- 
lowing engagelents: Helent, Arkau- 
sas, Cotton Plant. [Fetle Rock, Jeukins 
Ferry, siege of Vickburg, Spanish Fork 
and other smaller engagements. te 
was mustered ont on the 10 of June at 
Dolphin Island, Alabama. He wus war- 
ried at Riesmond, Iowa, to Matilda Cox 
on September 27, 1836. They have had 
five children: two of them stil living. 
Their eldest iving danghter, Sopha, was 
born February 4, 1800) Belle wis boru 
August 19, 1870. 

Mr Adams came to Norton county 
Angust 15, 1878, and setried on Dry 
creek in Aldine township. He has Leen 
active in polities since 18sv. He was 
elected probate judge that year and 
held the office four terms. Hehas rep- 
resented this county in several district 
conventions. He is at the present time 
city marshal of Norton: he has always 
been @ republican... 

Jobo Luther was born in Medina 
eouuts, Ohio, March ¢, 1844. He was 
Taised mostiy on a farm. He moved to 
Benton county, Iowa, in 1834, volunteer- 
ed in 22 Jowa volunteers — in- 
fantry. He was at Fort Donaldson. 
Shiloh and Tupelo. Mississippi, was taken 
prisoner at Shiloh and = after three 
months’ prison life was exchanged, He 
was mustered outin 1865, having serv- 
ed nearly five years. 

He was married to Sophi Adams 
June 6, 1877. They have four children; 
Bertie, born May 31, (87s, Edward, 
born June 1%, 1879. Euvene, born Feb. 
ruary 17, 1834 and Don, born September 
3. 1887. 

John Luther came to Norton conuty 
August +, 18th. Tle isa carpenter by 
trade and bus followed that oceupation 
since coming here, He is at this time 
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employed as bridge carpenter on the 
rail road. 

Belle, Mr. Adams’ vonngest daughter, 
was lnarried August 19, 1890 to George 
Saum, They live at Herington, Kansas. 
George isin the employ of the Rock 
Island rail road company. 

John C. Latham was born 1n Connecti- 
cut October 12, 1839. He learned the 
carriage ninker's mui painter’s trade: 
He worked as an upprentice for five 
years, moved to Michigan in 1860, en- 
listed in October 1862 in company fi. 
25 Michigan infantry. served three 
years, Was in battles of Peach ‘ree 
creek, Resuta, siege of Atinnta, at 
Lookout mountain, Franklin and all 
through the Atlanta campaign. Tle 
came to Kansas in Mareh 1871, settled 
in Smith county and was first trusree of 
that connty. Hecameto Norton coun: 
ty in 1880 and settled at Clavton. He 
came to Norton in 18%] and has remain- 
ed here ever since. He was married at 
Rolling Prairie, Indiana. July 2. 1868 
to Cecilio Richnor, Sbe was barn in 
Switzerland and came to Amerita when 
a child; her mother died winle on the 
ocean, and she was adopted by Jobn 
Kiersteod of Rolling Prairie. Indiana. 

Seven children bave been born to 
them, five of whom are still living. 
Jack has heen active as a republican 
since camibg here, He Was acandidate 
for conury clerk in 1885 but failed to 
ret the uvmination. He was elected 
trustee of Center township in '891 and 
reelected in J&9Ov, 

Wallace Harmongon was born in 
Johnson county, Indiana, January 25, 
1320. He wasraised vn a farm and at- 
fended cainmon school. He inoved to 
Keokuk county, Iowa, in Isa". He was 
married to Martha M. Thompson m 
£3. Three children were born to 
them, John Thomas, their eldest was 
born February 24, to, He came to 
Norton county in 18% and lives on a 
farm seven miles north-west vf Norton. 


Columbns A. born Marek 6. 1859. He 
came here in August 1878, He married 
Inez Howell in Augnst 1882. He left 
here in October 189; and now lives in 
Springville, California. 

They have four ehildren. Mrs, Har- 
monson died in 18#5 in Sonth English, 
Iowa, In the fall of 1866 Mr. Harmon- 





W. Harmonson. 


son Wag agrin anarried. This time if 
Enuna J. Greeniee. As a resnit of this 
nuion five children have been born to 
then, Matrie. their eklest. married Jo 
Jarred: they live at Almena. 

George, their second son married May 
Foland in December 181; they live on 
a farin near Calvert. Vertie was born 
November 9, 1873 and died Murch 18. 
Isthh,) Their two youngest children. 
Luma and Wallace, live at home with 
their parents. 

Wallace Warmonson cinme here iu 
Angust 1878 and settled on the old Vance 
efarm, two miles east of Almena. In 
1878 he took 2 homestead two uiiles 
north-west of Norton. In 1880 he trad- 
el with R. H. Sey:nour fora stock ot 
werchandise which he ran for a shert 
time during the wiuter of 1880 and ‘S!. 
He ran a hotel where the Grier House 
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now stands. In the spring of ‘Sl he 
moved to Almena and onened a stock of 
weneral merchandise anil has continued 
in that business at Almena ever since. 
He has always taken an active part in 
polities as a republican. He was a can- 
didate for county treasurer iu 1889 but 
fatled to get the nomination. He has 
been a zealous member of she Christain 
church for thirty years. He was 1 char- 
ter member of the Masonic lodve at 
Norton and its first treasurer. He af- 
terwaril took an active part in the or- 
yanization of the Masunic lodge at Al- 
neva, Of late years he bas Lecowme an 
enthusiastic prohibitionist and votes 
with that party at this time. 

Alva Holland Harmonson was born 
March 19, 1856, in Keokuk county, Iowi, 





A. H. Harmonson. 


atteuded common school and took a two 
years’ course in the Oskaloosa college. 
He came to Norton county, arriving 
June 29,1877, He was fora time dep- 
uty sheriff under C. W. Posson. He 
took a homestead three miles north. 
west uf Norton: was pominuted county 
clerk on the low salary ticket in 1831 


and elected defeating W, T. Shoemaker 
the regular republican nominee, He 
Was paininated and elected again as a 
Tepublican in 1883. In 1885 he was 
a cundidate for register of deeds: but A. 
K. Mills secured he nomination, : 

He was married to Ennna F. Haten- 
er December 21, 1878 They have had 
eight children, six of whom are still 
Hving. 

He engaged in the implement lisiness 
in 188 but finding that business un- 
profitable he ahandoned it in 1890, He 
isin broken health and is not engaged 
in any business at this time. 

Edward L. Janes was born on a far 
in Greenfield in Luzern county, Penn- 
sylvanin, April 27, 1837, After attend- 
ing the public schools for « number of 
years and the Dunduff academy ,for a 
time his educational advantages termin- 
ated in a course of private instreetiune 
in Latin, music, book-keeping and natur- 
al philosophy. 

In 1859 he returned to Baltimore to 
learn the arts and mysteries of laying 
brick; but finding that business uncon- 
genial returned home and served a 
three years’ apprenticeship as tin and 
sheet-iron worker. 

In 185" he returned to Baltimore and 
entered the dry goods trade, where 
he remained until 188 when he 
went to Philadelphia as dry goods sales- 
Than, 


His first vote was cast in 1880, for’ 


Bell and Everett. presidential eandi- 
dates of the cow defunct Arerican 
party. He his ever since yored the re- 
publican ticket when it was possible to 
do so, 

He was among the first in Bultimere 
to join the union leamue. and curried 
the muskef on many ocrasions in de- 
fense of that city; ut was never mis- 
tered into the service. 

Tuthe fall of 1878 he Jeft Philadel- 
phia and for a short tine engaged in 
genernl merchandise ut Belpre, Wash- 
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ington county, Ohio. 

Having a desire to see Kansas he 
left Ohio and arrived at Topeka in 
March 1869. There he remaized a short 
tine and finally permanently located in 
Macon county, Missonri, where he was 
‘yn bnsiness and merchantile pursuits 
until he returned to Kansas iu is7b. ar- 
riving in Norton, via Wakeeney, oo the 
li, day of February. He intmediately 
selected the west half of section eight- 
een, township two. range twenty-thrre 
for his homestead and timber claiua, en- 





Esk Jones. 


trusting Lis business to M. J. Fitzpat. 
rick, who promptly swindled him out of 
his aad and meney tou. He then bought 
two other claims on which Ir subse- 
quently made proof atd now owns. 

Tn Angust 187) Le was engayed by 
Mr G.H. Griffin in his ceneral stare 
in Norton where heremaincd iil che 
filleof 1882 when he took the position of 
county treasurer; having been elected to 
that ofice on the “low silars” ticket 
the previous November. 


In 1883 he received the rebnblicun 
nouunatton for conlty trensurer for the 
second term, und was elected by the 
Wnaniwons vote of the county. Tn rsd 
Le unfortunately rnn for county treas- 
urer for the thirll term bunt waa over- 
whelmingly nefeated by N_ L. Johnson. 
the preseut incmmbent. After serving 
his second term of oflice he was employ- 
ed by Mr. Griftin in the Farmers’ Ex- 
change bauk for the period of a year and 
a halt, after which he entered the ser- 
viceof F. M. Snow as deputy eounty 
treasurer and remained with nim during 
his terni of office. Since which wume he 
has heen farming, excepting tor a short 
time in the eraploy of M, Broquet at 
Beattie, Kansas. 

Ile was the first to receive Masonic 
ritesin Norton Lodge No. 199, A. F. and 
A. M. and was secretary of said lodye 
for many vears. 

Mr. Jones has never been married and 
now lives on his farm six miles west of 
Norloun. . 

The first sermon preached in Nertou 
counly was in June 1872, by Elder 
Towns of the Christa — chureb. 
Services were held in Jim Hall's hous 
Gast of Almena. Mr. Towns never set- 
tled in this county although he enwe 
for that purpose. He afterward liyed- 
in Kirwin and preached there for sev- 
eral years. 

Elder Gibbs settled ou the head of 
North Pork, four miles north-west of 
Almena in the spring of 1874. He 
preached the first sermon in this connty, 
on the farm now owned by Sid Case, 
shortly after his arrival. He afterward 
preached regilarly in Norton and other 
places in the econnty. He preached for 
the Baptist church and was the first: 
minister to loente permanently in’ the 
county. He moved ta Nebraska jie [s8l, 
Hix present residence js unknown. 

The tirst xeriuon prerched in Nurton 
was by Rev. Wainright in Jane 1872: he 


delivered his sermon from his waon., 
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witch stood on the sonth side of tne 
creek in what is now Dave Close's feel 
lot. No ene knows where he came from 
ot where he went. He was a traveling 
unissionary. Hedid not even :lisciose 
the denurninntion he helonged to. 

inthe fullef 1842 Rev. Albright of 
Smith Center preached here for the 
Presbyteriaas, aud in August (87+ Rev. 
Clark organized the 9 Presbyterian 
church here in a tent whien wus locited 
itt the réar of Case and William's old 


stoue building. This was the — first 
church organized in the caunty. They 
NT ane 


began with © mesubera, Afr. and 
Newell, Mr. and Mr*. Bruner, Mr. and 
Mrs Fisher. Mre. Jarvis, Mrs. W. B. 
Jones and Robert Hutchinson. The 
Methodist chureh was organized soon 
after by KR. H. Seynnour. 

Rollin A, Seymour eame here in the 
fall of 1874; moved his family here in 
the spring of 1335. He was the first 
regular minister sent here by the M. E. 
conference. He was born in Auztst 
138% and had beev a regulariy ordained 
ininister for many yearsin Kansas and 
other states. Tie had been stationed in 
"Ortowa county. Kansas, fur some years 
prior tu his coming to Norton county 
aud was minis-er in ehurge for fuur 
years after coming bere; at that time 
he quit the ministry aod went into bust- 
hess in Norton. It was rumored that 
the M. E. conference declined to alluw 
him tu preach for the chureh there:tter, 
but this Mr, Seymour strenuously de- 
nies and hesaid he yuit the ininistry 
vohimturily. We are unable to state 
what o¢enrred between Mr. Seymour 
and the church authority at that time, 
but he has nerer preached since, 

In 1878 he branched ont in gen- 
eral merchandise and shortly afterward 
openel up a hotel where the Grier 
lunse now stands. 


PP 


Mrs, Seymour conducted a millinery 
stare for several years ani did a very 
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successful business. 

While in business here Mr. Seymour 
was accused of selling whiskey anid keap- 
ing women of bad repute sround him 
and some of our people who claimed 
they did not jive in ‘glass honses’ 
theinselves reportel rhat they had seen 
aladder standing at his windew iu the 
dead hour of nizht and that they hod 


also seen some of our local angels 
ascending ann deeeuding. But the 


writer is inclined to doubt these sturiss 
and think they were probably started 
by Mr. Seymour's enemies for the pur- 
pose of fujaring his business. ‘ 
He is naw located ou a farm near 
Ashton in Siummucr county. He iz in 
very poor henIth caused froat paralysis, 
his vight arm being entively helpless 
Mrs. Seyinour diet in Felraary 1886 
and later, the saine year, he married 
Mrs. Simpson who isa :isier to Adam 
Ramsey. Tiev lefs herein thé spring 
of ‘87 and went to South Haven in Sumwn- 
ner county, Kauras, where he remained 
for somé years in the hotel business. 
When Mr. Seymonr came here he 
brovght with him an adopted dauhter, 
Mies Rachel Wild by name. The fol- 
lowing is a letrer fromm her. and her pic- 
ture kindly forwarded by herself. Shae 
now *resides at 351t) Lafayette street, 
Denver, Colorado, nnd is oueof tke lead- 
ing officers in the Salvation Army. 
“fam of Freneh an] English descent. 
and was horn at Woodbine. Harrison. 
county. Town. on February 28,1860. My 
father folinwed farming but in 1s6z 
when President Linéoln ealledl for vol- 
unteera ta defend the Union he enlisted 
and did bis part in putting down the 
great rebellion. After the war was end- 
ed father returned heme and shortly 
afterward he disposed of his farm anil 
inovel to Kansas in the spring of 1868, 
Being so young, only i venr< oll my 
metwories of the war were limited. but I 
remember how gl:ul we were to welcome 
father home after his service to Lis coun- 
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try. We journeyed from Jowa to Kan- 
sasin a prairie schooner and at this time 
the latter state was a typical froutier 
state, having all the cnstows and traits 
of a crude primitive country. We had 
no county lines and few county seats; 
we located in what was afrerwird called 
Lincoln County on a stream that father 
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Rachel Wilde Peterson. 


nained Spring Creek. and on this little 
stream we tuok up a homestead April 3, 
1806. Duriug my girlhood duys ds re- 
member of Our eutertaining the county 
surveyprs. ar those thal were laying ont 
the canuty lines. How different Kansas 
wits then: the Indina war whoop conld 
have bern heard wid the bnffale, elk and 
autelope roumed the plains. We had no 
raitronds, and the pearest towr. Salina, 
was thirty miles and the railroad eighty 
miles. 

Asa irl Lhave a very vivid recollec- 
tinn of the Indian ontbreaks aad how 
the scouts would come in with timely 
warnine and we woukd liave toe seek 
some place of safety. usually the tawn of 
Salina: this being « place of perhaps a 
slezen houses. Our own house was forti- 
fied by a strong stockade of logs with 


port holes for defense against the savage, 
and during the frequent Ludian scures 
the neighbors would gather at our prim- 
itive fort for mutual protection against 
our coppar colored enemies. In these 
times TI gay remember the shrieks of the 
wolves and wild aniuuls: during their 
frequent attacks we and our neighbors 
would tuke turns watching against the 
foe. Not loug after thia we moved over 
to Dewdrop Cheek. a stream my father 
also nawed, and about thistimemy twin 
brother not being able to bear the hard 
work of an early sottler’s farm life went 
to Steubenville, Ohio to school. and my 
older brothers having all lefs home it 
devolved upou me, a 10 year old girl, to 
take churee of the farm and Lecome 
transfered intoa farmers vor, My 
father bad become possessel with the 
diamond fever and startel for South 
Atri¢a but never reached there, baving 
been rohbed aud was obliged to return 
on a homewnrd bound vessel. My duties 
On the farm were various; milking, cut- 
ting and suocking wheat, hreakiog 
horses for harness and saddle, plowing. 
cleaning out stables. herding cattle the 
same as a cowboy; our neighbors biriny 
ine to herd their cattleat $1 a head wn- 
til 1 had several liundred head under mis 
care with our own I bave been in ii 
saddle in rain and suushine, in heat and 
incold until my hands were blistered 
and by budy was amass of sores. This 
wag my daily experience for nearly fonr 
years when un accident happened. One 
Sanday evening in April, 1873) while 
hinting cattle i horse fell on me and 
fractured my lim. LTlav in the mod 
two hours, then they took me home and 
from Gp. in, til la. im. TD lay suffering. 
On the arrival of the doctor he set my 
limh but either throuch ignorance cr 
carelessness if was improperly done and 
left me werippte for life. fn the mouth 
of June inthis year I lett home: being a 
cripple Econld not take the place of a 
man ou the farm and wy father leing 
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disappointed in me caused me to leave 
huine, an euteast for no cnuse except 
thati was born agirl During this suin- 
mer 1 herded enttle for Mr. Ed Jolinson 
arste amonth with my eratches at my 
-uddle side ind iny crippled leg resting 
ini pillow. 2 followed tiis util cold 
weather set in. Iwas inexperienced in 
domestic work and wasas simple us 2 
child. Ispent the winter with the fain- 
ily of Volney Ball; in the spring [ went 
tummy oldest brother’snine miles from 
nome, and here I met the Rey. Mr. Sey- 
wour and his wife and they promised to 
sive mea hoine for my labor but not by 
any adoption. In the spring of 1x74 we 
removed to Norton Center and Lremuin- 
edinihat place two years: I left Mrs. 
Nevmour hecause at my age(iG) 1 could 
do better for myself than but toearn my 
bourd and clothing as I was then doing 
at the Rev. Mr. Seymour's, aud so 1 left 
then and secured a position at the Cum- 
mercial hotel as diniug room girl at a 
wulary of $15 dollars per mouth. 

Norton Center consisted of two hotels, 
one livery stable, one dry pools store, 
(which was a grocery. drug and uearly 
everything else combiner) and a black- 
smith shop. There was a county seat 
war during this time, and while I was 
thera they built a court house and jail. 
bat before this, the jail Wis & room Con 
nected with the Commercial hotel, and 
in going to and from the hotel kitchen 
We passed the door of the prison root, 
and could see the prisoners chained to 
the floor and partly covered with blank- 
(ts, nota very pleasant sight for timid 
people, byt in those days of [Kansas nis- 
tory timid people were scarce. Mr. Eos- 
‘On, Proprietor of the Commercial hotel 
Was the aberiff. During my tirst year at 
Nortun there was s grasshopper plague 
which became go unbearable as to ne- 
‘essitate building fires in the yard to 
keep the pests out of the bouses. We 
also had an Indian outbrenk in the 
county west of Norton and several 


whites were killed 


At last. tiring of Norton, I journeved 
to Hastugs. Mehitaska, and soon found 
eviploymenat in my old position as din- 
ing roam girl in the Commercial Louse. 
Tenn remme:nver the advent of the first 
railroad into Hastings aod the great ex- 
citement it caused. [ remaioed here 
nearly two vears aod bearing a ood 
deal of Denver, Colorado, I determineil 
to leave for bere. This was also a trip 
xeross the country in a wagon, We ar- 
rived in Denver in the later part of July 
1880. We found the Colorado metropo- 
His to he a primitive ond thialy populat- 
ed town. We cauiped near tbe union 
depot on the banks of the Platte river. 
I Went to work im the American restau- 
raul on the corner of 16 and Blake St. 
Tonly remained here & short time and 
then went tothe Goodwin House that 
was owned by # friend from Hastings. 
Here ! met Mr. Waller Peterson und was 
marred ta him September 13. 1880. 1 
then sturted a hole! for myself. calling 
it the Kailrond house. I named it this 
because nearly all my guests were = rai: 
roud men: having ones hundred and fifty 
that were connected in Some Capacity 
with the ruijrOads centering in Denver, 

After being in business vbout four years 
Isold outand bought a Lome and short~ 
ly afterwerd, on one Thursday morning, 
November 20. 1884in my own home | 
was converted. One year later, 1885 my 
child, alittle girl. was born. In 1SS7 the 
Lord distinetly exlled me to His work 
aod I entered the field as a worker in the 
blessed vineyard of the Lord. As an in- 
strument to his band I have had bund- 
reds of covvertions. [have had gospel 
mieetings in jails and hospitals, missiens 
and street coipers, and mosl of the lead- 
ing churches of the city. I could sll 
volumes with the glorious experienees | 
haye bad jn this line, and [ sometimes 
can hardly realize the gvodness of Gord 
ntuising me from achild, cating for the 
steck of a Kansas farm to be one able to 
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#0 Out and preach His gaspel to all peo- 
ple. 

James A. Littel was horn in New 
York in 1889: moved to [inois in 1873, 
and fromthere to Kansas inthe spring 
of 1878. Came from Plano, Iilinvis.in n 
spring Wagon: came up the Praire Dog 
to Norton, then to Leota, from there to 
Lenora, then down the north fork of the 
Solumoun to Logan. then over the «divide 
to Stockton and from there to what was 
then called Oshorne City. After stay- 
ing there awhile lookin at the country, 
he returned to Nortou in daly of 187$ 
nnd tanght a imasic elass inthe wld 
school houwre cu the hill, uow usedas a 
private residence. Taught music that 
winter, and in the spring of 1879 went 
to work at contracting aml building. 
In the fall waselew'ed Kaister of Devils 
aud abuut the same time went in the 
postoftice us assistant postmaster with 
Joe] H. Simmions as principal; remained 
there about three yeurs and a half. The 
next move was to go inta the newspaper 
business under the firm name of Siun- 
mous & Littel. While there went ito 
the photograph business with Arba 
Boward, then bongh: hiv vat and buile 
a gallery: Went into partcership with B, 
J. Marsh avd atterwarel gold out to him. 
Was marvied to Miss Culue E. Ains- 
warth April 14, 18s6: left Norton in the 
fall of sume vear aml” went ro Suutu 
Haven, Kaneasi the next year went to 
Kenset, Whire connty, Ackansas where 
he is nuw livine. 

Francis Marion Supw was born near 
Wooster. Wayne county, Ohio, June 24. 
1837: moved with his parents when ten 
years old to Sandusky City, Uhie. ene 
tered the public schools where he re- 
malned four vears. At fanrtecn years 
of axe he commenced werk iaooa car 
shop then went ta work on the ruil rend 
asamechanic Ln dodoi te went te Kal- 
atmiazuo. Michigan. where be remind 
votil Angus (86) When he enlisted in 
company Fott Michizan tufaniry; serv- 





ed as private. sergeant and lieutenant un- 
til the close of the war, In the spring’ 
1866 moved to Maecn county. Missouri: 
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F. M. Snow,, 


then to Webster county, Nebraska. in 


1875 and ww Nortoa county in 
where he still lives. 

Whilein the army he was in the fol- 
lowiny battles. ‘Thompson's S-arion. 
Tennessev: Resaca, Newhope Church. 
Peach Tree creek, Geurpia; Nuashiviile, 
Teunessee, aa) Decatur, Alabama, He 
was cuptored Mareb 5. isi at) Thomp- 
tows Station, Tennessee. anil by slow 
Stages. aauch delay and sufferine in 
many Ways. finuy bended in the famous 
Lihby prison, where atter nine months 
he was excharyved and sent back to the 
fell with the regiment and did post 
wil garrison duty until the “ou to At 
lagite’ campaign began 

He was married to Abmal L. Forbes 
September WY S50 and as ou frnit of 
their marriage there bias been born te 
them six childreu: Orpha AL, Carey cle 
coasent, Nellie M., Lena E.. Aartie EL. 
and torla EB, 


1879, 
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Orpha A. was married to O. F. Mil- 
ner November 29, 1876, at Blue Hill, 
Nebraska. Nellie M. was married to 
Thomas Johnson, January 1, 1885, at 
Norton. Kansns. Lena ©. was married 
ty Edward L, Bennett November 9, 1887, 
ut Nortou, Kansas. flatrie and Orla are 
still at howe with their parents. 

Oran F. Miluer was born iu Obio in 
(851. Thomas Johuson was born in 
Growncounty, Ulinols, September 145, 
1359; Edward L. Bennett was born in 
‘Luscara county, Ohio, December 12, 
1e63)) Orpha A. was boro in Kalamazoo 
county, Michigan. Angnst 8, 185 Gar- 
ey was bern in Kalamazoo county, 
Michigan. November 28, 1861; Neliie M, 
was born Muy %. 1507 an Macou county, 
Missouri; Lena E was born Mareh 22, 
1870 in Macou county. Missouri; Hattie 
EK. was botn March 31, 1873 in) Macon 
connty, Missouri: Oria E. was born May 
28, 1877, in Webster county, Nebraska. 

He came to this county in 1*79, 
bought the Dey Smith farm. two and 
ane hnlf miles east of Norton, where he 
lived four years when be moved in the 
city ror educational advantages for his 
children, He served us deputy county 
treasurer under Dr. Little and Ed 1. 
Jones and afierward was electerl connty 
treasurer taking posession of the office 
in October 1836: he served two terms. 
He has always been ‘a republican in pol- 
ities, isa member of the M. FE. ehurch, 
aud believes the sucial.religious and ma- 
terial prospects of the county and strate 
of his aloption as good as any of the 
states he ever lived in, 

Georze W. Shook was born Novem- 
ber 3, 1862 at Davenport, Iowa: moved 
With his parentsto Floyd county, Town, 
in 1868.and in Ix7# they came to Os. 
horne county, Kansas, where his father 
engayed in) agriendinral and nurcery 
business, He attemied county school 
several years aud then his father bought 
a quarter section of Jaud adjoining the 
townsite, when the Central Brauch 


came through that county, and laid off 
five different additions to the city of 
Downs and buiit himselt a fine residence 
there. George learned the printer's 
trade in the office of the Downs Times. 
and attended the Downs hizh school 
from which be graduated with houors 
in the suiumet of 1834. That winter he 
came to Nortou county sand tanght a4 
term of school in what is now known 
the Garber «lisfrict, in the Colony north- 
west of Norton, The next spring he | 
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G. W. Shook. 


was hired te teach in the district ad- 
joiting’ He taught one term there, one 
half of which was held in the sod 
church and tue balance of the term in 
the new frame church which was just 
built. In July he returned to Downs 
and touk up work again in the printing 
office. In July he cue buck to Norton 
county and did a wise thing by marry- 
ing a Norton county girl, Miss Lucy 
Joseph. whuse parents still live in the 
Colouy. She wis born in Elkbart. Lowi. 
dune vy, iat, and with ber  purents 
move on Sand creek near Edimoud in 
187%. . After the marriage George with 








his bride went to house-keeping in 
Downs where he continued as foreman 
ou the Downs ‘limes, until sometime in 
November 1485, when the town of Al- 
mena, this county, was started on the 
north side of the creek. He and J. E. 
Garner were looking for a lovation to 
start a newspaper and concluded that 
was the place and started a newspaper 
there and named it the AJmena Star. 
Tn six months he bought Garner's in- 
terest anc continued to run it three 
years, when he sold out and moved to 
Jeunings, Dacatur county, a town 
half way from Norton to Colby. 
where he started the “Echo” which he 
is still rnuning, besides being a notary 
public, justice of the peace. insurance 
ageut ete. He is nilso agent for the 
Kansas Town and Lami Co. at that 
place and school treasurer of that town, 
He owns a fine farm in Sutith county 
and also one in Cheyenne county. They 
have one child. a bright little boy 
seven years old, named Stanley. 





Dick Curry. 


James Dickey Curry. son of R. b. 
Gurry, whose biagraphy has anpeared 
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in these columns, was born February 
26, 1836, in Union county, Ohio. In 
1834 he moved with his purents to Keo- 
kuk connty, Iowa. where he was mar- 
tied April 5, [856 by Rev. Mr. Elliot to 
Jwia Florence Connely. She was born 
March 22, 1836 in Ashland county, 
Ohio, and came to Iowa ia 1854. Her 
father, James Connely, was from 
Pennsylvania aud was of Welsh descent 
admusic tercher and ai farmer. Her 
mother. Sedalia Bushnell. was a de- 
scendant of the early English settlers 
of that name in Connecticul, taught 
school in her youth and is still living in 
Towa, a hale old lady of ninety years. 

Julia tanght school in Ohio and also 
in Iowa until her marriage with Mr. 
Curry. They had seven children: Olive 
M. born February 10, 1857; James R. 
born October 10. 1848; Della S. born 
duly 17, 1861: Homer W, born Angust 
2.1806; Linnie M. born February 7. 
1nU8: Ulysses S. born July 17, 1870; A. 
Charley boru Muy 3t. 1872. 

Mr. Curry enlisted iu company D. 13, 
Iowa infantry October 13. 1561; he was 
discharged at Vicksburg. Mississippi, 
December 31, 1883, but reenlisted at 
once. He took part in the seige of 
Vicksburg, wasin the battles of Cor- 
inth and Shiloh and many lesser enyage- 
ments. From Shiloh he carried away a 
bullet hole cut through his hat and an- 
other cut through his coat, but was 
never wonnded. He wis one of the 
sixty thousaml who started with Sher- 
miau on his ‘march to the sea.” but was 
taken prisoner at Atlanta. Georgia, Ja- 
ly 27.1804, and sent to Andersonville 
prison. He entered the pen with the 
firm rexolve to see his wite and children 
again. who heard nothing more of him 
for six moathathan that he was imiss- 
ing. This resolution never failed him 
even when his daintiest article of diet 
was corn. ground cobs and all, and anix- 
ed with water, more often raw than 
cooked. Sickened bv the water of tbe 
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litle stream which flowed through the 
enclosure carrying with it the refuse 
frow the rebel cook house just Outside, 
he helpeddig a well with the shoulder 
Diade of an animal sand a spoon without 
ahandle, The latrer was his dearest 
treasure and whils hiscomraies could 
trade broken Combs and wvuttons with 
him but nothing eould induce him to 
part with his treasnred spoon. He 
joined the gany that worked ontside the 
pen. under guard. at cntting wood and 
was well paid by benefit of 1he change 
asmall plece of meat and a stick of 
wood which he was allowed ty carry in 
at night tocook his earn-cob meal. 

His hed was a hotein the sand with 

no covering save the star-lit heavens. 
ln the worning his toilet was made by 
wringing the dew from his tattered gar- 
nents and patieutly picking from therm 
the vermin and stitching up the rents in 
then with w bone needle of his own 
Inanufacture and anything that would 
answer for thread, upheld by the 
thought ofthe wife at home who by 
spinning all day conld earn fifteen cents 
which paid for one pound of meat. 
* An incident of bis prison life that he 
often mentioned was thal one morning 
some rebel officers came through the 
Prison on a tourof inspection, one of 
whom appeared to be sbmewhat of a 
sport, having adog with him, The boys 
who were very hungry, for meat at 
once organized a Conspiracy to capture 
that dog, whieh they did nnd cooked 
and ate him, Curry being lucky enough 
to get x piece. 

When the gates closed against him 
they shnt iuiurobust man in his prime. 
They closed again Febrnary 26, 1865, 
his happiest birthday, leaving him ont- 
side, a living skeleton in raga with hair 
about eighteen inches long, shaggy 
heard aud a mustache that would tie at 
the back of hisheiuwl: bot exchanged— 
free, 

He was sent to Wilmington. South 





Carolina, thence by stenmer to Annapo- 
lis, Maryland, where he was given 
a snitof Union blue and his ragged 
clothes tossed into the river hefore 
he was permitted to land. He was 
stricken with typhoid fever and sent to 
Baltimore, Maryiand, to Patterson 
Park nespital. When convalescent he 
was removed tu Hicks hospital aud the 
war being near its close. on bis TeCovery 
be was retained ay warden in said hoa- 
pital until hostilities ceased, He was 
mustered out duly 21, 18335 a. Daven- 
port, Iowa, first sergeant by Captain J. 
PP, Parker oil joiued bis fawily at 
their home, in Keokuk counly, a few 
days later, 

He was 2 talentented inusician and i 
Curpenter by trade. Losing his proper- 
ty in unfortunate speculations he left 
lowa and cims with his family to Nor- 
ton conaoty in May 1877. He contested 
the claim tothe abandoned farm where 
Mrs. Curry now resides, but was taken 
ill in January and died March 81, 187s, 
was buried iu the Norton cemetery, the 
first adult laid terest on that hill. 

He wagsa republican in polities, and 
after his death the Grand Army boys at 
Oronoque named their post for him. 

He had been a christian from his 
twenly-first year, a member of the Bap- 
tist church. His wife and children are 
all metnbers of the Christian or Baptist 
chureh. 

After her husabanil's death Mrs. Curry. 
took as ahomestend the farm joining 
the city on the north-east, which place 
his sines been her home. 

Olive Curry was married September 
9, 187 to W.S. Keiser of Keota, Lowa, 
They now reside ut Graton, Soutir Da- 
kuta, near which place they have a 
large wheat farm and hors3 ranch, well 
knownas "The Eik Run tara.” in- 
porting their best horses trot France. 

They have had seven children: Flor- 
ence Daisy, born Ancust 18, 1880° Lola 


Pearl, born April 23, 1882; Charlie 
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Dickens born February 17. 1884: Mary 
Jessie Julia was born July ¥, 1886; 
Myrtle, born December 2, 1888: Nora 
Arden born May 12, 1892: died Novem- 
ber 7, 1892; Willian Samuel, born Sep- 
temler 8, 183. 

Norman A. Johnson was born at Cor- 
linville, MeGonyin county. Tlinois, Feb- 
ruary 7, 1850; moved with his parents to 
Mahaska county, Towa, in 1866; was 
raised on a farin aud attended the vom- 
mon schools. His parents died when he 
was 17 years of age since that time he 


N. A. Johnson. 


has rustled for himself. He came to 
Norton county, Kansas. Septeuber 15, 
1878: went 1o work fer G. H. (Griffin re- 
ceiving 310 per month. In 'Si@ he he- 
gan clerking for Close & Bruner aud re- 
mained with them for five vears, He 
then began Lusiness for himself and has 
continned in business in Nortea and Al- 
mena continuously ever sinee. He has 
always been a republican in politics. He 
was trustee of Center township in led: 
wis elected clerk of district court in 
TS87 and upanunoasly renumitated: in 
ISN$ but was defented. along with the 
balance of the repnblicin ticket. by the 
Farwers' Atliance. He is at the present 





time police judye of Norton and is en- 
gaged in the mmarble business. 

James R, Curry was married to Rilda 
Lockard September 9. 1882, she was 
born ia Coshoctun county, Ohio. May 
12, Is6t. They live on on farm two 
miles éast of Norton, He has always 
tuken in activeinterest in polities as x 
republican and is trustee of Center 
township ut this time. 

They have five children; Ethel Dor- 
tha, born October 12° 1481; Byron Vin- 
cent, born November 24, 1886; Allen 


James Curry. 


Deloss, born January 25, 1889: Orway 
Kenneth, born November 7, 1890; Edna 
Olive., born November 11, 1892. 

Delia S Guery was married Jannary 


1,188! to Norman A. Johnson. They 
have had two children; Clifford Vernon. 
horn May 27, 1883: Louis Dalton, born 
July 14, 1885: died October 6, 1889. 
Homer W. Curry is by occupation 
farmer and ig at present superintendent 
ofthe county farm. He was married 
September 27, 18h2 te Ada Stevens. 
dunghter of D. E. Stevens of Hedgewood: 
she was born at Aplintttun. Butler coun- 
ty, fowa, June 2%, 869 and came with 
her parents to Kansas in 1873: she was 
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known as one of Norton county’s best 
teachers. They have one son, Jesse 
Diek born June 2:, 1893. 

Ulysses S Curry has been a teacher 
for the past three years in the grammar 
department of the Nurtou bigh school, 
He wns a delegate tothe republican con- 
vention. He is a graduate of the Norton 
high school. He was merried December 
31, 1848 10 Maud B. Hazlett. whose fath- 
erlives near Edmond. She was born 





U..S. Cutty: 


dune 11. 1873 in Dallas county, Jowna. 
coiniug to Norton county in 18st: she 
has been well and favorably known jin 
Norton for the past three years. 

Olive and Linnie were also teachers in 
the city schools. while Della taught the 
first term of school in the district west 
of town then known ag the Madden dis- 
trict. 

Charlie and Liunie live with their 
met ber, 

Dey D.Snrith was bern at Port Byron. 
New York, September 16. 1892; invved 
to Ashphering, Michigap, in the spring 


of 1873 and from there to Kansas in the 
spring of 1874, At Waterville, Kansas, 
be met Bert Williatas and came with 
hima 10 Nerton county; he purchased a 
Claim from W. E. Cuse two miles east 
of Norton, che same land is now known 
asthe Snow farm. He returned the 
same spring to Michizau and wiuarried 
Malinda Homlan?, an old schoolmate: 
he immediately retarued to his farm in 
this county anil remained here until 
1882. He then went to Fremont conaty, 
Nebraska, and stayed there one yeur, 
from there to Ewins, Nebraska, where 
he remained five years. He then moved 
to Cottaye Grove, Oregon, where he 
lived for five years: froin there he weut 
to Paul Valley, Indian Territory and re- 
mained a short time, fromthere he went 
to Topeka, Kansas. where he now resides 
and is engaged in farming: They have 
four childrea the oldest two born in 
Norton county, Clarance A, born April 
28, Is76: Williaus E.. November 12. 1842: 
Samuel O. Deceimter 11, 1885, aad Rub- 


- ert R. October 11, 1887. 


Jacob Gorman Porter was born ii 
Highland county. Ohio, March 24. 1344. 
was raised on a farniand received a coui- 
mon school education. He enlisted in 
company D 60 Ohio. infautry and served 
one year. reinlisted in 144 Obio, and 
served a short tie, He was in the bat- 
tle of Crass Keys snd several samaller en- 
gagenments. Hews taken prisoner sr 
Harper's Ferry and taken to Camp 
Donglas at Chicago and exchanged. 

He was quarried iu Gentry county. 
Missuuri. to Adcline MeMullenin Angust 
1372. He cuure ta Notion county. Kan- 
sas.in April 1873, and has lived here eon- 
tinuously ever since. 

Ten children live heen born to then. 
eighi of them all buys, stillliving, Porter 
isone of our successful farmers. He 
Owns eight hundred acres of Innd all 
well stocked aud improved. He has al- 
wiys been a republican watil 1800. bas 
since beeu a pupulist. . 














Francis Marion Lockard was born in 
Coshocton county, Ohio. September 15, 
1855, came to Kansas in June I474. 
taught a three months’ tern) of schvol 
at Neighborville the sume year and 
taught a second term at same place in 
1875. He wasengaged for some time 
in carrying the mail and was afterward 
engaged in the stock business for some 
time. He was elected state senator in 


7888 and served one term: was a candi- 


date for congress in Isv? but failed to 
receive the nomination. 

He wns married to Rose A. Walter 
September 14. ssf She was born in 
Towa November 14. !S05: died at Nor- 
ton July 15, 18¥3. ‘ 

They hai four children. all toys; 
Claude Wesley born Muareh 23, 1856: 
Clarence Arthur born Octoher (2, 1£87: 
Ray Walter born August v0. 1489; Fran- 
eis Dawes born April 14, 1893, 

James Harvey Lockiurd was born April 
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J. H. Lockard, 


I, 1558 in Coshocton county, Ohio: at- 
tended the common sehvol and took one 
terin of three months at Hopedale nor- 
mal school at Hopedale. Ohi; tangent 


one term of school in Ohin in 1877: came 
to Kansas in the springof 1878 and ha« 
been in the live stock and land business 
ever since. Was married to Alice Marsh 
in Dec., 1988: has two children both girls. 
Leone and Velma. He wasa member of 
the city council in 1846 and census enu- 
merator for this district in 1890. 

Robert Allen Lockard was born in 
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R. A. Lockard. 


Coshecton county, Ohio June 23, 1859, 
He came to Kansas and settled in Norton 
Febrnary 14, 187y: has since been en- 
gaged in the live steck and real estate 
business. He was married May 7. 1898 
to Gertrude L. Shaffer: ghe came here 
fram Iowa with her parents in 1879. she 
was born September 17, 1872: they have 
ove childa boy named Arla Lee. born 
at Seward, Nebraska. in 1804. 

Mathias Walter was born in Prussia. 
October 15, 1830: came to America in 
1816 and was narried ta Barbara Wise 
June ib. 861. She was born in Ger- 
many m-1826. Nine children have beea 
horn to them. Five of them lived in 
this county the others died in infancy. 
They came to Norton county in Septem- 
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ber 1878. heir eldest son. John, re- 
turned to Jowa in 1885. He now lives at 
Savunnah. Illinois. Mike, their second 
son, 18 in Califorinia. Peter, their third 
aon, lives at Clinton, Iowa, Rose, their 
eldest daughter, married F. M, Lockard. 
Nettie, the’r youngest child. married H. 
M. Thompson and lives at Colorudo 
City. 

Oliver Jones caine to Norton county, 
Kansas, in the spring of 1876 and took a 
liomestead on the Prairie Dog, adjoining 
Norton on the west, which he sold to the 
Hock Island rail road couipany in the 
spring of 18¥8- he then moved into town 
und built 4 livery hacen on the west side 
and has contiunedin that business since. 
His wife diet! in June 1891: they had five 
children who are all married. Their 
eldest son William, married Amanda 
Gettys; they live in Wroming. Frank 
married Sarah Miller; they have one 
child, Frank lives in Norton and is en- 
gaged in the livery business with Ins 
father, Their eldest daughter, Rose, 
married Gross Page, Their youngest 
daughter Anna, was married November 
11, 1484 to N, L. Johnson. He was born 
November 25. 1854 in Shelby county, 
‘Indiana; moved te Kansas with his 
parents in March 1870, settled in Leven- 
worth cuunty. He went to Colorado in 
1x77 and lived there three years: from 
there he moved to Nerton county, Kane 
sa8, arriving here February 22, 1876: 
homesteaded land five miles northeast 
of Norton, went into the creamery bnsi- 
ness in 1481, ypened up a stock of furni- 
ture iu 1883, and putin a lumber yard in 
1884; sold ous the furniture to Wright 
Bros, in 1885 and quit the lumber yard 
in 3887. He was elected county treas- 
nrer 11/1889 and re-elected in 1891; he is 
ut this time cashier of the Norton Coun- 


‘ly State bunk and chairman of the re- 


publican eounty eentral conimittes, 
They bave three children, Harry aA., 
Mina Ray and Gertrn (not Gertrude), 


Churley Jones, Oliver's youngesb soi 


married Emmi Ames. He lives ona 
farm east of town. 

John Wallace was born in Jefferson 
connty, Indiana, July 7, 1827; wag raised 
ona farm. He had superiur advantages 
in the common schools but never attend- 
ed enilege, At 19 years of age he wen: 
to the trade of mill wright and he sav she 
has been learning ever since. He was 
mnarried December 17, 1846 to Minerva 
E. Duffy the fruits of that nuion were 
three children, but none of them ever 
came to Kinsas: he lost his wife in the 
early tifties and un September 21, 1551 
was married tn ierta A. Towler, 
present wife: from this marriage they 
had nine, children, seven of them still 
living. Alle Hale, therr eldest sun was 
born January 10, 1859; was murried to 
Gnsta Zastro:a Febraary 21, 1990, they 
had one child. Ganev. boru Dezember 
18v!J, died August 1893, Heis ut the 
present tine running the Almena mill 
of which he is owaer. [Te is active as 2 
prohibitionist. That party nominated 
him for clerk of the court in 18¥2 and 
connty elerk in 183, 

Charles C  Wallice was born No- 
vember 17. 1860. He imarried Miss 
Elizabeth Deitz. Taey had two child- 
ren. He died at Noctou Mareh 5, 1S%4, 

James Lincoln Walluce was born No- 
vember v5, 162. He was inrried to Nel- 
ie McCrea November 25, 180. They 
have two ehillren: Enid and Herold. 

He was elected conury clerk in 1835 
and 1887, He teok a course at the 
state university at Lincoln, Nebraska, 
after which he returuel to Norton 
where he was admitted to the har in 
1893. He is at the present time located 
in Cripple Creek, Colorado, where he ts 
making w success of his profession. 

Anna G. was born An:ust 10,1885, was 
married to Dr, Simon Sreelsmith March 
4,1896, Anna was a teacaer in onr 
podblie schools for several years. She 
resid at Abilene, Kansas, at this time, 
They have one child, born April 4, 1394. 
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Artie Cordelia Wallace married Clark 
J. Shimeat September 27,1890. They have 
one child, born December 18, 1812. 

Clark Shimeal was born June 15, 1872, 
came to Kansasin March 1887. He is 
assistant cashier of the First National 
bauk. ‘4 

Jeanie E. Wallace was born August 
12, 1si4 and was married to George A, 
Smith April 2, 1993. They have one 
ehild, born February 24, 1894. 

Ednora Wallace was bora May 12, 
1872 and died September 14, 1875. 

John Wallnee came to Norton county 
September 19, 1876 bringing with bina 
a steam saw till which he set ny at Le- 
ota and sawed ont the Inuber for the 
grist mill which he built at Leota in 
1877. In j8ivthe creek undermined the 
mill soit fell into the stream. He pulled 
it ont and sett up on the clewon four 
miles below Lenora, 

In 1888 he built the Baker - VanMeter 
mill which he sold to Elgar Page in 
the fall of 1883. He leased Dave Close’s 
wili at Norton and run it two years. 
During that time he traded for the mill 
ap the creek, now kon 4s the Van- 
Meter mill; he then traded it for a half 
interest ina mill with T. K. Haushery 
at Bloomington, Nebraska, aod then 
traded it fora farmin the saute vicin- 
itv, He then rebnilt David Close’s inill 
at Norton, putting in 4n eutire roller 
plant. After building the mill for Ar, 
Close he ran it by the wionth: for two 
years and oue mouth, He then pur- 
chased the Almena borrh will aud im- 
medintely changed it to a full roller 
tnill and run it une) the spring of 1801 
when he left itin charz+ of his sun A. (1, 
Wallace. This ends his tilling career 
in Karans, 

He was elected justice uf the peace ut 
Leota in Is7i and elected prolife jndxe 
in 18ts. his opponent was George Lost. 
He was eleosed as a republican and an 
the cuunty sent tixht both. 

In [81 March t7. he left Nerton for 


the coast, went to Kendrick. Idaho, and 
in comypany with his nephew, Wm. E 
Slate, formerly of Norton county, built 
the Kendrick roiler mills and ran it 
one year, then suld out and is now lo- 
cated ona farm two and one half miles 
fron. town. 

LaFuyette HM. Thompson. the young- 
est son of Mark B. and Harriette 
Yhompson, was born on Elkhart prairie. 
Elkhart county. Indiana, on the 20 day of 
Febrnary, 1851. He artended the dist- 
rict school and was ten years old) when 
the war broke out. He helped his fath- 
er work the farm during the euminer 
season audattended school during the 
winter. He attended the Goshen acad- 
emy. conducted by Professor Valois. 
and the Indiana State University. He 
taught four terms of school in In- 
diuna iu what was known as the “Hard- 
serablle” district. He learned the 
trades of miller and printer and clerk- 
ed ina general merchandise store. He 
rend law for a short time with John- 
stou, Osborne and Herr ot Goshen, In- 
diana. He left Indiana in 18748 and to- 
cated at Harlan, Shelby county, lowa, 
where he clerked in the generat mer- 
chandise store of Wyland and Wood, 
and npon their retirevent from busines 
again resumed hig legul studies in the 
office of P. CG. Treiman of Harlan. On 
the “wot day January 1878 he was admit- 
ted to the bar after passing an @xamin- 
ation of two days’ duration, and con- 
ducted by sixof the ablest attorneys at 
the Shelby county bar. He immediate- 
ly commenced practice for himself and 
continued until February i8?9 wheu be 
cume ty Kansas, locating ar Leotu. He 
remained there one year, when he form- 
ed a partnership with M. W. Pettigrew 
and located at Norton. In 1880 he was 
nominated by the republicuns for conn- 
ty attorney, without oppesition, he ant 
Judge Pratt darwing straws to de- 
termine which one should stand for the 
nwiuination; Lafedrew tha long straw 
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ond heuce kuocked the persimmons Tle 
was elected over A. D, Herfurd and 
William B. Rogers. On the 23 day of 
Augtstuf the sime year, he was mar- 
ried to Miss Julian A. Maxwell, daugh- 
teraf Andrew Maxwell of Leata town- 
ship. Mrs. Thoimpsou was one of the 
leading teackers of Nurton county. 
Mr. and Mrs. Thompson have two 
children, Matk B., bern May 23, 1881, 
and Pearl, bora September 18. 7882. 
Lafe. ag he is familiarly known, was 
again eandidere fur the ucmination of 
vounty attorney before the republican 
convention of 1982 but was deleated hy 
Hugh McCredie. He was then tender: 
rd the nomination on the greenback 





L. H. Thompson. 


tigket which was at that time a formid- 
able opposition to republicans in Nor- 
ton county, they electing Hon. L. War- 
het ever Dr. Suith, tha regular repub- 
lican nowinee. Mr. ‘Thompson declined 
to accept the nucwination, saying be 
preferred to retiani in the repablicsn 
Fariy and believed be bad heen fairly 
'eates for the Tomination, At the ex- 


pirution of lis term of oftice he lo- 
cated at Westmoriand, Pottawatomie 
county, Kansas, where he remained for 
about three months; becoming dissatis- 
fied with the location he returued to 
Nortun and formed 2 partnership with 
P. H. Loomis. register of deeds, in the 
Teal estate and law business, 

Daring the year tss¥ the Norton cor- 
uet band was organized, Mr. Thompson 
being one of ihe charter iuembers, its 
first secretary and manipulwor of the 
big bass drum, Febrnary 1884 he-with 
Mr. Loomis ¢stablished tbe Norton 
CitaMpiox aud Mr. Thompson became 
Mts first editor, in rhe same year he 
Was nomuoated by the republicans for 
county attorvey over Hugh McCredie. 
his opponent of two years previons. He 
was one of the delegates to the repnbdli- 
can state convention of 1884 that nomi- 
nated How. John A. Martin for yovern- 
or. He was elected county utturney Ly 
a good majority over derouie C. Bab- 
cock, democrat. Following this election 
as county atlorney he retired frou: the 
editorial management of the CHAMPION 
and wus succeeded by John W. Conway, 
its present editor and proprietor. He 
then DLecame associated with Judge 
Adams inihe land and hiw  busiuess. 
Tn (88 he declined to be a candidate for 
re-eleclinu and was succeeded by lis old 
cowpetitor, Hugh McCredie. [n the 
year of tes? he formed a partnership 
with C.D. Jozes which was dissolved 
ly mutual consent August J888. When 
the Chicago, Rock [-laud and Paciie 
railroad was built into Norton he with 
Mr. Jones was appointed lucal attorneys 
for the read whieh cosition Mr. Tiowp- 
sou bas held ever since with the excep: 
lion of one year. He was selected as 
alternate delegate frum the Sixth con- 
vressional distrier of Kansis tothe re- 
publican convention at Chicago, which 
nominated Benjamin Harrison fur pres- 
ident, He was nominated for county 
attorney fur the third time by ihe re- 
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publieans defeating his old partner, Mr. 


Jones. He was elected over L. H. 
Wilder, democrat. by reven hundred 
and thirty-seven majority, tne largest 
majority ever given any candidate in 
Norton county. He wasavain noininat- 
ed hy the repnblicans in 1890 defeating 
his old competitor, Mr. Jones. He to- 
gether with the rest of the republican 
ticket, was overwhelmed by the populist 
laud slide of 1590 and was defeated by 
his oli competitor, L. H Wilder. whom 
he had defeated two years before by 
such a large majority, Mr. Thompson 
receiving less vo'es in 1840 thau he hed 
majority in 1886. He was temporary 
chairman of the repitblican cougression- 


al convention of the Sixth con- 
gressional district held at Norton 


in 1892 to select delegates to the nation- 
al republican convention at Minneap- 
olis, Minnesota. He was a candidate 
for the nomination of distriet judge for 
the 17 judicial district of Kansas, before 
the republiexn convention held at Ober- 
lin August 29, 18y2. He was the lead- 
ing candidate fromthe start aud held 
the twenty votes for three hnndred 
and €fty-three ballots withont a break. 

when Hon. Geo. A. Spnuldiag of Phil- 
lips county Was Bominated on a combi- 
ation of Phillips, Rawlins and Cheyenne 
counties. He was electgd secretary of 
the republican connty central commit- 
tee, Winch nosition he bolds. He was 
nominated as one of the five conncilinen 
of the city and received the next hirg- 
est vote cast at the city election April 
2, 1864. Ou April 5, ut he was se- 
lected by the Kansas stare repndtican 
league, at Topeka. a delegate at large 
from the state of Kansas te the Nution- 
al republicnn league eonveution to he 
held at Denver, Colorida. June 26. 1x94. 
Mr. Thompson was prowinently men- 
tioned as a cnudidate for the republican 
nominntin for congress froin the Sixth 
cougressional district of Kansas but up- 
on due deliberation declined to become 
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acandidate and igs 10w enthusiasticly 
supporting Norton county's candidate. 
Hion, William Simpson. Mr. Thompson 
isa member of the Masonic fraternity 
and was secretary of Nurton lodge for 
three cousecntive vesrs and wus one of 
the few secretaries of subordinate lodges 
that made reports to the grand lodge, 
and never wade a mistake. He is also a 
memher of the Ancient Order of Uuited 
Workiuen and Degree of Houvor and is 
now holding tne position of forman in 
the former. He was one of the oOriyin- 
atorsaf the Nortun County Agricultur- 
al Association and owas iis first secre- 
lary. 

He was admitted to the supreme 
court Of the stare of Kansas on the 7th 
day of January )890 and has teen be- 
fore that tribunal more or less since his 
admission, Heis also a metber of the 
sttte Bar Associntion, an association 
composed of the leading attorneysot the 
state. Mr, Tnompson has been con- 
spicuously identified with the develop- 
ment of Norton county. He bas been 
prominent in polities always aS a repu b- 
lican. There has not been a political 
campilicn since he came tothe country 
but what he has raken an active part in. 
having canvassed Norton and adjoining 
conuties in behalf of the party he loves 
so well. In his profession he has stood 
with the heads of the bar. He has been 
nnusually successful in the manage- 
nent of his cases and as 8 jury lawyer 
is not excelled by any lawyer in western 
Kansas. His practice has been mostly 
of the line of criminal law and as a pub- 
lic prosecutor, for six years has secured 
more convictions, of criminnsls, in pro- 
pottion to the number prozecuted than 
any county attoruey in Kansas, He 
has been engaged in aluiost every im- 
portant case tried in the courts of Nor- 
ton county on either wne side or the oth- 
er. 

He thinks seriously of leaving Kansas, 
not but what he admires the state and 
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her people, but he does not helieve that 
a Country devoted entirely toagricultur- 
al pursuits the kind of a country to do 
# satisfactory and lnerative law prac- 
tice. In his younger days he became 
addictad to the use of intoxicants, 
which habit grew upon him and became 
the bane of his prospecrs in life for # 
long time. He made houest endeavors 
to quit he peraicious habit aud was al- 
wiys held up by his triends. but the 
cruel vice had fastened its fetters upon 
him and it seen.ed almost impossible 
for hin to break away. December 1891 
he went to Dwight, Iiucis, and 100k 
the Keeley treatment. eraduating, as 
they cnllit, on the 18th day of January 
Jeu. sinve which time notbing of an 
intoxicating mature has passed his lips, 
eveo to sweet cider. He js an enthu- 
sizst on the Keeley treatment and looks 
on the 18 of January 1892 as one of the 
preatest «pachs in his life. He has 
been liberal wiving time and money to 
assist others to take the cnre-aud the 
result in andavout Norion speaks for 
it elf. He tins uo apologies for taking 
tue cure himself and freely says that it 
Was the proudest act of bis life. 

Loms Kossuth Pratt was born in 
Madison county. Olio, on February 14, 
(sf2. He was raised on a farm; uttend- 
ad ihe common schoulg and also a se- 
et school and Witienberg college at 
Springfield, Ohio Afterwards he  at- 
tended college at Coliege Springs, 
fowa, for two years. 

Tn 1869 he left Ohio and removed to 
Page county, Iowa, where be commenc- 
wl studying law, studyicg off and on, 
until 837. In ite meantime be lived 
three years in Mobile, Alabama. He 
went. to Yunkton. Dakota, and from 
there back tu Lowa, iu i876. and resnm- 
wl the study of Jaw. In I877 he deter- 
nine ty locate somewhere in nurth- 
western Kansas, Left Towa yoiug 
through Council Bintls and by rail to 
Hastiugs, Nebraska; and frou there 


across the country to Smith Center. Kan- 
sas. Rematned there acouple of days 
and came to Kirwin. There he mei 

and hada long ialk with Col. W. T. S$. 

May, who strongly advised him to lo- 
cate at Norton. He came to Norton,: 
traveling from Logan with a Mr. Town- 
send. who at thar time lived in Decatur 

county, and afterward died there; reach- 
ed Norton on the evening of October 18, 

1887, and as they caiue over the raise 
from Prairie Dog at night saw about 
ten or fifteen lights winking here and 
there over the town site of Norton. C. 
WW’. Posson kept the Cuminercial , House, 
“the only first class house in the city.” 

It was a log cabin, abous t8x20 with a 

lean-to made out of rough boards in the 
rear, 

He inmediately commenced, or tried 
to commence. the practice of law, but 
there was not very much law to prac- 
tice at that time. The Judge says: 
“The first law suit that I ever remeni- 
ber of trying in my life was one before 
Squire Ellis, on the Sappa, iu December 
1877. Dr. Sinonens was plaiutifi and 
Mr. McGuire was defendant. It was 
one of those justly celebra ed corn 
stulk and buattulo grass cases, The 
whole couurry there was at the trial, 
including quite a delegation from Ne- 
braska, It coumenced raining about as 
S000 as we got over there, aud rained 
all the time we were there. This very 
important suit tuuvk three days to dis- 
pose of and resulted in a verdict of 5, 
is { remember, or 86. for Dr. Simmons. 
It wns tried before a jury. and an un- 
dience of. I should sav, twenty or thirty 
men. Someof them traveled quite a 
sistance tu hear it. The three days 
that we were over there we had the 
heaviest rain that has probably ever 
fallen in that part of the state, from 
thatday to this. [trained continuous- 
ly, night und day. for about three days 
aul ended in a snow storm. At that 
time there was nothivg but sud roots on 
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any building in the country and they all 
leaked like sieves after the tain had 
lasted for perhaps a day. Tue trial was 
opened in Squire Ellis’ house, hut it 
leaked so bait! that we adjourned to 
the schoo! house, aad the result was 
not quite se bud for a while. Every 


once in a while the solemnity of the 








Lo Ke Pratt. 


trial would be broken by whe fall of a 
bneketfull of mud and water coming 
down through the reof and atizhting 
on the table or Somebody's head or lap. 
We only bad one bovk to nse. and that 
was used frequently—the statntes nf the 
Hrent stute of Kansas. We had reat 
tine dodying to keep aut of the way of 
the water amt mul when expounding 
the luw to the justice. 1 presnme that 
the copy of the statutes that is: now in 
town will show blots and bloteles, 
caused by the mud and water dropping 





from that roof, tu this day.” 

Judge Pratt participated in the case 
of the State against Cominings and 
Gandy, and State against Tacha and 
Others, both murder cases, and very 
sensaltonal at that. 

He had something todo. on one side 
or the other, with perhaps a majority of 
the important cases that came up in the 
conuty, and some of cousiderable im- 
portance in the adjoining counties. He 
defended eight or nine nen, who lived 
in Thomas conuty, for killing Louis R. 
Rider. Thecase was entitle State ys. 
Salesbury, et al, Two of the Wilcox- 
sous were defendants, all acquitted. 

L. K. Pratt tevk aun active part in 
politics from the time vf his arrivel 
and wae always u leader on one side or 
the other of all public qnestions. Any 
one that aspired to a public office sought 
his ati and asa rule al) the defeated 
Candidates became His enemies. He 
was a canlidate for the legislature in 
i8$2, buf Dr, Smith wus nominated by 
two plurality. His name was frequent- 
ly mentioned as a candidate for con- 
gress also for judge. Hewas nomina- 
ted and elected district judge in 18835 and 
was renomiaated in 188 but G. Weld 
Bertram was elected. A faction of the 
party refused tosupport Pratt and ran 
S. D. Deeker against bin. Decker had 
heeu noiniuated by a boluing convention 
at Atwood. This split in the repub- 
lican party enabled the democrats to 
elect Bertram. their nominee. Pratt 
was an able lawyer and wade a mistake 
in yoing into politics: not that he was 
not as goo uschemer as the average poli- 
ticiin., but, to use the common slang 
phrase, ‘his schemes never panned ont.” 
Dowestic troubles led tu a separation 
between him nod his wife in 800 Tmt a 
revoncilintion was  elfected betweeu 
them afterward ind they have since re- 
murried and are now living happily. 

They had three children, One of 
them died and was buried in the Noer- 
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fon cemelers. The other two. Laura 
and Harry, live with their parents in 
Denver. In 1891 he opened an office in 
Deuver aud moved there: he is now as- 
sistant city attorory of the city and is 
prospering finuneially. 

Moses W. Pettigrew wag born on a 
farm in Prown connty, Dlinois, April 27, 
1855; moved to Iowa in 18" and to Kan- 
sas in 1872; he received » common school 
and business edneation, studied law and 
wag adinitted tothe bar April &. 1374. 
Hecame to Norton Febrnary, 1878 and 
in Noveinber of that year was elected 
vonnty attorney. Fstablished the Norton 





M. W. Pettigrew. 
Advance about May of 1878 and publish- 


ed it nearly-two years. The principal 
proseentions while he was county attor- 
uey were Cunimings and Gandy. for 
nurder of John Landis. Wyitt for the 
tuurder of Chas. Mintnus. whom he con- 
vieted of niurder ia the first dexree. also 
prosecuted several cases fiinu Decatur 
county for murder but failed to convict, 
the Wheelers were in it. During his 
term allot Kansas, weet of Norton county 
Was attached for judicial purposes and 


each term of court saw a wealth of the 
hone and sinew of the “‘deestrick” sent 
up for ‘hoss stealin.” He says we aver- 
aged fully aduzen per year and being on 
the border of Nebraska aud Colurade in 
nearly each ease a requisition was neces- 
sary. ; 

There was an organized gang in De- 
eatur enunty Which was broken up and 
driven out by Pettigrew and Jack Con- 
arty during their term of office. He 
thinks the prosecution of Cummings 
would have termiuated differently it 
some of thoir Witnesses had not been 
spiritel away, By this he means O. T. 
D. LaRue. 

Pettigrew was active in politics from 
the time of his arrival here. but the re- 
publicans got the impression that he 
was tricky and were afraid of hin. Fis 
inanipulaticn of what is known as the 
Clark convention iu 1881, at the time 
Little and Shoemaker were nominated 
was the straw that broke the camel's 
back, Although Pettigrew had no more 
to do with that than Ed Hoverson and 
Jumes Lobsirz. It is the opinion of the 
writer that the nominations in that eon- 
vention were fairly ade but the action 
of the chairnium, Rev. Clark, in refusing 
to permit x division when culled fur by 
Wallace Harmensoo and afterward re- 
fused to eutertain an appeal from the 
ruling of the chair which was clearly 
wrong, gave the oppusition a pretext for 
a bolt which they used effectively. de- 
feating all the ticket except Vining for 
sheriff, and be was only saved by the 
weukness of his oppuneut, Mr. Georne 
Thompson, who sinee that time has been 
known by the name of Tecniuipseb's 
cousin, au appelkition be received be- 
canse of some of his spiritnmalistic dreauis 
he told during the campaign, 

Pettigrew left her@ inthe spring af 
PS82 and was lucatsat for suine years at 
Sundance, Wyoming: atter leaving here 
duapestic trouble led to i separation and 
diverce Detwoen lin and duis wife: fee 











has since married and lives at this time 
at Marysville, Wyoming, and 1s practie- 
ing law, The following politicul history 
is here given as he writes it: 

“One bit of political history of Norton 
county that has never been published 
was in reference to :he establishing of 
party nes. This was done the summer 
of 1878. Prior to that tume it was Nor- 
ton or Levta pure and simple. 1 urrived 
in Norton in February, )873 and soon 
tumbled to the situation. There were 
two factions of the Norton party, but 
the under party would always stay with 
Norton, as against Leota, It was easy 
to be seen that a coalition between the 
sinaller Norton faction and the Leota 
would suceced, hence. after discussion. 
Albert Graves and myself drove over to 
Leoia one pleasaut day and explaining 
the situation to Dr. Green, Newt. Cope 
and Alexander Morrison, we soon had 
the republican party of Norton county 
formed and pou terms which we then 
arranged, and I want to say that ueither 
crowd ever violated any of the stipule- 
tions then made. but worked harmonious: 
ly and successfully together and forever 
juried the towusite question.” 

Edward I’. Hugill come here in 1875; 
he was by profession a teacher, taught 
school ut Lenora and other places in the 
county and was for a short tine editor 
of the Norton County Bee. He went 10 
the Black Hills in 1578 aud was iuarried 
.at Deadwood in INv¥. He was elected 
county snperintendent at Deadwood, 
Dakota, in iss2 but died before the ex- 
piration of his term: his wife was ap- 
pointed to fill the vacauey, 

Solomon Peak was born November 25, 
19436, in Morrow county, Ohio: he moved 
to Iowa in 1865. He volunteered in 
company HA, Second Iuwa infantry (this 
wis General James B. Weaver's reji- 
ment), Afterthe war he returned ty 
Towa where he reniained on « furm a 
short time: in 1865 he moved to Kausas 
and settled at Atchison; he was in 





southern Kunsas one year and Coloradn 
one year, In (869 he went on the range 
asa buffalo hunter with headquarters 
at Fort flays and Grinnell. In 1872 he 
was tunrried to Elizabeth Kenly, They 
then moved to Norton country and touk 
a homestead on the Solomon two miles 
west of where Lenora: now stands. He 
followed buffalo hunting on the plains 
of Kansas, Nebraska and Colorado until 
1876. The buffalo having all left here 
at that time. he started fora year's 
hunt in the Pan Handle country, or 
What is known as the staked mains of 
Texas. He lost his health on this trip 
and was a long time in the hospital at 
Fort Worth, Texas. This hunt was not 
a success financially. He returned i0 
his farm in 187%, and@ has ever since 
given wis entire time to farming and 
atock raising. They have had two 
chiklren, one of these is dead. the other 
one, Nellie, was born February 14, 1874. 
She now lives at home with her parents. 
His father-in-law, John M, Kenly, came 
here in 1873 and has remained here 
most of the time since. He makes his 
home at this time with Mr Peak. 

Ole Peterson, whe went by the pame 
of Hausen, came here with Mr. Peak in 
1872 and took a claim on the Solomon: 
he remained here until 1874, be then 
went to Sidney, Nebraska, where he 
still resides. 

Andy O'Hare also came with Mr. 
Peak. He was born in Massachusetts: 
was in the regular army: he took the 
land west of Lenora. now kuown as the 
Epperson farm, in 1876. He married 
Jolin MeGeary’s danghter. She cied in 
1870; shortly afterward he married her 
sister, He left herein i882 and went 
to Brown county. He was afterward. 
for some years. a guard at the state 
penitentinry at Lansing. Kansas, 

Morgnu Hansen came here from Rooks 
county in 1872, and took land on the 
Solomon west of Lenora; he had fol- 
lowed buffalo hunting for several years 
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previous; he wore long biuir which was 
& prevailing custom amoug hunters. 
He was known on the range as Long- 
haired Jesus, His wire is the only wo- 
man who lived on the Solomon west of 
Kirwin iv the winter of 1872; her christ- 
lan name was Lenore, so when the post- 
oflice was established So! Peak gave it 
the name of Lenora, suppusing that to 
be her nume. Hansen went to Texas on 
a buffalo huot im 1876 and his wife fol- 
lowed him the next yeur, they have 
never returned to this county. 

Nate Andes, who was a relative of 
Hansen, came with pim and took a 
claim On Marsh creek in 1873;,be was 
killed by Indians ow the Republican in 
Ist4 and was brought back and buried 
on Sol Peak’s farm, two adles west of 
Lenora. 

Jack Mudlock. another buffalo hunter, 
caine here in 1872, he took the Jand on 
the Solomon now owned by Christian 
Miller, He lett in 18v7 and went to the 
Black Hills and has never been heard 
from in this © autry siuce. 

George W. Brock came in 1872 and 
fouk lund near Peak’s on the Solomon, 
He was the first postmaster at Lenora. 
He left in $874 and went te Towa. 

S. C, Sedoris came jin 1872 from Ken- 
tucky aud settled on the Solomon at the 
mouth of Marsh creek. He was 
known by the earlf settlers as “Old 
Kentuck” He was secoud postinaster 
at Lenora: the mail carriers sometimes 
called him old “Tige,” beenuse of his 
universal habit of growling everytime 
the mail passed. He never brought his 
family to this country: he sold out to 
McEnroe iu 1si6 or 1873 and went to 
Texas where he dived at last necounts, 

Lawrence K. DuBois, with his three 
seus, Geurge E.. Albert W., and Hi rau 
Wilmot, and his two sons-in-luw, Will 
Hendrvicks aud Joe Parker, came in 
September, 1804, from Appinoose 
tounty, Iowa, They all live in. this 
county at this time except Parker, who 
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left in 1879 and now lives in Missouri, 
Willis Hall Hendricks was porn in 
Appanoose county, Iowa, September 
16, 1656; raised on a farm, removed with 
his parents to VanBuren county, in 
1857. Elecame to Norton county in 
April is74. and located on tle south- 
east quarter of section four, township 
tive, range twenty-four on Elk Creek, 
where hestill resides. He has been a4 
successful farmer anil stock raiser ever 
since; was trustee three years of Lenora 
township; was elected coninissioner for 








W. H. Hendricks. 


the third district in 


1892. defeating 
Pogue, republican. He has always 
been a third party man casting his first 
vote for General Weaver for presideut 
in 1880. 

He was warried June 11, 187de At 
eixhleen years of age to Miss Dorn Ann 
DuBois, at Cawker Ciry, They have 
tive children, two boys and three 
Abrun Allen, born June #1, 
Lois Myrtle, barn February 8, 1877: 
Clara Belle, born Febrnary 17, ste: 
Maryette, born January 31, 1881; Clar- 
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His wife was born iu Wisconsin, July 
10, 3856. 

The Duulap family came here in 1875 
frou lowa; they bad moved to Lowa 
from Canada in 167, They all took 
laud on the Sotomon west of Lenori, 
Gabriel Dunlap. Sr.. and wife ure horh 
dead, Mr. Dunlap died in 188 and the 
old lady in 1892. Jim. their eldest son, 
mariied a Miss Thompson at Lenora in 
1880 and in 1682 they moved to Colorado 
where they still reside. Gabriel Dun- 
lap, Jr.. was horn November 12, 1951, 
vo February 14. 1882. he auarried Catha- 
rine -MeEnrve: they have had seven 
children, three of them still living. 
John Dunlap lives at Almelo: his wite 
died Apml 3. 0Sul. William Dunlap 
lives west of Leuora on the Solowon. 
Mr. Dunlap’s second dangliter. Auna, 
matried John Lunney May 27.0 IST4. 
He was bore in Irehond, January 3, 
1s3l, came fo America in i862 und set- 
tled in Norton county, Mareh IX, 1st. 
Mr, Lrnneg is one of the most prosper- 
ous farmers of the county, he ownes SU0 
acres of land and isanextensive muser of 
alfuta. They have seven children, 
three buys and four pirls, 

Juines Galees was boru in Treland in 
Maren, 1838, caine te America li IN, 
lived for a time in Negy Jersey: went to 
Canuula in o8dt. le beeute acquainted 
with the Dunlap fainily and on Novein- 
92, 1862, he married their eldest daugh- 
ter, Mary; came ty Jowa ww 1867 und to 
Norton county ia Usha ul) settled on 
the Soloman in Ahuel:tuwnship, They 
had six children. tive of them: still living. 
Mrs. Galees and ber eltlest danuchter 
were burned to death in a prairie tire in 
1Wi8. Mr, Galves und the other child- 
ren. two girls and three boys, still live 
un the homeste:i un the Sudetiert, 

Jnzeph Wilken was dort in ie da 
EXO pirnl went te the waris P68 and 
remained in serviee wmutil tha: close of 
the war: came to Kausas iu PX nud 
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Davis county: took a homestead i 
Osborne county in 1870; he arrived in 
this connty June 7, 19:3. and took a 
claim on Marsh eresk and las lived here 
continnonsly ever since. He has never 
married. He owns 400 acres of land 
and has a nica heard of cattle. 

Christian Miller caine here in 18.4 
and bought the Jack Matlock claim 
where he still lives. He was born in 
Germany, December 16, Ist: cunne to 
America in 1829 and settle in Chio 
where he rennained far ten years; he 
then moved to Michigai here he ro- 
Indined until he came tu Kaners. Mr. 
Miller has the finest orchard in the 
county aud raises all kinds of fruit suc- 
cessfully, 

The town of Spring City was started 
in the fall of 1874, where Leuora now 
studs: the postoflice, named Lenorz. 
liad been established in the spring of 
1571, two miles west of the present 
townsite, When the town was estab- 
lished Sedoris woved the oltice rhere. 
but only held it ashorr time when A. 
Hendricks was appointed. Mr. Hen- 
dricks aft.ouce utienpted to have the 
niume of the office changed to Spring 
City. tut the department declined to 
Take the change for the reason that 
there were so many offices by that and 
sintilur iamies, so in 1876 the town cou- 
pany changed the name of the towu 
from Spring, City to Lenora to corres- 
pomd with the postottice, 

Toe wld Spring City town conipany 
consisted of A. S. Burroughs, George 
W. Hood. O. J. Burwell, G. N. Chees- 
nag inn Charles Lansing. They built 
a loy store huilding 2x40 and expected 
aan from Cawker City to put in a 
stock there that fall, lmtafter the gris - 
he: pers made their appearan which 
ecvurred in Atcust, ESTs, the merchant 
filed tu qgeme. ‘The next yeu A. Hen- 
dvicks put in a steck of general mer- 
chandise in the loz house ind became is 
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member of the town company. This 
was the first store started at Lenora, 
nid in fact the first in the county out- 
side of Norton uud Leota. 

Abram Hendricks came here from 
Jowain I75. He was elected county 
surveyor in 1877 aud has held the oilice 
uf justice of the peace nearly ull the 
time siuee his arrival here. His in- 
texrity and sounl business sense eom- 
mend bia favorably to his neighbors 
aud make him u leader in his town- 
ship. In polities he is independent with 
strong democratic proclivities. 

Charles Lansing came from Michigan 
in 1873: he built the stone hotel ut Le- 
nora in 1880, whieh he operated for some 
time. He went to Oregon in 2884 where 
he still resides, 

Anos S, Burroughs econiehere in 1874. 
flis wife taught the first school«n the 
Solomon west of Lenore.  Burronghs 
Was active iu politics during nis resi- 
dence in this county. He was electel 
county connnissioner on the Leota ticket 
in 1876 and reelected in isi. He was 
the demoeratic nominee for renresenta- 
tive in 1S80 but was defeated by Albert 
Graves, Although unfriendly to Nor- 
ton in the county seat matters his actions 
#s county commissioner were fir and 
impartial, and ke retained the friend- 
ship of the Norton parti«tns at all Utes; 
He Jef this ceomuty in 1853 and moved 
fu Denver where he lived for several 
Yestre: stnes leiving there his wife died. 
He and lis only ciilt now live at 
Colmunbn~, Ohio: ha is apainter by trade. 
He waain the war und belonged to a 
Michigan cavalry regiment. 

Uuele Dan MeCiaren another old set- 
Ner on the Soluinen, whom we have pre- 
Viously mentioned. died on Christmas 
dav 1803 near Lise City, Idaho, 

Charles Lathrop came froin Lowa in 
Sos: built the mill at Lenora in 187), 
He sellout aud left Norton couuty im 
esd umd weut ro California. 

Pete Bacon come to this county in 





187-t and settled on Lost creek two miles 
south of Lenora. He was a Wad man: 
while under the influence of liquor he 
would frequently ride into the saloons 
horse back, and many other things equal- 
ly ridiculuus, He always carried a 
pistol in plain sight but did all his slot 
ing with his month. All the bDiacklers 
and horse thieves that cane through this 
county were mule weleumeuat his house. 
He lett herein the early eighties and 
went to Texas and afterward went to 
Arizon. He and his wife parted after 
they left thiscounty and it was reported 
at one time tbat he was dead but the re- 
port was nover confirmed. 

George W. Hood caine to this county 
frou Michigan in $873, He was a can- 
didate for the legisliture ou the Leota 
ticket in 1877, but was defeated by J. 
R. Hamilton. He returned to Michigan 
in 1834. and is running a basket factory 
at Flint in that state at this tine. 

George N. Cheeseman was born in 
Enghind, January 3, 1819, came to 
America with his parents iu 1838S and 
settled in Nlinoia. He received a cem- 
mnon school education and tovk a course 
in the graded schools at Shannon, Iili- 
Nois: in 1871 he moved to Grundy county. 
Towa. und was marrie! there January 
28, INT3. to Addie E. J. Giller: she was 
born iu Buchanan county, Towa, Febru- 
ary 21, 2653. 

Mr. Cheeseinan came to Mitchell 
county, Kansas, in November, 1873, and 
to Nortou county in the spring of It} 
aud settled on section 17. township 5, 
range 23, where he still resides. During 
the tirst two yeurs he luted buitile 
and broke praizie, built a house, etr. 
During the caunty sent contest he was a 
Levtaiman, Iu Octobec, 1878, a prairie 
fir) burned over is farm aid dlestroved 
all his iuprovements excent bis lamse. 
In polines Mr. Cheesenian has always 
been a republican antil: S00, since that 
tine be has been a populist. He has 
held nearly all the township ofieas ia 
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his township and has been a mewhber of 
the school board since the organization 
of his district. Mr. Cheeseman has a 
finely improved half section of land, 
well stocked with Galloway cattle and 
fine Norman horses, Ten children have 
been born ty them; five of them dead. 
He has av adopted son, named Willie 
Richards, burn March 22, 1874. 

The career of Mr. Cheeseman is a fine 
illustration of what may be accomplished 
in the spxceof acomparatively fesy years 
by steady and persistent industry and 
good maungement; to suck men us he 
northwestern Kansas is indebted for her 
present prozperons condition. 

Linus Fuller Warner was born in the 
townof Kent, Vitehfield counry, Con- 
necticut, March 2%, 1822, he atteruled the 
commun schools; at the nge of 18 he be- 
gan to learn the trade of a carriage 
inaker. He went to York state 1542 
and to Michigan in 184, He was 
an enyineer on a steamboat ou the lakes 
for four years, he then opened a black- 
smith and wagon shop at St, Joseph, 
Michigan, which he operated until 1864 
wheu he volunteered in the Seventh 
eMichigan cavalry and went as captain 
of company B. His regiment served 
during the balance uf the war asa part 
of Cnster’s brigade. He fought mevery 
battle the army of thg Paromic was en- 
gaged in except Gettysburg. He was 
promoted to major in 1864. His colonel 
was on detnched service and his lien- 
tenant colonel was iu Libhy prison, 
which left the major in conmiand of 
the regiment for two rears. 

At the time Generxl Lee surrendered 
Major Warner was the first to see the 
flaz of truce. He nt once notified his 
commanding officer, Genera! Custer, 
who in honor of the event. invited the 
mujor te be present when Lee formally 
surrendered to Grrent. Duriug the 
time of the envazement in frout of 

Richmond, which opened on March 31 
and ended Abril 30, the major in com- 


mand of his regiment was in the frout 
ranks all the time. 

Major Warner renmined in the service 
until April, 1866, after the grand re: 
view May 22, 1865, ie was stationed at 
Fort Collins, Colorado. Inu October. 
1865, he was transferred from the 
Seventh cavalry to First Michigan vet- 
@rau cavalry as their tirst major. In 
November, Is66, he was ordered to re- 
port at Fort Leavenworth to General 
Dodge. Fle was afterward ordered to 
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join his regiment at Salt Lake, but ili 
health prevented him frou so doing. 
In April, 1867, he resigned and went 
home: in 3868 he was elected sheriti of 
Berrien county, Michigan, and held the 
office two ternis. 

He came to Kansas in June, 1880. and 
settled ut Almenn,. He was elected to 
the legislature us a greenbaeker in 1882 
from this county, defeating Dr. Sith. 
the republican nomisee. In 1884 be 
was the fnsion nominee for state senator. 
but was defeated at the polls by HI. 5. 
Granger, of Phillips county, the repub- 
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hean nominee. He was the nominees of 
the democrats and greeub:uckers for the 
legislature iu 1886, but was defeated by 
D. B. Knney. He was chairman of the 
populist delegation from this county to 
the state convention at Wichita in 282 
and voted for Lewelling for governor. 
Major Warner was a repnblicau until 
Peter Cooper becume a candidate for 
president on the greenback ticket in 
1876. since that time he bus been a third 
party nan, He was married in Novein- 
ber, 1842, to Elisabeth Hall, 

When in the legislatura Warner 
voted for Thomas R Barns for United 
States senator, who was a fellow mem- 
ber of the honse at the time from Jet- 
ferson county and a repnblican: Bayne 
himself voring for Jolin A. Martin. 

Major Warner's two children bad pre- 
ceded him to this country. Joho, his 
SOU. was postmaster at Almena during 
Cleveland's first term, and now resides 
near Almena on a farm. His daughter 
is the wife of Eng-ues Payne, who 
rau a harness shop in this city in former 
years, 

Waler L. Kerr waz born. ar Poland, 

, Ohio, Febrnary 77. 148. He was the 
fourth sou of Rey. Joseph and Mary 8. 
Cauldwell Kerr. Came to Jefferson 
county, Jowa, with his parents when 
SIX years of age:rgevived a common 
school education and attended the Fair- 
field University; he learned the black- 
smith trade: came west and after living 
for a short time in the territeries settled 
in Nentaha county, Kansas, in J874, bat 
vnly lived there a few years: he then 
woved to Marsball county und from 
there ta Jewell county. He was in 
the mnereantile and blackswithing busi- 
tess there. He vamie tu Nurton county 
MM O8S8h. homestenading ihe northeast 
qarter of section 9 township 4, rauge 
4. even miles sonth and one west of 
Norton, acid nas resided thergever since. 
He wes married at Scranton, Osage 
Cenuty, Kausas, November 3, 187%. to 


county. Five children have been born 
to them, two boys and three girls, all 
living. Mr. Kerr was a republican until 
1890, bas since Leen a populist. He was 
elected to the levislature in 180z, de- 
feating Rev. Vance, the republican 
nominee. Wheu the legislative troubles 
caine on he atiliated with the Duns- 
more house. but came ino the legal 
house of representutives and reognizad 
with Speaker Douglass after the famous 
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supreme court decision. known as the 
Goun cuse.” Tiris decision was to the 
effect that the Dansmore house bid no 
standing in law. While we think Mr. 
Kerr's course while a member of the 
legislature was clearly wrony, yet it ap- 
peurs to meet the approval of bis purty. 
In the senatorial election of 1803 he 
cust hix vote fur Jobin Martin. 

Willinm Schoeley Gray was born in 
Mouruos county, Ohio, Juve 10, 1823. 
He was the oldest ehild of a family of 
uine Children. His purents settled ia 
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the wilds of Monroe eounty in 1827, 
where he was burn. There lLeing but 
few iuhabitnats in that county for a 
number of veurs after settling there. 
schools during his boyhood days were 
Iut few aud far between. hence his 
pareuts were unable tu give him the ad- 
vantage of a common sciiool education, 
After clearing up a farm in Monroe 
county, Ohio. his father sald ont und 
moved to Jay county, Indiana. in the 
fallof 1835. Mr. Gray went with his 
parents to that state and remained with 
them until after he was of ave. In the 
fall of 1851 he was married to Mary Li. 
Lewis of the same county. Vhey had 
four children born to them, three boys 
and one girl, the two youngest, a hoy 
wud girl, died in their infancy. The 
two oldest, Alonzo P., was born Novem- 
ber 29, 1x53, he is warried snd lives at 
Battle Creek, Michigan, he is 1 conduc- 
tor an the Grand Trupl: railroad. 
Arthur D., bis second son, lives in 
Cunden, Indiana, he was born June 2, 
1858. he is unmarried and is in the 
plumbing business in the gus fields in 
Jay county, Indiana. In the spring of 
1860 Mr. Gray and family left Jay 
eéunty and xetiled in Battle Creek, 
Michigan, where he worked at the ear- 
penter and joiner’s trade for a nmunober 
of years. In September, 1884, he left 
Battle Creek for the west, came fo Le- 
nora ii October of the same yeur; he 
worked at his trade and ran the 
Lenor Monitor until January 1, 
1890, when he seitled in Norton, where 
he now lives. 

From 1850 to 1860 he was an active 
worker in the anti-slavery movement, 
He was connected with the under. 
ground road in concealing and tunning 
off slaves from their masters to Cauada. 

His wife died in May. 18S%,in Buttle 
Creek. Mich. He remained a widower 
until January (8. ised. when Le married 
Lucinda Dew, widow of Amos I. Dew: 
they settled in Norton county in the fall 


of 187%, Mr. Dew died April 8. 1801. 
Mr, Gray has been an avtive member 
of the Knights of Labor since June, 
1882. He has been a corminissioued 
organizer of that order since 1884. and 
bas been district master workman for 
the past seven years. He isa member 
of the general assembly of the Knight 
of Labor, Politically he was formely 
a republieno, but left the republican 
party in 1872 and joined the greenback 
purty, aud is now a populist. Religious 
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ly he is a liberalist; he has no sympathy 


for creeds and dogmas, he has full faith, 


in a coutinuous life beyoud the portals 
of death. He believes in the final salva- 
tion of all. 


In J8u0 Mr. Gray was nominated as a. 


Knight of Labor and elected probate 
jndge of Norten county. und in 1&2 he 
Was agitin nominated for that position 
by the peoples party, and elecied for the 
secoud term. 

Peter MeCrea was born in Galloway: 
in the south part of Scotland, Auynst 
(827, was raised on, a larve sheep farm: 
his brother's family still live on the 
sume farm. Ele received an education 
at the Douglass ncadeiny. When a boy 
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he became quite an expert in all the 
ontduar games of quoiting, bowling and 
curling and was taken into all the coun- 
ty matches; when twenty years of age 
he won the single handed Caledonian 


wold medal in one of the crack clubs in. 


the south of Sentland and kept it for 
two yearsin succession. When leav- 
ing for America in 1852 he was given 
a public dinner in the King’s Arms Inn, 
Newton Stewa.t, by the curlers of the 
section (curling is the great Caledonian 
game played onthe ice, and resembles 
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hiiliards on a large scale.) He secured 
an apprerticeship to the drug business 
in Glasgow:eunie to Canadain 1862, 
located iu London, then Cunada West. 

He married Mary P. Beattiein i834. 
Their daunghters. Mrs, Anni Kimball, 
Mes. Frauk Road and Mrs. H. Kirkpat- 
tick were born in London. He moved 
to Cluverport. Kentucky, in 1863, @ur- 
ing ihe war. where W.R. McCrea was 
Lornin 19. At the eluse of the war 
he suld his furta to an Oil] cawpany in 
St Lunis uad then moved to Washington 
county, Thidiana. eat Salein, where 
Mrs. Jamea L. Wallace was born. In 


1868 he sold outand moved to Mianhat- 
tan, Kansas, where he clerked for some 
time for Higinbotham & Purcell, then 
formed a partnership with the Rev. 
Alexander Sterrett, of the Presbyterian 
church there, and bought a Jarge herd 
of Merino sheep, two shousand head 
vame from Saginaw county, Hliuois, 
wiutered there the firat winter back of 
Agricultural college Mauhattan. Next 
spring tbey bad only four bundred head 
left. After shearing them he brought 
the balance of the herd to Cloud coun- 
ty, settled at ihe mouth of Sale creek, 
near Lawreveeburg. Fiostile bands of 
Indians were then roaming all over the 
country. A company of soldiers froin 
Fort Riley was then stationed at Lake 
Sibley. 

In [87U he attended the county con- 
yention which was held in Captain 
Sander’ssaw mill between Luke Sibley 
aud where the town of Concordia now 
is. Every delegate almost without ex- 
ception wore a large navy revolver 
strapped around his weist and vever 
tuok them off. The couvention was 
held in the open shed around the saw 
mill. He was elected justice of the 
peace in 1871. His first ease was hold- 
ing an examination on Dan Lussader 
for murder, he having shot und 
killed a friend of the McNulty fatuily, 
who hud jumped one of Dan's claims. 
The MeNulty party was determined on 
lynching Lusseder. but Dan was 2 mietn- 
ber of the Methudist church and they 
all turned out armed to defend him. 
The excitement in Clyde was very Sim- 
ilar to what it was in Noprton when 
Capt. Landis waa killed. In 1872 be 
sold the farm at Lowrenceburg and 
commenced business at Clyde with 
Frank MeNulty, drugs and groceries. 

Mand. now Mra. N. A. Davis was 
horn at Lawrenceburg. The jusnce 
of the peace business become so press- 
inyin Clyde that he opened a store 
room, titted it up for a court room aud 
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kept ifopen all the time. He would 
often have from five to ten cases every 
week. He had several interesting suits 
against some of Our townsmen vow liv- 
ing in Norton, which they no doubt re- 
member very well. Gertrnde. who is 
now at home with her parents was born 
in Civde. In 187s he moved with his 
stock of drugs to Norton, to use his 
own words, ‘“heing induced greatly by 
some Correspondence I had with W. LB. 
Rogers. to move there, who very kind- 
ly alowed my family to live in part 
of his stone residence until I got the 
drug store bnilt. The tewn company 
Charged me 825 for the lot, W. B. 
Jones and Frank Williams did the car- 
penter work, got our cottonwood Jun- 
ber from Lige Collins’ saw mill, and 
we couli only get n few bvards each 
day. The pine lumber, windows etc. 
Jesse Wright. John Defliubazdiand an- 
other party, whose name I have ‘forgot- 
ten, went with three teauns to Hastings 
after and were gone ubout six days.’ 

Mr. McCrea wis ouly here # short 
time ontil he was elected justive of the 
peace. An account of ull the cases of 
celebrity tried before him would make 
an interesting book in itself. 

One peculiar trait of the squire that 
all unsuceessful lawyers before him dis- 
covered, was that the Htigant best able 
to Clear the ducket of eusts Wis the vic- 
tim, No wrangler before him ever 
attempted todeny his judicial ability, 
but amurinurs were nitered ayainst bis 
sense of honesty, A ytuiil esse is often 
recited to give color ty this opinion: 
Thoinag Taylor, «a Nebraska faruier 
joining the Nansas line, was rhouting 
qnails on bis own farm and once the 
covey flew ont of his Kun range into 
Kansas, lighting on Do 2, Blanding’s 
farm. The Nebraskan wWeai over to 
show therm back again DBbouliug bad 
him arrested, and, before Squire McCrea, 
failed to prove that a shot was fred; dnt 
the wily justice held, in overruling 4 de- 


murrer. that “he was in pursuit and 
hence guiity of the Charge of killing 
game against the statute nade and pro- 
vided.” With all the charges made by 
the pittifoggers very rarely was the 
justice's decisions reversed by a higher 
tribunal, 

McCrea did a big basiness in drugs, 
his principal commodity being whisky, 
soli Of course for medical purposes. 
The famous miracle of transforming 
water jaro wine was duplicated by the 
wizard, if wholesale merchants tell 
the truth, An ecasteru house had 
senthim a barrel of whisky. and failing 
to pay for itthey dunned him; he wrote 
thei it was not the kind he ordered and 
was here subject to them. They asked 
hi to return it, he did sound upon ex- 
Anination they found the material mis- 
teriously changed to water, aud evary- 
body knows there was no rain in west- 
ern Kansas at that time, 

In 1882 McCrea, on experienced 
shepherd, went down on his farni with 
abort 8) sheep moritaged for $1,400. 
This country has proven a failure as far 
as the sheep industry is concerned, and 
it tuuk a genins of Peter's Order only a 
short time to verify the tradition that 
sheep will not thrive in this Country, 
When the mortgagee came ror settle- 
ment or the sheep, he was taken toa 
hish mountain, a becatomb of pelts and 
bones. and asked to foreclose: winter, 
svab and he could do their worst. 

The mortgugee saw the remnins of 
uearly all his sheep in this sorry pile su 
left in disgust. Later it was discovered 
that u great brush heap was veneered 
with a few carcasses, and that the Nor- 
ton buteher shop had been suphlied with 
abundance of mutton. 

Aga citizen, Norton had only a few 
wen more public spirited, aud he wus 
in the push in the upbuilding of the city. 

He was the fiuest Checker player this 
county ever contained, having played all 
comers to their utter discomfiture. 
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and by mail playiag the bést checker 
pluyers in America. He never lost but 
one match game in this city, that with 
Prof. Fitzpatrick, of Leavenworth, and 
that was an impromptu game when he 
hud been ont of practice. 

He is now in Cripple Creek where he 
hug a valuable water privilege, also 
some valuable mines expected to be de- 
veloped into a fortune, 

Will R. McCrea, his only son, was 
eilucuted in the city schools, and learned 
the printer's trade with Beckett & 
Gowdy in the Norton Advance office. 
fa i883 he boughs a bal iuterest in the 
Courier, later buying out bis painer, J. 
Ht. Simmons, which paper he ran in this 
city nutil shortly after the fire im 1ssd 
when he sold out tu F. M. Duvall. W. 
R, MeCrea then went into the drug 
business here. and finding it unprolita- 
tle, left for Colorado City where he 
established the News. ran it for a few 
vears.then left for the gold fev red Crip- 
ple Creek. there establishing the Prospee- 
tor, sold out andafter atime »entinto the 
publication of a daily, the Morning 
Journal, with a hig stock company at 
that city where he now is prosperous. 
He is married and bis two children, 

P. H. Loomis was born January 5, 
1844, in Cheymung county, New York, 
and removed with iis parents to Howard 
connty. Iowa. in the sunimer of 1835, 
where he lived notil the fall of 1857. 
when he reaoved to Plymouth, Cerro 
Gordo conaty im that state, and en 
saged in the drug bnsiness. He re- 
Minined there bnt two years, having 
sticcess the first year but failing the 
Uext, 

He received a good common school 
elnecation in bis home district and be 
gan teaching school when seventeen 
yeurs of ave, afterward altendiug one 
tert ati private schoul and Gue term at 
the Uradturd Academy. 

He owas married October 22, 18 
Alice Borton, who died April 21. 
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they haul fonr chiklren, three of them 
now living, 

On October 1, 1879, having collected 
ove old plug team and 825 out of the 
ruins of his late business he loaded Ins 
earthly effects into a wagon and be and 
his wife set their faces westward, first 
slupping at Guide Rock, Nebraska. and 
worked on the B, & A. railroad six 
weeks, Afler that he taught a three 
months’ term of sehuol in Jewell county, 
Kansas, [ithe spring he traded whut 
he had earned through the fall and 
winter fur a relioquishmeut to the west 
balf of section Ul. township o. rauce 22, 
sight unseen, and ou March 22. 1630, he 
landed in Norton county on his claitna. 

A dreary outlook here met bis eve. 
As far as the eye could reach in every 
direction the grass had been burned off 
and no green thing could be seen until 
the llth of June. when the first shower 
of the season fell in that locality. and 
before twenty-four hours the grags wis 
uninch bigh, At this time he did not 
have money enough to iile on bis hind, 
aud later bought the north aulf of sec- 
tion 26, township 3, range 26, for $5) 
and put his homestead and timber cul- 
ture papers on that piece, as it suited 
him much better. 

In April, Iss’. he began e# select 
schoolin his home district, but before 
two weeks had pnssed every family who 
had started children tu school, left for 
the east and the school stopped with 
the tercher ontone dullar for a certlti- 
cate, In September, 1580, be earned his 
first money in the county by helping 
Charles Gormley burvest wheat thit 
was sown by those wha liad left for the 
east, and earned fifty centsa day. He 
jmnediately after this Degsm teaching 
school in the Beek distriet fur $12.50 
per menth, teachiug there three months 
aud afterwarnl in the Spreml district 
three months for the sime wages. Dur- 
ing the following suminer be werked on 
the CG. B, U. P. railroad, holding scraper 
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for $1.50 per day. In the fall of 1880 he 
was nominated hy the greenback con- 
vention for county snperintendent. but 
was defeated by Samuel Means, the re- 
publican nominee, Inthe fall of 1841, 
while working on the railroad grade 
and with no intimation that bis name 
would be mentioned, he was nominated 
by the “low salary” conveution for 
Tegister of deeds, and was vlected by 
15) majority. Two years later he ran as 
an independent candidate for the sine 
office and was re-elected, receiving 502 
votes while the regular republican nomi- 
nee received bnt 252 vores. Rarly in 
the year cf 1881 he announced publicly 
that he had once more ancha ed his faith 
in the republican party, and hrs ever 
since labored in season and ont of sea- 
s0n for the success of that party. 

In March, 1884, he purchasel the ma- 
terial with which the Norton CHasriox 
was first priuted. and continued 1a mtb- 
lish that paper until the great fire of 
Jauuary. 3886, after which he sold his 
good will to John W. Conway, who had 
been editor and joint proprietor since 
the fall of 1884, 

Duriag the years of i884, 's5 and ‘3G 
he engaged inthe real estate business, 
first by himself, then with USA oF Miller, 
then with J. L. Miller and G, K, Ander- 
sou and afterward with © D. Jones. 
During the sntmer of 15a} he bought 
kad sold thirty-three quarter sections of 
land, 

In the spring af 1837 he passed an ex- 
umination in open court and was ad- 
mitted to the bar and has ever since 
Practiced Jaw 

Tn the spring of 1887 he made his first 
had finaucral move since coming west, 
selling his homestead for $2,200 and 
taking his family and removing to Non. 
cChilanta. Ness county. Where he in ecu 
pany with HW) ©. Nutsen, foumled n 
newspaper. Here be only remained 
three months, wheu he removed to Tin. 
Trial, Garfielit connty, and attempted 


to build u town there: but crops have 
beeu a failure two years ont of three at 
his new home, and his town went down 
carrying a large slice of his Norton 
conuty accumulations with it. Hetnen 
remover to Emivence, the county seat 
of Garfield county, bougit che only 
newspaper there and conducted it in 
connection with a law practice. He al- 
80 put the remainder of his eash into 
town property and now the county seat 
has been reorganized leaving him with 
abouta third of the townsite and a lot 
of tenantless. saleless buildings on his 
hands. However be is uot iliscoura ged, 
but has secured a fine creek bottom 
Claim in the “strip” ten miles south of 
the Kansas line, near a station on the 
Hutehinsow Southern ruil road, where 
he expects to remove in the spring and 
once lore engage in business. 

He was also chairman of the Garfield 
county delegation to the republican 
state convention of Kansas in the sum- 
iner of 1s92. : 

There was born to him on December 
4, 1889, a girl His wife always had 
feeble health which gradually failed 
uutfl the winter of 1890. when her 
tlisease. St. Vitus dance, assumed such 
a form that he was compelled 10 send 
her to a hostital in Topeka for treat- 
meut, where she remained until she 
died, April 24, 1601. His third child 
also died on October 14, 1887, of mount-. 
ain fever. 

The remainder of his children he bas 
always kept with him. He was muar- 
ried again on March 19, 1894. his second 
wife being « widow with one ehild, « 
daughter ten years old. 

Wright Hicks was born on a farm 
near Georgetown, Brown county, Ohio, 
April 18. 1828. Wheu six yvenrs uld his 
father moved to Highland county, Ohio. 
where his first schooling was by snb- 
scriptivou: when the firee school systera 
wi introduced be attemied conunon 
district school until he wassixteen, then 
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wt academy at Sonth Salem. Ross 
county, Ohio. fur two years, then a 
similar school at Felicity, Clermont 
cunnty, for one year, then commenced 
the study of medicine with Dr. Gibson 
uf the sume place; he moved to the city 
af Cincinnati, Ohio, where he contiuned 
the study of medicine for two years, 
then xttended the Eclectic Medical col- 
lege; commenced the practice of medi- 
cine in Highland conuty, Ohio, in 
August, 1852, soon ufter met Eliza Jane 
Matthews, youngest danghter of Judge 





W. Hicks, 


Juhn Mat-hews, of Hillsborough. High- 


land county. They were married Ocro. 
ber 27, 1853; they resided in that county 
until Jannary, 1856, iwoved to Richland, 
vounty, Hlinois, « here he continued the 
PTactice of medicine: moved to Pike 
county, Hlinois, where it was healthier, 
milk siekuess did nut prevail there as it 
‘lid in’ Riebland vounty; continued the 
Practice of medi¢ine until he came to 
Sabethea, Nernimba econuty, Kansas, in 
February, 1879, where he eugaged in 
fuming and sheep raising, 





In the fall of 1882 he was induced by 
his friends to allow his name to be used 
aus anindependent candidate for repre- 
sentative fur the east district of that 
county. He was elected receiving tbe 
entire democratic and auti-St. Joho or 
auli-third term republican vote of the 
district, 

We quote the following from a letier 
just received frou. Mr. Hicks: 

“I was elected independent of politi- 
cal parties. 1 would to God that all 
law-inakers, both state and national, 
could be elected indenendent of corrupt 
political parties. (At the senatorial 
election of the session of 1583, [ voted 
for John A. Anderson for congressman 
of the Fifth district. While in congress 
he fuught hard for the people and 
against the monopolies ” 

Toclaim that the democrats and re 
submission republicans were purer and 
less partisan and Corrupt than other 
political parties, is claiming for ihem 
something they never claimed for them- 
selves, yet Mr. Hicks fell iuto the very 
coulnion errur of supposing that all the 
honest people in the district supported 
hin. or at least all the dishonest ones 
supported his partizan opponent. 

Mr, Hicks’ oldest child, John Mf, was 
born October 1, 183, in Hizhland 
county, Ohio, and died in Pike county, 
Ulinois, at the age of thirteen; Mary E. 
was born in Pike county. Augnst 2. 
1857, she married Oscar Burnworth: 
they have three children and live on a 
farm in the west portiva of this county, 
Albert LL. Hicks was born in Pike 
county, August, IN6e; he was murricd 
to tte L. Buck, of Sebatha, Kansas, in 
May, Isu0: she was born in Henry 
county, Hingis. in 1868: they have two 
chi'dren, xn bey and & virl. Albert was 
the populist nominee for couuty treas- 
neer in 1893, bnt was defeated at the 
polls by W.H. Hulleushead, the repub- 
lican nOminee. Three girls were born 
and died in infancy in Pike county, 
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their names were Viola Beile, Hattie 
May and Luelia; Loren W. wus born 
May 27. )*67; Viena Leora, January 25, 
1870. and Clara Maud, July 19, 1845. 
They were all born in Pike county, and 
are living in this county at this time. 

Mr. Hicks came to Norton county in 
April, 1885, and settled on a farm in 
Rockwell towuship where he has re- 
sided ever since. He and his sons are 
engaged farming and raising horses. 
Mrs. Hicks died March 3, 1887, since 
which time Mr. Hicks’ daughters have 
kept houee for him. 

After coming here Mr. Hicks was a 
republican until 189), since that time he 
has been an Alliance man and popniist. 
He was nominated by the Farmers’ 
Alliance for representative in 1890 on 
an anti-Ingalls platform and was elected 
by over 400 majority, defeating Johns 
Bieber. the republican nominee. In the 
legislature of (891. he voted for W. 
A. Peffer for United States senator aud 
Edwin Snow for state printer. 

Richard Felton came to Norton coun- 
ty in the fall of 1872: he jumped a part 
of the townsite and hada filing on the 
40 acres where the Rock Island depot 
now stands. He remained here until 
1576 aud was for several years conduc: 
tor on the Union Pacific und Rock Is- 
land railroads. He whs # soldier ia the 
late war. In 1890 bis health failed and 
he has since that time been an inmate of 
the Soldiers’ Home at Leavenworth. He 
is at present an inmate of the insane 
ward of that institution afflicted with 
epileptic mania. 

Sidney M. Case was born in Lucerne 
county, Pennslyvania, September 14, 
1851. When about sixteeu Years of age 
his parents moved to Illinois: from there 
he and bis two brothers. Tra and Cora. 
slarted to Kansas, but stopped in Mis- 
souri fur abont three years: wus there 
when the Civil war broke ont. In lgtz 
he caine to Doniphan county, Kangas, 
and in 1875 to Norton county, arriving 


here on the ist day of April and bought 
out Ed Collins, who kept the Almena 
postoftice. on which farm he now re- 
sides. He lived in true bachelor style 
until 1880 when he was married to Miss 





$. Case. 


Phoebe Bickford, of Great Falls, New 
Hampshire, on April 8th of that year. 
In 1877 he brought ont his two brothers, 
Tra and Cora, who had taken claims and 
proved up on them. 

Mr. Case was once a deleyate to the 
Norton county convention during the 
county seat trouble as a republican (is a 
red hot republican yet.) 

Tra Case died October 13, 1892, and 
was buried in the Norton cemetery. 

Cora Case was married in 1878 tu 
Jennie Kane. She was a danghter of 
Mrs. Bartles and wus a widow when she 
came here. He now resides on a farm 
two miles west of Norton. 

Montroville Alexander Morrison was 
born in Virginia, November 11, 1842. 
cume to Keokuk county, Lowa. when 4 
yonng man, and was married there to 
Amanda Cain. Hie move to Riehard- 
son county. Nebraska. in 1868, and frum 
there tov Norton county, and settled at 
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Leotain the fall of 187%. He took an 
active part in the county seat fight asa 
Leota man. When Frank Wiliams re- 
sigued the office of county Treasurer in 
1834 Mr. Morrison was appointed to fil} 
the vacancy; in 1875 he was elected to 
the same ofice, defeating C. Deuker by 
vote uf ninety-five toeighty-two. In 
politic he was always a democrat. 

Five children were horn to them, 
their eldest, Rila Delbert, was born 
Sepremmber 10. 2860, he was married to 
Mary F. Ellis March 18. 187s; they have 
Lad four children. Mrs. Morrison died 
June 7, 1893. Mr. Morrisou hus since 
married Ada M. Anderson and is in the 
mercantile business in Oronoque ut this 
tine, . 

Leota J. Morrison, eldest daughter of 
Alexander Morrison, was born in 1862. 
She was married to John T. Burle June 
23, 1877: twochildren were born to them, 
hoth girls. After leaving here Earle 
took to drink, which caused domestic 
trouble, and finally in 1890 they sepa- 


ritet They both live in Atchison at 
this time, 
When the competeing town was 


etarted it was called Westen, but when’ 
they asked to have a postoftice estab. 
lished the deparmment declined to cal 
it Weston; so late in the fall of 1874 a 
meeting was Called to decide on a name. 
Morrison guid he wonlk? give an oyster 
Kupper to the ‘own company for the 
privilege of naming the future nietropo- 
lis; this was promply assented to, so he 
tuned it Leota afrer his daughter. 

Mr. Morrison's second son, Homer 
Edward, learned the harness muker’s 
trade after leaving here. He died at 
Evansville. Indiana, in December, 1892. 
His xerond daughter, Maggie Eveline, 
it married and is now living in the 
state of Washington. Charley Mon- 
troville, his yonnzest sat, lives at home 
With his parents, 

During Mr. Morrison's residence here 
he kept the hotel in Leuta: this hotel 





was kept in the building that is now oc- 
enpied by Newt Cope as a residence. 
He left here in i864 and lived fur some 
years in Atchison, but is vow living at 
St. Joseph, Missouri, and is working at 
his trade, printing. 

Arva QO. Spronl was born in Doniphan 
county, Eansas, December 21, 18d¥. 
After receiving a Common school educa- 
tion he moved to Norton connty with 
his parents in the fall of 1878.  Flis 
father, Frank Sproul. built a large 
fraine house on his homestead late that 
fall, “hich is located about four miles 
northeast of Edmond. 1t beivg We first 
fraine building erected in Sand Creek 
township. Arva was too young to take 
a homestead at that time and lived with 
his parents nntil Aug. 24, [8sl, when he 
married Clara D. Juseph. She was 
formerly from Floyd county, Iowa; her 
father, Danial Joseph, located ou Sand 
Creek in the spring of J879, be is now 
living at Rockwell. northwest of Nor- 
ton, her mother is now postmistress of 
that place. They have bad four child- 
ren born to them. all girls. 

He took au homestead in Sand Creek 
township in the fall of 188t, after which 
he bought a timber claim juining it. 
After proving np and selling the former 
he moved on the timber claim, which is 
one of the most practicaly improved 
farins in that part of the county. In 
vonnection with farming and  stovk 
raising he is in the plant business; irri- 
wating the hot beds from a well with 
wind mill power, aud is prepared to raise 
vegetable pinutsiu suflicient quantities 
to supply northwestern Kansas. He 
ealls his farm the Suod Creek Veyetable 
Plant wid Siock Farm. He has, since 
coming to Norton county, resided con- 
tinnously in Said Creek township, and 
rexardless of the drawbacks and harid- 
ships incident to froutier life was never 
discouraged, and le may be counted a3 

one of our most successful farmers. 
Janes Wilhaw Vining was bern af 
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Cambridge. Henry county, Hinais, De- 
cember 17, 1841; was raised on a farm, 
He went to seu in 1963 ug nessenger hoy 
on board the man of war Chanmet. He 
enlisted us a marine in ise and served as 
orderly toCuptain C. D. Hebbirntil 186 
when he was discharged on aceconnt of 
disability received at Pensacola ,Florida, 
by falling from main of the vessel to the 
deck. He fell on his hands and received 
permanent disabilities in his wrists. 
While in the service he was on the 
Colorado, Tyconderoga and Wisconsin, 
all flag-ships. In 1870 he caine to Kan- 





J. W. Vining. 


aag and settled nt Clyde: he spent some 
time in Colorado, Washington and Ore- 
gou and came to Norton couuty in tXi8 
and settled on the Solomon near Ed- 
wind, He wns elected sherith i 18iy, 
defeatiog Jim Campbell. democrat. ind 
Jack Conarty, independent. He was re- 
elected in IMS] defeating George Thonty. 
ron. ereeubacker and low ealary. | Dur- 
ing his four years’ service ax sheriff he 
WAS 4 terror toevil dere. Tle was a 
faithful amd competent officer and minde 


many friends by his lenieney in collect- 
ing delingnent taxes. Ile was mrrried 
Christmas day 1879 to Anna M. Neville: 
they at once took up their resi- 
dence in Norton and have re- 
mained here continuGusly ever since 

Bro. Joel Simmons furnishes the fo!- 
lowing vem which appeared in the Ad- 
yance during Jim’s term: 


Sheri? Vining bas the whol 
Long Hetof nates upon the roll 
Whig persouitl tax for 1880 
Remaitn upald to present dute, 


The hist ix some five hundred long, 
but every atte wilh vee tis cane 

tif warning sent on person? ened 
At sole expense of fuithful burd. 


By giving heed ute! paytiug avon 
Youll save another pans. 

Aud hear the chaps whe seldom tail 
To huy cheap xouds ut public sic. 


Last your this tus. theazh not so heavy 
Was ull brourhr fu without a levy, 
Ait the shetut wlll nat be to blune 

Vi this year it te not done the same. 

Five children have been born to them. 
Jim Vining has always been active in 
polities ag a republican. He was a dete- 
gate to the state convertion in 1882, sny- 
porting Capt. J. B, Johnson for governor 
und was a bitter oppanent of St. dJobn: 
was also a delegate in 1884 and suppnrt- 
ed Jolni A. Martin. He has heen a dele- 
Hate 10 nearly all the congressional and 
district Conventions held here since 188. 
He was door keeper in the State Senate 
in $801. His father died in Cloud com: 
ty in 1888, His mother warried S, GC. 
Waters in 1874: they came to Norton 
county in 18ib anc setrled near Edmond, 
their domestic tife was unhappy which 
caused Mre, Waters to comunit snicide. 
Her remains were taken to Clyde and 
huried beside her former husband. Mr. 
Waters died in 188%, 

Thick Vining came here in 188 and 
has lived here wost of the time since, 
He wus city marshal for two years an] 
was deputy sheriff in 1831, He is now 
enployed as a bridxe carpenter on the 
Roek islaud railroad. 

George G, Vining came bere with dis 














tnather in 1876 when he wasa stnallt hoy 
am] has speut most of his life in Norton 
county. Le married E:nmae Greenwood; 
they have one chili. 

Joseph L, Neville came here from 
lowa in 1876 and settled on the Solomon 
west of Edmond and has lived vontinu- 
ously on the same land ever since. His 
eldest child is Mrs. J. W, Viniug; his 
eldestson, William ©. Neville. lived 
here for several years, he lives at Morri- 
ron. Colorado at this time. 

Mr. Neville’s youngest child Minnie. 
ix well known in Norton: she is clerkiug 
at this time in Vining Bros’. Oyster Pur- 
Jor. 

Volney Wheeler was born April 14, 
1sz6 in western New York. He was 
married to Louisa Bushee September 30, 
145; three children were born to then 
two girls and one boy. Mary. the eldest, 
born January &, 1846, married A. C, 
Sherwin ehe lives at Lameanr, Lowa. 
Ennice. bon June 30, 184: ehe married 
Albert Sherwood they live in Crirago. 
Brrou was porn Nocember 11, 1850. 

Mrs. Wheeler die! Decemnber 1, 1862. 
Valney Wheeler came to Lowa in 3857 
aid settled in Clayton county. and re- 
miined there until ie cacue to Norton 
comity which was in the fall of 1878: he 
Was married to his second wife, Mrs. 
Ehzabeth Luken. September 12, 1857 at 
Forestville. Towa. 

When he came here he took land 
elght miles southwest of Norton, where 
jie ‘ived as farmer until August. 1891, 
when. on account of Failing health he 
Moved to Norton aud mace his home 
until his lech whieh occurred May 26, 
ISU3.) He was stricken dawao with heart 
Hisease very suidenly withont warning. 
He had been out riding with Byton and 
Whileunbitehing the team sitk down 
utd expired withunt being able to rerch 
the house, Mr. Wheeler had been a 
uember of the Methodist churchin lis 
varky days but became dissntisfiel with 
Whit he called thedugmias or discipline 
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of the orthodox chureh aud after coming 
to Kansas never «atlilinted with any 
church organization. Hewas a mem 
ber of the Masonic lodge from his early 
wlanhood and was buried with ceremo- 
nies of that organization. He was a be- 
liever in the fatherhood of God aml 
brotherhood of man, the immortality 
of the soul. that all men were to be 
saved and none damned aod that Masonry 
was good enough religion for him. = In 
speaking of himself he was often heard 
to say: ‘This world is my country, and 
to do guod is my religion.” In politics 
he was an independent. bunt in Natiogal 
politics always voted the democratic 
ticket, Noman ever lived in Norton 
county who had fewer enemies or was 
more highly respected than Volney 
Wheeler. 

His only son, Byron V. Wheeler. came 
here in the spring of 1879 and took the 
homestend beside bis father’s. He was 
born in Forestville, Chautuyna county. 
New York, November 11, 1850, he set- 
tied in Nortun county June 9. J879, he 
lived on his farm for three vears and in 
1882 moved te Norton and opened a bar- 
ber shop and has continged in that busi- 
ness permanently ever giice, He was 
married taEva Chesley at Strawberry 
Point, lown, November 2h. 1673; they 
have hhiad riree children. their eldest, 
Hattie E.. was horn at Forestville, Feb 
ruury 22, 1875: ason. hora aud died at 
Forestville, Nuvember 25, 1879: Beatrice 
was born in) Norton, duly 18, 185. 
Hattie was marriei at Norton. Novem- 
ber 29, 1862, to Bert S. shimeall, of 
Chicago, where they now live. 

Mrs, Eva Wheeler «as born in Sher- 
man, Chautauqua conuty, New York. 
November 25, 3855. She is an acctom- 
plished musician snc bas speut consil- 
erable time in giving lessous in instra- 
wental ninsic. She takes ap uctive part 
iu all saeial and charitable work: sbe is 
a member of the Presbyterian chureh 
and a meuiber of the order of Eastern 








Star, and is worthy matron of that 
order at this time. 

Mr. Wheeler is a republican in poli- 
tics and has been 2 member of the city 


council for the last four years. He has 









, dara’ 





B. V. Wheeler. 


been a prominent member of the Ma- 
sbnic lodge for several years. and was 
worshipfnl master af this lodge in 1840. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sumner Swith came 
to Kansas in the spring of 1875: they 
were both born in York state. Mr. 
Smith was born in 1824 aud Mra, Smith 
in 1832; married in 1851 they had six 
children boro in Wisconsin. the eldest, 
Mrs. Ina Stotts is living in Denver; she 
was born in 1852. the next, Charley, wis 
born in 1854, he died when one year old: 
toe next were twina Herbert and Her- 
man, born in 1897. Cassins born in 1560, 
Edgar in 186+ and Ray bormin lowe in 
4871. Herbert is n blacksmith and Hives 
in Coon Rapids, own. Prof. - H.W. 
Sinith liveain Norton county. Cassins 
is married und lives uenr Blackfoot. 
Idaho. Ed and Ray are also Kving at 
Blackfoot. Mr. Smith tevk the laud on 
which the town vf Densware now 


stands. 

The foliowiug is from aletter received 
from Mrs, Smith, ‘Our claim joined 
Bill Worthington and Bill Landis on the 
south. When we first went there the 
settlers were very anxious for Mr. Smith 
to build a dain inthe Selouton river and 
putin asaw mill, so the first year he 
rente] fifteen acres of ground and put 
in corn. Just aa the corn commenced to 
get bi enongh toeat the grasshopper lit. 
In two days we had no cornu. then Mr. 
Snuth and the boys commenced to cut 
timber to build adam in the river. then 
the settlers concluded ther di-l nov need 
asrw mill for Bilkand Lish Worthington 
and Hendricks came and forbid him cut- 
ting timber, and when the Cummings 
came there to live in Bill Landis’ bonse 
our troubles commenced. When Bill 
Landis’ wife left him she came to my 
house to stay a few days till her father. 
Mr. Fry, caine after her, and wben Lan- 
dis shot Mr. Fry he (Fry) came to my 
house and { bound up his head. 

I suppose Bill Landis thouzht we took 
up against him for while Cummings was 
living in his house our horses got away 
or were rnn off. Mr. Smith while hunt- 
ing them went to Landis’ house and Bill 
Landis jumped on him and beat Lim 
badly. It seemed the settlers, or the 
Molly MeGuires, as Tom Beaumont. call- 
ed them, had found out that we were 
republicans and they wanted us out of 
there fur they threatened us and wrote 
waruine letters for us to leave the sec- 
ond year we lived there. After Mr. 
Sinith and the boys had got the inill 
race any Lish Worthington puranaded 
the dutchman, Cregher. tosue Mr. Smith 
foreutting limber. Mr. Smith heat hina 
sO the coast Was tigured on the dutch- 
nan, then Lish Worthington and Bill 
Werthiugtons wife went out on the 
Prairie and drove my cattle in their cor- 
rable nak 1 went and got thew. she then 
BWore out a warrant and had me ar- 
rosted, tool me before Tom Beanmont, 
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le was justice of tha peace. I took my 
suit to Norton and employed J. R. Ham- 
ilton und beat her; then they arrested 
ber for the costs We got uo rest 
from that on. Inthe spring of 1877 
I noticed that Mir. Smith seemed very 
wuch worried and did vot seem just 
night in hisimmind; he seemed to think 
the whole settlement was working 
against him. I tried to get him let me 
send far some of the neighbors, but he 
snid it was nO use, they would not coine. 
Ou Saturday, April 14, I sent for Dr. 
Wilkison on Bow Creek. who told me 
that his brain was affected a little and 
if J would vet bia to come over to his 
house he could cure hiu in a snort time, 
ur if the neighbers vould go and talk to 
hin it would help him. We got him 
to proivise the doctor that he would go 
to his house and take my daughter. 
Mrs. Stotts, who was sick and was 
stopping with me at thar time. We 
were guing on Monday, | hid sent for 
John Landis and he cume on Sunday the 
th. Mr. Smich talked with him and 
apparently seemed as well as ever. 
Afier we ate dinner he got up and 
jwalked ont; that was tue last we saw of 
him until three weeks from that day 
one of the boys found him in the mill 
race which he had dug two years before. 
We were unable to decide whether he 
conmmitted Bnicide or not. When he 
went uuc I tuld Mr. Landis how he had 
acted. Mr. Landis said he thougnt he 
acted all right and we would find bin 
avon,” 

The following appeared in the Bee, 
published at that time by Nat. L. Baker: 


“A SAD AFFAIR: 


SUMNER SMITH COMMITS SUICIDE. 

On Snnday afternoon. April 15, Sum- 
her Swith, a resident of Selumon 10w1- 
ship, this connty, committed suicide by 
drowniug himself. The cirenmstances, 
WS hear as we can vet at them. connected 


lows: 

Tor the past yeara very bitter neigh- 
borhood quarrel has been raging on the 
Solomon, and Mr. Smith and his fanliy 
were included in the runibus, 

Avont four weeks ago a note was pin- 
nedon the door of his residence. and 
signed ‘15 citizens,” informing bit that 
he must leave the county at once or he 
would be mobbed. This so worked upon 
the mind of the poor mnn that he went 
completely deranged, and neighbors bad 
to be calted in to watch him. On Sun- 
day the 15 of April, just at dusk, he 
stepped Outside the door on some pre- 
text or other and that was the last seen 
of him. Search was at once instituted, 
but to no avail. Letters were sent to 
all parts of the country by his family and 
friends, but it amounted to nothing, and 
after a short time the search wag aban- 
doned. 

On Sunday afternoon, the th inst, 
one of the bovs went down into the tun- 
nel which had been dug on his farm, and 
von which Mr. Smith contemplated build- 
ing a mill, and there he caught a vlimpse 
of his futher's body floating, The neigh- 
borheot] was at once appraised of the 
fact, and they soon sticceeded iu remov- 
ing the body frm the tunnel, and then 
Curried it to the house. where a coroner 
and jury were Bummoned who returned 
a verdict of suicide, The poor man wis 
buried the next Cay in the cermetery near 
the home he loved so well. 

Sumner Sniith, notwithstanding all 
his faults, was 2 hard working man. He 
had a home, like the rest of ns, and hum- 
ble thongh it was, he loved and labored 
hard for it. His wife and bnbies. teo, he 
loved with lng grent strong heart. and 
like the rest of us, he too luved to pro- 
vide furthem. Then why could he uot 
be penuitted to pursue his way in peice 
He harmed no one. Tf he had fauitty 
troubles, they belouged alone to him and 
his God, No manu but Sumner Smith 
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will be called to account for Snmuer 
Smith’s sin; and then why not let him 
pursue his cwn way? But no, Scandlers, 
the lowest and vilest people ou the face 
of God's yreeu earth: scabs upon the 
body of decent humanity: the filth and 
scum of the darkest recesses of theearth, 
have made his bnsimess their business, 
instead of attending totheirown. And 
the result is what? A futher is sent to 
his grave, and helpless little ones are 
left to the cold world with no kind band 
to guide them, 

Sumner Smith is dead. Gone to «c- 
count fur the Sims made in the body. 
Peace to his ashes. He is xt rest now, 
and while the sad winds sing a requiem 
over his distorted corpse. do not forget 
to place in charncters on his tombstone, 

MURDERED BY SLANDERERS!” 

I tived on the claim for about a month 
after that when Dr. Wilkison told my 
dauyhter to take me lio:ne with her on 
the Prairie Dog. as iny health was poor 
and the boys had to go away to work. 
I did not like to give up the clvim, but 
was told tbat if I left my household 
goods there and wouk! ¢o aud do some 
work evecy month | could bold it for 
the boys. But those Worttingtons 
were deterinined tu have seme one jump 
it. Mr. Dannevik wrote that two wen 
had jumped my claim. and were con- 
tending for it. I went over there and 
told them the cirenmnstauces, one yentle- 
man left, but the other. Mr, Deusmore. 
seemed tu think he liud « right to take 
property belonging toa widaw and her 
children away from them for nothing. 
so he took it, and I hope he ie strugyle- 
ing for x living yet. {Heisdead. Lock - 
ard. } 

In 1879 I was marriel to Mr. DeJean 
by Jolin Wallace at Leota: abont a year 
afterward we moved ta Denver. going 
in wiuons: my two sons, Edo und Ray, 
and Fd Hepler, youngest brother of 
Will Hepler. went with us: lived in 
Denver about four years with my hus- 


band when I fonndg that he was not dan- 
ing just right, a woman led bim astray. 
after the mauner of Col. Breckinridge: 
lsecured a divorce and sold my place 
iu Denver and came to Blackfoot to live. 
Three of iny sous are here and I like the 
country and climate very much, and 
here I think I shall remain the rest of 
my days. Ide not know where DeJean 
went to, [left him in Denve:, [ heard 
he went to the Blackhills. The firsr 
trip Lever took in the cars was from 
Denver here. Yours respectfully, 
Mrs. SUstnek SMITH.” 

James VV, Stotts was borin at Morris- 
bury. Guthrie county. lowa, September 
19, ISG4: wes married to Ina M. Smith 
at Nelson. Nebraska. in Septeinber. 1872: 
came to Norton county, April2, $875. 
They have had seven children. two of 
them, Leroy aud Rafael were born in 
Nebraska. the other five in Norton coun- 
ty.as follows: Carle S ..born June 6,)S878, 
died February ‘36. 1898, Avery Blaine 
vorn December 28, 1880; Floy A. Felru- 
ary 25. 1883; Herman C. Angust 26. 
1885; Herbert S., November 3, 1887. Stoits 
left here May 6, 1889 expecting to re- 
turn inside of three months, but did not. 
He will come back here to live the bal- 
ance of his days as soon as he makes 4 
strike. so he says. and if he never makes 
it will spend tbem trying. He says ''l 
would have made it lony ago bnt for the 
death blow at silver, and you know who 
denit it.“ Stotts was editor of the Cal- 
vert Gazette until it went under. He 
was a retnblican but supported with his 
paper Judge Bertram, democrat, in the 
fall of 1859. He aud the writer were 
partpers in mail contracts in 1576, and 
have been warm friends ever since. 

Prof. H. W. Smith lives at Calvert, 
but speads mest of his time on the road 
with his show. Hehas the reputation 
of being an expert iu ventriloquisia and 
lepardemain. 

Eric Anglund was born in Sweden, 
Jnne 20, 845: he came to the United 
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Stutes in 1856 and settled in Tlinois. He 
came to this county in June 1877 and 
tuck a homestead on Rohin.on Brinch, 
tiree tniles north-west of Nortou. He 
enlisted February 12. 1864 in company 
D, 57 MWinois infantry. He was in the 
hartlecof Resuca and Atlanta and went 
with Sherian to the sea. He was at 
Washingtou at the grand review. He 
was mustered ont at Louisville. Ken- 
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lucky, June 7, 1865. He was murred in 
Henry connty, Jlinois, April 10. 1864 to 
Anna M. Johnson; ghe was born in 
Sweden, November 9, 1849. She came 
to America in 1868. Six children have 
been born to them: five of them still liv- 
ing, My. Angland is an engineer by 
trade, Int has devoted himself toe farin- 
ine since cornu hers nutil the present 
year. He is engineer of the city water 
Works at this time, 

James M. Maggard was born in 13h, 
Was raised in Missonri, He exme to 
Norton county in the spring of 1873, 
While on the way to this eonnty he 
stopped at the United States Land oitice 


at Cawker City aud requested to have 
his papers put on the land nearest Nor- 
ton that was vacant. Upon examina- 
tion of the plats it was discovered that 
the land Norton now stands on was va- 
cant, so he tilled on it, and the first: any 
one here kuew of him he bad pitched 
his tent and began the building of a dng- 
out near where Dr. Turner's feed lot 
pow stands. It haul been given out that 
Coleman had homesteaded the land and 
everyone here supposed it was so, but it 
afterward developed that he was simply 
holding it until he could tind some one 
to buy it; a3 matter of fact Coleman 
was living on the land at the time and 
could have held it had he known it. He 
was living in Sol Marsh's dug out. a 
later survey showed that il wus located 
ou the Maggard qnarter,  Mapgard 
proved up on this land in the fall of 1873 
and then sold it to Richard Willias. 
Sixty acres off from tie north eighty 
Sas platted aud is now known us asso- 
ciation's addition to the town of Norrou, 
The east twenty acres isawued hy Wm. 
Simpsou, the south eighty by Mrs, Bro- 
qoet, In whe spring of 1874 Mugsard 
tovk land up the creek, neat Oroneyne. 
During the county seat excitement he 
was a Leota mau. He left this county 
in 1892, wud resides at Hemnessy, Okia- 
hom ar shis time. 

Willian David Little was born Apri! 
20, ING, in Sullivan county, New York, 
and wus raised on a farm. He lean 
the study of medicine with Dr. C. A. 5. 
Grove at Sylvania, Ohio, in i871. In 
18T4 went one term: to the Anu Arbor 
university, und in (873 he attended the 
Detroit Medicai college, staying there 
until Mareh, 1874, when he began the 
practice of medicines at Sylvania, Chio. 
In October, 1875, he went to Carleton, 
Michigan. and continued the practice of 
medicine thers until February. 187s, 
when he came to Kausas and again teok 
up the practice of mediciae xt Lenora in 
Murch of the same year, 
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Dr. Little was married to Louisa 
Yates in August, 1871. They buried 
five children with scarlet fever in Nor- 
ton in 1881, have lost one since nud have 
six living. He was elected county 
treasurer in 19$7$. asa reprblican, and 


served one term. He is a prominent 
$2" 
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inember of the Mazonic order and is 
worshipful master of rhe Norton lodge 
at this time. He was appointed pen- 
sion exawiner for this district in 18e9 
and holds that pesition yet. He resides 
ona farm five wiles west of Norton. 
Janes Henry Mittan was born in Lee 
county, Minnis. Mareh 3. 1852: cnme to 
Norton comty Angust 15, 1803, aud 
homesteaded the land where Mr. Pip- 
pinger now lives, one mile hortheust of 
Norten, whieh he seld te Ab Rogers in 
877. He then took laiyl three mites 
east of Norton and has lived there ever 
since, He was married te bert Myers 
Neptember 1, 1870; four ebildren bave 
been bern to them, He towne 200 acres 
of land and feeds cattle ait hows ax- 
tensively. Heis a republican in peli- 
tica aud was deputy sherlil Quder CONG 
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M. J. Fitz Patrick came to this county 
in 1873 and settled on the Sappa. He 
was a cripple, had a withered arm, He 
was elected county snperentenuent in 
1874 batresigned the following winter 
to accept the appointment of county 
clerk. He held that office until October. 
1880. when he forged a connty warrant 
and was compelled to leuve the country. 

Fitz. as he was conimoniy called, was 
one of the most congenial and popular 
ten that ever lived in this county, but 
drink cansed hisedownfall aud los: him 
the confidence of uur people. He forged, 
a warraut for $114 in favor of Ramsey, 
Miller & Co. on October 9. 188u, which 
he sold to M. Heaton. <A few minnte- 
afterward Mr. Heaton noticed that the 
signature of A. S. Burronyhs, who was 
chairman of the bourd of county com- 
Inissioners,. had been freshly written. 
Mr. Heaton knew that Burroughs was 
not in town. this caused him te iuvest 
gate. Fitz. on being confronted with 
the facts, admitted all and refunded Mr, 
Heaton the money, but disappeared that 
evening. Shortly after the facts be- 
cane known. Jin Vining. who wax 
sheriff at the time, offered St00 reward 
for bis Capture. but Fitz had too many 
friends who kept him secreted here for 
several days before he left the county. 

He hell the office of county clerk dur- 
ing the county seat troubles and no one 
knows to this day which town he vored 
for at the two elections, but both sides 
claimed him. He was smart enongh te 
retain the confidence of both sides inl 
wus elected three times punctically with- 
out opposition. After leaving here he 
went to Montaua and was contity tres: 
urer at Miles City for two terns Hi» 
lives at Anmneunda at this time ami is 
repnted ta be rich, having made bis 
money in coal lands. 

J.S. Pool was born in the state ot 
New Jersy, Sussex county, in 1821, He 
Was a tanner end currier, He was 
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married to Lidy J. May in 184%: she 
was born in Sullivan connty.New York. 
in 1831, meved from New York in 1876 
tu Wisconsin and from there to Kansas; 
1N78, took rhe homestead apon which he 
har resided ever since. in the southwest 
part of the county; he has a family of 
thirteen. stx boys aud six girl and one 
grandchild’ raised by him. all born in 
one house and the same farm it Sullivan 
county. New York. Danial. the oldest 
sun, settled on the Prairie Dog, nest 
Albert Graves. in 1870. he now lives in 
the Blackhills. Dakota: Lidy, settled 
ou land near her father; Sam. the sec- 
ond sop, settled in the southwest part 
nf the ¢onnty and lives there yet: Silas 
lives in Montana: Lena married Epb 
Burroughs and lives near Lenora at this 
time: Isabell, married Joho Beal. who 
lived here several yeurs aud was well 
known as the first: barber who opened a 
He moved to 
Nebraska and has lived for several years 
at Henrietta. Jetterson Davis Poo! lives 
iu Wyoming: Robert E. Lee Pool also 
lives in Wyoming, they being name- 
sakes of the distinguished secessionists 
af those names, The balance of Mr, 
Pool’s children live in this couuty at this 
time. 

Hugh T. Carlisle was born in Stephen- 
town, Rensselaer coynty, New York. 
Murch 23, 1843, of Scotch extraction, 
his father having been born in Belfast, 
Ireland. of parents who emigrated frou 
Dunifriesshire, Scotlaud. he being a 
Presbyterian winieter. 

Mr. Carlisle enlisted in company a, 
@lxt Ohio, September 10, 1861. and 
served the first winter of tue wat in Mis 
Souris left St. Lonis March 9, 1862, and 
Went np the Tennessee river with the 
“big teet,?fanding at Pittsburg Land- 
ing, Mareh 17: tevk par: in both days’ 
fizht at Shiloh. helongimeg te W. . L. 
Wallnee's division. which bore the brnnt: 
took part inthe siege of Corinth, and 
Was severely wounded in left thigh at 


the battle of Corinth. Ovteber 3, 1862: 
was discharged on account of wound 
May 8, 1863, and again enlisted July 3. 
18G3, in company C, 129th Ohio, a six 
mouths’ regiment. serving eight months 
in east Tennessee, and was present at 
the capture of Cunnbverland Gap, where 
the United States forces took fourteen 
pieces of artillery and 2.200 prisoners. 
Returned to Springtield and went to 
Cincinnati where he was bookkeeper for 
the United States Telegraph company 
for ten tuonths. 

He was married to Anna Belie Conk- 
lin, May 4, 1818, at Greenshore, Indiana. 
He has three children living, Jusper J., 
born in Vopeka, Kansas, July 8, 2807: 
Martha B., born on the homestead, 1wo 
miles west of Leota, July 2, 1879, and 
Mary, born in Nortou, December 29, 
1880, 

He came to Kansas in October, 1876, 
settling in Topeka. He first came to 
Norton county in January, 3878, by way 
of Old Trego, WaKeeney not then be- 
ing in existence. Rode from Trege ina 
mail wagon with Joe Gettys. stopping 
at night with Ame Burroughs on Lost 
Creek. ‘ Between the railroad and J.ost 
Creek there was not a settler or sign of 
civilized life. The next day he passed 
throuyh Lenorn, which consisted of a 
log schoo! honse and asmallstore. Tiad 
toremain there Some time till Gettys 
went down to the Solomon river and 
hunted the postmaster to take the mul, 
he having zone hunting. From Lenora 
to Leota there were uo settlers, Stoppe:l 
in Leoia a couple of weeks, visiting dif- 
ferent portions of the county and re- 
turned to Topeka. [0 April he returned 
to Norton county, coming by covered 
wagon, aud lucated on the Prairie Dox, 
two miles west of Levta. 

Hie writes: “I dag a cut through 
point of a bauk, socded up the euds, put 
a deor and window in each end, roofed 
with sticks and dirt and uioved in, 
Could procure no louiber for door trames 
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or windows neurer than WaKeeney. 
sixty miles distant, and started with 
wife and baby (and load of potatoes for 
Noah Weaver) for that place in Septem- 
ber. At Lenora heard of the Cheyenne 
Indian raid and was told it wes danger- 
ous to proceed. Did not believe the re- 
ports and started the next morning, 
Midway between Lost Creek und Sand 
Creek we met Billy Case, Jim Maggard 
and Storey Bnggs, who confirnied the 
reports and advised returning, to which 
my wile would nut Conseul, and we pro- 
ceeded to Gettysburg. which was then 
heing started by Joe Gettys, where we 
stopped over night under some boards 
which leaned against the bank of Saud 
Creek, that being the only structure 
there. Here reporta were still bad, but 
we proceeded to Wakeeuey to find it 
was ouly a scare. As showing the 
changes since Uhat time it is ouly ueces 
sary to state that now the B. & M. rail- 
road runs throagh the spot where stuod 
my stable, whilethe Roek Island runs 
half a mile south, and the conntry 
which was thenin a wild stute is now 
thickly settled and well cultivated.” 

vIn May, 1880, he proved up ou his 
elaim, brought a printing pressiand outfit 
to Norton, and in July issued the first 
unmber uf the Norton County People. a 
stalwart republicun paper, which he 
published till November, 1882, when he 
bought the interest of Joel H. Simmous 
in the Norton couuty Advance, and 
consolidated the two pavers, the uume 
of the People being retsiued, and « 
partuership being formed with Hugh 
MeCredie, under the firma name of Car 
lisle & McCredie. The following Feb- 
Tnary, 1883, the People was sold te J. EL. 
Simmons and Prof. J, A. Littel, who 
changed the name to the Contier, which 
it still retuius. 

During the tine he was in Norton 
county he was actively engaged in 
every political movement. Cnly once 
was hen delegate to a conuty couven- 





tion, when he acted as proxy to preverit 
2 dead lock during the third Sr. John 
campaigu. He was a delegate 10 the 
celebrated judicial convention at Mill. 
brook, where the delegation voted vSy 
times for John R. Humilton. Mr. Car- 
lisle was a bitier o} ponent toSt. John, 
and was elected a delegate to the con- 
vention which nominated bim for gov- 
ernor the third fume, being one of the 
seventy-two whu eniered a protest 
vgainst his nonsination, stating that he 
could not be elected, which was veritied 
at the election. 

While on his Claimn he was acandidata 
for the republican nomination — for 
county clerk avuinst FitzPatrick, but 
was defented by the cry of baing a Levta 
man. After Fitz embezzled and de- 
camped the position was offered tu hii, 
but he declined, wheu the same parties 
said they would not be satisfied unless 
he nameit the man, which he did, selact- 
ing W. T. Shoemaker. He was also at 
another tiie a ctndidate for represen- 
tative, but that was only to beat L. 
K. Pratt. 

Hesay: ‘Noman living knows wore 
of the secret political history of Norton 
couury at the tine of my residence than 
I do, but as many of the acrors ure still 
living it woukl not be proper to dis- 
close it.” 

He always regretted leaving Norton 
county. <After leaving here he drove 
through by team to Topela, where he 
worked at his trade till October. then 
went ty New Orleans and worked at his 
trade for.seven years. His wife died on 
June 26, 1885, aud he was obliged to 
send his children to their grandparents 
jiu Henry county, Indiana. Heleft New 
Orleans in March, 180. in search of a 
location, wishing to locate in Rausus. 
but coming to Norton on a visit, and 
‘viewing with alirm” the probable idis- 
astruus consequences of the popnlist 
craze, he did not at that time wish ti 
juvest in the Snuflower state, to which 
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he is so warmly attached. He returned 
Yo Gidiana, amd puechased a hulf inter- 
est inthe Leader, at Princeton. the 
connty seat of Gibson, a thriving ci'y 
anil capital of ihe best county in the 
state, in September, 1690, where he has 
been ever since. Last May, the 24th, 
he went to the far-fatmed connty of 
Posey. next to Gibson the best in the 
state, wad was married tu Mr. Yernon 
to Miss Mary Lawis, of Poseyville. 

Mr. Carlisle feels wiimily towards 
Norton and writes: My advier to all 
my ol] friends is to stick to Norton. 
vete the repnblican ticket. aud you will 
live Jung and die happy.” 

Jobn Case was bornat Mansfield, New 
‘York, Februnry 22, 1834. He com- 
inenced teaching senoul at sixteen yerrs 
of aze at Napoli, New York, and taught 


John Case. 


for two years. At eighteen years of 
age ha crossed the plains to California 
ind Jive at ditferenr times in the ter- 
ritories and followed anivniny. Ue con- 
ducted a Jivery barn iu Les Augeles, 
Walifurnia, for two years, and in 186 
weut from there to the Sandwich 


Islands, where he and his brother, Sid- 
ney, followed painting for two years in 
the city of Honoluln: he was afterward 
superintendent of a Bugiér dlantation for 
teoyenrs. From there he caine back 
to the winesin Nevada and afterwarl 
made a irtp to South America ant lived 
ju the republic of Chili. After an ab- 
sence of eighteen years he returned to 
his old home in New York state and in 
87! be was married to Loretta Helms. 
In 1873 he moved to Furnas county. 
Nebraska, near Hanback. where he re- 
sided until 1877. He then moved to 
Norton ard built the first Curniture 
siore Duiit here. The same building is 
now occupied by Wrissht Bros. as a store. 

Mrs. Case was bern at Cold Springs. 
New York in 1853, and died at East 
Randolph, New York. April 7. 1802. 





Mrs. John Case. 


Four children were torn to them, their 
eldest, Jay D., was burn October 12. 
1872. was married June 5, Pet) ote 
Agnes E. Machall. they have one ehud. 
a boy one year ell, they live at Sawyer 
City, Pennsylvania, at this lime, and he 
is engaged in the mercantile trusiness, 





Mr. Case’s second sou, Fred, was horn 
November 15, 1873, and died at Nortou 
in 1882 and is buried in the Norton 
cemetery; his third son. Lynn W.,. was 
born November $, 1876. his youngest 
son, Lee, was born in Norton Septein- 
ber 1), 1884. His two youngest sons 
live with Juy D. at Sawyer City, Penn- 
sylvania, at this time. 

Johu Case died at East Randolph. 

New York, Novennber 4, 1893, of be:mn- 
orrhage of the lungs. Mr. Case was one 
of our most enterprising business men 
while he ljived here. and enjoyed the 
confidence and respect of all who knew 
him. He was an interesting conrersa- 
tionalist and tock pleasure in talking to 
his friends for hours at a time of the 
countries and peculiuriries of the peo- 
pie he had seen in his travels. He onre 
visited theisland of Malochin, which is 
oue of the sipalier islamls of the Sand- 
with group, hpou which the lepers are 
exiled. The writer once heard him 
give a descripion of those distressed 
people, which was mere coniprehensive 
than anything we have ever read in re- 
gard to them. 
» Air, Case remained here until 1887, 
when he remove! to East Randolph. 
New York, wrere he remained until his 
death. 

sidney W, Case was lornin Cattaraugns 
county, New York. A\apust 7, IN11, was 
married to Lizzie F, Arents in Van- 
couver, Washington Territory, July 3, 
1869. Tizzie F. Case was born in Sacra- 
mento, California, June 35, 1854. He 
resided in Porthuid. Oregou, about one 
year, went from there tw the Sandwich 
Islands where he was engated iu the 
manufacture of sugar for a period of 
tour years. Their eldest child, Nellie 
May, wax born at Houolulu. May 17, 
1830, she was married todeun W. Cline 
July 27, lui: they reside in Norton. 

From Honoluin they removed to New 
York where he was engaged in the asri- 
cultural business, Frank L. was burn 
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in Cattaraugus county, New York, Sep- 
tember 1.1872. They resided in 
York for a period of five years. they 
then removed to Furnas county, Ne- 
braska, where they lived for one year. 
and from there to Norton county, where 
he purchased the Jack Brooks timber 
clatin, whieh is now a part of the Hill- 
side addition. Mr. Case built the resi- 
dence now owned and otenpied by J.C. 
Brown, in 1878 hanling the material 
op wason from Kearney. Nebraska. 

Mr Case died Jane 12. 3884. from the 
effects of bemg thrown from a horse. 
Mrs. Case aud Prank reside in the west 
part ot Norton at this time. 

John and Charles Wines came here in 
the spring of 1873 and settled on the 
Sappa. Jobn lett here in 3877; Carley 
remained here until 1590. He now lives 
at Kenesaw, Nebraska. 

John L. Wald was born at Stavanger, 
Norway, Jannary 7, 1835. Married to 
Miss Nettle Eisland in 1860. He learued 
the shoemaker’s trade but was com- 
pelled te quit lus trade on account of 
failing health. Came to America July 
12, 1884: he settled in Winnebage 
county, Wisconsin. where he remained 
with the exception of four years spent 
at Porest City. Iowa, until 1875, when 
he moved to Kansas. He settled ut Al- 
mena May 7%, 183, hethen purchased 
the John Kelly farm, whieh has been 
his home ever since. Mr. and Mrs. 
Wald have had three children, their 
eldest daughter is married and lives ut 
Forest City. Iowa. their two yonngest 
live at home with their parents, Mr. 
and Mrs. Wald were raised up in the 
Luthran church, but became Quakers 
in 18741: he has always been a repuhiicen 
since Coming to America until 1490. he 
is now a populist. 

William H. Holleushead was born 
November 3. 142 in Marion county. 
Ohio. Lived on a farm aid received 
his education in the district sehools. 
He enlisted in compiny M, 3rd Ohin 
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cavnlry, September §, 1861, as a private, 
jeirticipated in ths battles of Shiloh, 
Perryville, Chickimanga. Missionary- 
ridge und many sinuller ones, Was 
taken prisoner at Stone river, December 
31, 1862, with two others of his cow- 
puny, he succeeded in making his escape 
the following night and the next day 
arrived safe inside the nuion lines. He 
was sibseqnently detiled ag brigade 
svont for General Long and served as 
such the lust nine amonths of his army 
life. Ha was discharyzed at Columbia, 
‘Trnnessee. October 11. 1864. and re- 
rirned to Weandot county, Ohio, where 





W. H. Hollenshead. 


by cast his firat vote, it being for Abra- 
ham Lincoln in November, 1864, His 
eatly enyironments were ali democratic. 
bat while he was iu the army he learned 
to shoot right and when he came home 
he voted the samr way, and has kept it 


up every since. He engaged in the 
steck business and continued in that 
until the spring of tk66. 

Mr. Holleusheal was married Mareh 
15. 180. to Mary F. Chapman: she was 
barn November 20, 1844, in Tiffin, 


Seneca county, Ohio. They have bad 
nine children, five are still living. Cara 
B., was boru April 13, 1867, was mar- 
ried to F. C. Spencer, June 14, 1884, 
aud is living in this county at this tine: 
Delia M., was born January 25, 166%, 
died March 2, of the sume year; F. M,, 
was born Mareh 17, 187), aud is new at- 
teuding school nt Salina, Kansas: Ernest 
J, September 24, 1872. aml lives in 
Colorado Springs: Mand A., Jane 9. 
1875, is at home; Eddy, September 15, 
1878, died February 34. 187%; Pearl 8. 
September 14, '#80.: Elza L., April 27, 
{8e8. died January J2, i884, Carl. was 
born February 1, 1886, and died Jan- 
uary 20. 1887. 

Mr. Hollenshead moved from'Ohio to 
Madison county; lowa, iu 1869, engaged 
in farming and stock raising until Octo- 
ber. 1839, when he came io Kansus and 
took the land upon which he still re- 
sides. He went buck to lowa the saine 
falland in February. 1880, returned 
with his family. He landed here with 
ateam of horses and wagen and 4% 
dollar bill as total assets, 

He was elected member of the house 
of representatives in 1834, served in the 
regular session of 1885 and the extra 
session of 1886; voted for Johu.], Ingalls 
for United States senator. He hus been 
active in politics siuce coming here aud 
has been a delegate to nearly every 
county convention since 18S. and has 
been chairman several times. He has 
represented this county in three state 
couventions aud has been a delegate ty 
several congressional and judicial cun- 
ventions, He was nominated for county 
treasurer in 1933 by the republicans and 
electet, defeating Albert Hicks, popn- 
list, Heis a leading member of the G. 
A. R. organizntion and a member of 
the Masome lodge at Lenora, 

Hobert Cook Kelley was born ar Salem. 
New York, October 10, 1809. He was 
educated at the commen schools ail 
learned the trade of silversmith; he 
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came west In 1878 and settled in Ne- 
braska. Hecame to Norton in July, 
1879, and has lived here coutinnously 
ever since. He ia one of the tinest me- 
chanics in the country, and as 4 jeweler 





H. C. Kelly. 


he has no superior, At this time he isa 
member of the firm of Kelly & Graves, 
jewelers, they are operating {wo stores. 
one here the other at Oberlin, Kinsas. 
Dr. BE. M. Turner was born in the 
township of Hudsem. Lenawsa connty. 
Michigan, October 1, 1841, at which 
}iace he livel with his pareuts ona 
Sarin vutil he was fonrteen yeurs of age, 
flis parents then moved ta Pittsford, 
Hillsdiwe conuty, Michigan, where he 
resided until the age of nineteen One. 
ing this time he suceeed in getting an 
edueation besides deine farm work, 
The dovtor during the lust. three or four 
years previous 10 the Dreakiny out of 
the rebellion commenced the stinly of 
medicine. In Derember, Ii, he en- 
listed in company BD, lzth  HMlinvis 
cavalry, which was then stationed at 
Camp Donglas, Chicuge. Te re- 


wained there until about February, 
is@2, from which place the regi- 
ment cas ordered to Camp Butler. 
near Springfield, Wlinois, where it re- 
mained a few weeks and received their 
horses and arms. After the regiment 
was drilled in all the necessary munn- 
vers known in the practice of warfare 
it was ordered to the front via railroad. 
The reciment fir-t set foot cn rebel soi! 
inte Shenandoah valley. Virgiua. atthe 
little town of Martensberg, where it 
speut several weeks louking after the 
interest of the celebrated Mosby, of 
whom il are quite fanilinr, While the 
regiment was sturioned at this point is 
captured Belle Boyd, the famous rebel 
spy. and sent her to Washington, D.€. 
When General Lee made his raid in 
Pennsylvania, the regiment was ordered 
to Harper's Ferry, Maryland. This 
famous band of cavalryiuen marched 
into that historic: city in advance of 
Lee's army, where it remained and 
fought that mighty host of rebels until 
it wes completely surrounded and 
“sacked” ifke so many catsina bay. 
On the might of the third day of its so- 
journ in the city surrunnded by high 
and lofy bits and rebels. this regiment 
and i New York regiment aml one be- 
longing to Maryland were hastened to- 
gether bv the otficersuf the regiments. A 
consultation was hell and it was de- 
cided that these tiree reziments of cav 
alry should at the dead hours of wight 
cut their way through the lines of Gen- 
Lee's main army to place which wonlid 
be more congenial to the liberty of « 
Union eseilier thun to remain and be 
taken prisoner. It was at 11 o'eluck 
that night this handful of men crossed 
the Potomac on the pontoon hridge to the 
Maryland side. Asseon as the hursex 
trod upot firm footing they started on a 
#ullop taarch, The gouiiund soon came 
to the rebels picketa and pave iherm a 
friendly salute anil kept a force wareh 
up all might. At daybreak the comn- 
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mau] was s0 far out of danger from 
the enemy in the rear that they thought 
themtseives cowparatively safe and 
could do more a+ they plensed. Just as 
they emerged from a dens forest from 
behind « bill ihe sound of heavy wagons 
wis heard. An advance guard was 
sent out to ascertain what it all meant. 
Tt was thonght at first that Lee had 
headed them off with hia entire force 
wf artillery and they would be called 
upon to give a strict account of what 
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Dr. E. M. Turner. 


had happened during the night after 
living Harper's Ferry. After the ad- 
vance pnard had taken in the situation 
ha returned and reported to the officer 
in command and an order was given to 
charge. The charge was made; the 
‘iemy was easily captured. It was the 
Wagon train of Lee's entire army. The 
train was wheeled about and puton a 
louie quick march. At neon the 
whale ontfit wag run safely into Green 
Castle, Pennsylvania, where the entire 
force remnined a few weeks for rest. 
His regiment returned to the front via. 
Williansport; went inte winter quarters 





at Dumfires on the Potomac, where they 
scouted about the country and had 
several encounters with the  bush- 
whackers. About February, }83. they 
abandoned the cmap and went to Bell- 
plain, near Fredricksburg. During the 
line of march they had several engige- 
meuts, but met with no great loss of 
meu or horses. In April. 1863, the en- 
tire union army of the Potomac was 
reviewed in front of Fredrickaburg by 
President Abraham Lincoln, A short 
lime afterward the greater portion of 
the cavalry was «rdered to Richmond, 
Virgina, wuder Ube conupaud of Grenerai 
Stoneman. After marching for three or 
four days towar? Richmond-u small de- 
tachinent of the cavalry was ordered to 
return to Chaucellorvills, Virginia. The 
doctor at that time was quartermaster 
Bergeant. andurdered back with others 
holding the same position in the brigade, 
to revurn with their pack rrain to 
Chancellorville and remain under corer 
of Hooker's army. In June, 1863, ab 
this locality the greatest three-day and 
bight fight took place that ever occurred 
in the hiwory of the rebellion. It was 
ou the third day that Stonewall Jackson 
was killed while leading his men ina 
charge with the avewed purpose of 
breaking the union lines. 

During the summer the regiment waa 
engaged principally. after their return 
from Richmond, in scouting, In No- 
vember, 1863, the regiment was ordered 
to Washington, D. C. There it was 
decided by avote that they should re- 
enlist. getting « thirty day furlough. 
They arrived in Chicago about the lust 
of the month, was discharged and re- 
enlisted. taking in some recruits, then 
spent the month of December at home. 
By the middle of Jaunary, tS64, the 
boys were all buck at Chicago. and in 
February the regiment was ordered 
to St. Louis where It remained until 
navigation opened upin the Mississippi 
river. From there they went to New 
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Orleans on the old Continental steamer, 
which was 4 huge river boat about 350 
feet long. After reaching New Urleaus 
they went into camp at Carlton. a small 
town on the river near New Orleans. 
Here they received orders to go to Alex- 
andria, Loneiana. and jviu General 
Banks’ army, which ly at Sbreveport, 
up the river from Alexandria. In this 
locality tha cavalry and infantry had 
done cousiderable fighting. The en- 
tire land forces marched to New Or- 
leans, Louisiana, immediately after the 
regiment arrived it was sent to Donald- 
sonville. Atthis ptlee the person who 
js the subject of this sketch was taken 
sick with a malarial fever, known in the 
gonth »s “break bone fever.” He was 
sent to the United Srates hospital at 
Baton Rouge, Louisiana. As soon as 
he recovered he was (letailed by 
special order to remain at the hospital 
and was pnt in charge of the drug and 
dispensing department of the husp tal. 
He s00u Lecawe a favorite ameng the 
physicians and surgeons of the hospital 
staff, who spared no pains in wiving him 
pointers in the stndys of medicine and 
surgery. At this place he resnimed the 
study of medicine and has never Ceased 
its study from that time up to the pres- 
ent time, abont thirty years. He re- 
mained in the hospita? there until the 
middle of June, 1&b5, when he was 
ordered back to Camp Butler, MHlinois. 
to join his regiment. «nd was mustered 
ont of Uncle Sam's service ou June 25, 
1865. He at once returned home and 
entered the medical departznent of the 
Michigan University, where he received 
a thorough training ia all the depnrt- 
ments of medicine and surery. After 
the closing of the cummelcement ex- 
ercises of the college su the spring of 
186%, he returned to his ewe in Pitts. 
ford. In July of the sume year be coin. 
menerd the practice of mediciue und 
surgery at Isseu, Hillsdale county, 
Michigun. He was rnarried tu Miss 


Mary E. Brown in November. 185s, 
Here he made many friends and his 
practice grew very rapidly, In: i85¥ 
he became a partuer in a drug store. 
In February, 1874, a son was born to 
him. Inthe spring of 1875 he removed 
to Blisstield, Michigan, and there built 
up a large pracrice. In 1876 his wife 
died with internal cancer. He was 
aga married on December 16, 1878: 
this proved to be an unbappy ukirriage. 
and separation was the result. One 
child. a girl. was borne him by his sec- 
oud wife. In 18K) ha came to Kansa-. 
finatly chose Norton as his futuiy boi. 
where on April |8, of tie the same year. 
he resized the practice of medicine. 
Tne doctor tovk up, in connection with 
his practice. the study of geology. aud 
in 1862 made some valuable discoveries 
in Norton county. Subsequently he 
was atsisted in the work by Prof. Rob- 
ert Hay, of Junction City. They mule 
4 nnmber of valuzble finds. By them the 
rocks of this county wera classified and 
named. About this time tha doctor 
organized the first cornet band that this 
county ever had. 

In November, 1883, Mr. Turver was 
elec-d coroner for the first time, Iu 
the summer of 1854, he became dissatis- 
fied with the future outlook of of Nor- 
ton county, and like many Others, 
thought he wonld. seek another field 
for the future. He removed to Rice 
county, Kansas, but im December, 1885 
he returned and took up the practice of 
medicine again, He was again elected 
eorouer at the next election, waich 
office he hag held continuously ever 
since. He has held the following in- 
quests: R. WG. Orr, October 8. 1836: 
John Gaffney, February 4, 1888; C. W. 
Shumway. July 1 aud 2, 1888: Philip 
Herron, October 16, 1889: Peter Tschudi. 
April 22, 1890; Jobn O'Bright, May 9. 
186U; Joseph Murphy, July 14, 1$y0, and 
Nathan Grey, Febroary '2, 1839. Tu 
October, 1885, he was appointed assist- 
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aut surgeon for the B. & M. railroad at 
thia pleee and held tha; position until 
appointment waa discontinued, He be- 
cone @aaember of the American Rail- 
road association also a member of the 
Academy of Science of Kuuras. 

tin December 30, 1887. Mr. Turner was 
qnarried to Mrs. Reuben Marsh. a widow 
and a stepmother of Si] Marsh, who 
came Lere from Gilbertsville. Otsego 
eomuty. New York. 

Mr. Turner was appointed the first 
health officer that, Narton ever had. 

Leslie Augnstus Lovejoy was born at 
Noscoe, Illinois, Deceinber 2. 1847; was 
raisved on a farm and received a com- 
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L. A. Lovejoy. 


wen school education. He was married 
to Susan Wyuian, December 21, 1870, 
they have had five children, the two 
vounyvest were born ia Norton county; 
Grave was born July 81, 1879: Sue, 
Jone 30, 1888, He came to Norton 
weunty in September. 1878. His wife 
died July 9, 1883. and was buried in the 
Almena cemetery. He was married 
agajn in Neveniber, 1889, to Frances 


Burns, they bave bad one child, Mary. 
bern January 4, 1831, Fle has always 
been a republican. He was elected 
conuty commissioner fram the first «dis- 
triet in 1864, and served for three years. 
He is @ member of the Congregational 
ehutch. Ge is engaged at this time in 
the iniplement business at Almena. 

George Washington Bronson was 
born in Delaware county, Ohio, March 
21, 1841, moved to Ogle county, [linois, 
in I85¢: was raised oo a farm and received 
a common school education. He vol- 
unteered Septeanber 23, 2862. in com- 
pany G. 43th [Ninois infantry and served 
as a private until the battle of Shilo. 
He was shot throngh the head in that 
battle and was dischurged on thia ac- 
count; he was ulso in battles of Fert 
Henry and Anderson. He was married 
to Mary Eliza Fuller in JImne. 1862: 
they bave had ceven children. the 
youngest was born in Norton conuty. 
Be studied inedicine with Dr. Potter, of 
Oregon. Iline’s. for tour years, took a 
course of lectures at Ann Arbor in 1867 
aud moved to Iowa that fall. He caine 
to Nebraska in November, !870, and 
settied at Republican City; went back 
to Iowa und stayed a few years then 
came 10 Kansna in Deceuber. 1877; has 
practiced metlicive nere ever since. He 
has always Leen a Duglas democrat aud 
wis posunaster at Almena under Cteve- 
laud’s first term. He wag twice the 
bominee of his party for coroner, bnt 
has never been elected. . 

Milten Bb. Pogue was bornin Highland 
county, Ohio, April 3, 7841, lived on a 
farm with his parents until Septeurber, 
1853, when he with his parents moved 
to Oswego, Kendall county, liinoia, 
and located on a farm one mile from 
Oswego, where he  Teceived a 
common school education, In August, 
1861, he eulisted in curmpany C. Ith 
Tlinoig cavalry and participated in some 
of the most pruminent battles, Fort 
Henry, Fort Donelson and Shiloh and 
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numerous skirmishes. He was dis- 
charged November 4. 1864, at Spriug- 
field, Mlinois, and arrived at home in 
time to vote for Abraham Lincoln's 
second term, that being his first vote 
and be has voted with the republican 
party ever since. After the war he fol- 
lowed farming and stock raising, buy- 
ing and shipping tothe Chicago mark- 
ets until coming west. He was niir- 
ried to Helen McKenney, November 15, 
1871, at. Oswego, Illinois: they have had 
two children, Hattie, born January 21, 
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M. B. Pogue. 


3873, who graduated from the Oxsweo 
high school June 15, 1991: LeRoy. born 
October 21, 1874, graduating from the 
fame school March 8, txt? ia at pres- 
ent stenographer in the veneral office uf 
the C. B.& Q. railroad company. 

in the spring of 1862, Mr. Pogue, in 
theempluy of G. W. Synires, started 
west to bny sheep nud went ns far ay 
Sault Lake City. Utah, where be beneht 
7.000, started them thruugh the munnt- 
xins and waaon the drive about three 
moms, arriving at Kearney, Nebraska, 
in November, where he bought 1,000 


more and went up on the North Leap 
to winter. Not leing pleased with she 
country in Nebraska. he decided to go 
south, coming to Norton county Angnet 
28, 1883; Mr. Pogue's brother, C. F., 
accompanying him, They brought 
1.800 sheep and located in Solomen 
township, on the farm known as the 
Sawyer place, where be srill resides. 

Mr. Pogue was elected county com: 
missioner from the third district to fill 
the unexpired term of Mr. Wilson in 
the full of 1888 aud was re-elected in 
1889 to a three-year terin. 

George Clark Post was born May 10. 
JM3, in Michigan, was raised on a farm. 
Re enlisted May 16, 1861, in company D. 
8rd Michigan infantry. He was in the 
first battle of Bull Run. went throngh 
the Peninsnia campaign under Me- 
Clelau. He was wounded at Fair 
Oaks, was also taken prisoner there, but 
made his escape the sane nignt: this oc- 
curred on June 4. 1862. He then wenr 
to Washing:on aml was discharged on 
account of wound received in his lefr 
arm. He then returned to Michigan 
aud on Mach 23, 188. he was married 
to Matilda Gilbert. Three children 
were born to rhein: Hattie, the eldest. 
Was born April 12, 1267, she married 
Nich Garland and lives ona farm two 
niiles west of Norton; Mina. their sec- 
ond daughter, was born Ocrober 34. 
187, she lives in Michizan; Ivon, their 
only son, wus born November 28, 1876. 
and died in June, 1878. Mrs. Post died 
in July, 18738, and is buried in the Ray 
cemetery on Lony Branch. 

Mr Post came to Norton county Octo- 
Ler 13, 1874, and settled at that time on 
Loag Branch and has resided there cou- 
tinuously ever since, He was elected 
probate judge in {S876 on the Leots 
ticket. He was justice of the peace of 
Crystal towuship fur six years. He bas 
always been a republican, He was 
Inatried again November 12, 1882, tu 


Mrs. Francis Stratton: they hare two 
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children, Lela, the eldest, is eight years 
old and Teddy is two year old. 

Elias Foland was born in Madison 
cuunty, Iidiana, October 11.1845. He 
lived on a farm and went to the istrict 
schools until seventeen yeurs of age, 
when he enlisted in the 101s lodiana in- 
tuntry, August 1862. serving to the 
close of the war, He wasin the battles 
of Stoney ill, Kingstou, Hoover's Gap 
and Chicainanga: and was besieged at 
(Chattanooga one whole winter when the 





E. Foland. 


rebel, General Bragg, tried to starve 
them into a surrender. Mr. Foland 
Went through the war without a scratch, 
After being discharged and attending 
the grand review at Washington he re- 
Turtwad ro the farin. On Mareh 6, 1869, 
he was inarried to Elizabeth J. Schuvler 
of Hamiitea connty, Indiana. In the 


Jalbuf IsTS he moved to Norton counly 


With his family, consisting of wite ani 
hwo enildren, Mary C., horn January 15, 
ISio: George R.. horn fanuary 30, IsT2 

me child died in Lidiana. He setrled 


on the homestead be now occupies. put- 
ting a soldier's fling on it in Asus, 
1878. Mr. Folund has always been a 
republican, a Dopey anan, havin been 
elected three times trustee of Aldine 
township. In 1888 he was elected com- 
missioner of the first district. serving 
three vears during which term the court 
honse was built. He received the nomi- 
natim for probate jndge in i892. but 
was defeated by Judge Gray by only 
three niajority. Mr. Foland has been a 
successful farmer and says that, in his 
@xperievce. he has received more re- 
wards for labor an the Norton county 
farm than he ever enjoyed elsewhere. 

James Spencer was born iu West- 
moreland county. Peunsylvania. Feb- 
Tuary 4, 1816 He was raised on a farm. 
He moved to Fredricks burg, Ohio, when 
a young man; wus inarried there to 
Maury A. Hutchison. She was born in 
Ho:mes county, Ohio, in 1826. 9 Six 
children were born to them, three af 
them died before coming to Kansas. 
their eldest hving child married George 
L_ Atkinson at Paxton. Illinois. Anna. 
their second danghter was born in Ohio 
in 1855. she died in Norton ia 1878: 
Nelson J. Spencer, their only san. was 
born at Fredrieksburg, Ohio. Mareh 12, 
1863. He came to Kansas with his 
parents in 3873 and settled in Clay 
eounty. They moved to Norton Sep- 
tember 19, i878. Mor. Spencer went 
on a farm after coming here, bot he 
and Nelson went into the wercantile 
business in Norton in 1883, under the 
firm name of Spencer & Son. They 
continued in business until 1s, Mr. 
Spencer then retiriuy from business on 
account of his increasing age. Since 
that time he and his wife have lived in 
retirement, 

Nelsom Spencer miurricd Mera Kelsey, 
dantiivy $1885: she was born at Kala- 
inazoo, Micaigsaa, March I, 1867, she 
came here with ber father, Edwin 
WNelsey, in 187%. Three children have 
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been born to them, Mamia, born. Octo- 1842, ia Carrol cointy. Ohio, moved 
ber 27, 1Ne5: Nena, born June 27, 1889, with his parents to Merrer County when 
Frances, born November 23, (82. about sixteen years of age. He receiver 

Nelson Spencer has been active in a‘conmeon school education, IH0 en- 
politics as a republican; was a candi- listed im company C. 1'8th O. V. P., 
date for sheriff in 1889, but failed to get August “2. 1872. at Forr Recovery, 
the nomination. He ig traveling sales- Ohio. as a nrivate. but says he was 
Promoter? to M. D. Gonle driver) and 
served as such during the greater purl 
of his service. He was in Knoxville 
during the sieve. tut was safely housed 
under the covered bridge nt the time of 
Longstreet’s ussanIit on the works. He 
lost his renin during the siete and after 
ti was rei¢ed was reduced to the rank 
again ane’ participated inall the marches 
apd conmtermarches of the 23rd corps to 
which his regiment helonged. In east 
Tennessee during the following winter 
ou December 29, 1863, the regiment 
fought ts first battle at Mossy Creck. 
This was che only patile in which Mr. 
Burke participated during the war. 
In April be was again promoted to + 
inne driver and drove team during the 
Atlanta campaign. They returvel to 
Clifton. Tennessee, where they turned 
N. J. Spencer. over their teams and received trans- 


¥ “ portation to Washington, D. ©., where 
inan for the George A. Kennard Gro- they drew new tents and wagous: 


cery couipiny of St. Joe, bas been in their londed Yiteur on "Sledmi@ra And “weit 10 


employ for fuur years. _ Withnington, N. C., where they fol- 
George L. Atkinson Was born iD Joyedd up the army until the close of the 
Delaware county. Ohio. November 19, wor, He was mustered ont at Suils- 
1844: he lived on a farm until the spring burg, in west Coroliua. June 24. 1865. 
of 1864. when he eulisted in the [45th and was discharged at Cleveland. Ohio. 
Ohio voluneer infantry and served four July 10. of the same year, 
months, He was in the battle of Mr. Barke was married to Mary S. 
Georgetown when Exrly made his raid Skeels, January 10,1867, she was bor 
on Washington. He enlisted again poy nary 4, 1845. in Mercer county 
February 7, 1863. and was discharged Qijig Six children have heen born to 
September 14, 1865, He went to Nli- them. Their eldest. Orval D.. 
nois in 1865 and was married to Eautma 
E. Spencer on December 31. 1868, They 











Wis 
horn Nevember J4. 1807, is now in 
! Central City, Nebraska. imanaving a 
have eight chibiren. five loys und three jarvestock of xeneral merchandise for 
girls. Mr. Atkiuson came to Norton hig anut, Mrs, 5. J. Parsons: Chauncey 


county in the spring of 188. He is now 4) porn Ocrober 3. 1889, is now clerkine 
trustee of Ruck Branch township. in Norten: Dullzell B.. March 19, i872. 
Isaiah P. Burke was born January li. ig a telegraph operatur: Percey L.. 
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February 24, 1880; Austie P.. January 
15, 1882, she was thy first girl and was 
torn on Boy Creek; Lena V., June 2, 
1884, died August 6. 1895, in Norton, 

1. FP. Burke moved to Republic 
comity, Kansas, in October, 1870, took it 
homestead and comuenced improving 
jt. living thers until the spring of 1876 
when in comptny with hig father-in 
law. Sylvester Skeels. came to Norton 
county, the former settling on the head 





I. P. Burke. 


of Boy Creek the latter on the head of 
Jones Branch, on the land now uwned 
by D. A. Blne in Rdeck Branch town- 
ship. 

I. P., as beis co umvnaly known, has 
beeu twice elected justice of the peace 
in his township, aud in )881 was the 
nominee for columissiover of the first 
district of the repnblican convention 
or high salary, and was endorsed by the 
people's or law satay convention, and 
Wits electel] to a three-year tern. giving 
universal stutisfaction, He was asain 
nominated and re-elected, defeating 
Jiunes Hurst. demeerat and green bicker, 
In the spring of 1885 he traded his farm 
us Job Case for his stock of yeneral 
Werchandise and niwved to Norton when 


he resigned the office of commissioner. 
He first had his stock of goods on the 
south side of the square in the old lowa 
restaurant building. until he completed 
his store room, bow occupied by M, F. 
Growne & Co. He remained in Norton 
alwut one year when be sold the build- 
ing and moved bis goods to Oronoque 
where he lid erected a store room and 
continued the business until about two 
years agu when he soll his stock of 
veneral merchailise to his two cidest, 
sons, but looks after the business. Dur- 
ing -he year he was in Norton hé was 
elected to the city conncil. bas heen 
twice elected justice of the pence in 
Leo a towuship. and he was 4 candidate 
for the office of county treasnrer before 
the republican primaries in 1849. but 
was defeated by N. L. Johnson. He 
was the republican nominee for probate 
judge in 18%, but went down in the 
great landslide, being defeated by W. 
S. Grav. populist. He has ulway been 
arepublican and active in poliries, bas 
been a delegate to almost.every connty 
convention and is now a delegnie to the 
state couvention to be held Jnne 6. He 
has hell the comtmitteemanstip of his 
township continuously for a number of 
years, he was also elected trustee ur 
Leota township in 1693. defeating W. 
L, Cole, the populist nominee. 

Isane Keener was born June 3, 184, 
in Indiana county, Pennsylvania. He 
moved to Bneluman county Missouri. 
with his parents iu 1847. [He was uar- 
ried in September, 1860 to Malinda 
Evans. Shortly after lis marriage he 
settled in Madison county, lowa. where 
he lived for two yenrs: he then tioved 
to DeKalb county. Missuyri, where he 
remained until 1878 when he uioved to 
Norten conuty aud settled in) Leota 
township where he has lived ever since. 
He entisted ia cuinpaay B, 78th Missouri 
state militia during the war. Seven 
children have been born to them, all 
living im this county, four of them mar- 
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ried, In politics Mr. Keener has al- 
ways been a democrat. He was clected 
sheriff of this county in 188%, defeating 
L,S. Shetey, the republican neimninee. 
He was again the nominee of his party 
ju 18$5. but was defeated by Amon 
Butler. He has several times been 
elected to u township: office. He was 
appointed postinaster at Oronayue in 
July. 1885, aud served during the bal- 


I. Keenér. 


ance of Clevuland’s first termu: he was 
ayain appointed postmaster in August. 
18U8, and is holding the oflige sit. this 
time. He and his eldest so, Jitcub, are 
in the mereantite business at Daromoque 
and are doing a lucrative and protitatde 
business. He has been u delegate trot 
this county to nearly every state and 
congressionnl conventiau held) by the 
demoeratiy party since 1st. 

Jot Snyder wag berm at Octhousen, 
Gerwany, November Jo, 48. [le cnn: 
tu Ameriea with hig parent= in PS“ anid 
settled ut Treuton, New Jersey. He 
learned the trade of a Cigarmaker, 


which he followed for twenty-seven 
years. He was married to Rebecca 
Luther, January ¥0, 1866: they had one 
child, John J., who was born February 
3. 1867. and) was inarried at Nurton to 
Luella steele, Novernber 27, 1892; they 
have one child, Chesivy C, born Octo- 
ber 26, 1898. Mrs. Snyder diel June 15, 
sit, Mr. Suyder was married again 
on Easter Sunday, 187 to Anna M. 
Huffman. Three children were the 
resultof this union: Enanna AH, born 
October 9. 1879; Philip. Augus: 4. 1851. 
and Harry N., born May 10, 18¢7. 

Mr. Snyder cante to Kausas aud sei- 
tled in Nortou county in 1880. Fle took 
a bomestend vue mile south of Norton 
where he lived for three vears. He 
then woved to town and started a cigar 
factory, which he continued for two 
years; he then opened upp an ice cream 
and confectionery parler which he bas 
continned ever since under the firue 
name of Snyder & Sov. Mrs. Snyder 
died July 28, 1884, aud was, buried in 
the Norton cemetery. 

Mr. Snyder has alway been a repub- 
licun and has twice been elected on the 
eity council, first in 15891 and again iu 
1883. 

L. H. Gowdy was born in) Henderson 
county, Tlinois. August 3, (852. then 
the frontier of civilization. His parents 
removed to Mommouth, Hlingis, when 
he was five years of age. Ile was edu- 
eateil in the public schools of Mommnouth. 
He was married October 25, 1877. itt 
College Spring, Iewa. to Anna Reid. 
Mr. Gowily carue to Norton county in 
the spring of TH8Q. where he ran the 
Advance until he sold out, then went to 
Philadelphin, Pennsylvania. ui August. 
Isst. He went ta Colorado Springs 
November 50, 1884. where he was owner 
of the Colerade Springs Republic. a 
daily aml weekly paper, eight years, but 
is now vondueting a successful jol 
printing business there, As nn editor 
here he wag qnite aggressive and made 











«lively paper. He sided with the neo- 
plu rerber than the poliricians iu the low 
salary tight tor example. In his own 
words: 

~ What I did there was, according to 
iy judgwenr and iatentions, for the 
penefit of the people. Had I cotisulted 
my own good I would have taken to 
officeand more easily tided over the 
calamity period, In all ny political or 
poblic life Ihave nothing whatever to 
be ashawed of, nothing that I shall fear 
to have held upto pnplic gaze. For my 
awn personal well being I would have 
loge much better to have remained on 
the fence or takeu the side opposite to 
that whieli I did rake.’ 

Mr. Gowdy's partner, V. C. Beckett, 
wis born in Michigan in 1833: educated 
in the common schools aud leirned the 
printer's trade in Elkhart, Indiana. He 
wi3 married to Dora Drvden in 1886, 
amd died in Springdale, Missouri, in 
April, 1893. Beckert had been in ill 
health for some time, consumption, and 
in Ins desponleney leaped from a 
window to the pavement below, dying 
instantly, He neld several good news- 
peper situations. the Burlington Bawk 
EYe, wih “‘Bob* Bnrdetre. Peoria 
Transeript. Denver News and Colorado 
Springs Republic, He was a clever 
wiiter in both prose and puetry, (a 
sanple of his poerry wifl appear later.) 
He came to Norton county in the sum- 
wer af 1879, leaving iu the spring of 
Iss! , 

Henry Joint was born April 1, 183". 
in Will county, MMivors. He was raised 
afarm. Hewas married Febrnary 
22, [R77, to Mary Dutt, who was born in 
Canada, August 21, 1857. Five child- 
ten have been born to them. four of 
thei stil living. The names of the 
ehildren are: Estella, born April 18, 
isis, diede April M4. 1880; Archie E., 
horn Ocotober 23, 1879: Jesse S., May 
ZY, 1882; Silva A., April 3, Iss4, and 
Leslie, born January 11, (887. 
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Mr. Jvint caine to Norton county 
Mareh 1, 12879, and settled = in 
Lincoln township, where he reinained 
unti} 1889 when he moved ta Norton 
where he resides at this time. He was 
elected trustee in 1880 and served as 
justice of the peace fur two terms. 

He was elected sheriff of this county 
as a democrat in 18%) and was re-elected 
in 1891. 

He was the nominee of the democratic 
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H. Joint. 


party for probate judge in 1884, but was 
defeated by judge Adams, 

Heury Joint is one of the most popu- 
larand genial of men, has full sway in 
the friendship uvd coutidence of all his 
acquaintances, a min who seems to 
have a desire to husten to help a friend. 

John Dutt, Mrs. Joints father, was 
born iu Sconland about 80 years ayo, 
eame to this county in 187¥ and home- 
steaded in Grant township where he still 
resides. himself and wife. with his son 
John R. They lad fenr children, the 
other two being Mrs. G. If. Grahain and 
James A., who died here in 1562. 

Clark F. Shimeslt was born September 
18, 1848, oo a farin three miles from 
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CanJohurie, Muntgomery county, New 
York, and when 12 years of age his 
father and family moved to McHeury 
county, Tliuois. farmed there for five 
years when he und fainily moved to 
Shoeffer. Wisconsin, a snill tewn in 
Rock county, where he now resides. C. 
F. Sbimeall enlisted in company F. 18 
Wisconsin volunteers, June }, 1862; his 
three elder brothers being at that time 
inthe army, he re-enlisted January 1. 





Cc. F. Shimeall, 


isd: was in the western army nnder 
Sherman, was mustered out at SanAn- 
toniv, Texas, December 27, 1865, he 
then returned home where he met his 
brothera, two of whom served in the 
anny three years and the other four 
years and fonrmonths. The following 
Mareh he went to Chicasaw county, 
Towa and broke prairie nut farmed for 
two years when he moved to Delaware 
county, Jowa, andin Maureh 1871 he war. 
ried Miss Salina M. Newcomb of Man- 
chester. Iowa, and located in Hopkintan. 
Delawnre county, lowa, and engaged in 
the harness bnsiness and Iuter in the 
creumery business and rewcined jn 
Hopkinton until he moved ta Norton, 





Kansas. They were blessed wiih six 
children; two of them died in infancy. 
Minna, now Mrs. C. M. Poe being th 
eldest. He and bis family arrived at 
Norton. December 23, 186s. hopivs jt 
wonld improve bis wife's health but sh: 
died very suddenly March 4, 18*7. The 
following month he enraged in the 
mercantile business with Mr. L. Terpen- 
ing. his brother in law. as a qartuer: 
they continued in business nati] Septen- 
ber 1. 1888 when Mr. Terpening moved 
to Almena and took charze of the s1ock 
of merchanilise at that place which be- 
longed tothe firm. and the partuership 
was dissolved bv mutual conseut. 

Their business was very profitable to 
them and f think it is conceded that U. F. 
Shimeall is, an¢ has been one of the most 
Successful. inerchatits that ever did 
business in Norton, 

Mr. C.F. Shimeall continued in she 
mercantile business until May 5, 189: 
when he sold his groceries and dry gunds 
and engaged in the exclusive elothine 
under the name cf Shimeali & Sun. ‘The 
firm being C. F. Shiueall and bis eldast 
son, Clark Floy:t. Mr. Shimeall has 
always been active in polities as a repab- 
lican; he was elected 1 member of the 
city council in 1890 aed was elecred 
miryor the same year to fill an unexpir- 
ed term of Fred Hazelton who had re- 
signed. Ie was re-elected mayor law 
practicably aunaninions vote the follow- 
ng spring of TSUT. ; 

Mr. Shimeall was married November 
19, [890ta Miss Lottie A. Woodard: they 
have one child. 

A. W. Gilder was born in Fayette 
ecoumy. Lows. April 22, 1859, and moved 
with his parents te Buchanan county 
in 1865. aml soon after moved to(trandy 
connty where he assisted bis pereuts iu 
ayrioemiturml pursuits. In the fall 
1875 he eane te Mitehell county, Kan 
sis, With G. W.) Cheeseman. where he 
joined las parents who had moved thers 
in the spring of that year, la the spring 
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of 1805, Mr. Gilder eame with his 
jairents to Norton county where they 
located upon the south east quarter of 
section eighteen, town five, rane twen- 
ty:-three. Their supply of world's goods 
was uot very pleutiful, Willie would 


xut a load of freigiit oeeassionly to haul’ 


trom WakKeeney, and gather buffalo 
bunes and haul ta Wakeeney, Trego and 
Ellis for ibe small sum of 82.50 to $5.00 
wer Con. 

Ju the stuomer of 388U our subject 
went Gist 10 get work as all his effort 
to raise a living here was bligbted by 
the drouth: be found work in Saline 
county. While on this trip east when 
Kirwin was reached, the United States 
land offieu was located at that place, he 
Hotmesteaded the north west qnarter of 
seclion tweuty, won five Tange twenty- 
three June 24, whieb beset abour to im- 
prove: he pniltsa comfortable stone house 
xii und sean after a frame addition 
was added. in the mean time «he stock 
Was not neglected a frame bora and 
other convenient buildings were baile as 
suon as Means would aduié, 

In the year 1881 Mr. Gilder weut to 
Tie Siding, Wyoming, where he went to 
Work inuking railroad ties xd telephone 
polls, returning two mouths later. Mr. 
Gilder was married Maren 30, 1583. to 
Miss Annie Warlie whois a native of 
Missouri; she was bora February 26, 
1867 in Mercer county. She moved with 
her parents to Decatur connty near 
‘Sherlin in 1874. in time to witness the 
lndian raid of that year and see the 
vounty uearly depopnlated by taking a 
statnpede a short tlistance east for a few 
days, Mr, and Mrs. Gilder reside in 
Norton county, and made final proof up- 
ou their claiin in the fall of 1886. In 
Ios he gull his farm and moved te 
Delivale on the Roek Island railraad 
Where he builr a large store honse 22340 
feet also a shop and went to work at his 
trade, blacksmithing. He was appoint: 
ed postinaster at Dellvale and vontinned 








to hold the office until the summer of 
1891. Their family consist of four child- 
ren. Heis ason of 8. B. and Eanice 
Eldridge Gilder. Hig father resides in 
Norton county and ig 78 years olé; Mrs. 
Gilder died in the year {$86 at the ge 
of 70 years, Mr, Guilder has made a 
mark in life although not accomplished 
tauch financially be struggled hard to 
stay and help build up this county. 

To such men Norton county owes great 
credit for its present condition. 

Or. Benjamin Frauklin Stoddard was 
horn Jaunary 8, 1838, in Sueuange conn- 
ty, New York: he wis rnised ona farm 
and attended the common schools. 
After he was old enough to do for himn- 
self he learned the carpenter’s trade. He 
Was married July 3, 186) to Delia Earl: 
six children have leen born to them. 
He volunteared in company K. 144 New 
York infantry, September, 1864. He wus 
on detached service while in the war aud 
was in no regular battle, was mustered 
out in August 1805. He enme weet 
after the war, lived one yeat in Ilinois 
and eight years in Macon county, Mis- 
souri. Hesettled in Norton county in 
let3 and took land six miles vorth-west 
of Norton: he lived on his lund antil be 
inade proof in 188°, he then woved to 
Norton and has remained here continu- 
ously ever since following the otcupa- 
tion of contractor and builder. His 
eldest child, Caddy. married H. F. King: 
they liveon a farm at Dalphos. Nansas : 
they have fourcehildren. Earl, Frank’: 
eldest son, was born ia September 1xh4: 
he livesin Norton. Charles N. was born 
in 1867; he also lives in Norton. Anna 
was born in i874: she married Freeman 
Nixon in 1898: they live ona farm two 
uiiles west of Norton, Hartie Butler 
was born September 15, 1876. Strela 
Myrtle born iu 18s, 

Mrs, Stoddard was born in Delaware 
county, New York, in 1810 

Mr. Stoddard is nu republican and an 
eathusiustic member of the G. A. R. 
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He says he was the seventh son and in 
honor of the event they nained him Dr. 
Benjamin Franklin. 

Fred Smythe Hazelton was born in 
in West Springtield. New Hampshire, 
October t7, 1956; moved with lis parents 
tio Delaware county. lows, in 1866, 
and the following year woved to 
Farmersburg. Clayton county. Iowa. 
where he artended the counmon scbools. 
Tu 1872 he came to Lancaster ¢onnty, 
Nebraska here he worked on his father 8 





FE. S. Hazélton. 


farm in summer and attended school in 
winter. He beyan teaching when he 
was 18 years of axe. and at 20 learned 
telegraphing at Firth. Nebraska: he re- 
inained in the empl y of the Atchison & 
Nebraska raiiroad company is ageutand 
Operator until 1879 when the B. & M. as- 
sumed contro) of that road: he was then 
nade agent at Milford, Nebraska, where 
he remained until X83 wher be resigned 
to become cashier of Blaw Valley Bank 
at Millferd. He résigned the position 
of cashier after eighteen Wwouths service 
and came to Kansas, settling in Norion 
in October, 18%5, where he enzaced iu 


the real estate, luan, and abstract, busi- 
ness. He has remained in that business 
continuously ever since: mos of the time 
the business has been conducted under 
the frm name of Hazelton& Wilder. 
He has always been a zealous repnblican 
and takes a promircent part in our local 
and stuie politics. He waselected mayer 
of Norton in 1889 and re elected in |3u- 
but resigned to accept the appointment 
of qnartermaster general of the National 
order of Sons of Veterans whitn was 
tendered him by Leland J. Webb during 
his administration us commander in 
chief. He held this Office one year be- 
ginning Sepiember 1890, with kead- 
quarters jo Topeka but retsined bis 
busiuess interest here. He was elected 
cashier of the First National Bank of 
Norton in October 1893 and occupies 
that position at this time. He is one of 
our most public spirited citizens, and ix 
a member of the Masonic lodge and Sons 
of Veterans. He wasmarned to Ela M. 
Quible. January 29, 1880; they have oue 
child. Edna M., born Jnly 32, 1884. 

Mrs. Hazelton was born in Mill conn- 
ty, Hlinois, May 10. 1850 after receiving 
8 corntnun school education she taught 
part of the time and attended the state 
normal sehool at Pern, Nebracka. Her 
parents moved from lllinois to Afloe 
connry, when she was 4 child and have 
Temained there ever since. 

Elijan T. Coliins came here from 
Clo .d county, Kansas, in J872; he at 
ouce began the erection of a mill, but 
soon found himself out of money. The 
Newell brothers advanced him money 
anil the work went on until the dam 
was completed, this was of but littie 
benefit as it washed out early in 1875: 
in fact it was rebuilt and washed out ne 
less than four times hefore be got a mill 
built, In the fall of [NTS he put ina 
sawmill and in the spring of J8T4 he 
purchased a buhr for the purpose ot 
grinding corn. The buhr was set up on 
the bank of the creck aed had no cover- 
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ing. A freshet in the spring of 1875 
washed a partof the dam out and on- 
idlerminded the bubr so that it toppled 
into the creek, Collins was without 
ineney most of the time, but he never 
lost conrage, bnt struggled uluny with 
his heart set on building a mill, but 
never aecomplished mnch until 1878 
when David Close bought a onenalfl 
interest, and from that time on Norton 
has always had a mill. Close boucht 
Collins’ interest in 1880. Mr. Collins 
left here im 1882 and returned to Clond 
county. He owns a mill at Summer- 
ville, Altamma county, Kansas, and re- 
sides there at this time. He was mar- 
vied in Norton, Jannary 1/, 1889, to 
Jennie Norman: they have four children. 

John K. Gray was born in Noble 
county, Indiana, December 1, 1s58. 
His parents moved :o Mason county, 


J. K. Gray, 


ES57. 


Hlinois in where they 
Avedon it farur until Est, except four 
Sears which they lived in the city of 
Tekin, Wineis. fm the fall of 1870 they 
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moved to Nemaha county, Kansas. and 
in the sering of 1871 to Repubtieconury. 
where they lived until the fall of 187% 
when they removed to Norton connty 
und settled on a homestead west of 
Norton. He lived with his parents 
until he was tweuly years of age, when 
he went to work for himself, He was 
married to Phoeba Ellen Ellis, daughter 
of R. W. Ellis, in 1877. She was born 
in Dallas conuty, Iowa. in 1860: they 
have seven children, six boys and one 
git], Williau: Leonard, was born Feb- 
ruary #0, 1878; John Wesley, November 
17, 1879: Hugh Lester, October 1(. 18*1: 
Robert Morrison, March #, 1884, Charles 
Nathan, January 8, 1885: Perey New- 
ton, November 28, IS¥1, and Lauecx 
Ellen was born September 380. 1893. 
Mr. Gray lives on the homestead that 
he bouziit of John VauCleave in 187s, 
and bas lived there cominnously except. 
ing two years when he went back to 
Republie county where he farmed ant 
ted cattle. He spent the winter of 1X37 
in Texas bunting  buttalo. In the 


county seat trouble he was a Leot:. 


mau, Mr. Gray was brought up under 
demecrarie inthuences and cast bis firs: 
vote fur the democratic ticker, bur has 
vored the republican ticket ever since. 
He joined the Methodist ehurel ia 1872 
and beld inembership with them for ten 
Yeats when he beeniae convinced that 
he could not make their dovtrine and the 
Bille hurisonuize, he then united with 
the Christian church, of whieh he is 
haw amember. Mr. Geray was chair- 
mun of the republican convention ju 
18y2, 

Charles Donglas Jones was born in 
Covington, Indiana, on July 29, 181s, 
His futher, Dr. C. V. .Tones, was one gi 
Indiana’s pionsers and a plvsician aud 
surgeon of considerable uote. He 
owned 2 fara ners town whieh was 
worked by his boys. The subject of 
this sketeh worked on the farina in tire 
sutniner aud full and went to sehool in 
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the winter. At the age of seventeen he 
entered Asbury university, now ksown 
as DePaw university, at Green Castle. 
Indiana, from whence he yraduated in 
gune, 1871. In the fall following he 
was elected superintenient ot the pirblie 
schouls at Williatosport. Indiana. which 
position he held two years withincreased 
salary the second year. On September 
27, 1871, he was married to Lney Reed. 
daughter of Ifou, A. F Re+d. at Monti- 
cello, Indiana. His marricd life has 
been # most happy one, and furnishes 





c. D. Jones. 


evidence conclusive that marriage can 
be a success. In the summer of 1873 
Mr. Jones moved to Monticello, Initiana, 
and entered rhe law office of his farhker- 
iuJaw as a student. [n Octuber, 1854, 
he was elected prosventiny attorney of 
the Twenty-third jurlicial circuit. corn- 
posed of White and Tippicanas counties. 
The legislatnce whieh Gouvened in Jary- 
uty following, placed. White county in 
another circnit and left the Twenty- 
third circuit, as prosecutor of whieh Mr, 


Jones held his commission compose ef 
Tippacanoe county alene. It was held 
that Mr, Jones to hold his position must 
live within the bonds of his cirenit, su 
he moved to LaFayette, where he re- 
sided until December, 1885, when he 
cae to Nartou, Kansis. where be has 
since resided. When Mr. Jones left 
LaFayette he waga member of the re- 
publican county, township and city 
central Commitee. For years in suc- 
cession he had been honored with dele- 
gate ta county and city couvenrtinvus. 
Sinee his residence in Norton he has ap- 
plied himseif tethe practice of the Jaw. 
Air. Jones belongs to au old Methodist 
stock. His great yprandfuther, John 
Suroson, was a member and trustee of 
the first Methodist church in Arnerica. 


the “Old John Street church.” New 
York city. During his residence in 


Norton he bus served seven years ag a 
trustee of the Norton Methodist church 
und four years ns superintendent of the 
Sunday school. In March, 1688, he was ° 
honored with an election by the North- 
west Kansas conference of the church, 
then ineeting at Salina, as one of two 
lay delegates ta the general conference, 
which met in the following Mayin New 
York city. He served as chairman of 
the delegation from this county in the 
republican state convention at Hutchin- 
son in (892. also in the judicial conven- 
tion at Oberlin in 1803. At present he 
is Amemher of the reprblicin congres- 
sional and judicial central committees 
of the district in which Norton county 
is located. Mr. Jones hus been giren 
proininence in the order of Sons of 
Veterans. In 1889 at the state encamp- 
inent at Emporia he was elected lieu- 
tenant colonet of the Kansas division. 
also delegute to the national convention 
at Patterson. New Jersey, where he was 
dlected ao member of the council in 
chief. In 1890 at Salina be was elected 
colonel und was re-elected in Ist] iat 
Hutchinson. Under his administra- 











109 

















tious the Kansas division made a most 
satisfactory growth, and was handed 
uver by him to his successor in splendid 
condition. He also represented this 
-tate in the national encamprrents at 
st, Joseph, Missouri, and Mivueapolis. 
Minnesota. In 182 he received the re- 
publican nomination for county sttor- 
ney of Norton county by acclamation 
and was elected at the following elec- 
tien by forty four majurity over L. Ti. 
Wilder, the then imcuinhent. who was 
elected in 1890 over L. H. Thompson by 
about $30 majority. . 

Lucy Reed Jones was born in Urbana. 
Ohio, March 17, 1890. At the age of 
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Lucy Reed Jones. 


three years she was taken with her 
luther’s family to Monticello, Indiana. 
At the age of seven she was left mother- 
less. Hee father, Hun. A. F. Reed. +vou 
attuined prominence a3 a lawyer, lnt 
when the call for tefenders vf our 
Union erme be layed aside his bouks 
and briefs and entered his comutry’s 
service as captuin of cuoupeny K, 2th 
Sudiatunrezinent. Durity the fight be- 
fora Richmond her fother and ber 
brother, Will, then sixteen years uf age. 


were badly wounded and taken prison- 
ers to gloomy Libby prison. The 
brother died in prison, and the futher 
having been exchanged returned home 
2 mere skeleton. In the full of 1865 he 

ras electerl to the state senate and 
after serving one session of the senate, 
he resigned and accepted a commission 
in March, 184, as lieutenant colonel of 
the 1¥th Indiaua cavalry and was finally 
discharzed November 10, 1865, He re- 
turned to his home and practice and 
was svon afterward elevated to the 
judicial bench of bis district by appoint- 
ment of Governur Baker tu Al a va- 
cancy. He was twice elected to suc- 
ceed himself, Judge Reed died tn te74 
at the ave of forty-niue. Mrs. Jones’ 
sister, Lodie, resides in Indianupolis, 
where for twelve years she jas server, 
as state secretary of the W.C. T. U. and 
is editor of the State Organizer, At 
the age of seventeen Mrs. Joncs. nnited 
with the Methodist church. in which 
she has been 2 consistent aud effective 
worker. She jossesses musical talent 
of a high order. She has always been 
greatly devoted to her fnmily and home, 
to care for which has always been her 
pride, Mrs. Jones hag reached promi- 
nence inthe W.R.C.. Three tities iu 
ruccession jis ste been el-vted presi- 
dent of Captain Jarvis corps No, 118. at 
Norton. In 1852 at Atehisun she was 
elecied junior vice prerident of the 
Kansas department of this voble order. 
and in 18v3 at Petsbury she was elected 
departuient president, and her xdiinis- 
trution as such president is recognized 
to be one of the most active and snecess- 
ful this denartinent ever bad, evidene- 
ing her splendid executive ability, She 
represented Kansas iu the national en- 
campment of the W. KR. C. at Washing- 
tom in Wsf2 and at Inciauapulis io lsidy. 

Mr. and Mrs. Jones have tive children 
living: Lulu D,. Grace W., Cileb R.. 
Maude and Helen. They have buried 
three children; Amy, Willtam and 
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Lodie. 
Their faith in Kansas i? unwavering. 
Michael Francis Garrity was born in 

Jones county, lowa, about twenty-five 

miles west uf Dubuque, August, 18. 

1857. He was raised ona farm and at- 

tended the istrict schonl. He went to 

Cherukee, fowa, where bis tiancee had 

moved a year hefore and was married 

October 4, 1882, 10 Maury A. Manstield, 

taking her back to Caseade where she 

was raised. Two danghters were born 

to them, Mary Frnoces, July 10, 1883, 





M. FP. Garrity. 


at Cuscade, and Clara Louisa. at 
Cherokee. Mr. Garrity ieved tw 
Canon City, Culorade. where lifts wife 
received the care of better physicians as 
her health failed, being advised to take 
her to the wountains: moved tu Culo- 
rado Springs, where they remained a 
couple of years. Thinking her heaith 
improved they returued to Cherokee, 
but returned after a time te the moun- 
tains again, this time get: te Pusha 
where they remained tae winter. From 
Pueblo they moved te Norton in Mureh, 
IN®6, where Mr. Garrity and his part. 
ner, H. J. Milz. bought the bantlware 


stock of Cannon & Kennedy, Consnmp- 
tion had gotien full control over Mrs. 
Garrity, and failing gradually sbe de- 
sired to he tnken home to Cherokee. 
lowa: they went back in July and on 
August 26, 1886, she died and was in- 
terred at her home cemetery. A sad 
blow to Mr, and Mrs, Garrity occurred 
in the death of their youngest danghter. 
Clara. ov Angust 11, twe weeks lefore 
the death of the mother. Mr. Garrity 
returned to his business at Norton and 
continued in partnership until issu 
wheu he bought Milz’s interest aud he 
has continned in the business ever sitce. 
operating one of the finest hardware 
stores in Kansas. 

Tn the spring of 18/2. Frank, as he is 
called, was elected mayor of Norton on 
the reform ticket against C. F. Shi:meali, 
by a vore of 25 ayvaiust 86. The rest 
Year he was nnanimousiy re-elected a< 
miyor, having been jdaced on both 
tickets. Mr. Garrity has always hers a 
democrat, He was a delegate ro the 
stute democratic convention which in- 
dorsedl the Lewelling ticket. althoush 
he and the other Norton delegates on- 
posed fusion. Mr. Garrity is nota radi- 
cal {fm any seuse politically, and the 
popular address of welcowe in turning 
over the city of Nerton to the revablican 
convention that met here to elect dele- 
giles to the national convention at Min- 
neapolis, wave ample proof of his tact 
aud liberality. 

Norton has uo citizen invre popular ini 
a business or social way than Frank 
Garrity, being aman of fine physiqne. 
broad-shouldered. six feet in height and 
wraceful in movement and manners. 
Minancially he is a success aud is diree- 
tor inthe First Natioual bank ef this. 
He. 

Henry J. Milz was born December 5 
ISD. in Whitewater. Wisconsin. Hi- 
father wis a veteral merchant at tht 
place, but moved to Cresco, lowa, when 
the subject of this sketuh was six years 
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Moved with his parents from there 
ta Cherokee, lowa, where he clerked in 
a store tive years. Received a common 
school education. In i846, Muareh 3x, 
he came to Norton where he engaged in 
the burdware business under the firm 
name of Milz & Garrity. remaining 
Tour years. To i889 he sold his interest 
tu M. F. Garrity and purchased the 
hard ware stock of James Lobsitz, which 
he still continues to rn. 

Tn 1889 he was elected a mewher of 
the city council, and wis also elected 
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H. J. Milz. . 


4vain iu 1894 on the citizens’ ticket. re- 
ceiving the highest vote of all the coun. 
cumen elected. Mr. Milz has always 
tment democrat. but of liberal and un- 
prejudiced opiniuns. He was appotuied 
depnty sheriff under Henry Joint dnr- 
sg his first term. He was au delegate 
To the congressional conveution of Hill 
“ity when Duane Freeman was neri- 
Hated. He has heen congressianal cam- 
boltectian tor four yeirs, 

He was married to Lillie Ashtun Jau- 
Gary 7, 1882, to whom was born ene sun. 


Lewis, October 30, 1x92. 

Mr. Milz is an agreenble gendeman 
and prosperous in business. 

James Norris. formerly of Tuscara- 
wus County. Ohio. but later of Iowa. 
cyine to Norton county iu the veur of 
1873. and iook a homestead, He lefr 
his family in Towa and after some time 
of anxious waiting, lis wife concluded 
to take the children and go to him. She 
struck the state at ‘Troy, Doniphan 
couuty, where she went to a Hvery 
stable and hired a span of horses and a 
buggy to go to Norton The hverv 
Man thinking she wanted to goto Nor- 
tonville, which is located within a day 
or two's drive of ‘Troy, let her have the 
team. Shecaneon to Nerton county, 
but learned here that her husband hitd 
feft and had gone to Fort Scott and was 
working in a coal yard, or something of 
that kind, aud she at once started for 
Fort Scott. Captain J. B. MeCwnival 
lived at that time at Abilene. Dickin- 
S0n county, and one evening OLN ail 
to his farm from town observed a party 
camped by the road side. and npou in- 
vestigation, he found she was the wife 
ot Jim) Norris. an old ucquaiutaues. Her 
nanié had formerly been Rhoda Whit- 
ten: knowing her and her busban | 
so well, he had them goto his house, 
where they stayed ounril they were 
rested sufiiectent to continue the hon. 
She seemed to be withent funds and de- 
sired letters frum the captain that her 
husband was a member uf the Masonic 
fraternity, whieh be furnished ner, and 
she started on her way ty join her 
husband at Fort Scoit. 

In a letter fran Mr. MeGonigsl be 
Bays: ln an few days afterward the 
sheriff of Doniphan county, or ane ef 
his deputies care through on the trail 
vf ihe woman whe had stoley a span of 
horses and a buggy, which proved te ve 
that ofiay old friend, Norris’ wife. J 
iufurined the sheriff that 1 was suriatied 
She did not intend to steal it. and thas 
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there was some misnaderstanding: he 
overtouk her near Port Seott, und ar- 
rested nll parties, took thein hack to 
Doniphan county. [ never knew the 
out-come of the affair. but remember of 
seeing an acconnt of the arre&t in the 
daily papers of a woman for stealing a 
team of horses and buggy. giving 
name. ete,, which led me to believe that 
it was the same affair. She did not in- 
form me that the borses and baggy thd 
not belong to her, and IF supposed that 
they were hers. My knowledge of the 
parties would lead me to think that 
thore was no intention of wronging nny 
body, but simply a misunderstanding as 
to the point she was desirons of reach- 
jug, us 1 don't think the lady would 
have been guilry of ateinpling to 
swindle anybody out ¢f a teem. bnt her 
anxiety to meet ber husband may have 
cansed her to have not stated facts at 
the time she precured the team, and 
also concealing the fact that the team 
was not hers from me = She was wccom- 
panied by two children, a boy of about 
ten and a girl af twelve or thirteen 
years of age.” 

» Wo present below a cut of the typical 
Kansas cow boy, Augnstus 8. Conk. He 
was born in Cook's Valley, Wabasha 
county, Minnesota. November 10, 1656. 
He come to Kinses giml scitled on a 
farm near Altena in lo, I the 
winter of 1877 aml 187s he weut to Texas 
and bnuted baffale on the Staket plains. 
Iu the spring of 1e78 he came ta Parffalo 
Station, on ihe K. P.. and hised ont to 
Darting brothers to berd eatde, and in 
September, UTS. they starred North 
with a berd of cattle, theiy destination 
being Beaver creck in Rawlirs county, 
Kansas. What occurred on that trip 
we will give in hi. own hinge. 

He weut into the contechi very bust 
ness nad runs a Dillierd be UW ia Aliens 
in 18ST and has continned in that busi- 
less ever since: 

“On the afterpoon of September 29, 





1878. we pulled in on the Seuth Sappa, 
a few miles southwest of Oberlin in De- 
catur country, just above  Keefer’s 
ranch. we were taking the cattler. 
Holstine & McCoy’s ranch at the furks 
of the Beaver, near where the town if 
Atwond. Rawlins county. uow stands. 
On the morning of September 39, we 
started the cattle over the trail north- 
west, which was up a big draw. We 





Gus Cook. 


had not zone hut a short distance when 
I heayel several shots fired in quick suc- 
cesaton, right back of us in the direction 
of Keefers ranch. I leoked back in the 
direction the noise case from, but be- 
ingiuthe draw I[ could not see fur 
enonuh baek to see What was goluy Ot. 
hut suppered it was sinecne shavtine 
at antelope or scimething of that kiud. 
It afterward proved tu be Indians kill 
ing a Mr. Lang aud his son and capter 
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ing the VanCleve girls, We saw no 
lodians that diay nor knew of any being 
iy the country. We went on over to 
the North Sappa and stayed there fill 
after dinner, when we left the traf] and 
pulled more to the west. and that night 
camped over the divide between two big 
draws that put.in to the Beaver; ir was 
about ten Or twelve miles east of where 
Atwoud now stinds. We uight-herded 
one cattle as usual and I was on the 
frmrth guard, and held the cattle on the 
bed ground wntil the rest of the boys 
had wot their day-horses canght and 
saddled and was nearly through break- 
fast when I let the drift off of the bed 
eronud in the direction we wanted them 
ty gu. Alexander T, Foster. whose 
nome was at Medicine Lodge, Wansas, 
vdine out to relieve me and I went back 
tothe wagon to yet my breakfast and 
change horses. Charley George also 
caine out just afier Foster, and in a 
few minutes Caine running his horse 
back aud said there was 4 lot of Indians 
voning down the draw and that he was 
tinuing right into thei; said lie hol- 
lowed and swung his hit but could not 
make them hear or see him. Befure we 
could get our guns out of the mess 
wayou we heuril several shuts. A fel- 
luw by the name of Charley Green aud 
myself got on our horses and started tor 
Poster. The Indians had killed him, 
hud shot him three times, once thrash 
the hend and in the body and hitud. 
They were going through his anttit, 
entting up his saddle and taking the 
beces they wanted. Our horses. over 
thirty head, were going right down to 
them. We role in between the Indians 
dtl the horses aud jumped ui! and 
pulled down on the Ladians: most of 
thein got on their horses. sume went np 
aitsome went down the Lig diay and 
aueant at the first litte draw they 
struck that came outon the sawme side 
Se were un. Wedid not lose any time 
Wi petting back on our horses asd start- 





ing the loose hurses back toward the 
wagon. We rin the horses up the spur 
as fast 23 we could, but the Indians go: 
up the draws on either side of us about 
the same time we were going between 
the heads of the two Hitle draws, which 
were oot over 300 hundred yards apart. 
They were shooting at us from behind 
aud from either side. and hollowing as 
only au Indian can, I was thorougily 
scared. my hair stood up straight. | 
Was sorry Ou my own account that I had 
not stayed with the girl I bad Jeft be- 
hind me. Lalso promised that if I got 
haek on Dog Creek again thar JT would 
du better and would attend ciureh 
regularly. We stayed with our horses 
and took them all to the wagon except 
one which got hit in the leg. which 
broke it, and we let him drop back. I 
canght my own private horse and 
changed my saddle ou hint. but would 
not have stood the same amouut of 
shooting and taken the same chances 
again fur a whole herd of such horses, 
We had made a dry camp and ‘the harses 
wanted to go to water. and would 
start as soon as we left then alone. amd 
every timbres we wauld go around them 
toinrn them back the Indians would 
tnake it so bot for us that we imade up 
our minds that they were very poor 
horses anyway und not Ht fora white 
mau to ride, so We let the ludiaas have 
them. They then tried to stampede ns 
and get our chick wagon, but we held 
them off. They finally left as, taking 
the horses imd geing tuward the Seppa. 
Charley George was bogs of the camp 
and had x good horse that the Tudiaus 
were tuking away with them. aad be 
did not like to lose him. I tuld Cearge 
if be wonld let wie lave his six shorter 
and belt of cartridges [ wonld xu back 
tothe Sappa and try amd geta crowd 
and get our horses buck. 

Not knowing at this line that they 
had cleaned np the whole country. ind 
that the Sappa people had all imoved ta 
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Oberlin that had got away alive. Green 
volunteered to go with ne. An Indian 
kept heldiug us buck by dropping into 
the heads of draws aud we did not dare 
totry to hurry him. Green soon made 
up his mind to go back, and I would 
have gladly bave gone with him, bat 
thruugh pride I went on, cireling ont 
around the Indian so as not to trespass 
on his ground. I went on to the Sappx 
us told George I would when te gave 
ive his six shooter, In a big draw that 
runs into the Sappa. about north of 
where Miller's ranch then stoud. I sew a 
teub nut far from the Supua. Aud when 
I got near saw a woman go in, and going 
up to the door saw her sittiug back in 
there with two revolvers in frout of her 
and she looked very independent, 1 
told her in as few worlds as possihte 
what the trouble was and that she had 
better emigrate .ont of that tent and 
hide; that time was precious, vad Lot on 
my horse and etarted wif, but did not 
intend to leave her sv sudden. just 
wanted to hurry her np if possible. She 
called me back and said she would go 
with me. I got off of the horse and 
tuld her to yet on: she said she was not 
used to riding horse back. I told 
her then she had better ride straddle. 
which she did. She wasa very chunky, 
duck-legged woman, her feet hardly 
touching the tap of my stirrups. Sle 
gave we the two revolvers and [picked 
up her baby. only a few months eld. and 
walked behind the herse. carrying the 
kid, and hurried the horse by touching 
him up with the tue of iny boot every- 
time I got near enonsh. [took her to 
a pateh of the thickest brneh I could 
find, and told her to stay right in there 
and not to show herself wider auy eon. 
sideration, and I wonhl sure come hack 
ina shurt time if 1 could find anyone 
toleave her with or not. | gave liek 
her revolvers and kid quad vrussiel the 
Sappa where | strack the trail fur Gher- 
lin: went two ot three miles but could 


not see anyone, su weut back un the 
creek. bnt before I got auyways near 
where I had left the woman I saw her 
coming over the hill, I think she wa- 
hunting Indians or any thing else 10 get 
in betier company. | went over to 
where she was and about that time | 
snwa team coming wp the creek and 
took her over aud got her in the wagon, 
We all went up the creek and got a fei- 
low by the name of Ed Misskelley, who 
had been with our outfit avd was on hix 
way back when he waw |illed: he lived 
at Buffalo, Kansas. We met another 
wagon that vas bringing the two Lanc 
boys, who had been killed above there 
on their clainns. We all came down the 
creek a short distance and met Major 
Mack and his stldiers from Camp Sup 
piy, Indian Territory. who pretended ty 
Le trying to cateh np with the Indians. 
Here I bid good by to the woman aud 
have never seen or heard of her since. 
nor dol know her naine or address. 
which I have always regretted. I went 
along with the solviers the balance of 
the day and that night we camwred on 
a little creek, south of the Beaver a few 
miles below where it forks in’ Rawlins 
county. The next morning. October 2. 
the soldiers pulled narth aud I wenr up 
to Holstine & MeCuw’s raneh. where 1 
found a little fellow by the name of 
Stina.or auame similar. who lived down 
the Beaver and had ran away when the 
Indians sirnek their place. he followed 
the bed of the creek. which was dry af 
thar season of the year. up to the ranch. 
C. C. Pierson. now sheriff of Raselins 
county. and myself went down te 
stina’s houge. which has ever since Deen 
known as ‘dead man's ranch.’ Inside 
of the house on the floor we found « 
tuan lying deat. but nut Stim: we cota- 
inenced io Jouk arowiud for Siina and 
tinally found him soe distance east of 
the hwige lying face down on an old 
trodden duwn straw or hav stack. We 
took a wagon cover and rolled che poor 
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wi fellow intoit and Jaid him en iis 
back, tied a rope to the cover and 
Pierson’s saddle horn asd I held the 
back end together, and in that way we 
dragged hin to the house and put him 
io with the other inan. There was alse 
4 young woman and some sinull child- 
ren in the family who were missing; 
su we went on dow the creek looking 
tor them. On the main traveled road, 
uot far frum where Ludell vow stands, 
lay avother dead man; his companion 
and aman who looked very much like 
him, lay a few hnndred yards from hin 
toward the Beaver. He had evidently 
out been killed by the first shor aud hid 
made arun fer the creek and timber, 
By the side of the one ou the road was a 
wom who was trying to dig a grave. 
J took the spade from her and tried my 
hand at digging, but the gronad was 
hard and drv and wedid not have time 
to vive him a decent burial. ag we con 

claded to rall the poor fellow up in onr 
saddle blankets for the presen. This 
num had evidently lived along time after 
he was shot, as he was not swallen as 
were the others I had helped to handle. 
His boota ur shues were cone, had not 
Ieen off but a short time for they were 
hot sanbarned. Wheu the woman saw 
ns getting the blankers out she went up 
to the dead man aud hent over him. [ 
did not notice what ali’ was doing. but 
in a few seconds [happened to logk in 
that direction and she had bold of the 
dead man’s overalls, which was the auly 
thing he had on.and pave a lite flip 
an the overalls came off. She pnt 
them under her arms with as much im- 
portance asif she liad bought thea of 
the dead miin’s heirs or he bad willed 
them toler. I teuk the overalls from 
ber, bat notas gently as f had taken the 
spude a few inanents before. Wa 
telled bind up as zeod as we cond and 
Iuvied hia. If she got those overalls 
she had to rob the dead twice to cet 
them, J have scen the woman several 





times since. and if she has nut died or 
removed within the last few years, is iu 
the same neighborhoml at present. We 
did uot find the children or the girl that 
day: the Indi:ns had makeu them along. 
out they either got away or were let go 
that night. aud came back to the Beaver 
below the ranch and were taken to their 
home the vext morning. We got back 
there shortly after they had arrived. 
This sight would have cured those who 
pity the poor Indian. There lay the 
husband and father and outside the 
door was the wife and children. The 
eldest girl had a bed qnilt around her 
for adress. ‘Take it all around and it 
was a qpitiful sight. A fellow front 
Uregon. whose uame I have forgotten. 
and myself went ou down the Beaver 
hunting horses that had been dropped 
ont and taken down into settlement, 
We stayed over night with Jack Langly. 
a preacher, who afterward came np on 
the wniddle Beaver to Captain Stephen- 
son's and preached to us in 1$8t-e2. The 
next uizht we stayed at Mr. Hugh's 
on the Sappa, sixteen miles below 
Oberlin. There was a crowd there, 
amon them was Beo Tugalls. formerly 
a fiddier of Norton connty. Some 
wanted to have a prayer meetings and 
some a dance, They vetoed the dances 
and we in tuen stopped the pruyer 
meeting. The next night we were it 
Oberlin, boarding at the litle log hotel 
kept by Mr. and Mrs. Rod-haver aut 
sleptin the straw pile, Most of the 
people thought we were there tu steel 
horses. so they niyht-herded us an] the 
straw plile. In the morning we sturte:l 
for onr wavon at the forks uf the Beaver. 
having only found oue borse. 

Frauk H. Baker, superinternlent of 
Norton county, first saw light at) Lain- 
ville, Rockingham county. Virginia. fu 
1882. Atahe close of the civil war hits 
purents meved to lawa, where he lived 
wutif RSG, when he became a resident 


of vsunnuy” Kansas. Mr. Baker re- 
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ceived his education in the common and 
eraded schools of Tama county, lowu. 
He is a graduate. also a post graduate 
of the Tamu Counts Norinal Institue. 
As a member of the junior class in the 
normal and literary deparnnent of 
Western College, Iowa, he ranked hizh. 
He has had fifteen years’ experience in 
copmon, graded and instirue work— 
eight in lowa and seven in Kansas. 

To the above might be added the fol- 
lowing: Mr. Baker and his father, 
Rey. W. H. Baker. settled on the Ken- 
nedy homestead, near the old town site 
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F. H. Baker. 
of Leota, in the spring of 3586. Soon 


after locating the elder Baker entered 
the ministerial work of the Methodist 
Epixcopal church. coptinuing until the 
fall of 1800, when thinking te better his 
condition and health, removed to Red. 
lands, California, where he died Novetm- 
ber it, 1801. Asan exhorter, the Rev. 
Baker juwaessed aansatl ability. He 
established a number of stations in the 
western part af this county, As acini. 
zen he wag in favor of all local improve 


ments that tended to build up the caunty 
or community in which he lived. 

Frank. as he is generally called by old 
und young, has been closely identified 
with the edueationnl work of Norton 
county. Since the fall of lss8é, he has 
taught in the following places: Nos. 4 
and 59: Nurton, Almena and Oronoyne. 
In all bis work as teacher he has given 
the best of sutisfuction. As an institute 
conductor and instructor he bas niet 
with decided success, In 1892 he was 
chosen to the position of county super- 
inteudent of schoots for Norton county 
on the republican ticket. {n politics he 
has always been a staunch republican. 
A3 county snperintendent he bas the 
confidence of his teachers and the iuter- 
est of the common schools ar heart, 
The schools are ina florishing condition 
and the instivure work is in splendid 
shape. "Phe coming session of the insti- 
tute will continue ten weeks and bids 
fair to be well attended by teachers from 
home and abroad. Since danuary 1. 
189” he has made over 200 talks on the 
subject of education in Norton county. 
Asa whole his work has been so weil 
done that his numination by acclamation 
nd his elecriou for a second rerm are 
assured facts. During the time Mr. 
Baker has beena resident of Norton 
couuly he has achieved no little success 
as apubliv speaker und lecturer. Fiis 
favorite tepics in public addresses are 
education. temperance, cump-fires and 
public daye. Asan extempore speaker 
he is probably one of the best in nerth- 
wratern Kansas. 

iis church and Sunday school work 
is well known throughout the county. 
Atpresent he ig connected with the 
Methodist Episcopal chureh at Norton. 
where he holds the position of Sunday 
schvol superintendent. However, his 
work is) nat confined to any creed or 
sect, bnt broad enongh to work with all 
ebristian organizations. , 

Few young men have a brighter 














future hefure them, or greater individn- 
ality with which to fill a marked and 
houorable career. 

Joseph Barbo was born at St. Marie, 
Vrovinee of Qnehec. He was educated 
at St. Marie college, aml took # military 
course at Montreal; received au certifiente 
entitling him tothe rauk of captain in 
the British army. He engaged in the 
auereantile business in Cannda and at 
several places in the United States. lle 
came ty this county in February, 1880 
atel settled at Lenora and has conducted 
wx successfull mercantile business there 





ever since, JTs is the owner of 72) xeres 
of vadaable land and raises wheat on a 
lurge seale. He also owns a large 
unaunt of city property including the 
Jiryest stoue hotel in Lenora. 

le was married at Norwick, Conneti- 
ent ip UST, had four children; Jesse 1., 
Minnie, Allie and Oarl BD. Mrs, Barbo 
‘Hed iy TS88. and he was again married 
nS to Elizabeth Gatlin of Lenora; 
they have had three boys Guy. Virgin 
and Regs, 

Sanuel Means was born May 24, 183-4, 
ur West Moreland connty, Penusylvania. 


Nis aueestry were of  Euglish-Irisn 





descent. They were among the early 
protestauts and because of persecution 
had to leave England, His father born 
in Maryland came to Pennsylvania when 
a youns man aml inoved Frou: there to 
the wilds of northern Olio when Samuel 
Means was three years old, su his early 
life wus spent ona farm at quite a cis: 
tance from school, He formed a taste 
for education and attended the distric* 
school until be wis eighteen and then 
began teaching. He tanght school in 
winters and farmed in swumers four 
years, then he attended Hayesville 
Academy for awhile: from this time he 
made teaching a business. He went to 
-aulding, Ohio, in 1869; taught there for 
three years: here he became acynainted 
with one of his pupils whom ie married 
in February, 1861, Her maiden mame 
was Matilda Gonser. She was boru in 
Knox connty, Ohie in 1838; her parents 
were Pennaylvania Dutch, she was well 
educated and taught school suecessfully. 
To them were burn four children, Lda b. 
born February 2, 1862. Annie E. was 
born October 10, 186%. Frank V.C, was 
born December 21, 165 and Blanche 
was born May 20. 1868, 

Eda was married io James Labsitz 
June, (881; he was born in New York 
city November 3, 18(3, attended public 
schools until he was thirteen then went 
wo work, ele Naw York fn 1873 
and went to Red Ciowl, Nebrask i, and 
clerked in a store till April “76 then 
opened a law office; went to Maryville, 
Kausas.iheu clerked in a sture till July 
‘Ts. He came to Nortou county May, 27, 
1879, and locuted at Port Lamtis nod 
putin a stock of gouds for himself awl 
xtnuved there for a shurt tine then moved 
to Edmond, Kansas. und continned tn 
Basiness till Juue 1859, he then buwpedit 
out the hardware building sid stock of 
the Davis Bros. in Nerten., This busi- 
ness he sold to FH. J. Milx in Augnst 1N"1 
and moved to Rdmoud. Oklahoma, and 
again eugaged in the mercantile business 
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in compnny with Hugh McCredie. He 
ia now in Perry, Oklahoma. In politics 
he is a republican and was a vember of 
about every county convention from 
1879; was a meinber of the senatorial 
convention at Kirwin in 1880. of the 
judicial convention at Millbrook in (8%1 
and was postmaster in Edinond, Kansas. 
from 1882 to 1884. They have six child- 
ren. 

Blanche was married to James L. 
Milier, in Deeamber. 185. He was 
born in Mahaska county, lowa, April 
24,1855, and acquired a geo cou:mon 
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school ednention: was reared ona farny, 


He is a republican; has been eu- 
gaged for several years in) buying and 
selling lands: and ix a sureess in this 
line. He was nider sherit® wich Butler, 
They haveonechild, a boy. Lewis. Tim 
ix ving in Norton ab this time, 

Annie E. was married te Hneh Me- 
Credie January §, 844. He was born 


m New York srate in Psd: was of 
Scotch jarentage. His father was 


killed at Gettysburg. Penuss lanie. sod 
his burial plaice is auknown. Plush at. 
tewled the Soldiers Orphan school at 
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Hartford, from there went with hix 
mother to Manchester, Iowa. and at- 
tended the publie schools for a season. 
He cume to Kansas in 1878, took « 
homestead iu Graham county. Te 
studied law with Webb MecNall. of 
Smith county, was admitted to the bar, 
and settled in Norton in 1881. Here he 
began the practice of Jaw and was very 
snecessful. He was always a republi- 
cau und took part ui taany conventions: 
was also elected county uttorney, Ar 
closed in his law practice in 188¥ and 
went to Pueblo, Colorado, and engaged 
in the merchandise businegs: this busi- 
hess he closen outin Ocrober, 1890, aud 
removed to Ediiond, Oklahuma, where 
he is uow engaged In practicing Jaw and 
merchandise. At the general election 
in November. 1892. he was elected i 
the upper house of the territurial legis- 
lature and there vained muny friends. 
They have three children alive and one 
dead. P 

S. Meaus bas given his best years to 
the work of educztion, much of this waz 
in graded work. For severai years he 
had the care of 1eschers’ examinations 
in Paulding county, Ohio, Tn 1864 he 
moved to lowa settling in Nora Springs. 
where he engaged in graded school 
work for four years, and then in the 
general merchandise Yusiness. Ele camer 
to Kansas in 187, locating a lhomeste;td 
in Norton camty. He was electel 
conuty superintendent in 18}. servin;: 
sis vears. When be began in [881 there 
Was a stone schvol house at Edinond 
anda sual frame one in Norton, a!! 
the other houses were soil or duvents or 
poor log houses. At the elose of hi- 
work good sebool houses had heen 
erected; Norton, Lenora. Almena and 
“dimond eich bad excellent tuildings. 
Be was elected probate jusdee in I8s7. 
serving two teris, 

Tn polities bis first vete was east for 
John Co Fremont, and was called an 
abolitionist, but took bis stand in the 
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republican party. He became ao earnest 
worker in doing what he could in putting 
down the rebellion, having enlisted and 
was rejected becanse of ailments. He 
enrolled twO companies and in 1864 
went into the service, serving for about 
x months when he was discharged. 

D. a. Blue wes born ona farm in 
Fayetie county, Ohio, April 7. 144 and 
renioved with his parents the same year 
to Kosciusko county, Indiana, where 
bis father. purchased 160 acres of wild 
heavily timbered Jand where Mr. Blue 
grew up and became accustomed to 





D. A. Blue, 


ioneer life. In early boyhood he Jearn- 
*dthe use of the chopping ax and sqnir.- 
Tel rifle, which he prided himself with. 
After the war had broken out he enlist- 
elin the 138 Indiana volonteera and 
“rytug his time was discharged March 
*. Iotd, when he returned to the ocenpa- 
Souof fanaity, and on June 2, was 
Married to Miss Martha H. Beeson, andl 
“QU following the occn pation of farming 
tu Ints when he and his trusty wife 
Woved to Kausas settling in the worth 
mrt uf the county, on what was known 


as the Will Jones claim, where they 
have resided contiouaus!y ever since and 
now Owr a conformable home of 320) 
acres which is being yery uicely im- 
proved with buildings and as fine a 
young orchard 4s there is in the county. 
and is beginning to supply their table 
with delicious fruit, 

In politics Mr. Blue has always been a 
tepnblican. He nearly always repre- 
seuts his townchip in county conventions 
and has several times been a delegate to 
state and district conventions, Heserv- 
ed his township as trustee for several 
yeurs. 

Riebard Lackey Hillmou was born in 
Ohio, October 9, 1428, He was raised 
on a farm and attendel the common 
schools. Moved to Indiana with bis 
parents when a child. and from there to 
Towa in 1853 and settled in ‘Tama county. 
He was married in 1852 to Elizabeth 
Etter; eight children were born to them. 
seven of them are living at this time. 
and all of them have lived in this 
county, Their eldest child, Mary Ano, 
married Elenry Felter, an? lives at 
Washta, Iowa, John F., their eldest 
s0n Came here with his parents and has 
resided here continnensly ever since, 
He married Addie M. Grable, Oetober 
81, 1886; they have three children. 
Rebecea Hillmon is well-known to the 
early settlers. she wa8S Dick Hillimon’s 
third child: she was born in 1857, she 
received a good education and clerked 
for G. H. Griffin in his store for some 
years. In 1878 she was the nominee for 
register of deeds on the republican 
ticket. She marriel Robert Wilson, of 
Furnas county. Nebraska in 879; in 
18s0.he was uecidently drewned ia Wal- 
lace county, Kansas. In 188) she war- 
vied her atisband’s brother. Jubu Wil- 
son; they reside at this time in Denver, 
Colorado, Alice Hilluwwou was bern in 
1359; she married William Paye and 
lives on the Sappn in this county at this 
time; they have four children, three of 
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them still living. Mr. Page was born 
in Colorndo, canie to Norton county in 
1873 and has lived here ever since. 
George D. Hillmon was born in 1867: 
he left here in 1887 and resides in Union 
county, Oregon, at this time. Fauna 
Hillwon was born in 165. Some years 
ago she became an enthusiast in the 
Free Methodist church. She was sent 
ag a mnissionary to South Africa and his 
been since that stationed at Natal er 
Bethany Mission. Since her arrival 
there she has inarried a minister of her 
chureh who went over with her. 

Witliam H. Hillmon was berm in Ge- 
tober 1878: he resides on the Sappa. 

Dick Hillmon came here May 0, 1874 
and took jand two miles west of Devizes. 
In the spring of IssG Mr, aud Mre. Hill- 
mon separated. Mrs. Hillmon became 
a devout member of the free Methoultsr 
church. Mr. Hilhaon was addicted to 
the use of tobaceu amd wags a Free Mason 
bath of whieh were olijectionable to her 
and the chureh, This led toa separa- 
tion and division of property. Myr. Hill- 
mou settled at Wilsonville, Nebraska, 
secured a divorce itt Furnus connty, Ne- 
beaska, and ju IMS8& was ngsin married. 

Mrs. Hithion, his divorced site. died 
Mureh 1, 1894. und was buried in the 
Devizes cemetery. 

Lewis Henry Butteu wes born in 
Medicine county. Obio. October 4. 1848: 
he was raised on us farm and inoved with 
his parents to Lafayette county, Wiscon- 
sin in i8d, lived there |? vears then 
moved to Cass county. Jown, stayed there 
six years and then moved to Nortou 
county in April, 1874. He was married 
to Emeline Wilsun at Atienta, Jowa, 
December 26, 1870, ‘They reside at this 
time ut Edmond. Six children 
been barn to them. 

Orin Button, his father. came here in 
1879. He Hives on a fanm went Rdinond, 

E. V. Peterson the snbyject of this 
sketch was born in Lodi, Senera coun. 
ty, New York, June 1, 1835, “He spent 
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his youth on bis father’s farm. assistine 
his father at his work and attending the 
distriet school, That was before the 
free sehool system prevailed in this 
country. except perhapsin some of the 
New England states. The grade system 
of schol and school books were not 
thenin use. Those were the days of 
Webster's spelling book, Dayball's arith- 
metic and Peter Purley’s geograpbie-. 
goose quill pens, poke berry ink. Mr. 
Peterson earued his first wages as it 
school master; he commenced at the age 
of 16, teaching school iu a disiriet near 
where bis father lived for $i¢a ruotth 





E. V_ Peterson. 


aid board—boarding aronad as it was 
called, one week at # time at each of the 
patrons of the school; the master was 
expected ta goall around no inatter haw 
poor the accommedations. If any werr 
neglected it canged jeatuusy and hurd 
feelings. 

The second year Mr. Peterson tanght 
in his father's district hereeceived %-! 
per mouth, In the springof Issa ke 
entered the academy at Charlorsville. 
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New York, fifty-five miles south west of 
Albany, and iu the full of the saine year 
entered Union college. Schenectady. 
-eventeen miles west of Albany. and 
craduated from the same institution in 
Jndy 1858. His diploma is signed by 
Elipnalet Nutt, a celebrated divine 
antl educator of his day. At that time 
st years of age and active in dis- 
charging his duties as president 
uf the college, At the closeof hs col- 
lege career Mr, Peterson weut to Missis- 
sippi to teach school. His coutract was 
with ane Mr, Lashley, a cotton planter 
in the Mississippi vottuin. whose home 
was about four miles back from the 
tiver uear Point Worthington. Mr. 
Peterson speaks of this as one of the 
snost interesnug and enjoyable years of 
his life. It was at a time when Afriexo 
slavery was at its most flourishing con- 
ition, when the cotton andl sugae 
planters were looked up to as a superior 
vlass, and when his political intlueuce 
wis il powerful. It was his first ac- 
quaintence with slavery. 

To go from New York to Mississippi 
was like goiug to a foregin country: 
“verything was strange an] new. To 
~-ethe first slave—to see hii in bis 
cabin, and in the beautifal gre-n cotton 
fields. sparkling through avd through 
‘ith white cotton bursting and hanging 
fromm the balls was a sight ost impres- 
~ive and never to be furgutten. 

Mr: Lashley bad a very moderate 
sized plantation of )42 field hands. Mr. 
Lashley’s ouly child was a son of 18 who 
was Mr. Petersou’s vuly schular. He re- 
seived 3100 per month and board. use of 
horse and servant and all traveling ex- 
penses for bis services. At Unat tlie 
there were no public sehvuls, and tew 
Inaututious vf leurning in the state of 
Mississippi. Mis. Lasidey was a cousin 
ef the celebrated Joba C Breckenridge 
and ona visit to New Orleans that win- 
ter, Peterson ssopped at Beton Rouge 
tnd took supper in company with Mr. 


Breckenridge at one Robert MeHaiton’s, 
brother Of Mrs, Lashley. Treekenridge 
wis on his way to Washington to re- 
sme bis duties as vice president of tha 
United States. The following year Mr. 
Peterson taught schvol in a boy's acada- 
uy at Winchester, Tennessee. Peter 
Turney, rhe present @overnor of Ten- 
hesse@, Was one of the trusteesof the 
academy, The year following he taught 
at Athens, Alabama. Hehad a school 
of twelve schulars; Mr, Honston then 
member of congress afier Uuited States 
senator was one of the patrons, also 
Luke Pryor wio afterward was United 
States senator from: Aliana, 

Mr. Pryor wus one of the poor whites 
of the south, aud when a young man 
used to cut and cart wood to Athens to 
sell He wasa man of great natural 
ability brit of Hinited education. 

dust befure the eoruencement of the 
war Peterson left the sonth and went to 
Peru, Iudiana, where in August, 1861 he 
enlisted in the United States volunteer 
artuy. He was first lieutenant of com- 
pany A 89th Indiana. This regiment, iu 
the winter of 1862, was changed tuto a 
cavalry regiment, known as 8th Indiana 
cavalry and at the lime of this change 
Peterson was made captain of  cow- 
pany M. 

General Sherman was his first livision 
conunmanderand General A. MeD. Me- 
Cook of the regulur urmy aew stationed 
at Denver wis Ins second division eon 
mander. He was with his company in 
the battles of Shiloh, Corinth, Polish, 
Green River. Penyville. Chickamangna 
and Chattavoga when Grant raised 
Braggs’ seive. <A large porting of the 
time he was judge udvocate.on the stuffs 
of Genl's Sill and R, M, Juhnson of Ker- 
tucky: he wus mustered out of service 
in November, 1804 After the wir he 
leeated at Campaizn, Whueis. aud en- 
gaged in the mercantile business til 
i883: he iben came to Nerton and orgiun- 
ized the State Bauk of Nortou, holding 
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the position of ecushier. Tn May 1887 
this bauk was changed to the First 
National bank: for a short time he was 
eushier and afterward president of this 
pank. In 1602 he sold his interest in the 
bank and since that time has been sell- 
ing goods and handling cattle. Ee was 
muyor of the city of Norton in 1886: the 
only public oftice he ever held. He was 
married to Caroline Gregary at Ann 
Arbor, Michigan, Januury 2, I6. 

Mrs. Peterson isa danghter of Charles 
H. Gregory deceased, who ws a physi- 
cian of Troy. New York. He was a 
vealons and nective xbolitio:ist; his louse 
wus one of the starions of the celebrated 
under ground railroad -n term applied 
to the track or trail that the run-away 
slaves were piloted over during their es- 
capeinto Canada. Wu. Garrison once 
spoke of Dr. Gregory as “that great and 
good man.” He washighly esteemed by 
all who knew him. 

Mr. Peterson's father and mother are 
still living, active and in good health, at 
the ripe age of 85 and 84. 

Mr. and Mrs, Peterson huve had two 
children, Their son, a bright voung 
man of 19. was shot dead winle hunting 
shortly after they came toa Norton; his 
remuins lie in the Norton cemetery. 
Their danghter, Penelope gradurted at 
Smith University at North Hampton, 
Massachusetts, and is now in Boston, 
taking an advanced course in music, 

In 1872 but little was raised although 
rainfall was plenty. The virgin sod had 
never been broken until that verr and 
what little grain there was planted was 
putin very late. In 1873 this county 


-had an abundauce of rain und a good 


crop, dim Hall raised wheat thac year 
that yielded 40 bushels to the acre; Sol 
Marsh also hada small fehl of wheat 
that yielded well, This field was ent 
with acralie by George Beuklin, Ar 
the same time Henry Oliver cat hi 
Wheat in an adjoining field with a 
butcher knife, 





Henry Oliver as county treasurer col- 
lected the tax for 1873 by going on foot 
from house to house. The assessed val- 
nation for that yeur cannot be found out 
but Mr. Oliver reported the following 
tax collected: 


State Tax - - - $26.25 
County Tax : w 196.46 
State School Fund = 2 4.29 
Tnterest ou school bonds = Dee 
Sinking fund - - . 12 
Cost of suit - - ‘ 13 
School tax on district No. 2 - 8.43 

ae se fe cé No. * MM S 
Semnl annual dividend from state 42.47 


The crop season of 1874 opened un 
under the most favorable conditions. 
Emigration poured in from all points of 
the conypass: all the creek claims were 
taken and the most available prairie 
claims were selected. The settiers taok 
hold with energy. The partial success 
of crops in 1873 had convinced the ost 
skeptical that the sail of this country 
was rich and goud, A. larger crop than 
ever before was-plunted and the settlers 
were beginning to anticipate relief from 
the rigid eronomy which all were forced 
to practice prior to that time, lat early 
in May complaints of drouth were heard. 
Showers enongh came during May and 
June to make some wheat; the corn. 
while not entirely dead would have been 
a complete failure. On August 7, count- 
less myriads wf grasshoppers were upon 
us. and the last vestige of growing grain 
Wis @aten up. The people were panic 
stricken but reflection showed them that 
there was no lavd within access where 
their condition could be bettered. The 
crops were conipletely destroyed for more 
than 100 miles east, narth and south. 
while everything wast was gone. 

Governor Osborne called the legisla- 
ture together to see what contd be dane. 
The result was that the legislature en- 
acted a law empowering the counties 1 
vote bunds to aid the destitute. Our 
representative. C. C. Vance came hone 
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sud omerde his report, amd recom. 
inendel that an election be called to 
vote bonds. The proposition met with 
~erivus Opposition from some of our 
busiuess men but a majority uppeared 
to favor it, 80 @ mass convention was 
called to meet in Norton on October 5, 
The county commissioners met the sume 
day, When the mass convention met 
Representative Vance made a speech 
urging the people to vote bonds. J. R. 
Hamilton and Ed Collins opposed in 
xpirited speeches the calling ofthe elec- 
tion, but the sentiment appeared to favor 
the bond issue. so the commissioners at 
nee Called an election 10 be held on 
Gctober 22, for the purpose of voting 
&.000 in relief bonds. The campaigu 
for sud against the bonds was apirited 
and every voter in the county was seen. 
Most of the settlers had gone east for 
the winter beforeelection day came so 
thet ouly 112 votes were cast. That 
represented every legal voter in the 
county on election day. The vote stood 
69 in tavor and 52 against the bonds. 

Twin Monnd precinct which bad 11 
Voters at that time failed to receive their 
il] books in time so no election was 
lellin that precinct, W.E, Case, J 
K. Hamilton and other bond opponents 
always claimed that ifan election had 
tween held there the bouds would nave 
been defeated. . 

The county seat fight was beginning 
at thnt time and the voting of the boads 
Was heralded as a partial victory for 
Leota, 

‘nat prior to the bond voting Frank 
Williams had resigned as county treas- 
‘rer and the commissioners had ap- 
tointed Alexander Morrison, of Leota, 
48 his successor. Morrison had moved 
‘le treasurer’s office to Leota and the 
‘uerehants of that town ut once gave 
“otive that they would sell groceries to 
the settlers and take orders on the 

‘aunty treasurer fer the money. This 

“Up on the part of Leoti was expected 


to give their town an unprecedente.l 
boom, but Case & Williams, of Norton, 
made the saine proposition to the set- 
ters, eo the fight went merrily on. As 
aresult the merchants of both towns 
sold a great many more goods than 
their patrons’ share of the aid when the 
money came, and a great many of those 
bills remain nupaid to this day. 

Atter the bonds were issued they 
were purchased by the state and Mr. 
Morrison went to Topeka and drew the 
money in person. Upon his return, 
which was in January, 1873, he came 
via the Kansas Dacife railroad, through 
a blinding snow storm, 
boys were apprised of his return, and 
W. E. Case went to Levta on font to get 
his share of the money. Upon his ar- 
rival there late at night, Morrison suid 
that he was exhausted from his luge 
trip and wanted to wait until morning, 
but Case was afraid that the Leota 
merchants would get all the money in 
the morning and was also afraid that 
some of the homesteaders had given 
duplicate orders, which afterward 
proved te he the fact, and insisted ona 
settlement that night, which he finally 
got, bringing home wilh him over two 
thonsand dollurs in cash. After leaving 
Leota he was afraid to travel in the 
road, so he waded ia the snow along 
the hanks of the creek. arriving home at 
daylight in the morning. 

This money was apportionel on the 
per capita plan, each head of a family 
being reqnired to swear that he bad no 
other available means of support. Men 
with twenty-five and fifty head of canle 
and horses made this affidavit, which 
caused some complaint and severe criti- 
cism on several of our citizens. Bat 
when J. lt, Hamilton got these jonis 
cancelled in 1877 and anthing had to be 
paid on them everybody appeared to re- 
gret that we had not voted more and 
that they had refused their share; as 
several worthy men had refused their 
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share through pride and lecause they 
hud consciencious seruples against 
takiug the required oath. 

The Fourth of July, 1874, was cele- 
brated in a howery prepired neir the 
Brigys’ building. on the narth side of 
the square, where Renoe & Williams’ 
meat market now staids. A lasket 
dinner was served and an enjoyable 
time was had. D. M. Robinson was 
president of the day, John R. Hamilton 
delivered the oration, J. H. Simmons 
read the Declaration of Independence, 
and Mrs. W. 8. Rogers and her dangh- 
ter. Mrs. B. ©. Williams, furnished the 
music. The festivities clused with a bull 
at night, Morris Atkinson playing the 
fiddle: violinest was an unkuown tern 
here at that time. 

The republican county convention 
met on September 9, 1874 in the Briggs 
building at Norton. David Close was 
nade chatrinan and W, E, Case secre- 
tary. There had been some doubts ex- 
pressed by the Nortou boys as to the 
loyalty of C. ©. Vance to onr tosn. and 
an effort was quietly inauynrated to 
defeat hin at the convention. bnt it 
sgon developed that ao aaajority of the 
delegates were fur him: so they  per- 
mitted him to be renominated by ac- 
chimation. C. G. Paye was nominated 
for sherit! and A. F. Harmer for clerk 
of the court. both by practically a 
mnaniimons vote. 

‘Phe candulates for probate judge were 
John P. Dopns and William Gillon: on 
the first ballat they were tied. Close as 
ehairman declined to vote and tls make 
the nomination but called for a vew bil- 
lot. The result was the sixine so Mr. 
Close gave his vote to Mr. Dopps and 
nominated him, M. J. Pirz Patrick wis 
nominated for comnty superintendent, 
and James W. Vance for vonniy  atior- 
ney. This ticket was all elected, put 
some of the Norton boys hewled by John 
Landia, Wo E, Crse. Sol Marsh. Won. 
Simpson and others got toxether and put 





out another ticket which was called the 
indenendent republican ticket, but az a 
fact was simply auanti Leoia ticket. a- 
follows: Representative Peter Hiungen. 
probate judge Willian Gibbon and 
county attorney Capt. Win. D. Jarvis. 

But the fight was made for the elec- 
tion of Ransen but he only received 3x 
votes while Mr. Vance got 100. Mr. 
Dopps received 80 votes and Judge Gib- 
bon G4. Jim Vanee tor county attorney 
receive 97 votes and Cant, Jarvis Js. 
Mr. Page. Harmer and Fitz Patrick 
were elected withont opposition, 

The total valuation of property as re- 
turned by the assessors for IT wis 
224,662.65 and the total tax collected 
was FIT, 

Winter opened with a gloomy outlook 
for many bur consideruble aid was sent 
inand distributed se that no one acmal- 
ly suffered for the necessaries of life. 
The mast of the aid was distributed hs 
the township trostees, but the counry 
seat fight was brewiny and a grent deal 
of complaiut was heard that‘it: was uot 
distributed fairly. When the Lrota 
men were in Charge they were accused 
of giving it ont to their frieuds, and wher 
Norton men got hold the same charge 
caine from the opposition. This mattel 
progressed until Jamoary 6. S875. wher 
& petitinn signed by M. A. Morrison and 
149 others. asking for an election to re- 
locate the county seat of Norton couuts 
was presented. The board of county 
commissioners promptly called an elec- 
tion to he held on Febrnary 25, t8y>. 
The call was signed by Kingsbury sue 
Logan commissioners: they also received 
4 petition signed by O. M. Dannevik and 
others. charging Peter Hansen the otter 
meinber of the board with being a nou 
resident of the county. whieh was laid 
over: hat at the next meeting they de 
elared the sear of Mr. Hansen vaca. 
They also declared the oltice of county 
clerk vacant. which was bekl by J. HH. 
Sinnnons, and appointed M. J. Fitz Pat- 
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nek to fill the vneancy. E.R. Worth- 
angio was appointed commissioner for 
the third district in place of Hansen. 
‘This put the board in close tonch with 
\eston, which was the name of the op- 
posing town at that time, as none of the 
inuerd was in favor of Norton. The cam- 
paign for the relocating of the county 
appeared and every known device by 
the partisans of each side to carry the 
day. Election day came and with it the 
most severe snow storin and blizzard of 
that year which made it nearly impos- 
sible for men to travel. Soine of the 
voters lived twenty miles from the 
voting place, but the excitement ran 
bixh and nearly every man wus at the 
polls, ‘When the board ineton Lebru- 
ary 27, to canvass the votes they an- 
noruced the vote as follows: Norton 
Hh, and Weston 86, 

The vielury for Norton was won by 
reason of the fact that this town had 
pigmised to build a court honse free of 
-xpense to the taxpayers. A bond for 
s).200 had been filed with the county 
clerk on February 16, which was six 
days before the election. although the 
rommmissioners did not aceept the bond 
antl February 27. This bond provided 
that they shanld build a court house 
within ninety days 24x30 feet. two 
stories high, ete., and was signed by 
Win Simson, Henry Oliver. W. W. 
Rohinsen, E. Fisher, W. B. Jones, Johu 
nd f. Willuums, R. Williams, Win. D. 
Jarvis, B. F. Williams, Albert Graves, 
W. E. Case. D. M. Robinson, Louis 
Pendleton, John Diefenbach. J. K. 
Hamilton, J. A. Newell aud J. P. Cook. 

As soon use this bond was accepredl a 
jairty was sent over to Skull creek to 
‘ut cvttonwool logs to build the frame 
work of the new bnllding. but n severe 
torte dreve them komme withont accom- 
Hishing aeything, Wain. Sipsun. 3B. B. 
Willians and others nade the trip. J. 
1, Wope and Joe Wade were canght in 
thik storni with ox teams aud uearly 


perished. Early in Miareh another 
partly, viz: Sol Marsh, Henry Oliver, 
W. W. Robinson. A. 5, Curry, Jobn 
Seiber, J. 5. Wright, Jim Mittan, 
J.S. Humphrey aud others went over ta 
Skull and Buek creeks and cut cotiou- 
wood logs, hauled them to Pete fHan- 
sen's sawmill xt Logan, where they huel 
them sawed un the halves and thus 
secured the lumber tor the frame work. 
E. Fisher and Join Diefenbach went 
to Kearney, Nebraska, and bavled in 
pine Inmber to fiuish it: a0 that early in 
April the new court house was enclosed. 

The board of connty cumtuissioners 
refuse] to accept the bnilding and 
threw every obstacle possiblein the wiy 
of 4 final settlement of the county seat 
amaiter in fuver of Norton. Yhe Leota 
fellows were wctive ot this Unie in se- 
curing auother petition calling a néw 
election. This engendered a very Dit- 
ter feeling, and every man iu the conaty 
wis seen and tallied to by the friends of 
both towns. 

A great uiany men signed both the 
petition and the remonstrance. The 
Norton men expressed the opinton thet 
all question of donit as tothe legality 
of tae petition was decided by the beard 
in favor of the petitioners.and where the 
sume mime was found ou the petition 
and remonstrance they assumed that he 
hal signed the petition last. While 
the Weston people accused the frieuds 
of Nortun with corruption in secnruiy 
their remonstrance, wid thus the tight 
weit merrily ov until Sepuunber 25. 
when the following petition, presente! 
by Professor Boyt and sigued by 1:0 
men, was received anda new elechou 
called. 

“Ty the commissioners of Nortow eonu- 

ty: We. your petitioners, respectfally 
pray that your hongrable body call un 
election tote heli in sail county, for 
the removal of the county seat fron: 
Norton to Westen, or such other place 
as the electors may Chovse. 
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On motion the prayer of the petition 
was grantell and on Saturday, October 
30, was designated as election day. 

On July 6, the commissioners estab- 
lished a new wunicipal township to be 
known as Weston township. This ter- 
ritory is the same as tie present town- 
ship of Leota. The organization of this 
township was supposed to give Weston 
some advantage, which proved to be 
trne. On July 7, they passed the fol- 
lowing resolution: That we occupy the 
court house for three months from diate 
and that if the persons who are erecting 
said court house will plaster and enn- 
crete the lower story uf said building 
well and complete within three mouths 
from date then the comnixsioners ac- 
cept the said building for the use of the 
county, otherwise to pay a reasonable 
rent for it. Signed: 

G.N. Kixusecry, 
Lewis Logan. 
E. R. Wortiiaton, 

M,_ J, Fitz Patrick. county clerk.” 

The 4th of July, 1875, was celebrated 
by a very sinall audience. J. R. Hannil- 
tou nade a brief address. Albert Graves 
agted as chairman. The cerewonies 
were held in the northeast corner room 
of the old court house. There were no 
ladies present owing to high water in 
the Prairie Dog, The friends of this 
town on the south side. David Close, 
E. E. Dopps, ‘Henry Oliver and their 
fanilies and other friends of Norton 
met in the greve near Capt. Jarvis? 
place and had a basket dinuer, but 
Weston hada big time. All the von hy 
peopie from Norton, aud in fact from 
the north side. went xcrusa the creek in 
a boat made from a wayou lox, L, P. 
Boyd acted as ¢hairmanand C. C. Vanee, 
delivered the uration. A big ball at 
night attracted an Jarve crowd: Ben In- 
galls, the celeLruted violinist, furnished 
the music. Their celebration Clearly 
outranked that of Norton anil pretaged 
victory for Weston in the euning can- 


test On January 5, 1875, the c 
sioners in regnlar session apportione:! 
the aid money received from the sale 
of bonds as follows: 

Alinena township ~ = 
Soloinon township - - 
Center township - - 1,521.50 

And an February 27 the board al- 
lowed a bill of $164.50, presented by the 
trustees of Decatur county that 
being the amount due them as 
aid, they being a municipal town- 
ship of this county at that time: «r 
in other words that county being un- 
organized was attached to this for ju- 
dicial purposes, 

Inthe year of 1875 Norton county 
raised a fair crop, we had some grass- 
hoppers and a hot and dry spell dur- 
ing the crop season, but. take the county 
as a whole, had more than a half crop. 
Our assessed valuation for 1873 was 
$32,668.75, and the amount of taxes 
raised was $156.01. 

The election in February 1873 which 
resulted in hoiding rhe county seat ut 
Norton. was carried by sneh «small 
majority that Weston at once set about 
to secure the necessary petition for an- 
other electicun. The interest in this 
contest had become so spirited that all 
other questions disappeared entirely. 
end the fact that aman was a republi- 
can ora democrat had nota feathers 
weight, At the Kirwin land office were 
kept friends of both Norton and Weston 
and all unmigrants into Norton county 
were evlightened as to the situation 
anid urged to at once join bands witi: 
oue or the other of the rival towns, ae- 
cording to the bias of the party into 
whose hams they fell. What was true 
of Kirwin applied also, in a amore limi- 
tet way, toall railroad points nearest 
Nortos and to other eastern towns 
through wich the settlers were oblizer 
to pass. Those circulating the petition 
for another election were accused of 
inaking al] kinds of statements in order 
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tusecure & sissnature, the most com- 
mou device being to represent that the 
justition Called for the locating of a new 
vail route or the increase of service on 
sve line already established and ina 
wajcrity of instances the petition was 
not read at ajl by the signer. The 
necessary signatures being obtained. 
the petition was presented to the board 
uf commissioners and readily granted 
as the board were Weston men. Then 
hegiin an exciting canvass of the county 
—a spirited canvass it wight be called 
for much of the argument furnished 
was of a liquid nature. The election 
was set for Thursday, Ovtober 3G, 1875. 
but when the day rolled around it was 
found that the 30th was Saturday. Nat 
Baker was secured ou behalf of Weston 
and at once located in that towu and 
began the publication of the Lecon:o- 
tive. His motto was “We will keep up 
steam or bust our boiler.” Nat was 
also a fair speaker and took the s'niup 
in Weston's interest, but their principal 
speakers were C, C. Vauce, Dr, S.L. 
Green and L. P. Bord. The speech 
waking on the part of Norton rested 
pyincipally ou John R. Hamilton, the 
financial arguinents were used by all 
friends of Norton. more or less, bit fell 
niost heavily upon Richard Williams. 
Wes'on raised the cry that Norion was 
bankrupt, that whe district was heavily 
hounded and ibat Weston had severil 
capitalists who would at once erect 
stores,.a mill. huild a court Louse and 
meke things boom geuerally Norton 
denied pretty mmch all that Weston 
tlaimed, and further stated that the 
town company at Norton was abund- 
aully able to make good all their prow- 
isés to build ap and maintain a pros- 
perous town. The distribution of aid 
that was conducted iargely by Weston 
leu, was severely criticised by friends 
of Nortun. Newt. Cope bought the 
new residence of W. E. Case. the best 
in Norton, und removed it to Weston 


with a great flourish of trumpets. On 
election diy the vorers were all out to 
the polls and the closest scrutiny was 
made to see that no fraudulent vores 
were cast. In spite of all. the challeng- 
er at each polling place was often le- 
guiled aside for a few moments and at 
such times side entrances, through 
windows or other unguarded places 
were made, the ballot bastily dropped 
ind the guard return to his post uusus- 
picious of the ruse that had been ere- 
cessfully carried through during his 
brief ahsence. 

The election was held on Saturday, 
October 80, 1875, and the unofficial re- 
turus indicated that Weston had polled 
the heavier vote. Iu anticipation of 
this Hamilton had previously armed 
himself with proofs of frand and for- 
gery in the preparation of the petition 
and of irregular and illegal acts in wiany 
other respects, aud thus armed set ont 
eatly the following Monday morning, 
behind a pair of swift ponies driven by 
Jiu Mittan, and iu a very briet time, 
cousidering the distance, was in the 
presence of Judge Holt, at Beloit, who 
Ab once examined the evidence sub- 
mitted to him and granted a temporary 
injunction restraining the board from 
counting the vote. 

On Sunday morning October 31. tie 
bluest set of men that ever met in Ner- 
ton congtTegated to hear the returns fruns 
the election. While each one as hecare 
up wonld ask for the latest. yet his vice 
and manner indicated that he knew by 
premonition that Norton had fost. After 
the matter had been talked over the in- 
junetion scheme was laid before the 
crowd, but few hid any faith init: yer 
alt adiitted that i¢ was worth tryin. 
so Hanilton started for Beloit to ask for 
the injunction while only a very few 
men in Nortun believed thar he curl 
oltainone, Usauilteu and Jim Mitten 
bad returned to Yellow Sprinys.sunth wf 
Phillipsburg when the team gave out, 
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This was Friday evening. sv Hamilton 
started to Norton on foot but before he 
got here Jim overtook him: they came 
into Norton at daybreak Saturday morn- 
ing November 6. The conunissioners 
were to meet that mourning for the pur- 
pose of canvassing the vote. TheWaston 
fellows were down in full force. They had 
brought three wagons for the purpose 
of moving the entire county seat 10 
Weston. When Sheriff Hall served the 
injunction on the cumumissioners the 
Weston fellows were lln2 and the Nor- 
ton boys were correspondingly happy. 

At the next term of court the matter 
came up for judicial investigation, but 
got no further than Hainilton’s first. 
count, which stated that the proclaima- 
tion of the sheriti, J. R. Halli, ealling 
the election had not been posted ina 
leag] wnanner and that therefore the 
election was void. Ou investigutiou it 
was found that sueh was the case an] 
80 the teluporary injunction was made 
perinanent. Hall dispapypeared in short 
order and hag never heen seen in an oid 
settlers’ meeting in Norton county from 
that day to this. Other attempts were 
frequently made during the next three 
years to secure the necessary call for 
another election, but without success 
and Westen, or Leota us afterward 
called, ihrew np the spovze and de- 
spuiringly submitted to the inevitable. 

The First Presbyterian church of Nor- 
ton was organizel August lj, 1874 by 
the Rev, S. G. Clark under anthority of 
what was then known as the Presbytery 
of Highland, The following mem ers 
were received nuon eertificnte: Philip 
Bruner, Margaret Briner, Jolin A. New- 
ell, Musilda A. Newell, Robert Hutehi- 
soo, Elizabeth Joues, Maury R, Martin. 
Lonisa R. Martin, Ella Jarvis and Eliza- 
beth Jarvis. 

John A. Newell was duly elected, and 
installed ruling elder of the church thos 
organized. At the time the churen was 
organized the country was new anid the 








congregation conld not be + regularly 
supplied with preaching. As there was 
ne chureh building in Norton the con- 
gregation would meet whenever an op 
portunity presented itselfand whenever 
Some One could be found to preach so 
them. Services would be heldin a store 
building or any vacant roow that could 
be obtained. Alter the tirst school build- 
iug was erected the congregation would 
Ineet at what isnow called theold school 
house. In the spring of 1878 Rev. 
Theodore Brackin was commissioned by 
the Board of Hame Missions to a field in 
north western Kansas, embracing four 
counties, of which Norton county was a 
part, In order for Rev. Brackin t. 
reach Phillipsburg, the point at which 
he located, it was necessary for bim 1¢ 
travel about 100 miles overland. Not 
long after this urraugements had been 
made by the Board of Home Mission the 
field thus assigned to Rev, Brackin was 
divided, Norton and Graham ecounsics 
being stricken off forining a field by 
themselves. Rev. J. A, Habn tonk charge 
of this new field. locating at Norton and 
becoming the first minister rezularly 
culled te supply the chureh after its 
orranization, 

The present ehurch building war 
erected in 187%. while Rev. Hahn was 
still in charge of the congregation. aud 
Was the first church building jn Norton. 
Rev. Robert ©. MeKinney was Rev. 
Hahn's snecessor. taking eburge of the 
church sometime during the spring of 
i880 and closed his lavers with the 
Church at the end of the same year. In 
the beginning of the-year 182i Rey. Jas. 
Kirkwood of Glenville. Nebraska, was 
called. to supply the ehurch; holding the 
first session meeting May 6, ISS!, and re- 
uitined with the church abuuttwe years. 
Soun atter Rev. Kirk wood’s relation with 
the chureh closed Rev. J. Wilson, thes 
in charge ot roc Presbyterian chureh at 
Overlin, supplied the pulpit uf rhe Nor- 
ton chureh each aiteruute Sabbath fer 
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soute t¥o years, During the year 1885 
Rev. J. MePheriu accepted a call to sup- 
jiy the church, He held hia first session 
inecting ia September 1885 and con- 
tinned to supply the church for three 
years. On acconnt of failing health he 
has been compelled to retire from 
active ministry. His home is at present 
in Omaha, Nebraska. In the year 188 
Rev. A. T. Aller entered into the en- 
xagement with the chureh to supply the 
ynipit. His first session meeting was 
heid April 1,of same year. Kev, Aller 
remaftied in charge of the church for 
twoyears. HBeisai present pastur of 
the Preshyterian church of Hays City, 
Kansas. The organization of the Pres- 
lyterian church at Ca'vert, which took 
place November 7, 1889, drew heavi ly ur- 
on the membership of the Norton church 
43 maby inembers of the Norton chureh 
lived near Calvert and very naturally 
went into that organization .In [S92 Ray. 
W. C. Aer entered upon his duties as 
stated supply of the church and remained 
in charge for one year. Heis at present 
in Charge of the Presbyterian church at 
Clinton, Kansas, Rev. A. C. Keeler, of 
jowa, became Rev. Axer’s successor 
‘nteriug upon his duties as stated supply 
July 1, 1803 which position he still holds. 
kev, Keeler was burn in Burlington, 
lowa, December 5. 1945¢ and has spent 
iuore than twenty years of bls life in the 
iuinistry, The Presbyterian church of 
Norton though not as strong financially 
i” some other churehes in the city is 
hevertheless in a protperous condition, 

It is difficuls to vet all the data of the 
ratly history of Methodism in the city 
of Norton. 

Old Mr. Vance. father of the Vance 
lrothers so well known to the eurlier 
~ettlers, undoubtedly preached the tirst 
*“Flkon sometime in }St4. The first class 
“as organized by R.A. Seymour, a local 
Wweacher, May 20, 1876. Seymour 
'teached bere uutil about July, tstx, 
«hen he resigned and Brother Euyard, 


now preaching in Phillips county, filled 
the remaining part of the year, or until 
conference convened which was in March 
1879; the conference then sent W. A. 
Saville, well known to some of us as a 
splentidalfaround man, Save stryed 
two years and was succeeded by Thomas 
Crouch, who remained but a short tine 
when the Presiding Elder sent J. W. 
Grahantasa supply. Graham was an 
eloquent and enthusiastic preacher: and 
being of Southern blooll would as goon 
fight for a right principle as pray for it. 
He was succeeded by W. J. Meredith, 
Who together with his wite will jong be 
remembered asa working and exemplary 
pair. H.M. Mayo,a young man from 
Baker University, came next and preach- 
ed one year. In the mean time thinking 
his work could Le made more effeczive 
went east and returued with x» beautifn! 
bride and thechurch said Amen, 

The growth of Methodism had been so 
Sreat and sister denominations were 
rapidly building up. The gaod people 
of thechurch thought the time had come 
when Norton should be made a station: 
prior to this rime it had heen a circuit 
with Nortou, Ory Creek. Hillmen. Lone 
Branch and Lyle as appOintinents. The 
brothers also thought we ought to have 
a preacher sent usthat could maintain 
hiinself with the preacher of one other 
church at thia place and upon petition 
the conference sent us E. H. Fleisher. 
who, we are proud to sty. did his werk 
faithfully and well, Atthe expiration 
oftwo years the pulpit so ably filed by 
Brother Fleisher waseqnally well tilied 
for the next two years by L. O. Hone! 
of Sigourney. Iowa. an‘) be wits sneceeded 
by W. R. Pierce a faithful, energetic 
worker beyond his physical ability. 
Brother Pierce was succeeded by J. L. 
King the présent pastor who is just 
eniéring on his fourth year. 

The first place where preaching. 
services were held was in x Ing honse 
that stuud on the west side of State 
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street. just north of the Rock Island 
railroad. until a few yearsazo. Several 
persons, alnoug whom was David Close. 
purchased it for a place of worship. 
where any traveling preacher might 
hold services. The building before 
being tern down and moved away 
was photographed by B. J. Marsh, and 
some of the pictures are now amang the 
highly prized relics of some of our early 
church-going people. 

The next placeof holding services was 
in the rear of the old postoflice building, 
located on the original town site of 
Norton, a little west and south of 
Kimmell & Marsh's implement house. 
and owned by W. B. Rogers. who 
kindly gave R. H. Seymore and wife 
this part of the house uuril i parsouage 
could be built, and retainel the front 
part for the post office. After the 
parsonage was built and the resident 
pastor had taken possession. the services 
were held there until the school house 
was built, which is now owned by J, 
F. Wright, vu lot 26. block 10, associa- 
tion addition. where services were held 
until the Presbyterians erected a fine 
church building, which is now in use, 
who kindly gave the use of i¢ until 
they saw fit to use it exclusively for 
their own worship. The brethren of 
the church sreing the Necessity uf hav- 
ing aplace of worship of their own, 
immediately set to work nnd by the nid 
of the women soon had eightly dollars 
in the trensury to Commence the work, 
and in the years of 188] and 1st? by the 
notiring etforts of David Close. na-isted 
by the brethren and while W. J. Mere- 
dith was pastor. the present church 
building was erected. The site having 
been kindly given to thea by William 
Simpson, who. on seeing the lirge 
foundation, thonght it turge enouch for 
ahog lot. Ero. Breed. the presiding 
elder, who dedicuted it, ula thought it 
tuo large, uton the diy of dedication, 
the house being filled to overtlowing, 
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said no, it is not too large. and he pre- 
dicted that the benches. then only ten 
in number. would soon have to be dn- 
plicated, the rest of the room having 
been filled with borrowed chairs, boards, 
ete. 

Followiug is a list of the names of the 
preachers and Jength of time served. 
furnished by the M. E. conference: 

R. HI. Seymore, appointed in the 
spring of 1876, served until abont July. 
1878. 

Brother Engard from July, 178, zo 
March, 1s7¥. : 


W. A. Saville from March, 187%, fo 
March, 1S8L. 
Thos. Cronch from March, !881. te 


May, 1881. 
J. W. Graham from May, iss}, to 
March, 1882, 


W.. Meredith from March, 1882, to 
March. 188-. 

H.M. Mayo from March, I[st4, to 
March, 1885. 

i. Ff. Fleisher from March, 1885, to 
March. 1887. 

L. O. Hoasel from March, 18&7, ‘to 
March, 1889. 

W. R. Pierce from March. 1889, ta 
March, 180). 

J.L. King from March, 1891, to the 


present time. 

Fillowing is a list of the presiding 
elders who have served this district: 

W. J. Mitchell from March, 1876. tu 
March. 2879. 

Dr. Caruthers from March, 1879. to 
March, 1882. 

H. G. Breed, 
March. 1886. 

S. A. Greene from 
Mareh. 1800. 

E. W. Allen from March, 1890, to the 
present tine. 

In Mareh, it), the auundl confer- 
ence was held here, presided over by 
3ishop Merrill. of Chicago. Notwsth- 
stunding one of the severest snow storms 
immediately preceding and wus on dur- 


from March, 1#82. to 


March. 1886. to 
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ing the conference, about one hundred 
preachers were in attendance, and Nor- 
ton will not soon forget the first enter- 
tuinment of so distingnished a body of 
nien as composed the Northwest Kan- 
sag conference. 

Among those who formed a part of 
the first class organized was David 
Ciose and wife, D. M. Robinson and 
wife, Eli E. Dopps and wife, The 
church has made rapid progress since 
the first class was forined numbering at 
present one hundred and twenty-three 
members on its roll, a church bailding 
35x51 feet 16 feet igh, ueatly finished 
inside with one of the best bells hung in 
its belfry and clear of indebtedness. 

The pulpit has been filled from the 
first by pastors who are among the 
brightest aud best and fill the best pul- 
pits iu the northwest Kansasconference. 

Mrr. Saldrige of Newton, Iowa. pre- 
sented the church with a beautiful sil- 
ver communion service in 1885 in honor 
of her lamented daughter. Mrs. Charles 
Fry, all being worthy members of the 
church. The donor and daughter’s name 
neatly engraved on pitcher aud goblets, 

The following parsonages bave been 
bnilt by the church and sold, except the 
present one now occupied by the pastor: 

The first was built ip J878 and oc- 
mpied by R. H. Seymour, on lot 3, 
binck 8, association addition. 

The second was built in the street 
und oceupiel by W. A. Saville until the 
mistake in location was discovered, 
when it was moved on lot 43. block 18, 
on east Main street; it is now owned by 
Mr. Roth and was built in 1879. 

The third was Wuilt in 1880, on lot 36, 
block 33, association addition and is 
owned by N. A. Jobnson. 

The fourth was built in 1854 0n lot 26, 
block 10. association addition, now 
owned hy G. N. Kingsbury. 

The fifth is now owned by the church 
it was built in 1886 ou lot 16, block 18, 
Hillside addition. 








The M. FE. church has also a fine 
chureh building and parsonage in Le- 
nora. this county, bnilt in 188%, and 
costing $2,500. 

‘The membership in the county at this 
tine is 450. 

Among those who have preached on 
the different circuits and in different 
years are: Reuben Bisbee, Jr., Jack 
Langly, W. S. Morrison. M. W. Whe- 
lan, E. R. Zimmerman, Joseph Baker, 
A. F. Camhow, H. ?. Mann, J. W. Me- 
Peek, H. Dalton. A. M. Lott. J. P. 
Smith, H.O. Lanham, James Thomp- 
ron, E. P. Hughes, G. H. Woodward, 
R. A. Quinn, IL. Clark and Charles 
English. 

On the 2th day of September 1875 
Elder James McGuire organized the 
Christian church at Neighborville with 
the following persons a8 charter wienn- 
bers: C. Decker. Mrs. C. Decker, Miss 
Mary Decker, Richard Williams. Eliza- 
beth Williams, Joel H. Simmons, Nathan 
Payton, Mrs. M. J. Payton, Miss Susan 
Paytop, Albert Graves, Mrs. E. 3. 
Graves, Jeshua Lieurance, Mrs. Sarah 
Marsh and Mrs. Ematine Oliver. 
tichard Williams was chosen Bishop 
and Joel H. Simmons deacon. They 
drew upasa bound of mnion and co- 
operation, the following: We, whose 
names are hereunto subscribed, do exch 
and severaly agree te unite ourselves [o- 
gether as a body of worshipers to be 
kuown and designated as the Charch of 
Christ. meeting at Neignborville, Kan- 
sas. Foratime they metin the Bieber 
schoo] house; then the organization was 
moved to Norton and they held their 
first meeting in the old court house. 
Shortly. however, they went to the ould 
schoo) house now owncd by the Wright 
Bros. 

Fron 1875 to 1845 the church ws pre- 
sided over by the following pastors: 
James MeGnire. J. W. Randal two 
meetings, A. Willinus three years. 
Lewis Bauer became pastor in 1878 and. 
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continued in charge until the spring of 
18538. LE. A. Barber followed with a 
three months’ pasrorate. When Elder 
Lewis Baner becziuie pastor once mere 
continuing as such until Febrnary 3, 
1885. On February 12, 1885 the wem ber- 
ship numbering “4, called George E. 
Dew to dedicate ta the Lord the house 
and grounds they now occupy. Tlder 
Dew held a short meeiing and shortly 
after the church secured J. W. B. Smith 
as pastor, who continned until Noverm- 
ber 25, 1886, membership 143. 

For the tollowing facts we are sarygely 
indebted to a hingraphieal sketch by FP. 
M. Rainsin the Disciple: J. W. B. 
Smith was born in Estill county, Ken- 
tucky, August 30, 1547, He was left an 
orphan at a very early age and experi- 
euced all the hardships ine‘dent to sueh 
aiuisfottune. He entered the United 
States army when but a mere boy and 
served till the close of thewnr. He was 
wounded during his service. He is an 
enthusiastic member of the G. A. B., 
and has delivered many addresses for 
that orler, whose merit has been 
recognized by requests for their publi. 
cation almost without exception. 

Mr. Smith completed the English 
course at Hamilton, Kentucky, heing 
accorded the first honors of the elass. 

He took the ‘‘elassical conrse” at nn in- 
stitution, which «afterwards mereed 
into Burrett college. Lut did not re- 
ceive his degree. ag a chatter had not 
been obtained. He was hapnily united 
in marriage to Miss N, A. Jones. Jun. 
6. 1868. They recently passed their 25th 
anniversary and were presented with a 
silver tea service by their chureh. His 
early life was devoted to teavhing in 
which he was very successful, 

Georgetown, Ohio. was his first pas- 
torate. which he resisued after an ac. 
ceptable service of neurly two veurs to 
uecept a call to Haalin, Kansas, where 
he served two years and was unanimions. 
ly called for the third but declined, to 


accept the pastorate at Nerron upon the 
completion of their present house «it 
Worship. His labors here were greatly 
blessed. The membership was increased 
by 51; a beil was placed in the ehureh 
aud other substantial improvement: 
were miuide, His audiences were uni- 
formly large, often taxirg the capacity 
ot the building, He wus forced to re- 
sign his work here on account of throzt 
trouble after a service of about a year 
and a half. 

A surgical operation has removed 
this difficulty and he has held sucvess- 
fn] pastorates at Garden City. Kansas. 
Huntsville, Missouri, Litchfield, Iti. 
nois, and Pratt. Kansas. where he is 
Iecated ut present. 

Mr. Smith is a close studeut, an ae- 
curate thinker and an eloquent speaker. 
To bear him is to admire him, to knew 
him is to love bim. He deserved] y 
stands in tae front rank of the Kansus 
ministry, 

During his ininistry more than two 
thousand have been added to the con- 
gregations for which he has labored. 

S.J, Vance then became pastor and 
continued in ¢harge until May 1. 188s: 
Elder George E. Dew came in May. 185s, 
uud continned as pastor for sixteen 
mouths. H.d. Decker, 8S. A. Nesbet. 
H. A, Masou and J. W. Hedges from 
November 1, 1890 until May 1, 1862. The 
membership was thea 183. The chareh 
called A. Calhonn May 1. 189°, as pas 
tor: he continued as such for fourteen 
months. At the time of his resignation 
the church rot! was 281, deaths and re- 
invvals 49. actual membership  ysv. 
April 16. 1803 Rev. H. 1, Burns beeame 
pastor: he has just closed his first year. 
during which time the membership wr- 
inereased by 42 adlitions, dearbs and re- 
movuls Ie. actual gain 21.) The ehureh 
has a good propersy. ont of debt and 
bright prospect before it, 

H&L. Burns was born in the city of 
Mansfield, Ohio. October 30.1857. He 
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enjoyed uli the advantages of bis native 
state for an education, which he gladly 
improved and was preparing for Hiram 
cutlege when the war broke out. This 
ciunged all bis planus and he enlisted, Sep 
tember 23.1861, in company G, 15 Ohio 
volunteer infantry, When the regiment 
lecume veterans Elder Burus becamne a 
member of company A. 163 Ohio volun- 
teer infantry which was mustered out 
May 18, 1865. Mr. Burns fas taxen a 


full Bible course in Correspondent Bible 
Knoxville, Tennessee, 


college, and is 





H L. Burns 


finely equiped for his chos2n field of 
Inver = Hecame west in the fall of 1865 
spending 18 yearsin Iowa, 7 years in Ne- 
braska and nearly 4 years ip Kansas. Ha 
is a fine pulpit speaker. stands well with 
his people and is respacted Ly all. He isa 
tuan of stroug and positive convietiuns, 
and enforce his views by well chosen 
and forceful arguinent us a prencher. 
The Bibls to him ic everything, and he 
Koes to it at all times with perfect con- 
ndence. On all subjectsbe ia an advanes 
thinker and ve fies to be tied tu theories 
and inysties. Heisa stricily republican 
iu bis political faith and «a goed and 
loyal anaa to his conntry. His family 


is an honor to society, and we wish 
Elder Burns and family may long re- 
Main with us. 

During the years 15876, ‘77 and ‘TS 
Elder F. J. MceAlroy, who resided in 
Phillips county, and Elder George E. 
Brauch, living over on the Sappy. did 
mncb pioneer work in Norton county, 
Elder McAlroy especially, be did not de- 
spise the day of smail things; he called 
the people together in the dugout. the 
sod house,orin the groves and in kis 
peculiar kind way, discoursed to thet, 
breaking the lonf and leading many to a 
better life. In thesumuiner of !87% this 
godly man came to Nurton and held a 
meeting in the old school house (now 
the property of J. Fr. Wright). [nu this 
meeting he did mush to enlighten and 
disabuse the minds of the public. on the 
old chesnnts, told so often, that the 
CambeHites did uot believe in a 
“change of heart,” but believed in 
‘water regeneration.” yet people into 
the water and then turned them loose 
on the public. The common people 
heard him gladly, but some let on as 
thongh he was a dangerous man aml 
needed watching. He and his wile 
both sleep now. that sleep that gives 
perfect rest, near Phillipsburg, Kauss. 

Elder Brauch was a quiet, earnest 
nan of God and while neither his nami 
nor that of McAtroy’s can be Tound on 
the church records today. they nre re- 
membered by the charter meinbers oi 
the church. 

At this time the Christian Sunday 
schuol is under the charge of Bert Will- 
jams and is in a flourishing condition 
and is doing tach geod. 

The officers of the church are Elders 
Sainel Means, Wesley Graves and i, 
L. Burns, Daacous Bert Wiihans. Rey 
Williams, T. B. Mathews, W. J. Bower 
nl B.A. Van Meter. 

The first winister to locate perman- 
ently in the county was Elder Gibbs 
who preached fur the Baptist church; 
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the writer is not certain whether he 
perfected a church organization, but 
thinks not. He preached regularly in 
the dugouts of the early settlers and in 
school houses in various parts of the 
county for several years. The first 
Baptist organization that we have any 
account of was on Long Brach in 1x78, 
this was by Elder Hakes. 

The first Baptist churet: of Norton 
was organized on the Sth day of Jaun- 
ary, 18&4, at the M. E. church with 
fourteen meiubers: N. A. Johnson, 
Dells Johnson, T. A. Rogers, Susan C. 
Rogers, Harry T. Thommpsou. Mary A. 
Thompson, Albert J. Thompson, Surah 
M. Thompson, John C, Latham, Ellen 
Day, W. R. Smith, Mary E. Mather, 
Joseph O. Fleming und Mary I. Corf- 
win. Rev. J. M. Crooks, of Danbury, 
Nebraska, acted ag chairman. <Afrer 
the organization seven Others received 
into membership: C. G. Pause, Mary 
R. Page, W. P. Davall. Adolph Bern- 
ing, James L. Corbin, Ervin H. Sivanp 
and G. El. Vail. 

At the next business meeting. held on 
the 20th day of February. N. A. John- 
gon, C. G. Page, T. A. Regere, ELH, 
Stamp and J. C. Latham were elected 
troustee. and N. A. Jolson, clerk; Mra. 
Ellen Day, treasurer; A. J. Thompson 
and E. D. Owens, deacons. 

The recognition services were held 
on Marek 19, by Rev. D..D. Proper, ot 
Topeka, assisted by Rev’s. 7. M. Crooks, 
W. A. Simmons and L. D. Goudwin. 

D. D. Haggard was the first: regular 
pastor called to take churge of the 
vhureh, April 1, }58e. He was ordained 
April 1s, and resigned at the close of 
his first yeur. 

J. Christian was the uext pastor; be 
came here in December. IM. and left 
on account of failing health in the fol- 
lowing August. 

af. Cashman was the next pastors he 
came here October 1. 182, and Pelaained 
Oue year, since whieh time the church 


has been without a pastor, 

The present house of worship was 
built in 1889, and was dedicated Septem- 
ber t by Rey. 5. D. Newell, of Man. 
hattau, Kansas. Cost of building, in- 
cluding labor, $1,400. The present 
membership is sixty-six. sixteen of 
which may be connted as von resident 
members, 

The first Catholic church was organ- 
ized by Father Reichert jiu JS78 in 
Almelo township. 

Father Reichert was born in Heidel- 
berg, Baden. Germany. in 1882 He 
came ta America with his parents in 
1834: at 13 years of age be was sent to a 
sentinary at New Reigel, Seneca county, 
Ohio, wisere he remained until he was 
ordained as priest iu August, 18is. He 
was place! in charge of norrhwesteru 
Kausas, whicls included all the territory 
west of Beloit. He located at New 
Almelo where he took a hometeal on 
which he built a sod bouse which he 
used for a dewellipg and a ebureh, this 
was on section 21, township 5, range 25. 
In this sed house services were held 
until 1880. when Father Reichert built 
2 stone church which is still in use. Iu 
1844 Father Reichert built a fram 
dwelling, aud in 1886 he enlarged it for 
the purpose of geting his brother, J. J. 
Reichert and family to live with him. 

In 1889 Father Reichert’y eye sixht 
failed him and he weut to Kansas Ci:\ 
for treatment, where he died cf heart 
disease February 13..1880. His buy 
wus sent baek 10 Ohio and wes laid to 
rest at Carthagena, Mercer county. 
whica ig the place where every Catholic 
priest belonging tothe C. P. P.S. order 
are buried. 

Following are the names of the 
pioneer menibers of the Almelo church: 
The Dinlaps and James Galeece, in 
1873, John Lanny. 187i: George Miller 
nud James MeKiuna, '8o6, and in 18s 
Martin Conroy, A. Walrer and family. 
Austin Miller, Frauk Bantz, N. Hahu 
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Jr: W. MeDormet, Peter Kunlen, Clem 
Sterner. Joseph Stenger. Rev. Augustin 
Reichert, J. Homan, Anton Bantz and 
Herr von Bautz: in 1879, Peter Miller. 
Frank R. Schmitt, ¢. Meyers, N. Habn, 
sr; A. Sternfast, John Sternfaat, J, 
Hatamel. Peter Ludwig. A. Revis, J. 
MeEnroe, Sr. 

M. Linden came from Germany, 
Qetober 12, 1867. to New York, from 
there to Tinesville, Wisconsin, thence 
ta Chieago, from there to Vollo, Wis- 
vonsin, and in 187% to Nortou county. 

J, J. Reichert came here in 1887 from 
Mercer county, Ohio. Ide waa post- 
Waster at) Almelo from 1840 ta 1892. 
He moved tu Dresden in Deeatur 
county in 1892. and ig in the mercantile 
business there at this time 

Father Reichert celebrated mass in 
Norton in the old court louse in i879: 
these were the first Catbolic services 
held in Norton. Father Rich rt con. 
tinued to hold services bere at regular 
intervats until bis death. 

The chnureh bought We vld school 
Imilding in 1689 and moved it to its 
present Jucation and fittel it up for a 
chiweh. Father Fitz Patrick was sta- 
tioned here some time {that same year 
i resident priest and remained here 
nutil 890 when he was sncceeded by 
Father Winsel, who remsene lone year. 
Father Burnes, of Jewell City, succeed: 
edohim for a time.  Pather Healey 
Was here fora time in 1803. 0 Father 
Horgan of Colliy. wag enguged for this 
work and has been coming here once a 
lnonth ever since. 

The church here is in a prosperous 
Condition and its membership: is nade 
‘ip fro were than forty fmilies. 

The German Baptist churek, known 
sa48 the Dninkard chureh. was vrgan- 
fealin Muay. US79. TYeere existed in 
Moutuomery county, fowa, a congreya- 
Uonetthis chnrel, named the Maple 
‘srove chureh. fn 1878 it appears that 
‘tnest the entire membership became 





anxious to migrate to some new 
country, so in the fill of this year they 
dispatebed a committee of four of their 
congregation to dvive over Nebraska 
aud Kangas to look up a location on 
goveromenr jands on which to locute 
the Maple Grove church «a3 a_ colony. 
This delegation consisted of Elder N. 
C. Workman, George Workman, Levi 
Shaffer, and C. C. Plowman. After 
spending some time in both Nebra-ka 
and Kansas, they decided ou Norton 
conuty. on the high divide between the 
Sappa and the Prairie Dog, thirteen 
Miles northwest fruin Nurtou. 
ingly each member of this cemuittee, 
by the conrtesy uf J. R. Hamilton, pot 
papers on a sjnarter section of land. 
AS soon as the couuunittee reported tie 
location many meuibers of this churek. 
and also members of other congrega- 
tions. hastened to the site and secured 
laud. In the spring of 1979 immigra- 
tion of these people to this vlace was 
Strong. and on May 25, 187%, the mein 
bership was called together to effect an 
oreanization. 

Prom letters of membership it was 
ascertained that a full set of churen 
ollivers were already here, healed by 
N,C. Workwan, elder. (ur bieheq: us- 
sisted by M. Lichty. also an authorized 
winister, and several dencons aud help- 
ers. In honor of the leaders of thir 
move, this organizvion was named the 
Maple Grove church of Nerten connty, 
Kansas, 

Zeal and ambition prevailed froin the 
beginnings. and by October. 1879, a ood 
sud building was erected us a place of 
worship. Inuanigration continued and 
neighbors were cuiverted, sa that in 
the course of three years this conyrega- 
tion consisted of abont one bunodreil 
members. In the meantiaea Ehter N. 
GC. Workiwen moved from here to Mis: 
souri, leaving the charze to his furmer 
assistant. Mi, Lichty. 

Qn uecount ot rigid church poveru- 
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meut authorized by the national con- 
ference, there was a division instituted 
in 1863: on account of which a question 
was raised, -Which fuctitan of the 
chareh will we recognize” About one- 
half of the membership preferred to 
labor with the conservative branch, 
who fiuvored the enforcement of the de- 
cisions of couference, while the others 
prefered to be governed ouly by the 
Bible. On the strength of this differ- 
ence the couservatives withdrew their 
fellowship froin the prozressive pariy, 
and since Auzust, 23. S83. there has 
been two congregations of the Dunkard 
church. 

On may 1884. the provressive 
party met and reorgamzed under the 
name of Maple Grove Brethren church, 
Elder J. Arrsberger baving moved here 
was Chosen as pastor, in which eapacity 
he labored to the time of his demise 
and under whose supervisios a neat 
frame house of worship was erecte:l. 
Elder C, Forney served chureh as pas- 
tor and elder for a number of years and 
iater Elder D. M Rittenhouse haa filled 
that position. 

Since the division the conservatives 
or German Bapiist branch has beea 
under the care of Elders Paul Porter, 1, 
Studebaker, Whitmer aud J. BK. Grarher, 
who in company with Rev. GM. 
Throne have supphed the church with 
regular services, [In 1893 this ¢hnreh 
erected a frame structure to hold rheir 
services, which gives minch credit to 
the society. 

The Congregacionalists have two 
organizations, one at linens the other 
at Lenora, they have church baildings 
and resident ministers tt beth places, 

Mr. J. H. Rogera came hers in 1879. 
Shortly afterward he organized the Ad. 
vent church at Orenoyne with FL ML Me- 
Mullen as elder, also at Devizes with ©. 
W. Allen as elder. These orzapizations 
yrew and prospered for a tine tit they 
never pntupa church bailding. The 
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Devizes organization bad 25 members at 
one time hut only has about 15 at pres- 
ent. The Oronoyne church had 40 menn- 
hers while Elder Rogers remained here 
but only has 18 at this rime. 

Elder Rogers removed to Lincoln, 
Nebraska iv 1890. since which time the 
Adveuts have been without a regnliur 
minister, 

The Winebrennerians, or Church of 
God, was organized at Dallas in the 
early 80's by Elder Forncrook, who 
went to Tlinois in 1800, since which 
time that organization bas been with- 
out aregniar minister. 

The Free Methodist have a strony 
organization in this couatr. Elder 
Howard was one of their pioneer miei- 
vers, he left tere in 1835. He reside- 
iu Oklahoma at this time. Elders Du- 
mon. Miller and Vau Houseu were resi- 
dents of this county at ove time and dir 
valuable work for the church. The 
Free Methodist church is still in a pros 
perous condition. Elder Dodge. of -Al- 
mena, is their principal minister at this 
time. O. P. Smith was also a ininister 
in that chureh. he cawe here fram Uh- 
nois in 188). he left this conaty in Tol. 
going to Missouri. 

Whenthe county couvention met i: 
1875 to nominate county officers al! 
other issues were lost sight of except tr 
county seat. Weston hada clear 
jority or the delegates and organize! 
the convention. The delegates favorily 
Norton, fourteen in number, withdre 
and hela a separate convention. The 
Weston men nominated the follewins 
ticket: Représentative. SL. Green: 
vounty treasurer, M. A. Morrizon; clerk 
M J. Fitz Patrick. sheriff Lewis Logan. 
register of deeds E. R. Worthingter 
surveyor A. Hendricks, superintenten! 
vf public instruction J. W. Langford. 
connty cominissinner ist distriet Jerome 
Shepard. 2nd districr GN. Kingsbury. 
third district A. S. Burroughs. 

The fourteen Norton delegates met 
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ton tha vrass near where Charley 
tiesan's livery Darn now stands and 
minuted the following ticket: Repre- 
sentative J. El. Simmons, treasurer C. 
uecker. elerk Dey Suith. sheriff C. W. 
joeeun, register of deeds Robert Huteh- 
sou, superintendent pablic instruction 
br. Newton, surveyor D, W. Mills, cor- 
wer Henry Oliver, commissioner first 
letriet E, Sheldon, second district Jobn 
Sieber, third district E, 8. Pnrviance. 
Atthe election Dr. Greene receiver 
166 vates and J. H, Simmons 82. Mor- 
rison received ¥5 votes for treasurer and 
fever 82. Fitz Patrick for clerk re- 
sived #2 votes. Dey Sinfth 84, Lewis 
Logan reveived for sheriff $3 votes and 
i" W. Posson @&t Posson was the only 
Norton min elected except J. R. Haniil- 
ton for county attorney and he was the 
vomninee of both conventions but never 
qeelified although elected by a nnani- 
isons vote. Dr. Newton was fhe nomi- 
s-enf the Norton ticket for superinten- 
lent and on the Weston ticket for 
oruner. He was elected to the latter 
Mice. The balance of the Wesion ticket 
wag elected by asmall majurity. On 
dtyqnary 3, 1876 A. Hendricks qnalitied 
*- county surveyor and immediately 
t-ivned, and the board appointed J. G@. 
Porwr to fill the vacaney. On October 
-. IN76 the office of register of deeds 
was dveelnred vacant® on account of 
eenee from county ef E.R, Worth- 
<tonund Geerge W. Hood was ap- 
{oe (tteak, 
the fourth of July 1876, waa celebra- 
‘e{in Norton in royal style. A bowery 
Sel beewereeted on the north side of 
‘e «ld conrt bonse. J. H. Simmons 
tel as president of the day and Father 
‘ance read the Declaration of Indepen- 
‘roe withant specracles, which was 
“-blered remarkable or account vf his 
President Grant had is- 
“4 proclamation calling on every- 
* to sing “Old Hundred.” at 12 
mk, noon. At the appointed hour 
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the glee club assisted by the entire anii- 
ence sang. The glee club was Miox 
Belle Blandmg, Ma. and Mrs. Siiamous, 
Mr. and Mrs. Marsh. Albert Curry, Mr, 
and Mrs. P. Bruner. Mra. W. E. Case, 
J.C. Newell and T. LE. Mathews. 

As that was centennial year they sang 
“One Hundred Years Ago.” and “‘One 
Hnodred Years to Come.” which was 
repented on demand of Don Carlos aud 
others. 

Hon. W. C. Don Carlos delivered the 
oration, which was one of the finest ever 
delivered in Norton. Mr. Don Carlos 
was accom auied by his wife. Ther 
hal come overland from Kirwin where 
they resided at that time and spent 
several days making acquaintances 
which is well retwembered by oany of 
our citizens. In writing of that event 
Mr. Don Curlos says: 

PimiLuiesBukKG, Kan., June 17, 3874. 
Hon, F. M. Lockard. Norton, Kan. 

Dear Stn:—Replying to yours of yes- 
terday, in which you inquire of me, 
“Did you make the 4th of Jnty oration 
at Norton in 18767* will say that I at- 
tempted tu de so. 

While sone of your people ioay have 
forgotten the year. yet it is very dis- 
tiuerly remembered by myself, asic was 
certainly one of the most enjerable 
celebrations | have ever atlendenl any: 
where. Those were the early days in 
our history, We wereall on anequality, 
ali new comers nue the country. Very 
few of your citizens hud at time iade 
final proof on their preemption or 
homestead, and none on their timber 
cultureeluints. Most people then lived 
in dug outsend in qoite a primijive 
style. My recellection uf the vveasion 
your letter refers to, are Wat at the 
time it was amatter of temark what al- 
inost the entire population of Norton 
county was there in attendance, and on 
jheir best behavior. Every one you 
would see geenied tu be enjuying him 
self or herself tu the extent of her caysts- 
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ity. There was not a disagreeable event 
happened during the day. The dinner, 
which was free, und pliced on the loug 
tables in such quantities us to tux their 
strength severely, and in reach of every 
one, while barrels of lemonade with 
huge chuncks of ice in them, were placed 
in conveient stations on the grounds, 
aud everything passed off in the happiest 
and enjoyable manner. JI have always 
remembere] that occasion with pleasure. 
Ii had the time I would like to write 
you of the different persons who took 
the leadiug interest in prepacing for the 
celebration and conducting its c+remo- 
i's, Bo far as there was any formality 
in them, and who mace it their duty to 
leave nothing undone that they anighs 
consider conducive to the pleasure and 
complete enjoyment of every one on the 
grounds, Mr. Bill Roxers, as wealways 
familiarly called him. and his good wife 
kept the only first class hotel in your 
city at that time, and these two worthy 
people perhaps did mOre than any like 
number, of the actual work in attend- 
ing tothe wants of the people and ren- 
dering their visit pleasant: continuing 
their duties until the wee sma hours 
of the night. 

My wife and I stopped at their hotel 
and I remember quite an amusing inei- 
dent that took place at the west door of 
the house about 3 o'clock in (he morning 
of the Sth. Some stock man on his cay- 
usé came tothe door after all had re- 
tired. and rapped sharply on the door 
with the butt end of his quirt, at the 
same time hallvoing. Uncle Bill 
swered fruit the front rvetn, diging room, 
sitting room, ete., “What dv you want?’ 
The stock man replied: ‘I want to stay 
hereallnighr." ‘Well says Uncle Bill, 
‘why in hell don’t you stay?’ Lat, says 
the stockman, ‘I want to xetseme plice 
tasleep und put my cayuse.” “All rigiit,” 
says Rovers; “just rope him out there 
north of the house auywhere, it all be- 
longs to me for 17 miles out in that 
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direction and lay down on the grass.’ 
anil with this answer he again went to 
slecp and we kuew nothing more of the 
Stockman. 

I wish 1 had time this afternoon te 
write you more fully of this day's fun, 
which in fuct it was to everyboly. tmt 
as you desired an answer by return mail 
Isend you this nurried statement. 

Yours Truly, 
W. C. Dow Carins. 

Leota also had a large celebration 
that day. Thev erected a bowery in the 
center of the public square, which wa- 
trended by-a-large crowd: luauy col- 
ing 50 miles. The celebration wound up 
with « dance at night. Ingalls’ fainens 
striug band furnished the music. 

The county convention met in Nor- 
ton August 6, 1876, to nominate county 
oflicers and elect delegates to the con- 
Sressional convention that met ip 
Abileue. Both factions claimed the 
Iujority of the delegates. Every del-- 
Bate had beeu seen and canvassed by 
buth sides Lefore the convéntion wet. 
There was a contesting delegation from 
Alena township and both factions 
were anxious 10 get the temporary 
organization. as the result of the canrest 
from Almena would change the resus 
of the convention. 

Lewis Logan called the convention to 
order. A motion was made to wake 
Dr. Green chairman, Logan declared 
him elected although the storin of yezs 
and ways were so near equil that no one 
could have been certain whieh had it. 
The Norton fellows at once congregated 
in the north-east corner of the room and 
elected Henry Oliver chairman; so two 
conventions were held at the same time. 
The Leota fellows elected Dr, Green at 
the head of the congressional delegation 
and instructed them for General Guth- 
rie tor Cungress. The Nortun couver- 
tion elected John Landis who went te 
the convention and was seated. He 
supported Col. Phillips, who was nomi: 
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nated. The Norton convention nomina- 
ted the following ticket: 

Representative John RK Hamilton, 
clerk of court A, FP. Harmer, probate 
judze Reuben Bisbee Sr.. superintendent 
J, H. Simmous, county attorney Thos. 
Besumont, surveyor D, W. Mills, coro- 
uer J. F. Morris, register of deeds LB. A. 
Van Meter. 

The Leota ticket was nominated the 
saine day as follows: 

Representative S$, L. Green, clerk of 
court A. F, Harmer, probate jndge G. 
C. Post, superintendent J. W. Lang- 
ford. coanty attorney C. C. Vance. snr- 
veyor J, G. Porter, coroner John Story 

srigys. register George Hood, 

The principal fight was on representa- 
tive. but Hamilton won by a vote of 1238 
tu98 for Dr. Green, Harmer was ou 
hoth tickets and received all the votes. 
G. C. Post was elected probate Judge by 
a vote of 157 to 76. Mr. Pust en- 
joyed the distinction of being the only 
man elected who was nominated by the 
Leut convention. J. H. Simmons re- 
ceived 185 votes, J. W. Langford. 84. 
Beaumont 112. Vance 104. Mills for 
-yrvevor recaived 115, Porter $1. 

A great deal of sport was haul atwon;s 
the Leys about coroner. Lriggs did not 
want the offica und declared he would 
nat qualify if elected and worked open- 
Iy all day at the polls for his opponent, 
Tne vote stood Morris 105, Briggs 102. 
Por resister of deeds Baker VanMeter 
received 11, Hood 64. 

The assessed valuation of 
county for 1876 was $44,081.44. 
amount of tux collected $242.-H. 

Grasshoppers catge about Angust 7, 
lai®and destroyed most of the crops, 
About one-third of a crop was harvested, 

The year 1877 opened in Norton conn- 
ty with bright prospects for the setrlers. 
Hamilton hid secured the canveletion 
of the relief bonds which left the coun- 
ty withont any bonds and but little 
Hoating deLt. The fonrth of July was 
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celebrated in Nortou. John R. Haniil- 
ton wis president of the day, W. E. 
Case read the Declaration of Indepen- 
dence urd Hon, Charles Aldrich of 
Sinith county delivered the oration. 

Mr. and Mrs, Benjamin of Login were 
guests of Norton on that occasion and 
assisted in utaking tue celebration one 
long to be reineinbered. 

The best crop that had ever been 
raiseil up to that thae was produced in 
1877. There was udry spell in June and 
July but a good crop of wheat, and a 
fair crop of corn were raised. The us- 
sossed valuation for that vear was #40,- 
621,02, amount of tax collected $104.92. 

On October], 1877 the CeiumissiGners 
on a petition sigued ly Jack Conarry 
and 25 other citizens of Ceuter town- 
ship, organized the township of Cactne, 
which practically included the present 
town-hip of Grant and Lincoln. 

On April Ya petition asking for the 
organization of Cacins township signed 
by Wim, Grant and thirteen others had 
een prezented to the hoard and rejeered 
for the reason that it eubraced territory 
in separate congressional rownships. 

The county convention for 1877 inet 
in Norton, October 20. At this time 
and for several weeks previens the 
conuty seat matters had been agitated. 
Petitions aml remonstrances had been 
in cireuiztion 80 that the result of the 
conuty convention was cousidered ly 
both sides tu be a rest of Strength on 
that important question. 

The township caucuses had been held 
one week before and both sides were 
ont in full force, aud every delegate had 
exoressed himself publicly on the counts: 
ret fight before his election, and sowe 
of them had even pledged their suppert 
ty both sides. Soe when the connty con- 
vention was Called to order both sides 
were sanguine of success. The Leots 
delezates at cnee elected Dr. Green for 
ebairman. As e0un as the Norton 
dleleyates found themselves in a minori- 
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ty they proceeded to elect Jolin Landis 
chairman, and both sides proveeded to 
hold conventions at the same time. The 
people had by this time become very 
weary of the connty seat fight, so le- 
fore any nowinations were made Dick 
Hillmon arose and publicly declared his 
intentions of leaving ths Leota parry, 
He was followed by several Leota dele- 
gates. Uncle Dick called ou all loyal 
people to meet in mass convention on 
the following Saturday to nominate a 
ticket independent of the county seat 
question. The Norion crowd applauded 
Unele Dick. and called him honest Diels 
Hillmon, a sobriqnet that be retains to 
this day. John Bieborand several Nor- 
ton delegates left the room with Unele 
Dick, but shortly afterward the Norton 
Gelegates adjourned withont nuiking 
any nominations. While this motion 
was pendmg Dr, Green wid Newt Cope 
made advances to several Norton dele- 
gates to keep: them in the convention, 
The Leota men had a clear fair ma- 
jority of the convention and were not 
willing to let the oppurtunity pass to 
nominate a ticket. It was very jinma- 
, teria] to them whom ther nominated as 
they wanted the Leota trcket to go be- 
fore the peuple as the regular nominees. 
Nat L. Baker, who wis a Norton inan 
at that tine was running the Norton 
County Bee in Norton. Among other 
things in his paper of that week he said: 
“When the vote was taken to decide 
whetber a mass convention of the 
farmers should be called at this city 
next Saturday, I. N. Cope, of L-ota, 
Tan up te John Landis and offered to 
support him for any Office in the gift pr 
the people if he wonld valy vote against 
it. Dr. Green alse did the same thingy, 
That shows whether they want the peo- 
ble to have a fair shaw or not. Imagine 
Dr. Green approaching Tuhn Landis se 
offering the true hand of fllow ship 
There's sentiment that wonld make the 
corpse ot Washington roll over in its 


tomb" 

The Leota men remained in the conrt 
house and nominated the following 
ticket: County treasurer, Robert W. 
Ellis: sherilf, Jack Conarty: county 
clerk, M. J. FitzPatrick; register o- 
deeds, Baker Van Meter; county sur- 
veyor, J. G. Porter: coroner. J, FE, 
Morris: counmissioner first district, p, 
F. Hudsonpillar; commissioner second 
district, G. N. Kingsbury: commission- 
er third district, A, S. Burroughs, 

The Norton delegates met the same 
afternoon at John R. Hamilton's office 
and organized a conveniion electiny 
Dick Hillmun as chaimuan, awl roni- 
nated the following ticket: County 
trensurer, William Hepier: sheriff. ¢ 
W. Possou: county clerk, Joet H. Sim 
mons;surveyor. D. W. Mills; commiis- 
sioner second district. Wim. Grant: can- 
missioner third district, Jobn Lanilis. 
The mass convention on the fol!owin: 
Saturday endorsed all these numination-~ 
and nominated Nat L. Baker for regis- 


ter of deeds and J. E. Morris for 
coroner. 
At the general election Ellis was 


elected treasnrer by a vote of 139 tu 12> 
for Hepler: for sheriff, Jack Conarty re- 
ceived 132, Charles Possen, 130: for 
county clerk. FitzPatrick received 146. 
Simmons, 125: Nat Baker was eleeted 
register of deeds by a vote of 192 tu 77 
for Baker Van Meter: Mijl* for survey or 
received 136. Porter, 15: J. E. Morris 
for coroner aad R, F. Hudsonpillar for 
commissioner were elected wirkout op 
position; in the second district Wu. 
Grant recelved 139. Kingsbury, 135: in 
the third district Burrouzhs was electet 
by 143 10 John Landis, 115. 

Oue of the principal social events 
1S) 7 was the Christrnaa dance civen hy 
Mr. atl Mrs. Elmer Morris, Neariy 
the whole town attended. 

The year !878 opened with bright 
prospects for Nortun evunty. On April 
of that year u petition signed by 
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Jf citizens of the county was present- 
ol to the:commissioners asking them to 
aweept the court house anil yublic 
square thereby settle the county seat 
question. On motion of Wm. Grant 
the deed was aceepted. At the same 
weeting a petition signed by M. W. 
Pettigrew and 211 others asking the 
vomiumissioners to call a county seat 
election was presented. This petition 
wns laid over until May 8, when Petti- 
xrew presented another petition signed 
Ly 42 vitizens of the town of Norton 
waking the game reqnest and asked 
that it be attached to the original peti- 
tion, Grant moved that this request Le 
refused whicit carried, Burroughs voting 
in the negative. Burroughs then moved 
that motion to accept the court honse be 
reconsidered, which motion carried, 
Grant voting in the negative. But the 
deed was already delivered and record- 
ed so no further action was ever taken 
in the matter. 

The board was in session several days 
hearing the remonstrances against an 
election and strikug the names of wo- 
wen and non-residents from the peti- 
tiog. Both sides were represented be- 
fore the board by attorneys. Vance 
and Boyd appeared for Leota and Beau- 
1uont, Hawmilron and Pratt for Norton, 
As soon as the Leota men discovered 
they had nat enough legal names on 
the petition to callan election they ad- 
Jourued without taking action upon it, 
‘At several guecessive -neetings Bur- 
reughs and Hudsoapiliar failed to show 
np thereby breaking a quorum. At the 
regular July meeting they refnsed 
tu take the matter up so there the mat- 
ter droppedaud the records show that 
that poetition is stili befure the board as 
aufinished business. 

The tth of July of 1878 was celebrated 
in Noxton, Lonis K, Pratt delivered 
he oration and John C. Newell read the 
Decliration of Independiince. Leota 
“ive a large ballat night. Ingalls fa- 








mous string bani furnished the music. 

On October 10, of that year, a peti- 
tion signed by O. RB. Blanding and 
fourteen others.a:king for the formation 
of a new township tu be called Aldine 
Wa3 presented to the buard and allowed, 
This township was composed of tte 
sane territory as Aldine and Harrison 
at this time. 

The splendid crops raised on the 
north prairie in 1877 attracted all new 
settlers to that part of the county as 
soon as the creek claims had been tak- 
6n. The first settler in Aldine town- 
ship was Abner J. Case. He setiled on 
Dry creek in 1872 but left in Jsv4. J. 
H. Phillips cume in i878 and settled un 
Dry creek. [Te sold out and left the 
country in (880, 

D. R. Blanding came in 1874. Newt 
Anderson cuine from Mahaska county, 
Jowa, in the spring of INt7 and took a 
homesiend in Aldine. Ie wasa_ black- 
smith by trade. In 1832 he opesed ap 
ashopin Norto: whieh he run until 
Ise when he sold ont and woved to 
Arkansas where he died in 18%. His 
family residesin Ark:nsus at this tine. 
Nat King came to Aldine from Pacitie 
Junction, Iowa, in the spring of iii. 
He remained here unlil 1882 when he 
moved back toTowa. Mr. R. Allen and 
hisson Merritt, came toAldinein 1876. 
Mr. Allen died in 187s. His widow 
hyesin Furnas county. Nebraska, at 
this time. Merritt, or Dee Allen. as Le 
is familiarly known, warried. a dauzh- 
ter of Reuben Rowley avd still lives in 
Aldine township. 

Jobu A. Blauvelt end bis father-in- 
law, Mr. O'Brien caine to Aldine in 1577. 
Blauvelt was elected county surveyor 
in lo1% and served one term. He muved 
to Nebraska in the fall of YS3E. 

Wilson Adams and It. S. Sargent 
eettled in Aldine in N78. Mr. Sargent 
is an uld soldier having serve inthe lth 
Jowa infantry. He was republican nomi- 
nee for county commissioner in od, 
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was deferted by J, H. Ireland. He re- 
sides ou the sume farm he settled on in 


1878. Hewasin the bates of Fart 
Donaldson, Shiloh and Trpelo. Was 
taken prisoner at Sbiloh but wai ex- 


chanzed at the end of three months. 

Mr. and Mrs. Sargent liave two chil I 
ren, John aml Jane: Jobn lives at home 
with his parents; Jane married Ben 
Wyatt and lived for several years in 
Norton, her husband operated a buteher 
shop and general store here for some 
years. They removed to Nebraska in 
1860 where they now reside. 

Jus¢ph Lockwootl and family Came 
in 1878 Peter Shons carne in 1874. He 
moved to Arkansas in 1899. Mr. Van- 
len came iu 1578 int only stayed a short 
time. Charles Nostrom ciume in 185). 
He left in 1889 and moved to Nebraskz. 
John Lofgren settled in Aldune in 1879. 

Luther C. Havelin came to Aldine in 
June i879. He vemained on his farm 
untt] 1887 when ha removed ty Norionu 
where lie has resided ever since. He 
was engineer for the city waterworks fcr 
over four years. He ir now engaged inthe 
pumpand wind-mill busitess. He val- 
tuteered in July 1861 in Company Coxet 
the 7 Jowa infantry, served until August 
1861 and was discharzedun account of 
Wisabilities. In 1463 he volunteered in 
10 Iowa infantry and eerved until the 
close of the war. 

He was allthronzhthe Atlanta cam- 
paign an marched with Sherman to the 
sei). 

He was inarried? Jannary 25, 182 to 
Mary A. eldest danghrer of Beverly W. 
Sheley. Three children hav2 been 
born to them. two sousand a daughter, 
The twosons Willian and Walter Pack, 
live here. The daughter, Mind. died 
May 16, 184 and is buried in the Shei y 
CRMETHTY. 

In polities Havelin nas always Jeena 
deninerat. 

(iranville. Meses and dimes Sheley 
cane from Powshiek county, Towa. v1] 





settld jn Aldine township in Septen- 
ber, 1878. In April. 1879, Beverly W. 
Sheley and wife, their parents, and 
their other three sous. Lisbon, Charles 
aud Arthur came to this county and 
settled in Aldine township. 2B. W. 
Sheley’s son-in-law. James Waile. came 
at the same time. Grandma Sbelev 
died in December, 1882, after her death 
Mr.Sheley spent most of his rime wih 
his danghter. Mrs. Wade. He died in 
April. 1893, they.are both buried in the 
Sheley ceinetery. 

Mr. Sheley’s eldest son died in the 
war, His second son. Granville, wher 
19 yeurs of age volunteered in the luth 
fowa infantry and served over three 
yeurs, enlisting in 1861 aud was muster- 
ed cut in 1861. His first vote was cist 


while in the serviee for Abzahain 
Lincoln. He coutinued to vote with the 
republican party mntil (uv when he 


helped to organize the AlHance, whica 
has since become the popnlist party. 
Mr. Sheley is a vigorous and foreiLle 
speaker :tnd campaigned the entire co: - 
gressioual disitict for his party in Jef 
and 1892. In 1891 hawas the rominee «f 
his party for cOunty treasurer. but wrs 
defeated at the polls. He sold bis farm 
in J8¢0 and moved to Norton and hie 
been engaved in the implement business 
since that time. 

Lisbou Sheley hus always been a re 
publicac. He was nominated for sher- 
it in i831 bur was defeated by Is: a 
Keener. Mr. Sheley bat four children 
three dnughters and une son His 
daughters are all teachers in our public 
schools. Hisson Grover happened ic 
be born in 18@t when Grover Cleve- 
Innd’s sun was in the ascen@eiey and 
the boy was given the nameof Grey ron 
jest at first but it has stuck to him un il 
now. 

Mrr. Sheley died May 1, t842 and is 
buried in the Sheley cemetery. Mr. 
Sheley has always been active in politics 
nnd has representel the republicans of 
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Norton connty in several state and dis- 
trict conventions. James Sheley stay- 
ed here a few yearswher he sold out 
and returned to Pawshiek county, Iowa, 
where he resides at this time. 

Moses G. Sheley. bas held several 
tuwuship offices and takes an active 
parton all questions pertaining to ima- 
terial and political interests of the peo. 
ple. Heig considered a populist but 
votes independent of party. 

Charles and Arthur Sheley are reli- 
alle farmers and take but little inter- 
ext im polities. Charley has been a suc- 
cevsful breeder of fine hogs. 

James Wade lived for some years on 
hia farm in Aldine but lives in Almepa 
at this time. 

treorge R, Betterton came to Nortou 
cunnty from Nebraska in 1883 and set- 
tled in Aldine township. He as born 





G. R. Betterton. 


a Clinton county, Ghio, February 6, 
Md. [fe was raised on a farm and at- 
emled district sehool: moved with his 
afents to Wiinoisin 1250. and in 186t he 
farted co Lombard oniversity at Gales- 
“rg, [linois, intending to educate him- 
“lf for a profession, but had only been 





there a few weeks when he volunteered 
in company D. Tth Ulinois cavalry and 
served gntil November 25, 1865. He 
was inthe battles of Corinth, Nash 
ville, Moscow, Coffeaville and several 
smaller engagements. His regiment 
was in the famous Grierson raid from 
LaGrange, Tennessee, to Baton kouze, 
Lousiana, and was in active service all 
the time, being on scouting expeditions 
most of the time. After he returned 
home he went to farming in Knox 
connty, Hingis. He was married Jnly 
25, 1867, to Rebecca A. Morris; five 
children have been born to them, four 
of them still living, three boys and one 
girl, who married W. H. Allen and 
lives in Aldine township: his three sous 
are at home. He has taken nun iactive 
partin politics us a republican all his 
lite. He was justice of the peace of 
Aldine township for tive years, Iu 1803 
he was the republican nominee for 
sheriff and was elected, defeating Wii. 
Burnham, populist. 

Luther M. Miller came to Aldine 
from Iowain 1878. He left in 1868. 
He now lives in Saattle. Washington. 

Neary E, Knapp came to Aldine 
township from Phillips county, He was 
born October 29, 1535, at Newfane, 
Window county, Vermont, While a 
child his parents moved to Stratton, 
Vermont, where be lived for many 
years. On March 1, 2855, he was miur- 
ried to Eleaner F. Wall. On September 
20, 1862, he volunteered in company I. 
With Vermont volunteers and served 
until Augnat, 1863. After the battle of 
Gettysburg he was discharged. He 
served under his brother, Captain 
Lyinan FE. Knapp, who has since dis- 
tinguished bimself usa judge and stutes- 
nan and was governor of Alaska under 
the administration of President Harri- 
s0n, 

Mr, Knapp hal seren children by his 
firs inarriage, but three of them lived 
to manhood. Mr. Knapp remained in 





Vermont uatil 875. and after brief 
stops authe wry settled in Phillips 
county in the spring of 1877, where he 
remained until fall when he came here. 
Mr. Knupp remained on his farm in 
Aldine township until 1880, when his 
elNest son. Elliott. died; on October 7 of 
the same year his wife died, they were 
both buried in the Sheley cemetery. Mr, 
Koapps two youngest sons Willie E. 
and Elbert J., live on the old homestead 
in Aldine. On October 20, 1892. at 
Hendley, Nebraska, Mr. Knapp was 
married again to Mrs. Mary Peis, 
since that time he has lived most of tha 
time in Norton, 

The first election in Aldine was held 
atthe residence of J. J. Allen. They 
used a cigar box for a ballot box. The 
township election in 187% was beld at 
the residence of A. A. Knapp. They 
used an asle:grease Lox fora ballot box. 

The first township officers were: 
trustee. L. C. Havlin, justices of the 
peace, L. S. Sheley and R. B. Sargenz, 
canstables M. G, Sheley and G, W. 
Greenwood. 

When the county convention met in 
e!838 John R. Hatuilton was nominated 
fur representative: the principal con- 
test wason county attorney. Thomas 
Beaumont, L. K. Pratt and M. W. 
Pettigrew were the gandidates. Beau- 
mont received the nomination, George 
Post wus nominated for probate jude. 
a, F. Harmer, clerk of court, and J. H. 
Simmons for superintendent. Hugh 
Lindsay was uominated for conmiission- 
er from the first district. 

On Saturday, October 27, a mass con- 
vention was held in Leuta for the pur. 
pose Of nominating another ticket, 
They entirely izmered the previons eon 
vention and proceeded to nominate a 
peoples ticket. The Miss convention 
was called to order by Dr. S, Le Cire ens: 
J. W. Langford was wade chairman, 
They nominated George Hood for repre. 
sentative, M. W. Pettigrew for county 
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atturney: John Wallace, probate jadi: 
A. FP. Harmer, clerk of the court, and 
J, W, Langford for superiatendent: 
k. F. Hudsenpillar was nominated frc 
conunissioner. Lonis K. Pratt an- 
nounced hiniself torindependent cand- 
date for county attorney, buf withdrew 
before the election and supported Pe-tii- 
grew. 

John Hamilton received 260 vote 
Hood 161. Pettigrew 285, Beaumont 195. 
John Wallace 248, George Pust 20). 
A. F. Ranmon 820 and Simmons 415, 

Langford withdrew before the elect- 
inn. For covimissioner Hugh Tams 
received 78 votes, R. PF. Hudsonpillar 
44. The friends of Beaumont charged 
that Pettigrew bad been unfair in ts: 
Cumpaign. He, Pettigrew, baviss 
printed tickets with his name ou head- 
ec by John Uamilton. His uame wa-~ 
printed on the other tickets in the regu- 
lar way. A gool many thonght that i 
was this sharp practice that secure 
Linn so many votes. 

A great many important events ov- 
cured during the fall of 1878. On 
tember 2nd Jolm Landis was murdered. 
and on October dth the celebrise! 
Indian seare occutred. The people vf 
the Solomon nearly all left, a great 
many going as far east as Beloit. mort 
of the settlerg from the Sappa cite to 
Norton while nearly all the settlers ou 
the Prairie Dog came to Norton aud 
sume of them went on éast. On Sey 
taumber Sth tke repnblican county cou 
vention occurred, but the people hat 
their minds on the ludiaus and but feos 
of Vhein paid any attention to pulitiv-. 

There were some skepties here at i 
tine who pretended to disteheve 
there was any danger from Indians, bae 
on the evening ot the Jth Unele debe 
Wallace camo in just after dark «ith 
the stery that the prairie just west 
town was covered with them. Mr. 
Wallace being a reputable citizen aml 
having with his own eyes seen thet! 
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vonvineed everybody that sure enough 
ludiaus wer@ upon us. The women and 
children were all hustled into W. B. 
litugers’ stove house until] it was tilled 
io “a finish,” but itafterward developed 
that what Mr. Wallace had relly seen 
Were Weeds on the prairie: vo Indiaus 
came into this county as far as known, 
though the Cheyennes had passed west 
of us thronzi Decatur county. 

The story of rapine and murders 
committed by them is too loug for this 
work. It did not affect the citizens of 
this County except in tbe case of Mr. 
Abernethy, who bad at one tine been a 
resident of this county and was luur- 
dered at that 1ime on the Sappa. 

The county was prosperous and spien- 
did crops were raised that year. 

The Norton County Advance was 
established June, 1878, M. W. Petti- 
xrew, editor: G, W Collins, publisher. 

The Agricultural Assuciation was 
forined July 6, 1878. The officers were: 
Albert Graves, president: R. F. Hud- 
sonpillur, viee president; George HT. 
Crriftin, treasurer; M. J. FitzPatrick, 
xecretury; directors. Giles Warner, W. 
(Grant, Richard Williams, A. Ss. Bur- 
tuoghs, Hugh Lindsay, O. T. Ellis and 
J.E. Page. 

On January 15, Nat L. Baker resigu- 
el the office of register of deeds. Bur- 
reughs then moved that Syl. L. Bishop 
be appointed to till out the balance of 
the term but the motion was lost. 
(rrant then moved that Lonis K. Pratt 
be appointed which motion prevailed. 

On April 8, 18s9a petition signed by 
153 residents of Center township asked 
the board te grant 9 licensa to John 
Hughs to run adrau shop in Norton. 
n motion of Burroughs the license was 
stanted and on motion of Linsay the 
liceuse fee was fixed at one hundred 
dollars per annam. 

On July 7, a petition by Noah Weav- 
er and 97 others asked that Westoa 
township be named Leota. Qn motion 


the change was made. At the same 
time a pelition signed by Jve Butler 
and 49 others asking that the west halt 
uf Leota township ve made a separute 
voting precinct Called Claytou, was 
granted by the board. 

At the same meeting of the board a 
petition signed by If. Mibergen and 3) 
others asked that ths west half of Sol- 
omon township be set off as a separate 
tornship to be called Twin Mound 
township wilh two voting precincts to 
be called Lenora an] Alinelo precincts 
respectively. On motion the prayer of 
the petition was granted. At the same 
lneeting of tue board a petition sigued 
by P. H. Conarty and 09 others asking 
for the organization of Grunt towaship 
was formerly acted upou by the board 

On October 6, on petition of 48 resi- 
dents, Roek Branch township was or- 
ganizel which comprises the territory; 
of Crystal and Rock Branch as now or- 
Bainized Oa Ostobar 7, West Union 
township was organized on a petition 
signed by S56 elvctors of Soluinou town- 
ship, 

On October 7. the board organized 
Mapie Grove towuship on a petition 
signed by George K. Auderson and 14 
others. This townsbip embraced the 
territory which now comprises Garfield, 
Rockwell and part of Rock Brauch aud 
Crystal townships, and the placa desig 
nated for bolding the first election was 
Uriah Miller's house. 

Among the early settlers in Grant 
township are Judsou C. Wilson, who 
eae in (87x, and Fredrick Roeder and 
his three sons, they settled in 1879. 

David Hays came in 187% from Lowa. 
He was horn in Green county, Ken- 
tneky, June 22, 1815. He volnnteered 
iu the4Qth Iowa infantry and served 
three years. 

Jiumes R. Thompson edaue from Indi- 
ana aud settled in Grant towasbip in 
i8so. He is an old soldier and lost his 
ley in the service. He was the repub- 
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lican nominee for connty clerk in 1895, 
but was defeated at the polls by Dwight 
Grant. 

John J. Gibson came in 1881 from 
Iowa. Ele was postmaster at FairHaven 
for several years, 

Andrew Jackson Baker cumeto Grant 
township from Villisea, fowa. in 1874. 
He bas been prominentin politics since 
1880. 

John Laughlin and his tw sons, John 
U., and James H.. and his son-in-law, 
James N. Underwood, came from Town 
and settled in Grant township in 1878. 
They all reside here yet. dlr. Under- 
wood hax been trustee of Linceln town- 
ship for ten terms and bas for several 
years been a member of the republican 
county central commitiee. 

David L. Boles was born Marsh 20, 
1843, in Monroe county, Iudiaua, cume 
to Towa in April 1861 with his parents: 
formed the acqnuaintunce of a Miss 
Newel! and was married to her in 1862. 
He learned the black-smith’s trade in 
his father’s shop while he lived at ome 
but always farmed nutil he moved to 
Norton county, Kansas. in 1879. Dur- 
ing the hard times here be turned his 
hand to ns trade an bus worked = at it 
ever since, Ie purchased one hundred 
and sixty neres of Norton county land, 
Mike Lichty being theragent to which 
he paid $150 for. The improvements 
were a Gngort with a beard roof and 
four acres of breaking. 

In 1880 he helped to Organize a school 
district and Lnild a2 sod ¢cheol house, 
called the Troy school house. in district 
61, bui fur some reason unknown to the 
writer they did not get the name estab- 
lished, and in after years when they re. 
placed the sod houce with a frame, it 


was called the Boles school house. and 
bears the honor of Is name tudey, 
Ye had held a number of secliool and 


township offices. was one Of fhe elev. 
enth census enumerators in his district, 
doing the work of two tewnships, 
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Garfield and Rockwell. He has alway. 
Leen a republican; has heen a delegate 
to the connty conveution several times 
andonee to the congressional conven- 
tion. He received the nomination by 
acelamation for county commissioner of 
the first district but was defeated by 
Mr. lreland, the populist candidate. 

He has been a Master M uson for sev 
eral years, isa member of tha Norton 
lolge No. 190 at the present time. 

Mrs. Boles was born April 2t, 1846. in 
Mahaska county, lownu. Her father is 
living at the present tine in the city of 
Oscaloosa, at the age of 83° years. dhe 
received a coininon school education 
aud was warried in the seventeenth 
year OF her life. She has always lived 
in the capacity of a farmer’s wife. She 
and her husband nnited with the M. FP. 
church and were baptized by H. P. 
Maun in 188s, They have four child- 
ren, three sous and one daughter. Wil 
lis, Osear, Johu and Fanoie, all liviny 
in Garfield township. They still have 
faith ju Kansas, and,taking all thiugs 
together they are to be considereda 
hitnpy farutly. 

Phmeas &. Howell was born Feb- 
ruary 9, 1826in Wayne county, fndiana, 
He was raised ona farm and received 
a cmumon district school edneation. and 
miarried Miss Ellen Baruett August 1 
1819. They have had eleven children 
born to them. Three are dead aul 
eight are living. Fula married S. *¥. 
Tietsort and Jives in Fillmore. Califor- 
nia. E. S, Howell murried Mahala 
Richty: she thought more of another 
min, left Mr. Howell and be married 
Miss Ania Glanddon and they now lire 
in Nebraska Citv, Neb. luez warriel 
©. A. Harmonson. They live in Spring- 
ville. Colorado. D. T. married Mis* 
Laura West. They live on their farm 
in Rock Branch towuship, this county. 
A. H, married Miss Nellie Huff. Thes 
live on their farm in Garfield townshiy, 
tlis cvonty, Etta marriel Weary 





party veered their prairie sails for Nor- 
ton, that night camped upon the top of 
Sugar Bowl] mound, ehot a salute for 
the nation’s natal day. tead the Declara- 
tion ot Independence, listened to an 
oration and several toasts and went to 
sleep by a coffee tire on 2 mound that 
undoubtedly was utilized by the Indian 
for the signal lights of war. 

Ou July 5 the party arrived at Norton 
and underwent a seriesof crossqnestions 
instituted by those masters Of the art, 





J. W. Conway. 


John R. Hamilton and Louis K. Pratt. 

Pratt had just come fn from the har- 
vest field where he earned 0 cents, and 
discovering a miller Among the tourists 
(ue had no encouragement for the two 
lawyers) took the willer down to the 
present Close’s mill site. then owned by 
Elijah Collings. The muller wa» siuitten 
with the site, and contracted for it, 
Texas was at cnee abandoned, Buck to 
Lansing went the miller fir his money, 
bat he never returned here. 











Hatnilton’s investigations Ware 
prompted by the sight of acheckerboard 
in one of the buggies. 

"Got any man that plays checkers?" 

“Yes, a world beater; beat every play. 
er between here and the Mississippi 
river.” 

Peter McCrea and J. W. Conwar 
were matched for a game. Conwavr 
lost three straight games easily. The 
latter has never played checkers since. 
This party of twelve made Norton the 
terminns of their pleasure tour; all of 
them were bent on locating here, and, 
at the same tine, took land, settling in 
the same locility the territory now 
known as Garfield township. 

Nine of them went back to Lansing 
at once, but never returned to their 
land: those who remained were Alber: 
E. Hale, Hemer H. Hale and John W. 
Conway. Later in the fall the latter 
went back to Lansing, going overland 
with Nels Hansberry and wife to Brown 
county, and returned with his brother. 
Dan M. Couway, April 20, issu. 

In searching for land in 187x, the 
Hale brothers and J. W. Conway ran 
across Jim Maggard herding cattle in 
whatis known as Spring Draw. Jim 
was the beau ideal of laziness and con- 
tentment. The editor of THE CHAMPION 
charges Jim with deception for induc: 
ing him to get a farm upon the asser- 
tion that ten days’ work a year will sup- 
port any man in this country. The 
editor anovdertook to verify it by home- 
steading for five years, liberally squan- 
ering the allotted ten days in labor 
each year, Lut a part of each year found 
him away to earn enongh to live on. 

John’s claim was the first land takeu 
in Garfield township—at least in tae 
western portion. Andrew Maxwell of 
Leota township. was the nearest settler. 
When he came back in 1880 the Duuk- 
ard colony haul taken the northern por: 
tion of the township, Aaron and Lewis 
W. Covey had settled west ot him. 
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Kuoch 5. Fackler and D, E. Boles north- 
enst and Hiratn Perky sunth, 

The Hales aud Conway had called on 
Jake Porter tu iocate thera in 1878, but 
he was busy in a fine barvest field of 
wheat; so he sent them to his neighbor, 
Col, Billings, who was found burefoot- 
ed in the mud near a dugout; sulleu and 
unaccOnimodating. They left him for 
A. F. Harmer, near by, who answerel 
the inquiry about vacant laud by say- 
ingbe knew only one vacant quarter 
and that was down on the Solomon, 

The county seat fight was not then 
seltled, thus excusing Ame's fabrica- 
tion. 

Albert E. Hale was married in 158! 
to Ella Stamey, of this couuty; tbey 
have been away from the county for 
yeara and now reside at Beatrice, Ne- 
braska, but still own the old home- 
Btead, 

Homer H. Hale married Laura Fack- 
Jer, his neighbors daughter, aud now 
lives on the old farm taken in 1878; it is 
beautifully improved, and Homer is de- 
servedly successful. 

In 188) there was no vacaut land in 
Gartield township for Dan Conway to 
tike, so he located on a quarter section 
in Rockwell township while coming 
through Kirwin, on the suggestion of 
John Thomas of this county, whom he 
tet in the land oftice. Dan still owns it 
and 160 aeres more, both finely im- 
proved, farming them except eight 
wouths of 1890-91, which he speus in 
Sau Francisco, California. In 181 he 
uioved to Norton going into the inuple- 
ment bnsiness and successfully cun- 
tinues it to the present time 

John W. and Danfel Martin Conway 
were born in Portagevills, Wyoming 
county, New York, the former June 22, 
M51, the Jutter, November $, 1838, 
Dan was born a stone's throw from the 
then highest bridge in the world, it 
crosses the Genessee river as it tumbles 
Over three precipices in half a mile, 


the first. falls 90 feet. the second 60 and 
the third 100. The bridge itself is 2:4 
feet high over the first caturact and is 
described in vol. IV:328 Eneyclopedia 
Britannica. Like the cataracts of tie 
Nile in the ears of the native wherever 
he wanders, John and Dan still bear 
the falls of the Genessee roar in their 
ears. 

They moved with their parents in 153 
to Meadville, Pennsylvania, and in 1865 
to Lansing, Iowa, where both parents 





D. M. Conwiy.. 


live at present enjoying life at ¥4 and 74 
years respectively. 

On February 10, 1883, Dan married 
Sarah E. Collins, whose parents Hve in 
Clayton township. She was born in 
North Carvlina, Jaunary 4, 1805. They 
have had three sons and oue dunner 
born to them, only two diving: Willie. 
born May 11. 1885, and Gladys, July 22, 
1893, 

On August 24. 18S. John was mar- 
tied to Capitola M. Rule: to them wer 
vorn four children, Paul de Cassaynec, 
who died in this city August 9, 1285, 
ths day after moving to town: Earl 
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Neal, born March 23, 1486; Nellie. May 
39, 1887, and Norma, July 10, 1889. In 
May of !890 they separated and were 
divorced that September. 

In 1884 John bought a one-half inter- 
est in the Norton CHaurion of P. IL. 
Loomis, took the management of it 
until fire completely destroyed the 
plant January 2, 1886. Loomis assigned 
his interest in the name of the paper, all 
that remained of it, yet the paper was 
kept running without loss of issue. He 
hag owned and published it ever since 
very succes-fully. 

After serving as deputy recorder over 
three years in Allamakee county. Iowa, 
John was selected among fourteen com- 
petitors to attend the Iawa Agricultural 
college, located at Ames, in which in- 
stitution he retained as a student three 
years. 1870-7)-72. In 1873 he read law 
in Mankato, Minnesota, in the office of 
Brown & Wiswell, but abandoned law 
for journalism by accepting a place on 
the editorial page of the Dubuque, 
Towa, Herald. After a time his heulth 
failed, and wandering about idly, ex- 
cept when teaching school now and 

,then anda while on the Chicago Tri- 
buue, he made the trip to Norton for his 
health. 

He speaks of his years on the home- 
stead as the happiest he ever experi- 
enced; soliinde gave “him ample time tu 
indulge his fancy in literature. a speci- 
men of which he bas given in the re- 
cent publication of a voluine of poems, 
“Thrice Words.” 

On Mareb 22, !892, he was married 
to Frances G. Shaw. They have one 
child, Rose. horn Febroary %. 183. 

Gideon B. Botsford was born April 2, 
1834, in Newton, Fairfield county, Con- 
necticut. of American parentage aud 
lived on a farm until 17 years of age 
when he went to learn the tradeufa 
carpenter. He was warried August 1x, 
1858, to Mary E. Hill of Southbery, 
Connecticut; two children have been 


born iwo them: Auslin L. «Botsford, 
born February 28, 18f0; Eva F. Bots- 
ford, born February 16, 1871. 

He enlisted October ¥, 1461, in comm- 
pany 12th Counecticut volunteers in- 
fantry, and was discharged Juve 7. 
1862, from the result of measles at 
Carlton, Louisana, 

In November 1877 hecame to Missouri 
and August 20. 1878, he lauded in Nor- 
ton. ie was without money, but soox 
secured a job with FitzPatrick. In 





G. B. Botsford. 


1879 he worked in Lenora, bnilt 2 hotel 
for Charley Lansing. He took the 
northeast quarter of section 22, town- 
ship 2, range “4, in Garfield township. 
where he makes his home at tpis time. 
Mr. Botsford lest his property in Con- 
necticut in 187 aud separated from his 
family at the same time. He weut 
buck to his oll hore that year. but. re- 
tarned in the spring of 1850, Un Tee? 
contest was started ou his claim, he was 
at work in Chicage at the time and out 
of money: a friend gave him $10.00 aod 
a railroad pass to Kirwin. He went to 





the land office where he met some of 
his Nortou neighbors, among them old 
Mr. Hale, who canic up and shook bands 
with him, saying that he had uot seeu 
him before since April, at which tine 
saw hin on his claim. Mr. Botsford 
snid, ‘Sure you saw me then, are you?” 
- Yes," replied Mr. Hale, ‘‘ulso had a 
talk with you in front of Bruner’s store 
in Norton.” When asked his business 
in Kirwin, Mr. Hale said; ‘‘l came 
a8 a witness to prove that G. B. Bots- 
ford has uot been seen on his claim 
since he took it; I have not seon him, 
have you?’ ‘Ves,” replied Mr. Bats- 
ford, ‘often, bevause that is my name.” 
“Why.” said Mr. Hale. ‘1 thonght it 
waa Connecticut.” There was inore 
than a smile in that Office. The con- 
test was withdrawn. 

Mr. Botsford staried proof on his 
claim and on November 22 iis final re- 
Ceipt was issued. Unto this time Mr. 
Botsford’s neigibors knew him by no 
other name than Connecticut. which ac- 
counted for the coutest. 

Mr. Borsferd has had poor health 
since the war, and ouly receives a smal) 
}nsion, but manages tO make # good 
living from the rent of his farm. 

In the fall of 1878 and the spring of 
1879 emigration poured in from all parts 
of the compass. A great many new 
buildiugs were erected aud many new 
business houses were opened. Early in 
the spring of 1k7y Hermanund Kirkpat- 
rick opened upa stock of general mer- 
chitudise. Hugh Kirkpatrick has re- 
mained here iu the merchantile business 
continuously ever since. He married 
Emtwna McCrea September 12, 188), and 
has a family of four bright boys. He 
lost his business in the big fire of 1886 
and has had other business misforinuves 
bunt bas never lost faith in the country. 
He iy now managing a general store 
here fur Johu F. Randolph of Clyde, 
who was in business here fov several 
years. 





Avout the same time Cannon and 
Kenney came here and went into brsi- 
ness. Walter Rice Cannon was born in 
Maryland April 18. 1845. He emigrat- 
ed to Cloud county, Kansas, in 18ty, 
and from there to Norton, arriving here 
January 20, 1878. On September 15, of 
the same year he was married ty 
Mariah Bissell of Philling county. 
They have two sons, Walter. born in 


September 1883, and John, born in De- 
cember 1880. 


W. R. Cannon. 


Mr. Cannon has been active in poli- 
tics as a democrat. Hewas the noui- 
nee of his party fur representative inv 
1884 but was defeated at the pulls. 
From 1886 to 189 he was postmatver of 
Norton. in 1883 he was muster of the 
Masonic lodge. 

Francis Engene Kennedy waa born 
in Boston, Massachusetts, December 11. 
1853. He moved with his parents to 
Kansas in 1886 and settled in Marshall 
county. Iu 1568 they moved to Clyde 
where he remained until Muareh 1879 
when be settled in Norton. He anil 






Afary Maxwell were married in August 
1883. They have two children. 

Charles Munua was shot by Weryate 
September 9, 1879. These men had 
been enemies for some time. Their 
trouble started through the neiglibor- 
hood trouble in which Dr. Cimmmings 
and John Landis were the principals, 
Manus had been a friend of Landis 
while Wyatt had espoused the cause 07 
Cummings, On the day of the murder 
they had inet in the read and quurreled. 
After they had sepirated Wyatt turned 
back and shot, the ball striking Manus 
tn the back of the ueck and killing him 
instantly, Wyatt was convicted of 
Inurder in the first degreson Pehruary 
Il, 1880 and sentenced to peniientary for 
lite where he died some years ago. This 
was the first wurderer sent to the peni- 
tentiary from this county. 

The 4th of July, 1879, ¥ as happily cele- 
brated in many places. Caarley Po- 
son's barn which was just compieted was 
dedicated witha ball. The settlers ou 
the Solomon held a celebration in the 
Black Guleh. J. W. Lanford was the 
orator. They ind a piultorm dance in 
the open air. 

The republican county convention 
was held on September 24. M. W. Pet- 
tigrow was made chairman and Ed 
Hooverson secretary. bhe principal can- 
test was on sheritl. The candidates 
were Jack Couarty, Fred Barlow and 
Charley Posson, Gat after the first 
bailot Jim Viniug who was a dete. 
gate in the convention and n supporter 
of Barlew consented to the use of his 
name which resultedin his votination 
on thethird ballot. Cunarty afterward 
beeame nn independent ean lilacs. 

The candidates furcterk were Mo J. 
FitzPatrick. Hneh T. Carliste aad B ct 
Audrews. FitzPuatrics s6ns nominated 
oo third ballot. 

There were several ¢C:nclidates for 
lreisurer but Dr. Little was vetuinated 
On gsevond ballot. Prot. J. A. Littel 


was nominated as register of deeds and 
Dr. R. &. White for coroner and J. A. 
Blauvelt for surveyor. George N. 
Kingsbury was nowinated for commis. 
sioner, but William Grant his opponent 
ran independent and was elected. Oy, 
the follewing Saturday the democrats 
held a convention iu the county. Ther 
nominated Jim Campbell for sheriff, 
couuty clerk John Madden, couuiy 
treasurer Abram Hendricks, register 
of deeds D. R. Blanding, coroner M. A. 
Morrison. They made no nomination 
for comtuissioner or survvyor. 

On the same day the greenbackers 
met and nominated the following ticket: 
For county clerk. S. M. Fross: revister 
of deeds. A. G. Chambers: coroner. 
Seth Coats; surveyor, E. Tresevtt, corm- 
missioner, Jra N. Greer. They made 
uO numinations for sheriff or treasurer. 

At the general election the vote stood 


as fullows: For sheriif, J. W. 
Vining, 41: J. Wo Campbell 


280; Jack Cunarty, 231. For connty 
clerk, M. J. FitzPatrick, 492: J. b, 
Mudden, $35: S. M. Fross. 87- Connty 
treasurer, W.D. Listle, 507; A. EHon- 
dricks, 360. Register of deeds, J. A. 
Littel, 536; D. Binading, 262: A. G, 
Chambers, 181. Coroner, R. E. White, 
932; M.A, Morrison, 244: Wim. Bradiev. 
(calored} 17; Seth Coats, 66. Surveyor. 
J. A. Blauvelt. 414: E. Trescott, yy. LD. 
W. Mills. 182; commissioners, Win. 
Grant, 99¢; GN. Kingsbury, 155; [. N- 
Green, 7, At this election the propusi- 
lion to vote jail bonds in the amonat of 
$1,000 carried by a vote of 427 to 3%U: 
the jail was built the following year. 
On Saturday March 14. 17% Prof, 
Georg B. Vanlew was accidently kill. 
ed. He wasteaching the Port Lanilis 
school and had been to Norton the even- 
lug previens 10 give a echool exhibinun 
auudus they were returning home: the 
following morning in Major  Dua- 
nevik’s wagon while crossing Otter 


ereek the front wheels of the wagon 
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of 1870 and located in Garfield township. 
They have fivé children. L. Bertrand, 
James M., Minnie E., Willie E., and 
Carl C. 

Minnie was married to L. B. Doolit- 
tle January 80.1891. L. Moormon, the 
eldest son taught schoo! for several 
years anid was for atime traveling siles- 
man fora St. Louis house. He is at 
present studying law in the office of 
©. BD. Joues. 

In Angust 1878, Edwin Soow, Charles 
Brownson, Julson Forbes, Orsou Snow 
and I. M. Snow came here from Web- 
ster county, Nebrasku, avd took land iu 
Garfield township. Ono August 1878 
Orson Snow and his son Edwin came 
und took land in Garfield township. 
In 18734 Edgar Snow, another son, came. 
Charles Brownson, Jndson Forhes and 
F.M. Snow came with Orson Snow. 
They were all formerly from Missouri 
but had been in Nebraska for a short 
time previous to coniing here. They re- 
turuéd from Nebraska permanently with 
their families in October 1838. West 
and Dick Butler and Will Davies came 
back with them. Orson Snow took the 
land now owned by Mr. Lawrence: but 
never established a parmanent — resi- 
dence. He resides at Vienaa. Missouri, 
at this time. 

Edwin Snow marrigd Will Davies’ 
eldest sister. He remained here until 
1882, He lives at Atlanta, Missouri. 

Edgar Snow's wife was a sister to Ed 
I, Jones. Yheyr remained here until 
i881. Te lives at Vienna, Missouri. 

Judson Forbes relinquished his claim 
to lis father. Anson Forbes, and return- 
ed to Missouri the same Year. Anson 
Forbes remnined here until 1882) when 
he moved to Hastings, Nebraska. where 
he died in 1290. 

Wirt Bntler returned Missonri 
after one year’s residenca in this county. 
Dick Butler remained here until 7982, 
He rau a restanrantin Norton in 1$80 
and 188}. Since returning to Missouri 


to 


heshas gained some notoriety jn lool 
polities and has twice been sheriff of his 
county. He lives at Atlanta. 

Charles Byron Brownson has remain. 
ed here continually ever since S78, He 
wag born in Mi¢higan, March 9%, 18)4. 
He moved with his parents to Misswuri 
in 1664, came to Nebraska in Murch 
1878. On March 22, 18&2, he was. mar. 


riel at Minden, Nebraska. to Miss 
Elizabeth Feltz, They have three 
children, 


He is an enthusiastic worker in politics 
and was trustee of Garfield township 
in 1888, 199] and 1892. Tle was arepub- 
lican until 1890. Since that time he has 
voted the populist ticket. 

William Carroll Davies was born at 
Baltimore, Maryland. His father was 
for many yeurs engaged in the mercan- 
tile business in that city. but bis loyaliy 
to the union from 1861 te 1865, cost hin 
the best part of his trade and finally 
bankrupted him. Shortly after the war 
he came to Missonri, expecting to re- 
trieve brs last fortunes and died in Kau- 
sas City before his fawily joined lnm. 
Will took the Ned Comely claim, four 
niles northwest of Norton, when he 
came here and has resided there con- 
tinuously ever since. On September 6, 
1898, he was :narriel to Della King. 
He is a republican and takes an active 
part in loeal polities. 

Will’s mother und three sisters, Alva. 
Anua and Minnie, came here in tie 
spring Of 187%. Mrs. Davies bought the 
Noah Chanbers claim, adjoining Will's, 
and lived there until her death, which 
occurred February 5, 1890. Alva mar- 
ried Mr. Atterbury, of Atlanta. Mis- 
souri, after a brief residence here, but 
has since died; Anna was a popula: 
teacher here for some years. she resides 
at Atlanta. Missouri: Minnie. the youny- 
est Danghter, married Frank Fulerut. 
and resides here, she was also a teacher 
for some years, 

Mre. Davies was an accomplished 
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scholar: she was a graduate of the Bal- 
timore high school; she had traveled ex- 
tensively, making a tour of [reland and 
Wales while in her seventeeth year. 
Mrs. Davies was au artist of cousider- 
able mierit, hid taken lessons under the 
best masters. She had been 2 teacher 
since 1886 and was for a time principul 
of the Norton schouis, und was teaching 
the Madden school at the time of her 
list sickness: her remaing were taken to 
Atlanta, Missouri, for burial. 

David McElheney settled in Garfield 
tuwnship in 1879, he left in 188b. 

Studdard Roosa, and his brether.J. O.. 
came in 1878. Shey left here in 189 
and went back to Indian. 

John Plyly came in 1880 and stayed 
two years, 

Jobn §S. Pool opened a blacksmith shop 
in Garfield township in 1880 and stayed 
two years. He moved to Holirulgs, 
Nebraska, where he resides at this time. 

David Hedrick cume in 1880 and re- 
niained here antil 1887. fle lives at 
Republic City, Republic county, Kan- 
wis at this time. 

Jobn Overbolt caine in 1880 and 
stayed one year, he lives in Shawnee 
county, Kansas at this time. 

J. W. Peers came in $87; he 
carpenter by trade. he lived on a elim 
in Garfield township for some time. but 
afterward hved iu Nortoa. He left in 
Is¥8 and moved te Arkansas. ibmt now 
lives in Denver. 

Martin Whipkey came in 188) and 
stuved two vears. 

Wilson Johnson came in 1879 aud 
lives here yet. 

Jolm Whetstone came in 1879, He 
died in 1890: his widow has since mar- 
riéd and left the country. 

Renjamin F. Weber came in 1379, 
He is nn okl soldier and one of Gar- 
field township's snecessful farmers He 
has resided here continuonsly sivce he 
svtiled here. 

William Drake came herein 1880 and 


was i 


still resides in Gartield township. 

Levi T. Carnine caine from Jowa iu 
187%. He is considered one of the wust 
successful farmers in the county. 


George K. Anderson came from 
Doniphan county, Katsas, in 1879. He 


was born at Goldsburg, Dlinois, Septein- 
ber 26,1847. He came to Taylor county, 

Iowa, in 1858, where he was married in 
1871 to Clara West; seven children 

were born to them, five of them are still 

living. His eldest daughter, Jessie, 
married John Fleming: his only son, 

Willie. and three youngest daughters 
are with their father. Mrs. Anderson 

died in Norton August J4, 1880. On’ 
December 8, 1895. he was inarried tu 
Nellie Gillispie. George is one of our 

most enterprising citizens. 

Jo Carter cnme in 18:9 and has re 
mained here continnously ever since. 

Renben Hoover came to Garfield 
township in 7879. In 150 he seperated 
from his family and went to Culorucds 
wud has never been liere since. Mrs. 
Hoover and her large family af small 
children remained here; they own a 
good farm and are in couifurtable cir- 
enimstances. 

Rhoten Wenduall exme to Garneld 
township in 1887, his brother John H. 
Cume in 1s8s, they came from lowa. J. 
H. is one of our popular school teachers, 
he is acripple having lost bis leg from 
the effects of a cancer. 

A. J. Rhodes ciutwne here in) June 
ixv9. He was born at Riehwond, Ken- 
tucky. Mareh 25. 1840. Albhouzh his 
surronndings and the sympathies of his 
newhbors were largely with the con- 
tederacy yet Jack rewulned true tu the 
Union andon June 1%, J86t he volun- 
teered in enmpany C tth Kentucky in- 
fantry. His regiment was afterward] 
Inouuted, He wavinthe hattles of Mill 
Springs, Shiloh and several staaller en - 
wigements. Ty was transferred tu 
other regiment and served nutil the 
close of the war, He waa taken prisou- 
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erat Mill Springs but scon escaped 

He was married to Mattie Crnse in 
1865, Six children were born to them. 
four of them are still living. 

Will, their eldest sun, married Eva 
Burnett ucd lives at Pawnee, Nebraska 
and has settled duwn to a steady farm- 
e1"s life. 

Inadrunken brawl which occured 
October 11, 1489. he aecideutly shot and 
killed Phil Herron. Herron was a worth- 
less character nnd ud no sympathizers 
here as he wag cuusidered the leider of 
the orgie that resalted in his death. 

Jack's eldest danghier inarried David 
EF. Climmer November 10, 3*92. He 
was born in Mahaska county, lowa, 
April 2. 1862. Heeame here March im 
1886 and has been in business here mest 
of the tine since. Helis served asa 
meuiber of the towuship buard and was 
for some time a member of the repmb- 
hean county central eommitie mud is at 
this time u candidate for district elerk 
and member of the city cow cil. 

Obed Rhodes is preparing: himself for 
the practice of medicine ami has been 
for two yeurs aliewliny the Elec. 


atic Medical colleze ut Cia -inautei, Oiio. 


Pet Rhodes. the youngest Caughter is 
at home with her parents, 

Jack moved to Nurtou in 1882, He was 
a candidate for sheriff in 1881 but was 
defeated by Jim Viaing. He Was es 
pecily offeuded atthe actiun of Hugh 
T. Carlisle, He co:npused che fullow- 
ing poem which was published in the 
Advanee and fur atime sive hin. the 
honor of ietding Poet Laureatze ot this 
county. 


The soreheml te cutehine. 
[Us a teeritibe aise: 
Wt ouir Secretly Esthtar 
trlet hla t k 
Mob arrinclee ony ebeeti 
His ntod wae ayesee : 
Cracked pe 
And for lack af tle ott ches 
File brane eee pet dete 
To the sontof his Urecches, 
We toen pardan the tdioe 
Maldng wanghty avowel~ 
Whose brain are atenys 
. Mixed ap with hfs bowels, 














Kenia Haar pilgay 





He was a candidate for iuaver in is 
but was defeated by Pred Hazeltop, 1 
moved to Pawnee. Nebraska. int! 
spring of 1892 where he hus sinee resi. 
ed and is at this time mayor of the er; 

Hthodes 1s an energetic business nian 
aud has prouably bought and sold mors 
real estate in this county than anv ot): 
nin that was everin the real estat 
lusiness in Norton. 

Thomas Bedford Clark eame her 
from Cloud county in March 1880) an! 
settled in Gartield township awl hu 
lived here continuously ever sinve. Mr. 
Clark died December 9. tai:, 

Jobu Clark, bis ouly living son, cxtn« 
here with bis parents and has lived 
here ever siuce. 

lie wus married March 4, i164! 4 
Luneula Lower. 

Davia Lower caine here in 1870 He 
lived here un if t882. He lives in Pawane: 
connty, Kansas at ihis time. 

Aarou H, Covey came to Garfield! 
tovuship in December J8T%. and lias 
lived here ever since. He was born is 
New York, February 18, 1s28. He liv 
el in Pennosvivania for 25 years ani i: 
Hlinvis five years before coming bere. 

His brother, Lonis W, Cover, cau.e 
here at the same time. He was born i: 
1821, was married in York state. HH 
never bad any children, 

Aaron separated from his wife in I! 
invis. Three of their ebildren lave 
made homes in this county, Mrs. Frat.é 
Terry and Louis now live in Garli- 
townsliipi; the third child, Mra, Mia 
Wheelock now resides on the Puaeiti 
coust 

Mr, Lindly and his three sons Be. 
Neal and Cy exme to Garfield township 
in 1873. The old genslemun lives ber: 
yet. Den left here in 1882: be dives 
Missuuri. Neal died herein sua, 0! 
lefiin lee? He lives at Hill Ciry. 

Benjamin S. Carpeuter came here i 
1877 and took lund three auiles mourti- 
west of Norwu. Te diviles bis tim 
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vetween school teaching aud farming. 

James Kenyou came nere iu the spring 
of 873. His was the firat marringe in 
this conuty, whieh lias been previously 
referred to. He rana blacksmith shop 
here until I87f%; when he went to Colora- 
do but afterward woved to Missouri. 

He lives at this time some place in 
soutbern Lowa. 

Ranson Smith came here in the 
apring of 1874. During that summer he 
imilt 2 store on the corner now owned 
hy Dr, White. This isthe ouly build- 
ing in Norton that was here in 1874. 

Mr. Susith ent-redinio partnership in 
the inerehantile business with G, H. 
Griftin which they continned about two 
yeirs under the firm name of Griffin 
and Sanith. He was fora time a meur- 
ber of the board of teachers’ examiners, 
He moved to the Pacitic cost iv 1877, 

M. Heaton's advent into this world 
was March 13, #819, in Greco county, 
Peonsylvania. He wasruised on a farin 
and followed the various pursuits of a 
farmer's iife, atlending district school 1 
winter. Moved with his parents to 
Douglas county, Hlinvis in 1866: spent 
the snumer of 1270 in Montgomery 
connty, Kansas, the sumaner of (872 was 
in Towa, and the sniamer of [STL in 
Californian. The intervening lime he 
remanined at home fu linois attending 
his farm where he alwits succeeded in 
raising goo: crops. 

Hewas married December 25, IR7y, 
at Tuseola, Ulinnix, to Mattie J. Moore, 
who was born September 18, 1847, in 
Lireen connty, Penusylvania, where she 
receivenl a common school education. 
She tanght school in winter and attended 
vollegein Waynesburgh in saumer till 
she graduated in 1873: she coutinned 
teaching till the spring of 1880, at whiel: 
lime they emigrated te Norton, Kausns, 
Where they have since resided, and now 
ave five children, first Charles F., 
Prbrnary 27, 1881, and Morgan was 
Surprise] when informed that it was 
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absolutely nevessiury that he shanlda 

fen op,” bnt promptly complied with 
the requirement. On Febrnary 7. 1884. 
they were surprise? with twius. Jesier 
and Josie, and then Morgan informed 
his friends that it was their turn to ‘ser 
7ein up: they agreed with hint and he 
took it in eandy. Again October v1, 
1585 twins, William and Thomas. This 
called for more candy, and was 2 
scheine of Mr. Heaton’s ‘to get rid of 
“setting “em up.” 

Mr. Heaton opened up the Norton 
County bank on June tt, 1¥80, which 
was the first bank iu the couniy aint at 
Ihnit lime there was no bank west of it 
in the state. On November tf, 1850, the 
bank was reorganized as tha Nortou 
County State Bank. On December 2%, 
18%3, the bank was pet into the hands 
Of a receiver on account of disagree- 
ment, 

Nat L. Baker came to Weston 
started the first paper in the comuty in 
18735, The Western Locomotive. This 
paper was run in the interest of Weeton 
for the connty seat, with the following 


avd 


motte: “Well kesp up steamn or bnst 
our biter,” 
Nat ssayed here until 13878 and was 


ideutified with several newspaper cn- 
rerprises ab Norio and Leota, but they 
were all failures from a finaneit sretyi- 
point. 

Baker was a win of positive convict- 
ions but when he espoused the canse of 
any un for officeorany town fur the 
county seat “it was for what there wis! 
init.’ He had ne opinion on any pit 
tion that was not parehaethle, awd the 
market price of his snurportoun any 
pronosition was within the reach of ihe 
inipoverishe! town companies of his 
day. This accounted for the faet tha 
his paper was moved back and fourth 
several times between the rival towne, 
and when his paper would appear roast- 
ing ntown or ticket the beneficisrie= of 
his iibelous sarcasm were not sure that 
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the next issue would sot be turned 
against them. None who knew him de- 
sired his friendship but every one dread- 
ed hisenmity, Weclip the following 
from the Atchison Champion written by 
Noble Prentiss in 1871: 

“To begin with there has been a vact 
improvement in the looks of the office 
andithe newspapers since wy former 
visit. I think the most fearful looking 
printing offive 1 ever behetd wasat Nor- 
ton in 1878, 

The establishment was one of Nat L. 
Baker's enterprises aud it reminded one 
of the famous office described by tramp- 
ing Jones as having been discovered by 
them in the wilds of Arkansas, where 
the type was kept in a bag and poured 
ont when needed. where the cases were 
chalked out.on the floor, where upple 
butter was used forink, a planer and 
mallet for press and the paper was fold- 
ed witha club,” 

When Nat left here he went to the 
Pacitic coast. At the time of the Chinese 
Tints of Puget sound be was one of the 
leaders of the mob and was:indicted for 
murder but escaped and came to Wyo- 
aning and was fora time running a 
weekly paper at Lusk. While there he 
was elected to the legislature and while 
in the legislature lie was arcused of sel]- 
ing out and was thrénjened witha cont 
of tar and feathers if he returned home, 
which he wisely concluded not to do. 
It is said that it was his action that pre- 
vented the election of U.S. 5. und Wy- 
oming has had but one senator since 
that time. 

He took up bis residence in Denver 
and is at this time editor of the Sunday 
Mercury, a paper deveted to the up- 
building of the populist party und te 
ollicial organ of Guverner Waite. 

Lonis Peudletan came here in the 
spring of 1873 and retained ere nntil 
1831, He operated a blacksmith shop 
here for atime nod then openelupa 
grocery store. He moved a building 


from Long Island in 1878 aud opened v- 
a store on the lot where the Grier hou.. 
uew stands. The tnilding was after 
wari] nsed asa hotel for many yeur. 
aud does service as the Grier hous: 
kiteben at this time. 

He bought the Nor White building of 
Sinith in 1875 which he dedicated with 
a three days’ drunken debauuch an 
dance. at Which time the Buffalo Girl- 
of Phillipsburg were the principal at. 
tractions. 

He left herein i88t and moved 1, 
Anthouy. Kausas. After leaving bet 
he and his wife scparated. 

B. EF. Emery was born about 2810 at 
Spencer, Tioga county, New York. 1: 
enlisted and served in the war «f 
the Rebellion for fonr years. He came 
to Jowe some time in the sixties and 
was admiited to the bar abont the year 
1870, He practiced law in Clayton anil 
Fayette counties until his removal tv. 
this county in 1879. From this county 
he went lo Greeley, Colorado and after: 
ward to Bessimir, Wyoming, from 
there he went to Idaho. He bas nt 
been heard from for several years. 

Ben wis # peculiar character ani 
gained considerable distinction at th: 
bar While he lived here from the faci 
that he was never known to win a cuse- 

Charles L. Emery came here in 17"! 
He was born in York state Decemi 
23, J851. Atthe age of 25 years he wey- 
ed with his family to Chicago and at 
tended law school for three years. H 
was adinitted to the bar here inthe faii 
of 18v¥, He was justice of the pear 
here for several yeats. He was aetive 
in politics as a republican, amd was 
ebairman of the repablican central cot 
initte for several yenrs. 

He was a caudidute for probate jude: 
in {886 bat was defeated by Sain 
Means. Heremained here until 1”! 
when be moved to Denver where he hic 
resided ever since. 

A.G. Ewery, his father, way born a! 
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Spencer, Tiega county, New York, Oc- 
tuber I, 1619. He moved from that 
state to Clayton county, Iowa, in the 
year 1854, where he resided until the 
year 1879 when he settled iu Smith 
eounty, Kansas. From that county he 
eame to Norton county in 1897. Mr, 
Emery’s life has been Spent ou the 
farm. About the year 1870 he was or- 
dained as a minister of the Baptist 
church. 

R. D. Emery came here with hia 
father in 1877, He is one of our popular 
teachers and has been a member of the 
baard of teachers’ examiners for sever- 
al years. 

Win. Plusky was born in Prussia in 
1831. Hecaie to America in 1544. 
He was married in Green county, Indi- 
anain 1864, inoved to Iowa in 1875, 
to Norton county March 4, 1879 and 
took up land tive miles north of Norton 
where he has resided continuously ever 
since. Mr. Plusky’s enly child, Mary, 
married Orville T. Reed in September 
1881. Orville came here from Jowa in 
1878 and took a homestead four miles 
north of Norton. He moved into town 


iz 1886 and has been janitor of the 
court house since 1$3u. 
Erie Johuson was born in Wisconsin 


uhout forty yeara ago; he came tu Nor- 
ton county in 1873 aud settle! three 
miles north-west of Norton, He enjoys 
the distinction of having made the first 
Umber culture proof in the county. He 
marriel Belle Canningham April 
2%, 1890. She was one of the ear- 
ly teachers of this county and was well 
known to the early settlers. Eric was 
Constable of Center towuship ove term 
anil was deputy sheriff fora time, He 
left hare in 1889 and lives in Golden, 
Colorado, They have four daughters, 
Jolin Brown eame here from Towa in 
IS7¥ and took land four miles north- 
West of Norton, He imarried the eldest 
Jaughter of San: Witt in 1885 and left 
here the same year for Nebraska and 





has since eettled in Missouri. 

Jacob Dodson came here from Fre. 
mont county, Iowa, im the spring of 
1874 and took Jand four miles north-east 
of Norton. He remained here until the 
spting of 1893 when he sold his farm to 
George W. Llaine and moved to Gretua, 
Phillips county. 

His eldest son Gilvert lives in 
field township, 

John Noriman came here from Iowa 
in the fall of{877 and took land four 
niles north-west of Norton. He has 
resided here ever since. 

His eldest, sou, Williaa, maeried Nate 
Morrison. He owns a good farm two 
miles west of Norton. 

Fis second son, James, married Min- 
nie Shaw. They live three iniles we-t 
of Norton. 

Richard A. Mather was born in Knox 
county, Dlinois, April , 1850. He 
Camé to Norton county, in the fall of 
1818. He was married to Mary Not: 
man September, 18, 167s. They have 
three children, 

Dick, as he is comnionly called, settled 
on a homestead two miles west of Nor- 
ton and has been promineut in polities 
since J&8o. He was coustable of Cey- 
ter township for several years, wits 
twice a candidate for sheriff, hefore re- 
publican conventions but failed to pet 
the nomination, was tuder-sherifl for 
several years. 

He has been a populist since iSO) and 
is the leader of his party in this counry. 

Hymeu Morrison c¢inae kere from 
Illinois in 1880. He boueht the Port 
Cook land two miles west of Norton, 
which he owns yet. In February, 1803, 
he returned to McComb, Llinois. 

His sou Andy came here in [880 and 
remanedk until issy. De lives at Port- 
land. Oreyon at this time. 

Reuben Rawley was born in Craw- 
ford county, Penusylvania, Oetuber 15. 
iss, In 1840 his purents moved to 
Wisconsin and settled at, Milwaukee. In 
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Ist they moved te lowa and settled in 
Fayette county. He was married there 
iv 1859 to Elizabeth Jane Cline. Ileven 
children have been born to them. eight 
of whom are still living. 

He volunteered in company <A, SO 
Tilinois infautry. Hewasin the battles 
of Stone River and Perrysville, was 
discharsed on acconut of disability 
atterserving 18 months. He came to 
Norton county in the fall of 1878 and 
settled two miles notth-west of Norton. 
His eldest sou, Edward, married Flor- 
ence Reed: they own the A. P. Rankin 
furm, two iniies east of orton. where 
they now reside. David married a Miss 
Cochrin: he died in Ss, shortly after 


his marriage. Lewis Henry married 
Hattie Scott. they live in Rawlins 
county. Minnia married Thomas 


Brown, they live in Rawlins county. 
Lucy Ann married Doc Allen. they live 
in Aldine Township. Jenuie ‘uarried 
Cy Alley and is living in Norton. 
Binma died in i802. Tiiden. Charles 
aud John live at home with their par- 
ents. 

Garreit Berning cam here In 1878, 
and in 1887 he moved to Washingion, 
Kansas, but has since moved to 
Missouri, 

Shepherd 8. Ballew came in the 
spring of 188] and kas remained here 
since. 

Thomas Keating came in i879. 
is one of our prosperuns farmers. 

John Hesslink camein 17s and left 
in 1890; he Hves at Jerice, Missonri. 

Garrett Tieltjes catne iu 18st. He is 
a successfnl farmer. 

Daniel Peterson avd iis fonr sons 
came iu the fall of 1878. but they have 
all left except Weller. Theold gentle. 
man and Ce left in 1S. they are now 
living at Red Clond. Nebraska: Nate, 
L. left in sss7, he lives on the Pacific 
coast. Hank moved to Nebraska in 
1Ss0, 

Joseph Ballinger caine in 1859; he 
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has heen suecessful a farmer sinc 
coming bere. 

Thomas Cuskey came here in 1s7s. 
He was an old soldier and one of sur 
reliable farmers. His great failine 
was his appetite for strong drink, (©): 
election Any, 1892, he was returning 
home intoxicated when he accidently 
fell from the wagon and was instantly 
killed. Bis friends were greatiy shocked 
as he was everybodys friend. He hil 
been 2 member of the Masozic lodge fer 
many years and was buried with th 
ceremonies of that order. His widow 
aod two youngest s0us live here yet. 

Engene Darrow came here = fron 
Illinois 1880. He took land sven mile 
north of Norton where he has resides! 
continuously ever since. He has been 
successful as a cattle feeder an? farmer. 

Lewis C. Dey was born in Shelby 
connty, Ohio, August 8, 1835, he wa- 
raised on afarmiund received a com: 
mon achool elucation. Moved with li- 
parents te Washington county. Iowa 
in 1845; in 1869 he setrled in Fremont 
county the same state, and in the sprinz 
of 1879 he came here, landing in Nortus 
Mareh 10. He was married te Margare! 
A. Hicks in 1861, in Jefferson eats. 
Towa; six children were born to them 


as 


five of which ‘are still living: Harlin 
A., Elmer F., Willie A., Ida L. an 


Mary E. Mrs. Dey died Angns, 1"! 
Sid. On January 6, 168t, Mr. Des 
was iticnin married, this time to Rebec: 
L. Rolinson; they had two children 
Davia A.and Lulu E. Mrs. Dey die! 
in February, 1886, and on November 2. 
188ti, he was married to Mrs. Mathew> 
B. F. Heaton settled on the prairie 
north of Norton in the fall of 1879 He 
und big wife ‘Tillie’ were characte: 
here for souie yenrs. They would et! 
tu Norton twa or three time a wer 
They nevec had any children, but weer 
apparently very fond of each oth 
They sold ont lisrein ISoT and went § 
California and settled at Tulare. Uy! 





their arrival. there they announced 
iieinselves as brother and sister. and 
fram letters received from there by 
Po-tmaster Graves they represented 
that they were worth  consiilerable 
money, which was soon to foilow them 
from Missouri. They spent some time 
atthe watering placea am] both finally 
encceeded in tnaking marriage contracts. 
This oceurred ia the spring of 1593. 
About this time Tillie discovered she 
had a tumor aud hadaa operation per- 
formed, which resulted in her déath 
two weeks afterward. Frank was mur- 
ried to arich widow at Pakersfield, 
California. Afier marriage when qgues- 


tioned about his wealth, he said the 
bank that contained his money had 
failed. A few days after this he went 


to Tulare on some business pretext and 
Npon his arrival there be weut imme- 
diately to the room where Tillie nad 
Nied and hnag himself. No papers or 
other evidence were left by him io ex- 
plain the cause of lis strange conduct. 
Tillie was engaged to be married toa 
wealthy ranchman, and would have 
married as suon as she recovered from 
the surgical cperation. The secret of 
their lives may never be kin@xen, and 
their object in representing themselves 
a4 brather and sister after leaving here 
cat only Le conjectuted, 

Juhn A. Ursehel was born Han- 
tick county, Ohio, December %. 1854. 
Hus feurned the trade of Carriage maker 
noder the celebrated Frank Combs. 

He came to Kausas in the spring of 
379 and settled in Nortou and opened a 
Glack-smith shop here which be has cun- 
troled ever sincs except a brief interval 
spent in Denver. 

He was married 


in 


to Serena M. Brooks 


Jndy 12, 1982. Seven children have 
tn bernie them. Three of then are 
“ving, 


Jolin has been active as a Gemocrat 
“ince coming here. He was the uomi- 
we of liis party for clerk of the court in 








IN84 bit was defeatel by W. E. Case. 
He has been a populist since 1840), 

M. F. Browne came here ia July, 1578 
and tool land five miles north of Nor- 
tor. He was astonevinson by trade 
but abandoned lis trade and went into 
the merchantile business in Nurton in 
1856 aud has continued it ever since. 
His brother John aud sister Neilie came 
heré the same fall. Jobn is on the 
farm here and Nellie is a dressmaker 
and tives in Norton. 

His father, David Browne. came from 
Pennsylvania in 198%. They Jive on 
Frank's homestend. Hie el@est dauchy. 
er, Lizzie, is a partner in tho business 
of M. F. Browne & Co. of Norton, 

Mary married J. F. Kennedy of Des- 
Moines, Jawa, in the spring of 1890. 
Sheis in the milliner business in Nor- 
tou. Jim the youngest son is a plumb- 
er tut is at the present time running 
an engine at Des Moines, Towa. 

Katie has been one of our popntar 
teachers but has been principal of one 
of the schools uf Pueblo, Colorado, for 
the last two years. 

Nora the yonngest daughter lives at 
home with her parents. 

John Gleason caine here from Iowa 
in the fall of 7873, aud settled on a tnrin 
four miles noth of Norton and hus re- 
invined here ever since. He is the futh- 
ev of ten children; nine of theat livia. 
He is one of our successful farmers. 

John, his elilest son is ong of our pst 
teachers. He has held a positionin the 
Norton schools for the last ueo years. 
He is one of the Lourd of examiners at 
this time. He was married to Eliza: 
beth Heiny, Angust 27, 1893. They live 
in Nortun at this time. 

Joel P. Shelton came here from 
Henry County, Indians, in 1878, and 
settled seven ules north of Norton. [He 
liveson the sume land vet, He was 
tunrried to Jane Pariner in lav. Seven 
ehibiren have Leen born to them. Six 
of therm are at hom wit their parents; 
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one died. 

The assessed valuation for 187y was 
$157,728. The amount of tax raised was 
$4,720. A splendid crop of every- 
thing was raised that year. . 

Benjamin J. Marsh, was born at 
Butternnta, New York, November 30. 
1362, he received a common school 
edueation. In November. 1881, he and 
his mother. who is now Mra. Dr. FE. 3. 
Tuiner, his brother-in-law. Isaac W. 
Burgess, his two younger sisters, Min- 
nie E., who has since married Charles 
Simpson, and Mary Alice, who married 
J, H. Lockard, and two younger brethers 





B. J. Marsh. 


John F. and Alfred &, caine to Norton 
¢ounty, hig elder brother, Sol Marsh, 
having preceded them to thia county. 
In the fall of 1885 he took wp the ploto- 
graph business in partnership with Prof. 
Littel. and in 1837 he bought his part. 
ner ont aml has continued the business 
in Norton ever since. A 
Ben is one of the finest eusicrens in 
Kangas and haw beeu leader in the Nor- 
ron Cornet bard since I8s5. suereciling 
his atep father. Dr. Turner. THe was 
marricd to Nellie KR. Beutiett. Angnet 
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30. 1893. 

Samnel N. Mathews was born in Ohiu 
Jauuary 10, 1829. He was married t 
Ester Brownson in 1850: five children 
were born to them, fonr of them grew 
to manhood. Their eldest. Lizzie. mar- 
ried Eli Dopps: Edgar R. was born 
December 20, 1854, after coming here he 
was married to Pearl West, five child- 
ren were born to them: Florence. 
Gracie Mand, Zella Vivo, Eva and Gnv 
Zella Vivo died April 22, 1889. The 
other children live with their mother 
in Norton. Edgar R. died Decetnber 
23, Teal. 

Thowas B. Mathews was born dune 
29,1856. He married Flora Bushonyg 
August 18, 1888: they have three child: 
ten living aud oue dead. 

Charles W. Mathews was born April 
35. 1861. He was wiurried to Franc-< 
Gell Graves. March 3, 1883: they have 
two children living and one dead. 

Samuel Mathews lived for some vear: 
at Richmond, Indiazn, but moved tu 
Vertwillion county, Illinois, early in the 
GOs. His wife died there in 184. He 
was wurried again in 1865 to Amand: 
Stevens: by this marriage they had two 
children. Stella E and Albert F. Stella 
married J. G. Smith in December, 14°53. 
He came here and ran ao barber sheep 
until I869, when he went to Senitle. 
Washinzton territory, where he has r- 
Biled ever since. They have five chitl- 
ren, three boys and two girls 

Samuel Mathews came to Norton 
county in t8T5, and took lanl thre 
ules northeast of Norton, the sane 
farm is now Owned by hig second son. 
J.B. He wasclerk of school district 
No. 1 for several vears. He died is 
Norton November @, 1885. His widow 
has sinee married Lewis Dey. 

Albert Kahn. the senior member 
The Kahn Shoe and Clothing Compan) 
better kaown hy sume as Kabn Br 
the oldest firm today in Norton. sa- 
born in Kolbsheim, France. on Jawan’ 
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J). 186i. He emigrated to Arvnerica 
when u 16 year old boy. After a short 
stay in New York remove to St. Joe, 
Missouri, where he went to work in a 
wholesale clothing house. Anyone who 
knows Albert is aware that the dull 
uionotony of a wholesale clothing house 
is not to his tuste, so after two years ap- 
peenticeship be took the road represent- 
ing Fred Meyer & Co., manufacturers 
of men’s clothing. Cincinnati, Ohio; after 
ane year ou the road he settled down in 





Marysville, Marshall county, Kansas. 
While at this point he brought his 
brother, Felix. three years his junior, 
from France to assist hizu 1m the store. 
Twoyears jater Arthur was added to 
the Kahn force. he landed in 1834. In 
the fall of 1864 the three brothers came 
to Norton and started the first exelu- 
sive clothing house in the county. Jt 
Was quite an undertsking at that time 
as the majority uf ua wore jeans and 
Overiis, but the boys educated us to 
Wear £20 and #25 suits. During the 
first year's stay in Norton,Sylvain, their 
younger brother caine over and joined 





the force. In the great fire of January, 
1884, the boys were among the unfor- 
tunates to burn ont, losing considerable, 
but by attendiug strictly to business, 
and by jndicious advertising, of which 
the firm ia renowned, and by their fair 
and square methods of doing bneiness, 
they soon worked up an inmense trade, 
second to none im the west. Asan 
evidence of their suctess they gradually 
branced out and today own the leading 
stores at Norton. Goodland and Philljs- 
burg, besides considerable real property 
here. Everybody here knows the Kahn 
brothers, In 1889 Albert married Miss 
Lilly Most, of Gallipoles. Ohio. re- 
nowned as the belle of the whole neign- 
borhood. Mrs. Kahn came to Norton 
and bas lived here ever since. Miss 
Rose, their 2-year-old daughter, is en- 
joying herself around their fireside and 
talks a great dealof her grandpa and 
grandma in Kolbsheim, France, whom 
she is going to visit soon. 

Felix recently went back to France 
aud married Miss Lucey Levy, a 
dauyhter of M. Levy, connected highly 
officially with the French government, 
Felix is now living in Phillipsburg. 

Arthur ig superivtendent of thie 
Goodland business and Sylvain, the 
younger brother, will tuke charge of an 
establishinent soon to be opened. 

Jacob Hiltes was born Uctober 26, 1833, 
in Fairfield county, Ohio. He was mar- 
ried 10 Mary J. Smith at Logan. Ohio 
August 1, 1855; sae waa born December 
5, 1838, near Marietta, Ohio. The name 
ig of Pennsylvinua Dutel origiu. Wilt- 
iam JI. Hiles was born May 22, 185s; 
Hiram S, Wiles. April 2). 1560; Francis 
M., March 4, 1662, and died ‘May 6, 1865; 
Jolu E. was born December 3. 187; 
Elizabeth C., Ausust }0, 1&70: Davie F., 
January 7, 187-4: Irma, April 20, Is78, 
died February 17, 1578. 

Jacob Hiles enlisted August 6, 18, 
in company A, 90th Ohiv volunteer in- 
fantry and was mustered] ont at Camp 


~~ 


ont 











a 





Harker, Tennessee, June 13, 1845. He 
moved from Pickaway county, Ohio, to 
Nodaway county, Missouri, October 3, 
1866, from there to Mills county, Iowa, 
Novewber 13, 1868, and to Norton 
county, March 17, 1879. and homestead- 
ed in Harrison township where he lived 
until 1881, when he moved to Alinena. 
Eas live at Iola. Allen county, Kansas, 
since August 1, 1883. 

Hiram S. Hiles and Lucy J. Harst 
were married August 20. 1885; they have 
two children. He lives in Harrison 
townskip at this tite. 

Elizabeth C. married Samnel Ff, 
Fowell on January 8U, 1889; they are 
living in Emmett township and have 
three children. 

William H. grew up a farmer lad, 





W. H. Hiles. 


was educated in public echoolsand went 


to school at Tabor college, luwa. He 
came to Norton ennnty with his parents 
in 1879 and in 1880 homesteaded a claim 
in Harrison. then a partuf Aldine town- 
chip. He commenced tenelingy school 
when 17 years old; taught in lowa, 
Missouri and Kansas. lle taught the 


first schoo] ever held in Aldine town- 
ship during winter of 1879-80. Hoe re. 
turneé to Clurinda, Iowa, in the fall of 
1880, tanugbt school and read law iu the 
office of J.R. Good. Returned to Nor- 
ton in July, 1884; he was prinetpal of 
the Norton schools in 1884-85, anid read 
law with Judge Lonis K. Pratt: he was 
appointed postmaster in September. 
1885: published the Norton Democrir 
and New Era, from November, 1886 
until May, 1891. He was admitted to 
Norton county's bat at the September 
term of district court 1891, and officed 
with Judge Pratt one year. Willian 
If. was married to Nellie A. Shafer 
May 19, 1886, who died March 24, 1ssy. 
To them were born Grover C., Septen- 
Ler 10, 1885, who died June 6, 18%). 
after suffering two years from the effects 
of awallowing a few drops of concen- 
trated lye, and Nellie. March 14, 188. 

Cituey E. Shafer was born in Carbor 
county, Pennsylvania, March & 1831. 
She was married to John A. Shafer in 
184%. He was a soldier in the 79th 
Penusylvania infantry. He died in Ne- 
braska in 1873. the widew and family 
came to Norton connty in December. 
1875. Walter, hereldest son is a plas- 
terer by trade, he lived here for sever:t! 
years: heis in Coloredo at this tne. 
J... lives in Leota township. Prank 
H., her third son, isdead. Myra. mut- 
ried Jin Gaff iu 1485: they live in Ne- 
braska. Nellie JJ.. aarried W. H. 
Hiles. Allie was born August 20. 1869: 
she is oue of our popular teachers. 
Gertie, the youngest Jauvhter, mar- 
ried R. A. Lockard. 

James A. Gall wus born in Indiana: 
his father died while he was a child. his 
invther marriad Nathan Gray who 
came here in JST8. and took the land 
three miles west of Norton that 
knowa as the Chapman farm. Gray ran 
a dairy here for several years. On 
February 11. 1880. in a fit af deapanidl- 
en¢cy he comtuiilted suicide by hanging 
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himself, 

Jim Gaff came to this country to hnut 
buifalo in 1871, he continued on the 
range until 1877 when he began farm- 





Jim Gaff. 
ing and stock raising. 
Paulet, Nebraska, at this lime, 
biography of his family bas been pub- 
lished, 

Joseph Boddy came here from Wyom- 
ing county, New York, iu the spring of 


livds at 
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187 and has lived in Norton and 
vicinity continuously éver since. He 
hasa family of six children, they all 
live in this county at this time. His 
eldest child, Carrie L., married Joho G. 
Stapp, a carpenter. She has been active 
in church and Sunday school work since 
she has grown to womanhood, Frank, 
his eldest son, married Anua Tanner, 
December j885; they have five 
children, 
famners and stock feeders. Joseph 
Boddy’s second son, George, lives on a 
farm five wiles north of Norton, be has 
never married. Delbert R., bis third 
ron, lives in Norton. is engaged in teach- 
ing aud clerking. Winfield Scott, com- 
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Frauk is one of our reliable © 


monly called ‘‘' Windy,” is a jeweler by 
trade, His youngest daughter, Flossa, 
is living at home. . 

Baker A. VanMeter, whose bioyraphy 


B. A. VanMeter. 


appeared ou the first pages of this bouk,, 
is one of our substantial business men. 





J. J. VanMeter, 
Juei J. YVanAleter, whose profile ap- 
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pears above, is one of the old timers 
here, .\ biography of him appered in 
the fore part of this work. 

William E. Handlen was born in 
Davis connty, Indiana, July 17, 1880, 
moved with his psrents to Clinton 
county, in the same state, where he re- 
mained until he reached manhood. On 
May 4, 1861, he volunteered in the 16th 
Indiana infantry and served three 
months after which he voluneored in 
the 72d Indiana regiment for three 
years. Te was at Donaldson, Tunnell 
Hill, Bulls Binff and Murfrazsville, in 
this engagement he was shot througa 
the thigh and was discharged after 
serving two and one-half yeurs. After 
recovering from his wound he volun- 
teered and served one yeatin Hancock’s 
brigade, was in the battle of Chica- 
mauga and Peach Tree creek, served all 
told over four years. 

He was matried to Awanda Jones in 
Wd; they had one child. Ephraim, 
who is well remembered here, Eph. 
was borp February 11, 18-6. He was 
mirried here iu 1884 to Ne'tie Clossen: 
they remained here antil 1458 when 
they removed to the Pacific coast. He 
lives at Mosier, Oregou, at this tine. 
They have four cnildren. 

Mrs. Handjen diel in ‘852 
buried in the Nortow Cemetery. 
Handlen married Mrs. Biackson 
Angust, 1888: they have fived in Norton 
since their marringe. 

Mr. Hand@len cama to Norton in 1876 
nnd took the land southwest of the city 
where the fair ground hus since been 
laid out, which he held and occupied as 
# homestead for wiany years. 

Ou April 15, 1879, rT. J. Gilbert and 
N6 others presented a petiion usking 
for the organization af Lenora tost- 
ehip, at the sarne time 4 py titian srgued 
by H, Mibergen and 49 others asked 
fer the organizatiun Of Alnelo town- 
ship. The board organized both town- 
ships, 
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On January 5, 1880 the comntissivners 
granted a liceusce to P. Martin to ruu. 
dram skop in Nortou. 

The year 1880 opened up with brivht 
prospects for this county, the spler- 
did crop of 1879 encouraged our peuple 


to put ont large crops. Emigration 
had come in so fast that nearly 


wl otha) vacant land had been tak. 
en upthat year. Thetown of Norton 
began to put on metropolitan airs and 
everybody expected to see it a city of 
five thousand people in a short time. 

Ou March 1. 188) there were over 
seven thonsand people in the county 
But after the crop had matured in 17% 
perhaps in early August, the last rain 
fell. This country was not evea bless- 
ed with a shower after that until June 
11, 1880. Alarge crop of fall wueai 
was planted in the fall of ’79 but net an 
acre Of it was harvested. Very little «f 
itever sprouted. On June 30, 1850, the 
worst hail storm ever experienced Cami. 
It spread over nearly the entire county 
The beaviest of it began uear the Hush 
Collins far and extended about e¢izht 
miles sonth and east crossing the Prai- 
rie Dug west of Ororoyque. That  beil 
jay in drifts notil duly 30, and iu nins 
places would have remained longer hiv! 
it not been melted by a rain which fell 
On that date, which of course melted it 
Baker VanMeter gives an account of 
using hail to freeze ice cream. twelly 
five days after it fell. A pony with sal: 
dle and bridle on was fonnd drowned in 
the creekx one half mile west of rage 
line, between ranges 24 and 23. No une 
knew the pony er saddle and nothin 
was ever heard of the owner so it w+ 
supposed to belong to some traveler 
who probably drowned ig the thoel. 
The Fourth of July iss0 wua celebrate) 
dinker a bowery near where Wri 
sture paw stands. Lider S.D. Barth t: 
delivered the oration. Reverend Bart- 
lett had epine from Ohio early in th 
spring of 880 and taken a homeste:! 
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two miles east an] five milea south of 
Norton but when the crops failed he 
wilh many others went back so he re- 
turned to his old home at Chradon, 
cilifa, late in the fall of 1880, where he 
«till resides. He was a minister in the 
Christian church and preached at Nor- 
con and Logan during his residence 
here, 

When the republican county conven- 
tion met in 1480, every ong except the 
candidates was uncertain whether he 
would remain here that winter or not; 
and even sone who bad been inentivu- 
iy available candidates in Juneund Ju 
ly had already started back ‘‘to seo their 
wive's people." The candidates for 
representative were Albert Graves and 
William Grant, but Grant withdrew 
lefore the convention was organized 
and was made chairman. James Lob- 
sitz was chosen secretary Ed flooverson 
Was sprung as a Candidate after Graut 
withdrew but only received eight votes, 
tiraves receiving the balance and the 
noinination on first ballot. L. H. 
Thompson was nominated for couuty 
attorney, Wilson Adams was chosen as 
probate judge, San uel Means county 
supevintendent, clerk of the court W. 
£. Case, commissioner froin third dist- 
rict H. C. Davis of Alwelo. 

Two weeks later the democrats met 
at the court house and OFgauized their 
conveution by electing Jerome Babcock 
chairman and Jake Riekard ag secre- 
tary. A vyolumiuous set of resolutions 
were presented by A. L. Hereford and 
Adupted py the conventrou, They, 
amon other things, demanded that 
tathford B. Hays immediately vacate 
the high office of president of the 
United States. and turu it over together 
with the ealary to Samuel J. Tilden, 
‘who had been legally elected,” “and 
that a cupy of these resolutions Le for- 
Surded to Mr. Hays at Washington.” 
They then proceeded to nominate the 
following ticket: 


tepresentative A. §. Burronghs, 
county attorney W. B. Rogers, probate 
judge D. H. Lower, clerk of the court 
Jake Rickard, commissioner J.C. Bab- 
cock. The Greenback party met and 
nominated the following ticket: 

Representative John Gishwiller, pro- 
bate judge L. B, Davis, county superin- 
teudent P. H. Loomis, comiaissioner 
Frank Sproul. 

A. L. Hereford was a young demo- 
crat who had settled here early in the 
spring of 1880. He wasa graduate of 
some law schoo! and was considered a 
rising youug attorney. He had heen 
nominated by the democrats fur attor- 
ney general, but recognizing the hope- 
lessness of being elected an the state 
ticket. a few days before the election. 
announced himself as an indepen {ent 
candidats fur county attorney, He re- 
ceived 42) votes for county atiorney aud 
272 for attornzy y3neral, but of cuurse 
was defented for both offices. He ran 
consitlerahly ahead of his ticket aa coun - 
ty attorney and received his fnJl party 
vote in the state for aliorney general. 
He left this country in thea spring of 
1881. 

Ou October 18, 1880 the hoard met in 
special session at the request of County 
Attorney Pettigrew to investigate the 
charge of forgery against M. J. FitzPat- 
rick, county clerk. Pettizres, J. W-. 
Vining and J. W. Logan were appuiat- 
ed hy the board to assist them iu mtiK- 
ing an examination of the cotunty clerk's 
books This committee svom discover- 
ed irregularities in the books and ev 
stated ina public report. FitzPatrick 
tendered his reésigtution which the 
board prowptly acceptel. On the same 
day they appointed W. T. shoemaker 
as his successor. The republican cen- 
tral Counnittee met on Octaber 24 and 
nowinated Shoewaker for county clerk 
there not Leing time eusugh to calla 
convention. Granville Reaves was his 
only opponent before the committee aud 
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then announced himself as an independ- 
ent condidate before the people, The 
election was held on November and 
resulted as follows: Representative 
Albert Graves 56%, A. 8. Burroughs 
$70, John Gishwiller 179, County attor- 
ney, L, H. Thompson 579. A. WL. Her- 
ford 420, W. B. Rogers %4; Probate 
judge, Wilson Adams 681, D. H. Lower 
261, J. B. Davia 165; County clerk. W. 
T. Shoemaker 713, Granville Reeves 
232; County superintendent, Simuel 
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Means 69, P. 11. Loomis 267: Clerk of 
court WE. Case 646. Jake Rickard 
$10; Comussioners. II. C. Davis. M4, 
J. ©. Babcock 114, Frank Sptaul 9. 

At this election the prohibition 
amendinont to the constitution was vot- 
ed on. The votein this county s'ood 
for the amendment 512 against 107. 

A petition was presented to the board 
for the organization of Modell township 
on Taly G6, 1880. The township was or- 
ganized that day. The first officers of 
Moet] were trnetee G. W. Exstiuan, 
clerk Willium Pickering. treasurer R. 
MeDaniel, justice of tie pac’ E. Tres- 
cott, constable James Chapman 
* William Pickering came here in 1879 
and has resided bere continnonsly ever 
since. 

J.B. Eastman came from Utineis m 
JSTS and Jeft in 188i.+ He lives at York. 
Nebraska. 

James Chapman came here in 1879. 
He went to Washington in 1989, Ee is 
ason-in-law of E, Trescott. 

E. Trescott came bere jn 1878. He 
was elected county surveyor in 1882 and 
was a Candidate on the third party tick- 
et ut several election. Hw is chiefly 
remembered as ierre Trescett’s father. 

Pierre ha: somewhat of 1 clieckered 
career, After obvaining goods under 
false pretenses uml brine urreste | nod 
in jail, charged with severe! crimes. be 
und his brother-in-law. Fremont Davis, 
who was his accomplice in erite. broke 
jailand eseaped. Sume years utter 


ward Davis turned up here and d.- 
manded admission tothe jail claimir 
that he had joined the Salvation Arm 
aud desired to mike amenis for | 
wrongs. Tha connty officials refns: 
to prosecute him so he was turned lonss 
Hehad married Florence Treseott but 
she had previously died and he has! 
again married. After he had broke 
jail and lefr, his wife secured a divore -: 
but they have since married and live on 
a farmin Graham county. Trescoatt- 
are somewhere or the Pacific coast. 

Henry Walleck came here in J87¥. 
Te was torn at Millersburg, Hol - 
county, Obio, March 4, 1886. He has 
been an active republican since 183". 
He got his early inspirations from [ 
Wade, Tom Corwin and Jobn Brouh. 
having known them all personally. Hi 
cast his first vote for Abraham Lincuin 
in 1860 and has never missed a genersl 
election or scratched a ticket since. Hi 
has been committeeiuan from his town 
ship for several years. 

Frei Barlow caine here in 1878 and 
settled in Modell township. He was 
cundidate for sheriff in 1879, but was 
defeated for the nomination: in 18-0) le 
was a candidate for probate judge be: 
was defeated hy Wilson Adams tur th 
pn nini‘ing, In $852 ha moaved Ww 
Aspen. Colorado. where he siill reside-. 

It. MeDaniel came to Modell in 1S°> 
and hxg resid-d there ever since: he > 
one of Modell's reliable farmers. 

J. W. Langford was born in Failte 
connty, Hingis, Jamnary 29. 1841. Ab 
accountof his army service I give iv 
his own langnage: 

“On the 22nd dav of November, 1°63 1. 
started for Prairiy DuChien to enlist a 
a voluntecr to tight the rebels. I eu!)s*- 
ed on the ard day of November credit 
ing myself to my own county where th) 
were not paying any hounty ato that 
time, they did afterward pay St2o. re 
fusine =1,000 from the city af Bose! 
I beleive I was were patriotic then than 
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lamtow. Iwas mustered into cout 
pany A. Ist Wisconsin vol. heavy artil- 
lory,lmt %a8 appointed military, or gov- 
erument detective, which position I fiil- 
ed unti] April 1864, when I resigned 
from that service and requested to be 
sent to the front. Company A was at 
thet time stationed at Battery Rogers, 
near Alexandria. Virginia. where we 
were stationed until midsummer when 
we were detailed on extra duty and 
marched out as infantry, We served in 
the infantry ninety days and were then 
sent, Apartof onr company, as head 
quarters guard to Fort Corcoran, then 
vnder the command of General D, BH. 
DeRussey, We stayed there all winter 
and in the spring of 1865 was again de- 
tailed on extra duty and marched out 
to intercept the rebel general Early in 
his march into Maryland. Weauet his 
advance guard at or near Fort Derussey 
where we succesded in checking nis ad- 
vance on Washingion City, Iwas dis- 
charged from thearmy on Angust 18, 
1865, ubout used up by exposure in the 
southern climate and With malarial 
fever. Ihadto be carried from place 
to plnce heing tua weak to walk without 
help. 1 arrived home ip this condition. 
I gradually regained a partof my for- 
luer strength. When mustered into the 
United States service I was six feet 
and three fourths ofan ine tall and 
Weighed 207 pounds and when I was 
mustered out I weighed 155 pounds. In 
eo Twas elected justice ot the peace, 
Tunning aguinst a very popular lawyer 
by the name of Anderson, whe had held 
theofiice a number of years. I ran on 
the independent ticket and was elected 
by over a two-thirds majority, Inu 1871 
[ refused to staud for revlection, think- 
ing of moving west. In the fallof 1882 
I moved to Clay county, Nebraska, and 
helped orgauize the county. Io owas a 
deluvate to the republican state con- 
vention for the purpose of sending del- 
egates to the national convention at 


Chicago, when General Grant was 
nominated for his second term. I en- 
gaged inthe merchantile business in 
Nebraska but on aveountof too niuch 
credit with a limited capital and the 
grasshopper scourge I bursted up and 
turned everything I had, except my 
team of horses, @ wagon, one cow and 
five dollars and thirty cents in money 
with what household furniture I could 
hanl and started for Kansas where | 
landed on the North Fork of the Solo- 
mou river in Norton county about four 
teen miles south of Leota. Ihere took 
up a preemption cinizm aad went to 
work to upen up a farm. The nearest 
post office was at Mr. Davis’ and the 
next nearest was Lenora which was 
about seven miles west. I established # 
post office at my house giving it the 
nnine of Modell which was finwtly mouv- 
ed to Barlow's store one and one quarter 
miles east. J was elected county super- 
intendeut of public instructious the 
first election held after Tlovated in the 
county aud was chairman of the first 
county convention hel) in the county. 

T organized a company of stare mali- 
tia and wag cominissioned captain by 
the governor of the stute. I think it 
was in 1878 or 79, but aut not sure as 
tothe date, 1 was at least in Norton 
Center when the noble red men made 
their raid through a part of Norton 
county up the Prairie Dog and Sappa 
creeks. Assvon as! returned home | 
called as many menas I could get to- 
gether and started out to find the In- 
diang but the United States soldiers 
were ahead of us. The names of my 
ligutenants were E. S. Pervianee first 
and Henry Watson second. I touk the 
firsr census that was tuken by the fov- 
ernment, of the inhabitants of the soath 
part of Norton county. Iwas eugaired 
in the land nnd law business for over 
two years ud I presume Jocated more 
people while in that business thun any 
one in that partof the county, I was 








deputy county clerk for two years and 
stood for tie nomination of county 
clerk in 1879 but withdrew my name in 
favor of FitzPatrick, a cripple, who re- 
ceived the nomin:ution rod was elected, 
who, I learned after [left there. raised 
sone county warrants and absconded. 
Twas one of his bondsmen but with- 
drew from his bond in order to move 
west. Isold my farm ou the Solomon 
in 1880 and moved to Colorado where I 
engaged in the tie’ business for two 

years when I moved west again and ar- 
rived at Montpelier, Idaho. in Septem- 
ber 22, IssY. i bad been studying medi- 
cine for a uumber of years and in the 
winter of 1883 attended a course of 
lectures and graduated 23 an RM. D. I 
bave been practicing medicine here 
since 1884 and I Weleive have given as 
good satisfaction as uuy physician could. 
My wife’s name was Martha J. Gott. 
She was a resident of Elizabeth, Illinois, 


who bore me five children, three girls 
and two boys. One of them. dJumes 
2obert died in Nebraska in 1872. My 


oldest daughter, Sarah Eliza married 
Frank Gilder, who resides in your coun- 
ty yet. She moved with her husband 
to Colorado in the spring of 1882 but 
ouly lived a short fime, leaving three 
little children. The other three child- 
- ren, George D. Edith K, ard Maggio L., 
ure living in Garden City. Utah. 
George is married and has one ehild 
living, having burried their first, a boy, 
when be wag about five months old, 
They have a girl one year old. Edith is 
married to George D. Musphez of 
Round Valley, Utah. I married my 
second wife in November, 1834. She 
has borne me four children. 

Mose and Jerry Mosier catne here in 
ISTS and settled in Modell and have re- 
mained here continnously cver since. 

Laird Bean aud bis three sons A. W., 
Delos and Ulysses came herein 1873, 
Laird Bean lives in Lenora at this time. 
A.W. married Alice Dean; they live 


on their farmin Modell. Delos remair 
ed here until 1863. Ele lives somewher: 
in Iowa. Wlysses married Alice Will 
iams; they still live in Modell. 

William Dean came in the spring of 
18.8 He is an old soldier having gerv- 
in company C. 2urd Iowa infantry. He 
tuok land in Modell bui left it fn 18s: 
aud wentto Nebraska, He came back 
and settled in Nortonin 18¢1. He ha- 
been ruuning the lemonade stand ly th 
post office for the last two years. 

Elam Spencer Barstow, was born it 
1827 in the town of Guilford, Chenange 
county, New York. Hannah VW. Dar: 
stow, (nee Walker) wife of E. S. Bar 
stow, was born in J821, in the town «f 
Oxford, Chenango county, New York. 
They were married May 15, 3855. EF. 
S. Barstow learned the carpenters 
trade at the age of 21 and worked atit 
until 1864, when he went on a@ far, 
near the town of Oxford, same county 
aud state. He afterward bought wal 
sold farms in different parts of Chenan- 
gocounty. Maitland D. Barstow wa- 
born on the 28rd duy of Sepreniber. 15.1. 
in the villnge of Duadilla, Otsego county. 
New York. Evander S was borrin the 
town of Coventry, Chenango county. 
New York, on April i#, 1857. Ida May 
(now 2frs. Edward M. Warner) wa- 
born in Coventry, ou June 14. 1863. Ali 
three children are now living. 

Maitland D. Barstow acquired nearly 
all the education he ever had after hi- 
ninteenth year by workiug by the 
month ona furn during the suminers 
und attending the ucademies at Attor. 
and Bainbridge in Chenango county 
and Woodhull, Steuben county, durive 
the winters. He comiuenced steno: 
raphy when about twenty-two ound 
continued the study at odd times for 
several years. Inthe summer of i*:> 
he hired $200 and used it to atten!) 
Wyckutfs Phonographic institate i 
Tthaca. New York. He staid in tha in- 
stitute five months, spent the money 
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und eameé ont with a letter af recom- 
mendation from Wyckoff and a speed of 
170 words a minute. Instead of being 
obliged to defend himself with a club 
trom anxious would-be employers who 
were Waiting to force upon him posi- 
tiens at two thousand dollars a year, us 
he had heen led to suppose he would 
have todo from the advertisements of 
the shorthand schools, he searched eager- 
ly for a job at any price uatil the spring 
of 1879, but without success. In the 
lute fall of 1878 he made a trip west as 
far as Fort Wayne, Indiana, im search 
of a position. There he gut strapped 
andsent home for money to get back 
with. That winter he taught school 
near the village of Greene, Chenango 
county, for $19 a month and boarded 
himself. After working at various 
places he went to Des Moines, Towa. 
He struck the city with $20 in his 
pocket and found a position the first 
day with the law firm of Wright. Cum- 
mivgs & Wright at $60 a month. He 
worked for them a year and then went 
to work for C. Gilbert Starch Company 
at $75 per month. He worked there 
eighteen inonths. In the fall of 1884, 
Gilbert, who was a Lutfalo man, an- 
nounced in the office that any roan who 
worked for him mrust vote for Grover 
Clevaland. Within an hour Barstow 
Mrehased a Hlaine & Logan badge and 
put iton his coat. Within a few days 
Mr, Peritt, the businees manager, iu- 
formed him that Mr. Gilbert had con- 
claded to get a cheaper Man, and while 
he had given satisfaction, they wontd 
tot need his services longer. He then 
went to work for Mosier & Danlberg, 
Official reporters in Des Moines, where 
he worked for uearly a year, when he 
secured a position with J. B. Watkins 
Mortgage Company at Lawrence, Kan- 
sas. After working for Watkine for 
about a month, finding that the stenog- 
Tapher was a tail that must wag to 
#very dog in the establishment, some 


eight or ten in number, he commenced 
correspondence with W. H. Pratt of 
Phillipsburg to secure the appoinr- 
ment of official reporter in the 17th ja- 
dicial district, in which he was success- 
ful. While working for Dahlberg & 
Mosier im 184, he munaged by strict 
economy to pay the £20 that he bor- 
rowed in 1878 to attend the institute 
with. He attended the courts in this 
district in the fall of 1885. That winter 
he went back tu Des Moinesand on Feb- 
Tuary 2, 1886, married Miss Ida M. 
King. who had learned shorthaud of 
him aud was then stenographer for the 
State Insurance company of Des Moines. 
He returned to Kansas with his wife in 
the spring of 1886 and setted at Norton. 
In 1582 Evander S. Barstow moved to 
Des Moines, und from there went to 
Towa City as insurance agent. He 
finally chazged his occupation to that 
of paiuter and paper hanger. In the 
spring of 188 E. S Barstow. Sr.. and 
E.S. Jr,, caine to Norton: they still re- 
sidein the city. Mrs. E.S., Jr. is one 
of the popular dresemakers here. 

E. & Barstow married Grace M. Mat- 
teson in Masonville, New York, on De- 
cember 24, 1879; they have two children, 
Ivan L. and Mabel L. 

M.D. Barstow was reappointed offi- 
cial reporter in the lth district when 
L KK. Prait becnme judge und con- 
tinued in the position until the full of 
Ixs9 when Pratt was defeated. He 
went to Ogden, Utah. occupied a posi- 
tion there for eight months and finally 
recnred the appoimtment of official re- 
porter im the 4th judicial district of 
Idaho, where he has been located fur 
three years, but now is located in Des 
Moines, Iowa. He has two children 
living, Eva P. and Kexford W. Donald 
M. died im Hailey. Idaho, July 2a, Isy1. 

M. D, isa poet of rare taste and im- 
agiuation. <A few of his poems have ap- 
peared in these columns, the most re- 
cent is given here. 
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The wind hluws westward fromthe moon. 
And the sound it gives is a howl combibed 

With the dismal cry of a wandering toou: 
And the wish] feel to ce with the wind 

Will not be conquered eoon. 


LT would ride that steed that bag Moxt speed 
Ou these billows of wind that flow and eb. 
From p brootatick down te the dawn of 2 weed 
Or the possnriner dim of a spider's web, 

Or the fuzzy Wings of a seed. 


An hour t’would take to the mountains dim. 
And another bour to tile foxs of the | - 
And an hour from there te the jeweled rim 
Of thy coral isles where the palm trees be, 
Where mertuaids dive and.sWim. 


Hains Pd flv away. 
deuce wind would Hind ne calin 
Nor np: and my sterd Would It delay. 
But I'd reach the coraline f#les of paita 

Before the bresk of day. 


Ida M. Barstow was marriel at Nor- 
ton to Edward M. Warner, of Lowa 
City, on October 20, 1891, and they 
have one child, Lucele. 

Joseph Darling and family of sons 
came here from Miami county. Kuusas, 
in March, 1879. Mr. Darling is a iniller 
by trade and worked for several years 
ju the mill at Norton. He is now too 
old to give mnch attention to labor, but 
makes his home with his children. He 
fost his wife previous to his settlement 
here. 

Orville M., his eldest son, settled six 
miles north of Norton, where he has 
one of the finest farmgin the county. 

William, his second son, came here 
but never located permimently. 

His third son, Charles, is a lather by 
trade. Fle was married in August, 1885, 
to Alice M. Ross; three children have 
been born to them. two of them still 
living, Their eldest son. Harry, acci- 
dently hung himself oa August 20), 
1889, He was standing on a box in the 
barn with hig head in the wheat din 
when a sliding door abuve 118 heaa fell 
across his neck brenkiay it. in his strug. 
wles he kicked the hux from under hig 
feet, inthat position he was found by 
his parents shortly afterward. Charles 
takes an active interest in polittes. Ee 


has always been an independent voter, 
but has affiliated with the popnilists 
party since 189), He was a canilidate 
for sheriff in 1893, but failed to get the 
nouimmetion. He was under gheritf 
under Henry Joint for two years. 

Albert Darling came here in 1879, but 
left in 1888, He is now living in Mar- 
shall, Missouri. 

Joseph, the fifth son, has been a cen- 
tral figure iu politics since the organiza- 
tion of the people's party. He has been 
chairman of the Sixth district congres- 
sional comniittee sirice 1890, and has 
frequently been mentioned for official 
honors. He was married to Anna 
Horner in 1882 ; they have two children 
living and one dead. 

George Darling married a daughter 
of John Greenwood. He lives on a farm 
in this county. 

Mr. Darling's eldest daughter, Mary. 
married Evan Howard in 1882: she died 
some years ago, after which Evan mar- 
ried Ura, the youngest daugliter of Mr. 
Darling. They live at Rush Spriugs. 
Indian Territory. 

Early in 1880 James Armstrong came 
here and opened a land office. He wis 
onewf those people who have no per- 
manent residence, but drifts from place 
to place, staying until he would exhaust 
his credit or do some other mischief. 
Ho was a great singer and made him- 
self solid with the church people ax 
soon as he arrived. He gave special 
attention to the ladies, and it soon be- 
gan to be talked about that his atren- 
tions were not strictly honorable in ill 
cases. So it came to pass some time in 
the autumn of ‘830 that he decided te 
leave fur New Mexico. He took his de- 
parturein the night eo that those whu 
were most interested in his presenc~ 
here might not know of his absence 
until be was many wiles away. V. LB. 
Beckett composed and published the 
following poem the following week i: 
the Advance: 
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THE BEKIDGE. 
(Aw sung by Attorney J. T. Armstrong D. 8B.) 


} stood ob the bridge at midnight, 
And gazed at the slumbering town. 
Anil laughed ue T thouzht of the siespers 
Who were done eo vicely brow. 


Among the lony black rafters 
Phe wavering shadows luy. 

Of homesteadersz eesh enbezzled, 
And worthlesaty thrown away, 


And like thogs walere rushing. 
Came fearn faet troopinge in, 

That perhaps my innocent vietims 
Numbered fewer than might have been. 


How often. G. how often 
fu the days that linve gone by. 

Have I allpped from towne in dark uegs, 
Leaving bills to ulmgnify. 


Now often. O, how often. 
Have I lied to maiden fair, 

And the truth and banor within me. 
Ate Kems exe pedjay rare. 


And my hearlis hat and restlese, 
And conmant ft cannot be. 

¥or its toughened reavhiag tendrils 
Are éver roaming free. 


And forever and ferever 
As long us te rlyer flows. 

As long ns the jails don't hold me 
I will add to others’ woes. 


he moon in its broken reflection. 
Willlight me a path to xa: 

So I'll make tracks from tls village. 

Tu more geniel New Mexico. 

Armstrong waa very fond of singing 
Longfellow’s poem which this cleverly 
Jarddies, and the effect of the verses 
was electrical. 

The assessed valuation for this county 
in 1880 was $324.723-22, the amount of 
taxes collected was $16,872.40; this 
showed an increase over 1879 of nearly 
two hundred thousand dollars in valua- 
tion. 

The first secret society to be organized 
in this county was the Masons, at Leoti, 
It was organized under a dispensation 
November 29, 1878. Samael L. Greeu 
Was the worshipful master, (ve cannot 
find a record of the other oflicers) and 
twelve brethren composed the first 
lodge. At the next session of the grand 
lodge J. D. MeCleverty waa grand mas- 
ter and the committee on lodges under 
dispensation, recommended that owing 
to the faci that the worshipful taster 


of Leota lodge was in the business of 
selling intoxicating liquors, and had 
been tried and found guiliy and fined 
therefor, recommended that the mat- 
ter of continuing the dispensation be re- 
fered to the incoming grand master. J. 
D. McCleverty, shortly after the close 
of the grand lodge wppointed John Bis- 
sell, of Phillipsburz, and upon his 
recommendation MeCleverty continned 
the dispensation until the 31st of De- 
cember. Af the next session of the 
grand lodge the committee of lodgee 
nnder dispensation recommended that 
owing tothe county seat naviag been 
removed to Norton it wag best for the 
craft that they be not granted a charter. 
Upon motion of John H. Brown. the 
grand secretary was authorized to issue 
certificates of good standing to the 
members, and we find vertificates were 
accordingly issned to the following: 
S. L. Green, L. P. Royd, R. W. Ellis, C. 
Conkey. H. T. Carlisle. N. Weaver, J. 
H. Main, Geo. Waters, G. W. Hood, Af. 
«A. Morrison, A. D. Hoyt, J. A. Gatf, A. 
M. Kelly, J. G, Garton, J. A. Schesner, 
O.T. Clark, A. S. Burroughs. $. L. 
Bishop, and the lodge waa discontinued. 

The preliminary steps toward organiz- 
ing a Masonic lodge in Norton way 
tuken September 10, INT& at Graves 
Bros. hardware store hy Albert Graves, 
W.R. Cannon, Henry Ohver, Wilson 
Adams, Sauimel Means, R. 11. Sevinour, 
Wallace Harmonson and F. M. Lockard. 
The lodge was organized May 19. Iss, 
by John Bissell with Albert Graves as 
W. M., Henry Oliver, S. W.: W.R. 
Cannon, J. W. The present officers are 
W.D. Little, W. M.: F. S. Hazelton, S. 
W.:C. F. Shimeall, J. W. and has 
eighty members. 

Laphtali lodge No. 810, located at 
Almena, was instituted by Master 
Workman, Watson M. Lamb. May 15. 
1888, with the following: John B, 
Welpton, W. M.: Join T. Harmonson, 
S. W.; Ira H. Reeves, J. W. and ten 





others. The charter wis granted by M. 
W., Geo. C, Kenyon, February 20, 1889. 
The officers for this year are: J, W. 
Dole, W. M.: J. W. Thomas, S. W.; 
Geo. M. Elson, J. W. and thirty-five 
members. 

Lenora lodge No. 181, was instituted 
by Master Workman M. M. Miller, May 
14, 1885. The officers were: Louis 
Mall, W. M.: J. H. Wright, S. W.: J. 
H, Green, J. W. and eix others. The 
charter wus issued by Master Workman 
S. E, Sheldon, on February 18, 1836. 
The present oflicers are Chas. I. Good- 


man, W. .; E. B. Darnell, 5. W-; 
Lincoln Lee. J. W. and twenty-four 
members. 


A great many members of this order 
hold their membership in the east und 
it is estimate tbat there are three 
hundred Masons in the county. 

‘Norton lodge No, 157, I. 0. O. F., 


was organized April /2, 187%. The 
charter members were: Hienhen Row- 
ley, David Reagan, John Wallace, 


Julian DeJean, A. G. Chambers, W. E, 
Case and A. F. Harmer. The first offi- 
cers were David Reagan. N. G.; A. CG. 
Chambers, ¥. G., W. E. Case, everetary; 
Reuben Rowley, treasnrer. 

The records burned Januury 1886, 
and the lodge did not hold a meeting 
for several years. Jt «was reorganized 
with thirteen members on April J, 1893, 
since which time the growth has been 
steady until the present membership is 
fifty-one. The present Officers are 
Samuel Teaford, N. G.; John G. Stapp, 
V.G.:; Granville 5) eley, secretary: A. 
J. Thompson, presiding secretary: Rts 
Mather, treasurer. 

The Odi Fellows have a lodge at 
Ahnena with thirty-two us-inbers; they 
were orgunized in 1883. they nlso have a 
lodge at Lenora with ninereen menibers. 

The Ancient Order of Unired Work- 
men also have a streng oTgauizition in 
this county: else the Modern Woodmen. 

The following kistory of the Norton 
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post was furnished by F. M. Snow; 
“Capt. Jarvis Pest No. £09 department 
of Kansas C1. A. R. was organized and 
niustered in as a post May 8, 188), by 
Captain McGill, of Lngan, Kansas, (now 
deceased) as miustering officer. The 
charter members were as follows: 

Wilson Adams. Lewis C. Baur, W. J. 
Bower, L. P. Burk, A. N. Clawson, E. 
E. Dopps, Samuel Edenfield. F. L. 
Eibert, Enoch Fackler, J. W. Graves, 
Truman J. Gilbert, Luther C. Havelin, 
George N. Kingsbury, Peter R. Mittan. 
C. W. Posson. Cyrus Ramage, Renben 
Rowley. Join KR. Rule, Francis 3). 
Snow. D. E. Stevens, Granville Shejey. 
Frank Stoddard, R. H. Seymour, A. J. 
Rhodes, Samuel Means, Samuel Witt. 
Emerson White, G. A. Bronson and 
Tsuae B. Hardy. 

The first meeting was held in the old 
court room. The first officers of the 
post were: J. W. Graves, post com 
mander; F. M. Snow, adjutant; Samuel 
Means, senior vice commaniler, D_ E. 
Stevens, junior vice commander; W, J. 
Bower, quartermaster; L. © Baur. 
chaplain; Emerson White, anrgeon: A. 
N, Clawson, Officer of the day; G. N. 
Kingsbury, sergeant major; E. E. 
Dopps, quartermaster sergeant, 

The following comrades have filled 
the office of post commander since its 
organization: J. W. Graves, J. K. 
Haniilton, George N. Kingsbury, J. 
Bridegroom, Wilson Adame, Josep! 
Greenwood, F. M. Snow, and J. E. 
Davis, the present post commander. 

Capt. Jarvis Post was named after 
William Jarvis, captain in the lich 
Ohio cavalry, a pioneer in the early set- 
tlement of Norton county, a men cf 
ability and culture and one whom the 
post is proud to give its name. 

The descriptive buok contains tlc 
names of one hundred and seventeen ov 
its rolls, fourteen of which are knowl! 
tu have died. 

On Janaary 2, i888, the post passed 
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tement of Norton county. a man of aud consider it a marked feature iu the 


ability aud cuitureand ene to whom the 
post is proud to give its mame. 

The descriptive book contains the 
nauies Of one huudrrd and seventeen on 
its rolls. fourteen of which are known 
to have died. 

On January 2, 1586, the post passed 
through the ordeal of a fire in which 
were lost ten inuskets, Bible, charter, 
two swords and valuable books and 
blanks. The post now occupies a hall 
neatly fitted up over the store building 
evccupied by Hugh Kirkpatrich as a 
veneral store and owned by Mime. 
Broquet. The Womans Relief Corps. 
Sous of Veterans and Ladies’ Aid Society 
nse the same hal} 

There are Grand Army Posts in ihe 
following places in the county: Eq. 
moud, Lenorz. Oronoqne and Almena. 

The post is in good condition meeting 
on the first aud third Saturday nights of 
watch month. Decoration day is ob-erved 
by all loyal citizens and old soldiers and 
before the post was organized the obser- 
vance of the day wasa marked feature of 
our people, Lut since its organization 
the gay and service has beeo wader the 
inmediate supervision of the post, and 
luive always been materially assisted by 
its auxihary, the W. R.C.. No. 14u, 
which was organized Febryaty 3, 183i. 

Siuce its organization tbe voar has 
purchased rouskets, fifes, snure and bass 
drtvas, ind received many rare awl fine 
Presents from individurls and the W. 
ROC. Ic has tried tw do its work of 
charity among thecotnrades, has always 
loyally supported every and all un: 
Certakingx hy the good citizens of our 
elty, aul I believe is held in high 
esteenr by them. 

On May 30, 1802. we enjoyed a visit 
fren: Mother Bickerdyke, the anny 
unrse who ranked Sherman aul Grant, 
~© they acknowledged) aad while her 
stay among us was only afew days yet 
We have always felt bonered by her visit 


history of our post. 

We have held wany yeunions in the 
grove south of town. procuring rents 
and securmg able speakers and ofte 
enjoyed three days of varied pleasure 
and amusement. 

Some of our camp fires have been dis. 
tinguished by the presence of the best 
oratorieal ability in the line of cant 
fire talkers in the state of Kansas. 

The Great Conunanier has dealt 
kindly with va, and although the silver 
threads ave wixed with gold and the 
stepis not so elastic as it was utew 
years ago, yet the present meinbers of 
Cant. Jarvis Post feel as though thers 
iré Miauy more happy reunions and 
cup fires for them tu enjoy this side of 
the great camping yvronnd.” 

Capt. Jarvis Relief Corps No 14, 
anvxiliary to Capt. Jarvis Past No. 209. 
G. ALR, was instituted February 24, 
1887, with thirty-five churter members. 
The cificvers for the tirst year were: 
Avs. Mary White, president: Mrs. wW, 
Adatus, s-nior vice president, Mrs. F. 
M. Duvall. jauior vies president: Mrs: 
J. Bridegroom, secretary; Mrs. FM. 
Snow, treasurer: Mrs George Kings- 
bery, conductor; Mrs W. J. Bower, 
saacd. Asis well known the eliject or 
the W. RC is tu inenieate lessons of 
patriotism aml love of country. and to 
assist the Grand Army in extending re- 
lief and sympathy to their dependent 
ones, und ty cherish and emnlate the 
memories of their noble comrades and 
heroic dead. Capt Jarvis Corps has 
ever Leen foremost in this vrumd work 
and has abways worked in harteny 
with the post, of which it is proad ta ba 
called an auviliary. Only once has 
Capt. Jarvis Corps been visited by the 
death anvel, chat of the first president, 
Mrs. White. The past presidents were: 
Mrs Mary White, Mrs. Wo Adains, Mrs. 
J. Bridegroum, Mrs. C. D. Jones, and 
Mrs EF. 8.) Hazelton. Mrs. George 





Kingsbery is president for the present 
year 
Norton camp Sons of Veterans, was 


mustered Augnst 27, 1887. They have 
tweuty members here. The S. of. V's. 


also have organizations at Oronoque 
and Edmond. 

The Knights of Pythias organized in 
Norton on October 9, 1865; they have 
ninety-eight members at this time. 

Following are the charter members: 
C. W. Sponsler, John W. Tauuer, E. lL. 
Preston, ©. L. Emery, L. M. West. J. 
W. Conway, George F. Davis, L. L. F. 
Stewart, A. M. Reeves, M. M. Reeves, 
W. W. Miller, FP. M. Duvall, W. A. 
Meeker, P. A. Blue, P. H. Loomis. A. 
S. Kuney, W. T. Shoemaker, A. M. 
Robinson, N. L. Johnson, W. H. Hiles, 
J. A. Martin and E. J. Davis. The 
first officers were C. W. Sponster, C. C.: 
John W. Tanner, P. C; E. L. Preston, 
¥.C.;C. L. Emery. P., and J. W. Con- 
way. K. of R. S., and the present are 
W.H. Biles, C. C.; John C, Brown, V. 
C.J. E. Gleason. P., and Fred Smith. 
K. of R.S. The following have served 
ag chancellor commander of the lodge: 
G. W. Sponsler, E. L. Preston, J. W. 
Conway, George F. Davis, F. M. Duvall. 
C. L. Ewery, A. 5. Kuney, W. T. 
Shoemaker, N. L. Johuson, Harry T. 
Thompson, J. A. Martin, N. J. Spencer, 
J. W. Graves, Jr., N. A. Johnson, H. 
B. Waters: W. D, Faller, H. J. Milz. 
M. F. Garrity aud W. H. Hiles. | 

Ou April 4, 1886. they organized at 
Almena, they have twenty-seven meu 
bers: there is) algo an organization at 
Lenora with twenty-seven members: 
they were organized March 20. 18%9. 

On January $, 1891, 4 petition signed 
by A.W. Eddy and sixty-five others 
asked for the organization of Noble 
towuship for the territory embracing 
what is now known as Noble and Iligh- 
land. The first officers Of the tuwn- 
ship were: G, W. Weaver, trustee; 
L. J. Register, clerk: C. A. Palmer, 
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treasurer: E. D, Roundtree and J. D. 
Gettys. justices of the peace. and J. S. 
Register and Samuel Pool. constables. 

James B. Garton came here from 
Missouri in 1874 and settled in Noble 
township. He has been an active citizen 
since his arrival here. He wasa demo- 
crat until 1886; he then became a green- 
backer and in 1888 he became a prohi- 
ditionist and has been the leader of his 
party ever since. 

James3 Pattersou and four sons, Enos, 
Aimase, Edward aod George, came from 
Iowan in 1879; they remained were until 
1890 then returned tu Suily. Iowa. 

Perry Bozarth came inthe spring of 
1879 from Iowez. He lives here yet. 

Daniel Starret came from Iowa in the 
spring of 1879 and has resided here con- 
tinuously ever since on his farm iu 
Alielo townsnip. 

F. H. Romans came in 1878 and re- 
mained until 1887. He owns one sec- 
tion of land vet. He lives im Arkausas 
at this time. 

Simneon Hudson came in the spring of 
1874 and lives here yet. 

Levi Register settled in 1879. He has 
always been active in politics and since 
1890 bas been a popniist. He was the 
candidate of his purty for register ot 
deeds in 1593 hut was defeated by J. T. 
Sinith, the republican nominee. 

George M. Weaver came fromm Iowi 
in 1879 and remained until 1889. He 
lives in Iowa at this time, 

Jobn D. Gettys came in 1879. he sold 
out and left in 1$s3, 

A. W, Eddy came from Iowa in 1879 
and has remained here ever since, 

H. C. Barnard came in 1879. He died 
here in the epripg of 18%4; his widow 
lives on the old farm at this time. 

Elder Nathan Hill came from eastern 
Kansas in 1884. He resides in easteru 
Kansas at thistime. having left in the 
spring Of 1&4. 

JT. A. Carumack came here from Iowa 
ju 1879. He has been a candidate on 


ens. 








the democratic ticket several times but 
has never been elected to any Office. He 
ig a Carpenter by trade. 

William Riddle cume in 1879 and re- 
sides here yet. 

William froly came from Iowa in 
1879 and lives here yet. 

John Kingdon came in 1880. He lives 
in the county yet. 

J. B. Vansant came herein 1852. He 
was in the Mexican and civil wars; he 
lives in the county yet, 

Hiram C. Abbott came from Nebraska 
in 18ty. He was sent to the insane 
asylum in 188%. 

Charles H. Starrett was born in Keo- 
kuk county, Iowa, December 3, 1858. 
He attended country district sehools in 
three different counticvs and five differ- 
ent districts, receiving in thirteen years 
alttle over forty months schooling. 
He commenced teaching in Adair 
county the day after he was 20 years of 
age, passing a first grade examination. 
Determining to secure more education 
he devoted his whole energy to the ac- 
complishinent of that object, enrolling 
in Monmouth college, Monimouth, 
Dlinois, iu January, 1879. Events entire- 
ly out of his contro] seemed to thwart 
this plan, and he returned the sume 
wiuter to Adair couuty to farm in 
summer and teach inthe winter, 

In the spring of 1882 he crine to Kan- 
sas, reaching Norton county in June 
expecting to help extend the Central 
Branch, but upon his arrival found 
said road run into the ground at Le- 
nora. He then turned his attention to 
contract work at wheat farming in Mc- 
Pherson county, Kansas, following this 
thres seasons, The oll idea of more 
edneation stil] being the miling passion, 
he entered Salina Normal University 
in September, 14$5, to complete a course 
in civil engineering, taking up at the 
same tine the comterciatl course, re- 
ceiving his commercial diploma in 1886 
and his engineering certificate in 1887. 


The season of 188 he spent in Nebraska 
working a partof the summer with the 
surveying force of Custer county, malk- 
ing the public roads. 

In the fall of 1890 Mr. Starret¢ settled 
on the northeast quarter of section 3, 
township 5, range 25, and has since 
been trying to make a farm. 

In April of 1890 he was appointed 
county surveyor, holding the office by 
election and re-election until January, 
1894, 

On May 80, 1891, he was married, and 
to this maion were born, June 1, 1842. a 
pair of teins, boys, John D. and Enis 1. 

Mr. Starrett bas never been a pro- 
fessional teacher though he has always 
given close altention to schools aud 
school manageivent aud has tanght 
several terms, le believes our sehoal 
system: is the inmost important subject 
before the American citizens and neat 
to the temperance cause. 

Clark Heath came from New York to 
Hebran. Nebraska, in 1870, and from 
there to this county in 1831. and settled 
in Aldine township. We was murried 
in 1860; they had ten children. His 
eldest lives in Porland, Oregon: his 
second daughter, Cora, married Artinr 


Sheley, they live here. Mr, Heuth’s 
wife died in 1880 and in 1881 he mter- 


ried again, he has one child by this auar- 
riage. 

William J, Carnine, the subject of 
this sketeh was born near Burlington, 
lowa, May 21, 147; lived with his par- 
ents on the farin until he was rbot 12 
years of age, attending the district 
schoo] im winter. At this age he with 
his parents moved to Mt, Pleasant, 
lowa, going to the How schools fur one 
year, then woving to Jefferson county, 
Indiana, Two years from this time iis 
mother died, He made his buiue with 
an uncle in Dearborn county, workiny 
for five doliara a month uutil) the war 
began, when as ufteu as he conld see a 
recruiting officer aud hear the inspiring 


its 





unusie of fife and druin he longed to 
wear the blue uniform with the big 
brass buitons, but upon application for 
enlistment Was rejected agein and 
again on account of age. Having two 
brothers at the front. one in tie 17th 
the other in the 37th Indiana, writing 
home uf the awful hardships of army 
life, of the smoke and din of battle, of 
the wounded, dying and dead on every 
hand, he says he seemed the more 
eager to go: so, at last, On the &th day 
of Febraary, 1865, he enlisted in Capt. 
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Williatn J. Dillon's company D. 146 
Indiana yol. He was in Virginia and 
Maryland under the hero of Gettysburg 
Major Genera] Haneock. He was 
nuustered into service on February 20, 
1S. at Indianapolis, Indiana, He AS 
inustered ont August 3U. 1865, at Balti- 
more. Maryland, He began farming 
again in fowa in 188, duly Fourth he 


Was lnarried toSarah FP. Hagler. They 
have nine children: Effie. Othe, A:nos, 


Stanley, Lulu. Johnnie. Mamie, Frank 
and Ruth. September 12. 1870. they 


Started westward, stopping at. the then 
infant. town of Clay Ceuter they beran 
to thiuk of a permuinent home in sunny 
Kansas. After looking around a few 
days found they were monarchs of near- 
ly all they surveyed and homesteadel 
land on the west bunk of the Republic- 
aniriver, The following ten years were 
interspersed with snushine and shadow, 
niostly sunshine, all in all they say 
the happiest decade of their lives. Now 
while so pleasantly situated. W. J. says 
he, like most men some time in their 
lives, thought he ought to be making 
money mere rapidly, Foolish dream in 
aventure in speculation, He says he 
suldeniy awoke tu the well paid for fact 
that all men can’t specninte snccessful- 
ly He says this digression fram home 
and plenty was made at Jewell City aud 
Beloit, Kansas. In March tsyso they 
woved to Norton county and settled up- 
on the lanl now owned by James Nor- 
iaan. three years liter buying and mov- 
ing te the lke Diehingon farmnin Leota 
township where he has lived continu- 
ously ever since, except three months 
spent in Denver. His eldest danghter. 
Effie, married Joseph Cutberth in March 
Tse, Carnine has always been a repuk- 
lican. He was a candidute fur register 
of deeds in 1850 but failed to get the 
nomination. He has been an ofticer of 
his township and school district sever:i 
times since Le caine here. 

E:dlward T, Rhoades, the subject of 
this sketch made his apnearance upon 
the stage of life September 21. 1841. in 
Brown county, Ohio. At the ave of 14 
he moved with his parents to VanBuren 
county, Iowa, where he resided yutil 
July Wt). His education was received 
in the obi leg school honses of Ohio and 
Towa under the rigor of the anasters. 

Ju July 1861 he entered the army in 
the rexinent known as tue Black Hawk 
cavalry, near Keokuk. Iowa, consistine 
of about equal ntumbers af Sowa. Iinois 
and Missouri troops. Their first serv 








ive was at Macon City Missenri. Here 
they hegan to get a foretuste of the 
hardships of army life. he regiment 
went into eainp at this place on the fair 
vrounds in snow three feet deep. 

The regiment not being full it was 
consolidated with Missouri companies 
aud given the name of the ith, Missou- 
ricavalry. This almost cansed a mnti- 
ny among the Jown and Winois boys. 
A great muny left and joined the 8rd 
Iowa cavalry and other Jowa and Jili- 
noig tegunents. The subject of this 
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sketch remained in the old regiment, 
untirching to Lexingtou, Missouri, in the 
spring of 1862 where the regiment was 
detailed as provest marshal guard for 
nix or eight months andl participated jan 
wuerrilla waretare alung the Mississippi 
liver in the saddles almost day and 
night for three or four days ata tinte: 
rhomng such men as Quantrill, Hayes, 
Shepherd and the James and Younger 
boys, 

An engagement with these chaps one 


morning resulted iu the killing of six 
of the bushwhackers and wounding uf 
one Union soldier. 

Over 95 per cont of this regiment at 
that time were boys under 21) years of 
age. Mr. Rhoades at that time being 
only a boy lost bis health and was dis- 
charged at Sedalia, Missouri. Retnrn- 
ing home he entered the service aysin 
ina regiment known us the Milton 
Rangers. He was elected first lieuten- 
unt, commissioned by Governor Stone 
of lows und served until the close of the 
war, 

Janoary V1, 1865. he married Afizy 
Bliza Ann Hagler of Milton, Towa, 2 
neh respected acd amiable young 
woman. Being left fatherles’ at the 
age of 13 she with her mother and two 
sisters kept the little family together 
until the sisters grew to Wonlanhoed. 
After having completed a common 
school education Miss Haier wits clos- 
en by Edward T, Rhoudes to be his 
helpmiate: and this union has proven to 
bea very huppy one. To Mr.’and Mrs, 
Rhoades have oeen born six children, 
two haying died in infaney, feur are 
still living; Abigail C,, Willigm A., 
Frank B. und Robert A. all of whom 
are still at home. 

In 1872 Mr. Jthowles with hig faanily 
moved from Milton, Iowa, to Tayler 
county, Towa. remalning until svt 
when the Sunfiower ennpire was adopter! 
asthe home, settling at Marysville. 
Murshall county, In 3889 he benehe 
whatis known as Ruble, Wyinere and 
Hill tract of land upyen which band he i8 
ati) living. As oa furtmer ual stock 
raiser he has been decidedly zueeessful, 
His farm nt present consists of 800 ncres 
of valley laud, 

In politics he bag been aud. is 
stauneh republican. He has reptesctt- 
ed his township in nearly every county 
convention since coming tao Norton 
county. Though he has often teen 
urged to become a candidate for diifer: 





ent positions of honor by his party he 
has refused the:n all, prefering to re- 
main a private. Asa citizen of Norton 
he has always been first und last in fav- 
or ofallits improvements that lave a 
tendeucy to build up at home or give as 
eredit abroad. 

Dan Fart was born in Morrow coun- 
ty, Ohio, November 6, 1855. He lived 
with his parents an the farm and ut- 
tended the district school. In 1873 he 
attended the high school at M1. Gilead. 
Ohio: attenden Normal school at Wortit- 
jugton, Ohio. in 1877 and at Valparaiso, 
Tnliana, in 1379, He was muacricd to 
Lizzie Gregg of Knox county, Obio, 
Jnne 6, 1880; removed with Lis family 
to Missonri in the spriug of S82, where 
he farmed in summer and tanght school 
in winter. He remvuved with his tami- 
ly to Norton county, Kansas, in the 
spring of 1885 aud settled on a claim in 
Solomon towuship, where he continued 
the business of farming and teaching 
until the winter of 18!0.  Flis wife. for- 
merly Lizzie Gregy. Was born in Mans- 
field. Ohio. June 18, t86). Five ehild- 
ren have been born tu them: four of 
ewhom yet survive, viz: Wain. B. born 
May,16, 188): Mary born March 8, 1884: 
Leslie born April 4, 188t: Ethel boru 
November 4, 18!0: Howard was born 
July, 1, 1882 and digd April 1ss6, 

Hart was a republiean until 1890, He 
has been a popniist since that tite, He 
was nominnted and elected clerk of the 
court in 1890 nnd was reelected jn 1892. 
He is regarded 2s one of the leaders of 
the conservative element of the populi-t 
purty. 

Lewis J. Holeoml orn in 
Wyoming county, New York. March 5, 
1848, He wae raised on a farin nud re- 
ceived a common schoo! edneation, He 
moved with his parents to santheru. [n- 
diana in 1859, He worked for two 
years on the Walush and Erie canal. 
He was married in Ist te Carcline 
Petrie. Fight enitdren have been bor: 


Was 
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to them, seven of whom are living. Fis 
eldest son, Clande, is imarried and live. 
in Garfield township, He moved tu. 
Mahaska county, Tawa, in INTL: and 
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from there to Norton 
Mr. Holeomb was an enthusiastic 
publican until 189, He has since been 
populist. standing high iu its councils. 
and a speak-r of cousiderable force, 
John T. Sinith was born May 4. 1842, 
near Bellefontaine, Logan county, Ohic. 
He enlisted in Company E, (3th Onis 
infantry June 10, 1861. First battle at 
Carnifax Ferry, West Virginia. serum! 
at Gauley Bridge. third at Colton’: 
Mills, fuarth at Shilon, April. 7, rMti2. 
He was wounde’l in right foot and Jett 
lreast on the 7th. Tue next battle he 
was in was three days, battle at Sterne 
river. Here ie was weanded in the hew! 
nnd taken prisoner andl sent ta Libbs 
prison via Atlanta, Georgia: was th 
Libby farty days when he was exenany: 
ed. He was with a tegiment four days 
at Chiemuangua, alsv at Mission ridue. 
with Sherinan in the Atlanta cian pain. 


county in 1885. 


ues 


alr Re 





2un, 








in battle of Rucky Fuce ridge, Reseca 
and Cassville. He was wounded in the 
shoulder at Pickett’s Mil’s. He was in 
battle at Kennesaw anountain and Ma- 
riette. He was wounded at Peach Tree 
creek, July 14 1804. was in battle at 
Love Joy station when Sherman started 
un hig mareh to the sea. He came back 
under Thomas. He wasin the battles 
of Spring Hill and Frauklia, and was at 
Nashville when Lee surrendered. was 
ardered to Texas and mustered ont with 
regiment, $4 men, January 12, 186; hay- 
ing served sawe organization fonr years, 
seven months and three days. He en- 
listed asa private and was mad: ser- 
esantin July 1962, and muatered out as 
first sergeant. He was married 10 Miss 
Jennie Williams of Mt. Vietory. Obto, 
Jane 1869, Four children have been 
born tothem, Alplia M., aged 24 years 
is married and fanning near Edmond. 
Dwight M., age 4), ix Court stenograph- 
er in 12th Kansas district. Tirgalls Z. 
ave tl and, only daughter, little Dessie. 
He cume from Onio to Rooks ciunty, 
Kaneas, in 1879, and to Norton county 
in i881, He was raiselon a farm and 
fyrmed since in Natmsus and traded in 
yeu] estate, soinerimes Making a hat full 
of mouey and sumetimes net sO mech. 

Jack has always been a republican 
He wasa delegate from this county to 
the congressional couvemsiun at Stock- 
ton in 1886, and supported Louis Faun 
back far congress, He was a candidate 
for register of deeds in 188, but was de- 
feated at the primaries by J. C. Newell. 
He was nominued for the same gflice 
by the republicans in 1893. and was 
elected defeating L. J, Reyester. He is 
hulding the office at this tine. 

On January 10, 1881, a petition sign- 
ed by Jesse S. Wright and sixty-two 
loval yuters asked that townehip 2. 
Tunwe 22 be made n township to be call 
ed Eiminett. The prayer of the petition- 
ters was granted and February ] set to 
elect township Officers which resulted 
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as follows: Trustee F. M. Snow, clerk 
Henry Henthorn, treasurer }idwin Kel- 
sey. constables A. S. Curry and &. B, 
Brown. rvad overseer Morris Atkinson. 
Amohy the early settlers of Emmett 
that have not been previously mention- 
ed are Dudley Morris who came here 
from eastern Kansas in the spring of 
1878 and nioved his family here in 1875, 
and setdledin Euamnett township. He 
left here in 1890 and tives ut) Talmage, 
Nebraska, at this time. His eldest 
danghrer, Mollie. whois well remem- 
bered here. marri«l Emery Worley 
sone vears ago and Lives at Washing- 
ton, Kansns. Another danyvhter. Belle, 
married P, EH. Crohan before they came 
here. Crohan eame herein 1877. Mrs. 
Crohan Lécame insaue in t887 atl) was 
seut to the insane asyluin at) Topeka 
where she has remuine)] ever since. 
Patsy Crohan has remained here with 
twoof his children ever since, The 
youngest child is with its auntat Wash- 
ington, Kansas. Mr. Croban has been 
a prominent figure in polities since 
coming here. tHe has been township 
trustee of Emmett towuship sever! 
times anc has frequently been wention- 
ed for a ¢connty cfiiee. Ile hrs also 
served severu] terms as justice of the 
peace of his township. He has always 
been a republican and hus been a inei- 
ber of the county central comunittee for 
several yeurs. tle was pust master ni 
Calvert from 1869 to 1893. 

Dudley’s oldest son, Bert, is also well 
known here. Heleft here in 1897 A 
daughter, Ella, married R. L MeVook, 
Linu Cook, as he was familiarly called, 
was a prominent figure iu the early days 
coming tu this county ia Ist and re- 
inained here until Weland finally suc- 
ceeded in leaving the county without 4 
friend. He hetrnyed the confidence of 
all bis friends and left here with fn)! 
consent of all Hewent to the Black 
Hills and tinally died. Eis wife has 
since warried & man by the name of 








Knacke. They live at Talmage, Ne- 
braska Another daughter, Dora, mar- 
ried Eugene D. Mills. They have been 
previously mentioned. They live at 
Taluuge. Nebraska. Eugene is in the 
windraill business aud occasionally vis- 
its Norton in conneetion with his busi- 
ness. Ambrose Morris also Jolin are 
living at Talmage and are farming fora 
living. 

John Diefenbach came here in J873 
aunt took land on Battle creek He re- 
mained here yutil i892: he lives in 
Montgomery county, Kansas, at Chis 
time 

Menry iienthorn came in 1874; he 
lives in Alauena township at this time. 

O. F. Stever caine in the fall of 197s 
and has remained here ever since with 
the exception of two yeurs on the Pa- 
cific coast in 1880 und 1890. 

John Cook came in 187s and settled in 
Giurfeld township, he lives in Emmet 
at this time. 

Nels and John Wansberry came from 
Brown county ia 1878; they went to 
Oregou in 1Ssi, 

Edwin Kelsey came in 1899. setiling 
in Emmett tewnship where he still re- 
Sides Itis his annunced regret that 
for twenty-five vears he was blind 
cuough to vote the repnblican ticket. 
At present he ig a poprlist, 

Prank Haffimaster cde in 1879; he is 
one of Einnmett’s successful farmers. 

Willace Tupper came im 187s and 
settled Eminett township: he lives in Al- 
mena at this time. 

Charley Nelson ciume from Sweden in 
Isiand settled in Emmett towuship and 
lives here vet. 

‘Theodore Eulingfelt came here an 
i876 and has reinained here continuons- 
ly ever since, 

John Laird came in 187: he lives here 
yet. 

Joseph Long cume in 1878 he is one of 
the successful farmers of Emmett town- 
Bhip. 











Frank Hizh came in iSTS: he left jy 
1850 and lives iu Nebraska at this tine 

John T. Johuson caine here in May, 
137%, and settled in Enmett townshi 
aud hus lived here continously ever 
since. Having came here from Waun- 
ttingee county, Kausas, he was given 
the name of Waubunsce, which has 
stuck to him ever since. His eldest gun. 
N. L., ig our present eouuty treasurer, 
His eldest daughter, Clara, married X, 
L, Peyton, they live in Colorado at thi- 
time. His second son, William, lives 
ona farm in Himett township, Katie. 
his secend danuhter, is the assistant 
County treasurer, ant one of the most 
efficient and obliging officials in the 
court hense. I[lis youngest son, Johu. 
lives on a farm near his favher. His 
Youngest daughter, Carrie, married 
Jesse Reaner, they live ona farm jy 
Emniert township. 

Johy Nolau was born in Ireland hut 
came to the United States while a youn 
mau. Fe setrled in Emmett townships 
with his family of five gous and tive 
daughters in isT8 and has reinained 
here continonsly ever since, In 1s: 
his four eldest sons. Thomas, Jr., 
Micha+l, ful and Patriek went to the 
Cherokee strip where they secured goo 
claims ou the Cimarrun river, 

In the spring of 1874 Pres Crevlin ail 
James Peyton came here from [ow2 and 
took land four miles northeast of Nur- 
ton. Crevlin left here in 1882; he lives 
at Decatur City. luwa, at this time. 
H. M. Waller now owns anil resides on 
the Crevling homestead. 

James Peyton remained here until 
1890. He lives at this time at Leon, 
Towa. His old homestend is now owneil 
by Mr. Webster. 

Nathan Peyton cume kere in 175. 
Ho abandoned his family in 1877 and 
left the country. His wife lived her 
for several years with her danvhier, 
Mrs. T. A. Rogers. hut went to relatives 
in Towa in {S80 sind died there in i887. 








Nat L. Peyton, his youugest son, is 
weil known here. A brief mention of 
lim appears elsewhere. 

Granville Reeves came here from 
Fremont county, lowa, in 1877 and took 
inud in Emmett township. Tie same 
furm is now owned by Mr. W elsster. 
He bought the timber claim one mile 
north of Norter of John R. Hamilton 
in the fall of 1884, and lived there until 
in the spring of 1893. and went to Ben- 
tenville, Arkansas, where he is engaged 
in the real estate nnd loan business. He 
was a candidate for county clerk in 
i879 bat was defeated by W. ‘Tl. Shov- 
muker. He was several times trustee 
uf Center township. 

fra Reaves came here in 1874 and took 
ahomestead. Came with his family in 
i877 and settled at Almena. He is now 
sugaged in farming aud the practice of 
medicine. He is a ropulist in politics 
and has twice been the uominee of bis 
varty for coroner, but was defeated 
both times by Dr. Turner. 

Franklin F. Reeves was born August 
17, INSY. in Meiggs county, Ohio, emi- 
‘rated to Warren county, Iowa, iu 185s. 
He attended the cxannon schools, also 
titended Simnson’s Centinary college at 
Indianola, Iowa, one yer. He caine to 
Kansns in the spring of 18¢3. He was 
inarried to Lueiuda Irvin in (874: fone 
‘aldren were born: Cfella, Burton, 
Florence and Prank. Tle is one of 
Einmett’s successful farmers. Ho isa 
republican in politics. 

A. Mae Reeves cane here in the 
spring of 388) and opened a jewelry 
‘tore in Nortou. He remained here in 
lusiness antil September. 1500. wher 
he sold out to Kelly & Graves, Be 
iives at Fayetteville, Arkansas, at this 
lone. 

Mibert Donaldson cniue here in the 
all of t879. He was in the aruy, in 

ninpany I, first Kentucky  cipital 
siards. His wife isa sister of George 
Chord, whe is well remembered here: 


they have four children. Jie is # re- 
liable farmer and a repuclican. 

Samuel Jones was born in Putman 
connty, Missouri, Jauuary 20.1837, He 
was a iember of company 1, 1th 
Misseuri infantry; be was in several 
har@ fonght battles and went with 
Sherman tothe sea. He settled here in 
the fall of 18/8 and has resided con- 
tinuously ever siuce iu Emmett town- 
ship. tHe has a family of eight children: 
he has always been a republican. 

dali Moore came here in 1378 and has 
lived on a fart near Ahnena ever since. 

Greorge Chord caine in 1875 and lefs 
in 186; he Hves in Washington, nea: 
Seattle, 

On February 3, 1881, Hugh Lindsay 
resigued as commissioner from the first 
district aud H, A. Brovks was appointed 
to fill the vacaucy. The record does not 
say who made the uppointment, but it 
is probable that the other members otf 
the board inade it. H. A. Brooks entne 
in 1879; he has since become a physician 
and lives in Kirwin at this time. 

Emereth Wray was born September 
22, 1844, in Berrian county, Michigan: 
be received a common schoo! ednestio: 
and resided on a tarm until August. 
1862. when he enlisted in vompnuuy K, 
23th Michigan volunteer infautry. and 
served until July. 1865, when he was 
discharged by order of the president 
serving in all not quite three years, 
Duriuy his tirst year’s service he hal « 
violent atrack of lang fever. whieh so 
disabled hina that he was transferred to 
the lith United States veteran reserve 
corps und made au orderiy a: Lienten- 
ant Colonel Flod’s headquarters, Afler 
the war he returned to his oll droine in 
Michigan and resumed farming. In 
i867 he was married to Miss Sarai Pan- 
ten of Grane couuty. Indica, sho wis 
born April 22. 1850. in the alv-ve name i 
cunuty. <Affler faruiine fer severn! 
yeurs in the states of Michisan. Iliteis 
and Jiniana he removed the baat 
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named state in 1879 to Norton county, 
and took up a homestead in Highland 
towusiip, which he still owns. About 
one yearago he moved to Dellvale in 
Leota township. and purchased a store 
antlis now engaged in mercantile busi- 
ness, He and his wife are both mem- 
bers of the Disciple church, having 
united with them years ago. Three 
children pave been born to thent of 
which two are now living. Ed, the 
elilest, was born in Michigan, Septem- 
ber 2, 1863. He removed with his par- 
ents to this county iu is7Y aud has re- 
sided here since; he received his educa- 
tion mostly thraugh his owo unaided 
efforts as schools in Highland town- 
ship were few and far between for some 
Years. He has taught several terms of 
school jn Norton county and is a de- 
cided success as a teacher. He is in 
polities a republican and was appointed 
postmaster at Dellvale by President 
Harrison, During several of the jate 
poliuiesl campaigns he has written 
articles for the local papers. under vati- 
ous nom de pluines. which have attracted 
considerable attention. He is a metn- 
ber of the Disciple church aud ulso of 
“the Christiau Endeavor. He was mar. 
ried in April of this year tou Miss Bertha 
Powell, who was born in Marshall 
county. Illinois. She moved with her 
parents while young to Iowa and was 
educated in the coniunon schools fisish- 
ing at Cornell college in IJ8Y1. She 
came to this county with her parents; 
she is an accomplished school and musi¢ 
teacher Edis a republican in polities, 
J. A, Wray, the second son. was born 
in August, 1870. in Michigan, and re- 
ceived a common schoul education. Fle 
is a farmer and lives with his parents at 
Dellvale, Della, the vouuyest, was 
born in Wlinois in 1874 and died io 
Indiana in 1876, 
James Paxtou came herein 1873 anid 
settled in Leota tuwuship and remained 
until the spring of 1894. He is now lo. 


cated in the suuthern part of Missour, 
where he expects to remain perruanen | 
Iv, 

Saninel Paxton came in 1874 aud fy 
remuzined here contintonsly ever sinre, 
fle ig running a hoarding house at Del. 
vale at this time, 

Trowis Paxton came in 184, He 
left in 1802. He resides in Michiger, 
at this time. 2 

William Paxton came here iu 1o74. 
He lett in 1893. Helives in Mirhiga 
also, 

fli. Paxton caine in 18974. 
here vet. 

Robert W. Ellis came here in the fal} 
af 2874. He took an active part im th 
upbuiiding of our new country. He wa- 
county treasurer one term and sto: 7 
high io the estimation of his acquaint: 
ances, He was an old soldier. fe 
died in June 1893 and was buried by the 
Norton Masonic lodge of which he wa: 
an honored member. Hig three sone. 
James. John and Robert jr., all live i: 
this county at the presant time. Hi- 
eldest daughter married Dell Morrison. 
She died in 1898. His second daughter 
married John K. Gray. His rhird 
Gaughter marriel Jo Builer {lis 
fourth dunghter married Samuel Cam) 
bell. His youngest daughter iarrio’ 
Charley Cummings. 

Gil Wiley. came here in the fall of 
1842, He wasa baffalo hunter by oe- 
enprtion. Hie left this county in i578. 

Jake Barnett came here in the winter 
of 1873. He remained here abpont ove 
year, He was back here with a bo ard- 
ing train when the B. & M. built in. 

P. Warner was an old titer: ne esi 
here in 1874 and died at Leota in 11. 
and js buried xt the old Leota cemelery. 

William LE, Burnham came here i 
S79, He was a republican nutil 1s! 
since then he has Leen a populist. Hi: 
wis the candidate of his party for 
county commissioner in 1891, but wa 
defeated. He was alsu the pepnilist 


He lives 





nominee for sheriff in 1895, bnt was de- 
feated by George Betterton, He is a 
prosperous farmer and owns two fine 
farnis northwest of this city. 

Sra Burphavt caine in the spring of 
1879 from lowa. He remained on his 
frrm, six miles northwest of Norton, 
until £483, He lives in Stauton county, 
Nebraska, at. this time. 

\ oT. OBanion came im V9 and 
tok land six miles uorthwest of Norton. 
He remained here uutil 1867 when he, 
accompained by Mrs. Leroy Howell, 
eft the country together; they lve 
some where in Nebracky, It is rumored 
tha: she is suceessfully raising another 
family since she left here. 

Theophilus Snyder came from Penn- 
sylvania in the year 1878. He was born 
in Germany and came to America in 
1817, when he was 10 years of age. and 
lived in New Jersey and Pennslyvania 
until he cane to Kansas. where he 
operared a blacksmith and wagou shop 
for twelve years. He has raised a fami 
ly of four boys and two girls. George. 
the eldest. is one of our popular teachers, 
but is pow in Chicago with @ }rominent 
law firm asstevographer and typewriter. 
Fred C., the second zou. is 24 years of 
age; Ralpa W. is 1%, Katie R. is 14. 
Clarence is 12 and Amelia is 8 years of 
age. Mr. Snyder is at ,work for a 
stnelter in Leadville. a position he has 
held for two years. His fanuly still re- 
silus on the farm one mile south of 
Norton. 

Dr. Willian Roekewell on aceonnt of 
failiny beath came to Serfon counry 
with his wife and two little girls in) the 
Winter of Is, The Dr. located on 
what was known as the Plongher farm 
znd Inid ont a town whieh by the unan- 
jinona voie of the people was nated 
Rockwell City: Rockwell townships 
later was uamed for him also, 
He built a store andiwas doing a zood 
business. He only lived six tenths 
after taking posession of his vew homie. 
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The Dr. died September 18, aye 
S4 years. His wife and two little giris 


were leffto fight life's battles alone 
Mrs Rockwell moved her store to Nor- 
cutur when that town laid ont. 
She owns the Pioneer store being the 
firstonue to Open up business there. 
Edith, the oldest daughter, was mar- 
ried Jannary (4, 1893 to W. T. Graham 
of Bartlett, Ohio, traveling salesman 
for Syinus Grocery Co., Atchison. 
Fthel, the youngest daughter, was mar- 
rie! June 2). 1893, to Jny Olney, the 
pioneer banker of Norcatar. 

James M. Campbell left Warrlett. 
fowa. tor Norton county on a buifalo 
huat July &, 1872. The first Luffalo he 
siw after arriving here was near James 
Atkins’ place, and the first one be 
shot at was uear Mr. Ward's house, and 
he killed the first one on the bead of 
Long Branch. They got fourteen bDnf- 
falo. News Cope made them believe 
that they ought to locate here and he 
proposed as they had plenty of time and 
a youd hunt. that they lay over a day of 
so and he wauld show them the Country. 
A brother-in-law of Mr. Campbell. W. 
E. Pack. accompanied the party and he 
decided that hu wanted te locate, <Ac- 
cordingly they took the sontheast quar- 
ter of section 1” nnd the southwest 
quarter of section 20, towuship 4. range 
23. Pack only retnained cue year and 
then went back to lowa. so Jim got 
both chiims and Owns them yet. On 
October 3, 1873, he landed on his claims 
witb his family. In the spring of 1s04. 
after breaking sixty acres Jim Camp- 
bell, John Huwphrey and Jim Afa- 
loney started on a buifulo hunt. On 
the Ist of July they were in Wallace 
when Jim suddenly remembered that 
he had promised 1. N. Cope that ho 
would be at home for the Fourth of 
July dauce; so he startel for Leota, a 
distance of 20U miles. A brief discrip- 
tion of his trip is here given as ke 
writes if: 


was 
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“Tstarted for home. a tong 200 miles, 
through a country entirely new to me. 
I followed the K.P. railroad for about 
halfaday. Tthought it went too far 
south so I left it and took 1 diree- 
tion that I thought would Iand meat 
home, I traveled till the afternoon of 
the fourth day and weversaw 2 huimun 
being, and all the way across the wild 
prairie without a single mile of road, 
I struck the Sviomon sumeylace be- 
tween Edmond an’ Lenora about J 
oclock of the 4th. I unhitched my 
mules and let thei feed about an hour 
and eeoked my dinner. As} was hiteh- 
ing np forstart aman cawe along punt- 
ing horses. Iusked htm whit stream that 
was, he said he thought it was the 
north branch of the Solomon, and asked 
me where I tived. I told him on the 
Prairie Dog, west of Norton. he seid 
i“think it is the next creek north of 
here.” F asked him if he could give me 
the direction tu Norton, he said he 
could not, but though it was northwest. 
I got home about .n honr before sunset, 
and no one there. but before I got uly 
team turned loose a Jittle girl ran np to 
teand said that Mra. Campbell had 
gone to the dance, “They were afrnid 
you would not get back, and wanted all 
the women to be there,” that my snpper 
was al] ready for mg and my clothes 
laid ont handy. While? ate my sup. 
per I sized up the situition in this way: 
Its about eight miles to walk if 1 go te 
the dance. und I wont ase iny team any 
more till they rest up some, and I wont 
feel like dancing if I walk. se I wont go, 
but willtuke my gun and killag ante- 
lope that I saw about a inile away, as [ 
had brought nomeat home, ‘he ante- 
lope traveled east and «when dark enme 
upon me [Twas uearly hilf way to the 
danee. Isat dowa and ponlered thus: 
The devil. Pwish | had clean clothes 
on and I would snre vote the dauce. I 
wonld see Mrs. Maloney and vive her 
this meney that Jim sent to her, and 


here J] am with overalls, shirt and hat 
aad buffalo shank inocensins that have 
been on me for it month, and are gatn. 
rated with blood 11] they would stand 
up alewe, except the moceasins, they 
only last three days. So thought 1 
would goto John Cooper's drug store 
and have some fun with the bors, as 
clothes wouldn't cut any figure there. 
And by the great horn spoons, Mrs. 
Maloney and Willie met me on the 
street and wanted me to go in the bull 
room. I argned dirty clothes, but it 
was ue good. one on either side walled 
mein. Aflerlsaw [had to take it and 
the directions said dance, I think 1 eu- 
joyed myself as well as a school mar 
could. 

The last of July or first of August. 
1874. (ine hottest day in the past twenty 
years. and Ithink it was on Sunday) 
Brother John and myself were workipy 
np to a large nerd of buifaloon Bow 
creek in Sheridan connty. As the dry 
channel of the creek was deep and very 
crouked. we skulked along to get close 
to the herd. Iwas leading as J had had 
Some experience (and have sears to 
prove it.) John was hunting for # 
chance to gain some notoriety. anid we 
had to zet a stand on the herd and kill 
aS nlwy us we Wanted io skin that hor 
day. When we were about three 
quarters of a mile of the main herd on 
turning a short crook in the draw 
sawa buffalo linmp a short distance 
from me. I droped on the gruund and 
motioned John to craw] Upche bauk in 
sone deep trails that erossedt the draw 
at that point. I thousht the whole herd 
was coming down the draw and | 
wanted to sive them all the ron pos- 
sible. After waiting alont fve min- 
nutes amd seeing no siens of lntfak 
Tenrefully crept up to where] couhl see 
over the bank and there stood one Int. 
fala asleep, the wind in our favor, | 
motioned for Fobn te crawl carefully 
up wal take aluvk athin. We crawler! 





and thought we 


hack a short distance 


would waite till be went away AS 
we did not want to shoot him 
for it wonld stampede the herd 


but he would not stir, Jobn said, ‘1 
wish T had him by the horus. I would 
hold pim and you ent bis threat. and 1 
beleive leould eateh him whil  beis 
ugleep bis head is this way and +o close 
to that baad ia tae draw’ (It struck 
ine to have some fui. Tean fix him so 
you van get bold his horns, Tsaid, ‘All 
right,” said Juhn, ‘I will hold him.” 
So] took nearly all the powder out of a 
nell, replaced the ballet and.was ready 


‘o knock him down. John was in the 
crook in the draw not more than 25 feet 
from a good deal higher job than he 
expected. Bnt he said all that he was 
afraid of was that I wenld not knock 
the baffle down. J kuew that was # 
Mre thing ifl could ke p frem laugh: 
ing loug enough to make a good shot, 
for Twas imaginia; a lot of tam Bear at 
hand. Bang went old Mary Ann, 
sthat was the mune of my Sharp's riffe), 
mul down went the buffalo and up he 
jumped abort as qniek as he went down, 
Rat Jobo gota firm hoki on both horas 
and then the fun began. At first Join 
langhed as ke held the bull by the horns 


as hestasgered in the draw, but in 
about uve minutes lie besnn to hurry 
me up to cut its throat, and about that 
timethe buffalo ran ont or the draw 
with Johu and I will bet there was the 
liveliest time ou record. The  buil 
would lunge at John and tass him arins 
length iu the air, then wonnd around 
aniarounc, John swinging paraliel in 
the ar and vetting to ine. “Jim shoot. 
d-- it, shoat * I ston by with Marv 
Ann tomy face but justas 1 was think- 
ing I would kill the buffalo as soon as 


that round ended. for it was vetting 
too dangerous ti be fsa fur ae any 





trail ard 


longer, the bull fell in a deep 
Jone held hia by getting his thuimo 


and fingersiu-his nose and fo cut his 
throat. After Juan got through curs 
ing me for notshcoting “when oa felles 
waa in such ad—1 fix, we wrni on ty 
the berd, (the show bad not isturbe! 
them yet) but Jchustaved Wack sayin 
he had got cnaugh bnffaly for one day, 
I got a siand on the herd and vot fur. 


teem. the most lever pot on a single 
stand. 
The accompanying cut isa fae simile 


ofthe bull dubu Campbell held aml 
killed. 
Jinnes Campbell was a cuptain of slate 
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militia in IST, le was commissioned 
by governor of the siate Thos. A. Os- 
borne. He has always been a demo- 
cratand was the nominee of his party 
for sheriff in 1810 but was defeated by 
JW. Vining. Four children have 
been corn to theiu: Mary E. October 13, 
1349,died December ¥. 1869; William 
N, June 20,1851. He makes his howe 
with his father but is uowin Nebraska 
pntting uphay for his cattle at Dellvale, 
Kansas. Rozetta E. was born Jannary 
16.1874, married Curt L. Davis in TSau, 
who lives at Levant. Thowas county, 
Aurort Bertha, was born December 25, 
1S". 

David Fulton Beek was born May 15, 
1830, in Clarion county. Pennsylvania, 
of Scoteh-Irigh parents: his father was 
born in Ireland of Scorch parents and 
a consin to the late Senator Beck of 
Kentucky: his mother was also born in 
Treland of Seotch-Irish parents, her 
maiden name was MeClellun and re- 
Inted to the Inte Gen. George B. Me- 
Clellan: her mother’s maiden name was 
Fulton and related to Robert Fulton of 
steamboat fame. this is why the snb- 
jget of this sketch nees the F in his 
name, D. F. was born and brought np 
ont farm. and ubtained a fair cocsnmou 
school education. He uinrried a farin- 
ers daughter in the fall of 1856, and 
bought a farm of $0 acres and furined 
till 1861 when he branched out and en- 
gauged in the lmmber business also in 
Enttting down vil wells and boating ojl 
in the oil regions: this was before they 
had a railruad in that part of the coun- 
try. His youngest child. a son, died in 
August, (865, his wife died of consnwp- 
tion inthe fall of Ixia, and he was left 
with taree small chiluren. one boy and 
two girls. the youngezt girl nas since 
died atthe age of twelve veare, the 
other two. a son and daughter. are now 
Uving in Nebraska: porh are tarrie:! 
and have families. In Febrnacy, 1866. 
he moved to Minnesota and bought 2 





site wud erected a flouring mill, In th 
fall af the same year he married 4 
widow, this proved to be an wuhappe 
tuarriigs. for he soon discovered that 
she was unfaithful to him. He sold oni 
at a sacrifice of 38.000 and moved across 
the Mississippi river anit bought a hore} 
Property in the town of Victory, Wis. 
cousin, and engaged in this business tj}! 
July. 1870, and finding his wife still an. 
true ke bade good by to his Wife aul 
neighbors andon Tuly 8, 1870, Starter] 
out, he knew not whither, but landeil 
in Brownsville, Nebraska. He did nor 
have # dollar in the world, for he lel 
his all, his home. to his wife: he yery 
soon atrack a joh of carrying mail, 
whieb kept him on the road six days in 
the week. At the end of eleven months 
he was taken down sick through the ex- 
bosure with typhoid fever. in which he 
lingered between life and death for two 
months. As soon as he was able to get 
around ha oblained a position as fore. 
nuuin a warehouse in tecelving and 
shipping gruin. Te resigned this posi- 
tion in April, 137+, aml went to Osborne 
county, Kansas. and bonehta relinquish- 
ment whieh he pre-enspred and farime:) 
and lived all wlone. This Was the year 
of the grasshoppers, and of coprse he 
harvested nothing. but the next year he 
raised xood craps. He gold his farm 
and sent to Pennsylvania for his dauyht- 
er to keep house for him. He moved to 
Smith county and rented a farm and 
Kain sneceeded in raising good crops 
during the two vears he farmed there. 
In Mareb. 1877. he cane te Norton 
county, and took a homestead in Sand 
Creek township then went back and 
planted corn in Smith county and teuderd 
it: he then returned ty his homestead 
aud Unilt a log house and did some 
breskiny wud lived on his farm rif) 
daunary 15, eel. ar which time he 
made proof and engaged with PU: 
Loomis. resister of deed. as his deputy 
and served in this capacity for two 
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years, during Loomis’ term of office: he 
tien engaged with A. K. Mills. Loomis’ 
snecessor for the same office, as his 
deputy and served in this capacity till 
Jone 13, 1887. at which time he was 
taken down sick and was seriously ill 
for five months, Atthe request of his 
trends Mr. Beck became a candidate 
for register of deeds as an independent 
eandidaie and was endorsed by the 
labor party, ans still being sick he was 
unable to do any canvassing he was de- 
feated by A. K, Mills. He has been in 
the reform movement ever since it he- 
yan. He was a greenhacker and te naw 
a populist. He worked oa the farm 
and at herding ecatue til Mareh 15, 
INt2, When he procure! a position with 
(freenleaf & Baker of Atchison. Kansas, 
ustheiragent to buy grain at Dens- 
more, this county and the mext day ihe 
postmaster at that place muvedl to Disl 
City audleft him as bis assistant He 
secured the appoiatment as postinaster 
and in the fallof 1893 he was elected to 
the eflice of justice of the peace; in the 
situe month he was appointed by the 
Missouri’ Pacific Railroad compauy as 
stajiou agent and is serving at present 
in all these different capacities aml in 
addition is notary pubtic. 

Dorrell Weod moved herein March. 
1873, settling on his fagu: in Emane-t 
towuship. He was born in New York 
state Autrust 11, 1855. He was married 
to Ida Bright. October 7. IST; to chem 
were Lorn two ebildren, Lillie «and 
Marvin. His father-in-law, Dan Bright, 
vume here in 1879 and settled near there 
bat now Hves in Losun county, John 
Bright caine at the same time and naw 
lives nt Almiena. 

David Heise came to Norton county 
in May 187% settling in Leota towaship 
on the firm he now occupies six iniles 
west of Notton. He was born in Penn- 
sylvanit November 14,185. Ife meov- 
ed to Powshiek county, Iowa, in 1576, 
where he farmed for two years. Ini 











1850 he was inarried to Eliza June Nix 
ov. They bave no children. 

On may £3, 188 a petition signed by 
05 citizens of town 4, range 22, asked to 
be set of as a municipal township 
which was granted. and the township 
was named Saud Creek. 

Among the earliest settlers of this 
township are Win. Dobbie who cxwe in 
1877: Juhn Taylor who was tue first 
trustee came in IST5 but went to east- 
ern Kansas iu 1852. Daniel Joseph 
cane in 1st7and now lives in the Colo 
uv. John Tate came in 167; J. 3. 
Farmer in ist: Henry Stat) in mee: He 
A. Slelfel came in 1883: 7. D Thortpson 
in 1885: W.M. TIlammond came here 
in 1870; Mr. Wamock eumein 1874. he 
died at Logau last year, and Walter 
Lenuis eatue in 1877. 

Edwin Burnap and his brother Georges 
cine here in t679. the latter lefrin 1880. 
Enlig now living in Almenu, whete Tre 
runs a2 store. Charence Barnuap cane 
here in IS8l; he isa strong prohibition- 
istand has been fregueatly place? on 
the ticket for county office. Winfield 
Scott Bacnap and his brother Morse 
game here in 184i. All live here at 
present. 

The Fourth of July. i88t, was cele- 
brated in this cit’ im creat style, secur- 
ing for the oratur of the day Samuel 
MeElroy of Oberlin: Miss Emery. since 
murried to Charles H. Fry, read the 
Declaration of Independence. 

The republican county eunvention 
whieh ret that fill, was the scene of 
considernble contention, It was ran in 
a high-handed manner by sueb arch 
parliamentarians and politiclana as Ed 
Hoover-on and James Lob-itz of the 
Solomon. 

Preacher Clark, ax he was called, 
from Lenora, Wis Chatrouin of tbe gun 
vention aud ruled the destinies of nio- 
tions with an iron will, "The conven- 
tion was inaugurated upon the crv of 
low salaries for county offices; and ua 














fhe incumbents in tbe treasurer's aud 
the Connty clerk's oftiees had drawu 
salaries as hiyh as the limit, the oppo- 
sition tried to vet concro) of rhe conven- 
tion: in point of numbers they, in fact, 
claimed supremacy, but the whouvins 
wud boisterous house of non-delezates 
quude all the ery. 

An appeal was taken from the de- 
cision Of the chair in appouncing the 
result of some vote, but the ehair 
not recognizeing the appeal. would 
not put the question, “Is the chair sus- 
stuined, etc.” 

This gave raise toa bolt, aud a mass 
couvention was called to meet later. 
The regular nominees of the “Hish 
Salary” convention were: W. D, Little, 
tréusnrer; J. W. Viuing. sherif: W. T, 
Shoeuuker, counry clerk: Moses Austin, 
surveyor; R. W, Wilson. register of 
deeds; E. C. Williams. coroner: [. P, 
Burke, cominigsioner Jat distriet: all of 
whom were defeated ut the election ex- 
cept Sheriff Vining and Burke. 

The mass convention styled ‘‘-Low 
Salary,” irrespective of politics inet and 
nominated E. I. Jones treasurer, G. 
L. Thompson sheriff. A. 1H. Harniongon 
elerk, EQ Yrescutt eurvevor, P. fil. 
Loomis reyister and John Gishwiller 
commissioner: No nomination wes made 
for coroner, heuce Willinms was 
electra. ss 

Hugb T. Carlisle who edited the Peo- 
ple as that time wrote up the convern- 
toll in humorous style wherein the min- 
utes of the meeting ran: 

‘FLOM. Duvall moved that so and 
be, ; 

Seconded by Dr. Chineweth. 

Motion curried. 

Dr. Chinuweth moved that this and 
that be 

Seconded by F. 4f, Duvall. 

Morion eurried.” 

fnibis amauner Carlisle noted every 
inotion from opening to closing of the 
vonvention, giving alternately the two 
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movers, prime andl second. 

The Advance. L. H. Gowdy editee, 
supported the ticket nominated by this 
convention, aml the following was tao 
humerous for the adhereuts of the firs: 
16 OVercome. 

Echoes of that conflict were audible jn 
many a convention afterward, Ayine 
out slowly nnrilnon i: isa reminiscence, 
not one of the prime actors even rememi- 
Dera the name of the chairman whose 
sunflower gavel pounded for order. 

Thomas Joseph McCue was born ig 
Sangamon county, Tiltnois, Augast 24. 





T. J. McCue, 


1884. When two years of age he moy:- 
ed with his parents to Chicago wher: 
he resided until the big fire of 1971, 
theu moving to Council Butts. Towa. 
He served a two years’ clerkship in the 
post office in that city: and, then went 
to Massilon, Ohio, where he undertook 
to become a utachinist under Russell & 
Co. He soon learned that promotion in 
a inachine shop was -xtremely dilatory. 
and seenring a plhiee with Crane Brusz.. 
ut Chicago remained untithe moved te 
Colby, Kansas. drawn there by his fath- 
ér's letters filled with sehemes of home- 
stending millions. ‘Tom took a home- 





read seven niles from Colby in 1835, 
whieh he beld down in connection with 
adeputyship under post mister Jas. N. 
Fike. 

In 1889 he was given charge of the 
Foster Co's. lumber yard in Norton, a 
position be filled very successfully un- 
til appointed receiver of public imuneys 
ut the United scutes land office as Col- 
by, the Kirwin and Olherlin offices lniv- 
ive been consolidated at that poiut. 

Yom has been an ardent democrat all 
his Hfe, at anearly stage of which he 
showed marked ability asa born Jeader. 
He looked upen as fhe coming 
yout man of promise oF the party ip 
Kung. 

Norton is still hig home where now re- 
side his father, Putrick. aud two brothers. 
Joseph and Willie, fis ounty sister. May 
is at school iu Council Bhiffs, lowa. 

Sohn MeManis was barn Maureh 9. 
1837, in Anums county. Ohio. He re- 
inained on the farur with his paren's 
nutil he Decame of sure. after which he 
tuok npethe carpenter trace for an oe: 
enpation. Ou the wWrh day of June. 
‘x51, he enlisted in campuny D. of the 
“Ith Ohio volunteers. which wis the 
titst company to leave Adnms ¢onmy 10 
defend the fig of the Union. His com- 
pany was ordered re che front amd was 
soon engaed in active service. He 
participated in tse battles of Green 
Prier, Shiloh. Perryville. Stone River, 
Chickamanga. Lookout Mountain, ifis- 
aio Ridge, Nashville aod severr] minor 
engagements. At the hartle of Stone 
River, whieh oecarred on December 40, 
In62, he recieved 2 severe Wound frein a 
buck shot passiny through the neck 
between the swallaw and the wind- 
pipe. He received a second wonnd in 
the ankle at the battle of Nashville. 
Mr, Me Manis was vradnally promoted 
for faithful service from «private te 
the oftice of second lieutenant. which 
office he held at the close of the war. 
He was honorably discharged from the 
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service on October ¥, 1865, at Augusta, 
Georga. In the spring of 1864 Mr. Me- 
Manis obtained a J0-day furlongh, dur- 
ing whieh time he returned to his old 
iiome in Adauiscounty and on the Ith 
day of March he was united iu murtiage 
with Miss Mary Edhnisten. When the 
war was ended he returned to Adams 
county and tovk up lis former occns: a- 
tion of farming. ln the spring of [Nhu 
he moved with bis family to Heury 
county. lowa. ‘The following fall he 
remuved to Uniou county, lowa, and 
purchased a Six yenrs after 
moving te Jown he sold his property 
und jocated in Mitcheii county. Kansis. 
Owing to poor schodls and marketing 
facilities he auld his property at this 
place aud Joeated on the North Fork of 
the Snlomou, ia Nerton county. Since 
coming to this county he has engaged 
priveipally in fartniug and stock raising 
until his deati by suicide, which oc- 
curred on Jane 1, 88s. He left # widow 
and five children, His wife. Mare Me- 
Manis, served ay postniistress at Levor:, 
Kansas, from October 1, 3380, until 
April 1, i884. Her three oldegt: say 
finished the conrse uf the Park Colleve 
Academy, located at Parkville. Missonvi, 
who ure new euguged in fittings upa 
stockfarm near Lenura. Mr, AuManis 
took an active part in all public alfairs 
and was a staunch republican. 

Joseph Main came here from [liacis 
in Mareb, 1956. He is a blacksmith hy 
trade and was located ut Lear tor 
some years but now resides in Lenora. 
Ye was a member of campany K, séc- 
ond Hlinvis cavalry dnring the war, 

William A. Julinson cate fret tive 
jn 1878; located in enor: in isd, THe 
has four chiidren, three of them born 
in Kanses. Heis the popular landlord 
at the Valiey House. 

Elijah Darnell came te Lenora in 
1874 and has resided on farin 
juining that city coutinususly 
wince. He has been cousinble of 
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township for several vears. He was a 
republican nntil 1890: hus since been a 
powilist, 

Seywood Larrick came to this county 
in 1872, when only u boy, He has heen 
very successtnl in business aod is cash- 
ier of the only bank in Lenora at this 
tine. 

W. H. Cailoway came here in Issi, 
He is the republican nominee for clerk 
af the court at this time. 

Henry Button came to this conutry 
in 1874 and bas remained here continu- 
ously ever since. 

Elijah Graham came here lute in the 
“Ts. We lives in Ediagad at this time. 

David Ferrie came in with the Central 
Branch railroad and lias been section 
foreman at Edmond ever siuce 

Dexter Robinson came to Edmond in 
i874. Haran a livery barn there for 
several years but is farining at this 
time. 

Chiulktey Hotloweill and Albin Cox 
caine Irom Washington County iu 1877, 
they went to Iowa in 180 and are Hving 
at Nevinville, Iowa. at this time. 

Elias Hazelet came in 1882, he lives on 
# farm bear Ediwond. 

John T. Densmore came here in 157 
aud took the “Sorghum” Smith land on 
the Solomon nad lived there until 1891. 
when he died from tiie result of a rail- 
road accident, He laidont the town of 
Deusmiore and gave it the name. His 
widow still lives there. 

Severe Evans, John Vuss, W. B. Kel- 
ley, the Archer brothers, and Peter 
Dounelly all settled on the Solomon near 
Densimore before 1880 and ull live there 
yet. 

Mr. Manville came to Densmore soo: 
after the tewn startet and has contiu- 
ved in the merehantile business there 
€ver since 

Henry d. Howard was the pioneer 
Mucksinith of theColony. having settled 
there in 1879 taking upa timber claim 
and botoestead. He enjoyed the addi- 


‘voys," came to this canntry with 


tional distinction of beings the earliest 
Gemocrat on the ground. When Dr. 
Rockwell built his store. Hency muved 
his shop from the Colony chureh, at 
Bell post office, toa lot near the store. 
aud thus Rockwell city preempted a 
place on the mp of the world, which 
has since heen ernelly obliterate] by 
the cireumstanes of two railways’ nila 
ing several miles south. Mr. Howard 
moved then to Cliyton where he has 
been since engaged in buying grain. 

Frank J. Castle, the Alexunder Sel- 
kirk of Clayton, “imonaret of ail he sur- 
biz 
brother ju 1884, from Galesburg, Itli- 
nois, to Operate a horse ranch. ‘he 
brothers were expert cireus pertormers 
and had traveled for years with many of 
the “workis glitteriag womlers of neu 
und beast, aad lad saved a pile of mee 
ty. It was their ambition to sit in che 
shade of prosperity nud age and fatten 
in the most beautiful comntry on earch. 
Fred still runs the ranch. but Frank 
rans tne Onl¥ store of the rowan, 

i. L. Pease of Clayton ¢xme here in 
1d78 nnd since the establishment of a 
post office there has been in charge, 

Frank Allinaa also lives near Claytia 
ona farm, settling: there in 1839, H 
used to drive between point» 
about Nuctun makiaz headquarters at 
the Seymours. 

James FL Wray came from Wisconsin 
in 1884 and settled in Edmond and les 
been in the mereantile business ever 
sinte. He is a repnblican in polities. 
He wag a candidate for rhe levislature 
in 1602 but failed tuget the nomination. 
He was postmaster ut Edmond fron 
1888 until 1893. 

Sol Rees came into the buffalo range 
in 1800 and has made his home on the 
Prairie Dog sinee iSit. Althocgh he 
never lived in this county he in we)! 
known toallthe old settlers. [is ex- 
perience with the bostile Indians wont 
make an iiterestiug bouk Lut he niodest- 
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ly refuses te tell his experience for pub. 
lication although enough of them is 
known to warrant us in saying 
thatiu bravery and heroism they eqnal 
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Sol Rees. 


‘ne fairy tales of Simon Gety or Lewis 


Wetzel. Mr. Rees lives ou a farm at 
Jenuings, Deeatur county. 

Learu H. Wilder was burn in Du- 
buyue couuty, Iowa, February 2. 1855. 
He moved with his parents to Missouri 
mm 1867. When t6 years of age he 
went to work for himself,’ working by 
the inonth on a farm in swmwmer and 
Zone tO school im winter until hoe 
Wis 22 years old: he then started to 
Simpson's college at In+tiunola. Lowa, 
where he contivned until] IS3f, when he 
graduated. He then bean the study 
vf law and was admitted to the bar at 
fudianola in 1884. He reimained there 
and practiced law until 1887: iu August 
Of that year he settled in Norton and in 

. October. 1887, he was warried to Dota 
MeClure: they have one child, Mark M., 
born April dv. 1891. In polities Mr, 
Wilder lias always been a democrat. 
| He was the nominee of his party for 
canuty attorney in i888, but was not 


elected. The democrats nominated hin 
for the same office in 180 at which tima 
he was elected by a cood majoriry, ana 
in 1802 be was again nominated, this 
time by the populists, but was defeated 
at the polls. 

William J Bower was born Decem- 
ber 3. JH47,in Geauga conuty, Ohio. 
He was raised on a farm and attended 
the common schools When 16 years 
of age be volumeeredin the 14th Ohio 
iugependent battery: and served 19 
mouths; was inthe battles of Reseca, 
Dallas, Kenesaw mountain. Peach Tree 
creek, in fuct was in all the battles of 
the Anlanta caitpaign. He then went 
10 Nashville in the campaign to head 
oF Hood, After driving hin back 
across the Tennessee from his regimeut 
went tv Mobile, Alabama. His regi- 
meut was mounted prior 10 the Mobile 
canipdign and was engaged in skirmish- 
ing and scouting during the remaiu- 
der of the war. After finishing the 
raid through Florida and Alabama his 
regihnent was gent 10 Dennison, Ohio, 
and wa$ mustered out. 

He then attended the Auslinbury 
academy fortwo terms, Tle was mar- 
Tied in 1867, to Auzusta Atkinin Astha: 
bula couniry Ohio. Nine children have 
been born to them, eight of whom are 
still living. He lenmed the carpenters’ 
and juiners’ trade and worked at that 
and teaching inusic until he eame to 
JSansis in 1879. He setled oun heie- 
stend four miles south-east of Norton. 
Re moved to Norton in 1884 and went 
into the turniture business in (8S%. anil 
has continued it ever siues, He has a 
branch store at Goodland whicn is in 
charge of bis eldest sou A.A. who is 
also half owner in the Goodland branch. 
Myr, Bower also has a furniture stock in 
Colby in charge of his second son. 
Frank, 

Charles M. Sawyer was born Septem- 
ber 17, 1866, in Livingstou county, 
Illinois, was raised on a farm. near 
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Streator, Minois. and graduated fron 
the Streator high school. 
Norton in Avril. 1857, 
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Cc. M. Sawyer. 
ret Nationat bank: he 
held this positivn antil uly. 18%, 
when he resigued to accept the positien 
of national lank examiner, which hiutt 
heeu tendered hint by the Cleveland iwl- 
ministration. & posttim he still holds. 

He was marries in 1889 at Screntor, 
Dinvis. to May C- Holness: they have 
three childrep, [WO girls and one boy. 

Elmer FE. Ames came here in ISS6, 
He took an active witt in peelitics as a re- 
publican and was chairman of the 
county central coutnittee in 880 al 
1690. He left bere i Imtu. Te is 
eashier uf the City Nathonal Bunk of 
Streator, Lllinois. He retains his  in- 
terests here amt is presideut ut the 
First National Bank of Nerton at unis 
tiie. 

With Mr. Ames was 
W. H. Boys in the legal profession, 


cashier of the fi 


first associated 
the 


latter paying actention to the ary quil- 
leis of the law. the former sttending 
strictly to loans and discounts. hoth be 
ing successful in their division of Taber. 
Mr. Boys moved back to Streator. Hili- 
nois. where he is now mayor of that 
place. after serving several terms as cit 
attorney. 

John J. Grier was born at Ovonomo- 
woe, Waukesha county. Wiscourin. ou 
June 18, 1896. After the usual city 
schooling and the boy’s eventful life. he 
was called wo the anditorship of the 
Singer Sewing Machine company for 
thes: worthwestern states west of the 
great lakes avd followed that business 
nntil he came to Norton in March, iss. 








Jad. 2Grick: 


His brosher Pete, who hnd considerabl: 
experience as a hotel keeper induce!! 
Lim to join him in the purchase of the 
seymour house in thts city. they te 
gether ran it fer about a year, when, 
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John bought his brother's interest. 
From this seemingly brief experience 
he has broadened out 19 be one of the 
most successful hotel men tu the west 
and at present operates four horels on 
the line of the Rock Island between 
here and Colorado Springs. one of them 
being located in the last named city, an- 
other at Limon. one at Goodland, the 
fourth, the Grier house of Norion: all 
first class and very popular with the 
transent publig, He is a public spirited 
gentleman, baving served with the 
writer on the city council when the 
waler works avd electric ligula were 
pur in. He is @ democrat. His wife 
was born at Grandville. Milwinkee 
county, Wisconsin, she being a sister 
of Tim MeCurthy an abie youny atterncy 
formerly of this plece but now in Sr. 
Louis. 

Mr. and Mrs. Grier have no children. 
Mr. Grier is looked np a4 a man of 
considerable wealth. and he has been 
fur years director of the First National 
bank of this city. 

John F. Harris came bere when the 
B. & M, arrrived ind built an elevntor 
i? this city, avo in all the peiuts from 
Oberlin tu Lincolo. Harris mace lis 
headquarters in this city for several 
years, then moved thein to Lincoln. 
then to Omaha. and thes are lucuted in 
Chicago at this time. John F, Harris is 
looked apon as the most expert judge of 
grain that ever lived in the West; a man 
of rare Judgment in every way. a well 
read man. being a graduate of Lincoln 
university, and bora with nll the eccen- 
tricities of genius. His heal book- 
keeper, Oliver Ohusted, is a #raduate of 
Yale college and is well remetbered 
here as being the best base ball pkiyer 


a 
that ever scraindied dust on the Norton 
diamend. 
Thomas Burton was in Flarrison 


county, Ohiv, November 3, Isso. He 
lived on @ farm with bis father with 
whom he combined the cooper'’s trade 





with farming. In 1861 he enlisved in 
company G, 74th Obio, serving three 
year: and seven months, till the close 
of the war. He was in the battles of 
Stone River, Mission Ridge. Chiva- 
manga aud several others, and belove 
taking Atlanta was wounded and sent 
back to the hospital in Jeffersonville, 
Indinna. At the battle of Stone River 
he was wounded inthe forehead, gra:- 
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T Burton. 


ing the skull, but not so seriously hurt 
as todisable him from immediate dur. 
After astay of abunt six tuenths at the 
hospital he joined hisregiment at Golds: 
borough, North Carolin. atid wert 
with the regiment to Wasbing:on far 
the grand review. later he was nuistered 
ont at Louisville. Kentucky. 

After the war. he returned home to 
Ohio where he was married in Angst, 
lsa5, to Hattie West. They never hat 
nny children. From there lie moved to 
Iowa where he bnskel corn fifty-two 
days ver Summerset, aud worked for 
hig board the balance of the winter. In 
the spring of 1806 he setrled on a farin 
in Jasper county where be resided until 
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July 1x86, waen he moved to this city. 

In 1870 he speculated considerably 
in cattle and bogs, » pursuit in which 
he is at present occupied. from the 
proceeds of which he has become 
wealthy. When the Norton County 
Stare bank wis organized he was chosen 
presideul. a position he still retains. He 
has bee a life-long repnblican winh faith 
in the conntry. u fact attested by his 
owning eighteen Eausas farms, six of 
which are in Norton county. 
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J. H. Urschhel. 





Thomas Beaumont cane here in the 
spring of 1875 and settled on the Sulo- 
moan. He wis an old soldier and badly 
crippled, He taught sehool in this 
conoty for several years and served oue 
term as county atterney. He was after- 
wurd appointed to a clerkship: in Wash- 
ington. b. C.. where he remsnined wntil 
Is where he diel from the clfects of 
hisurany wennds, In Ishd he was a 
student in the lowa Agricaliural col- 
lege where his sister Lillie, wis teacher 
of French and German, bis other sister 
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being wife of the president of the insti- 
tution. Dr. Weleh. Young Thomas was 
too lively for the relatives, so they sent 
him west with a satchel of law books. 

William &. Porter was born in Wayne 
couaty. Illinois, March 21. 1855. His 
education was received in the coininon 
schools of that county, At the age art 
1) he began teaching in the district 
sthovls of his bome county after which 
he attended the Ladoga normal. the 
Danvitl instirtue and the Valparaiso 
normal school. After a course iu ihe 
Valparaiso normal he took up the 
“Creeley ery” aud came west. locating 
at Loran, Phillips county. His experi- 
ence xs a Kansas pedagogue hus heen in 
this county, He has avery fine home- 
stead in West Union township, As 4 
citizen an as a teacher he has been 
snecesstul in every effort. 

Jerome Shepherd came here in 1874. 
He tausit the first school in Almena 
township. During the county seat 
contest he was a Leotn man, He was 
couny cominissicuer one term aml later 
was editor of the Almena Plaindealer. 
He left this county in fSv0 and moved 
to Jowa. 

Isaac Blackford came here in iste. 
He wis an old soldier having served 
nearly four years in the 28th Ltimois in- 
fautry. He ¢ominitted suicide January 
17, 1802, leaving a wife and five children 
who reside on the old farn: on Wildeat 
creek in the east part of the county, 

Stephen McVay came to <Almeni 
from lowa in 1878, He died at Aliens 
November 22, isff. He left a wife and 
five children. His eldest daughter mar- 
ried Or. Youngman, who came to this 
county in 1885 nnd settled in Almena. 
unt resides in Nebraska at this time. 

Re J. Phipps, the merchant prince of 
Devizes. caine to the connuty im ist. 
He tdlowed farming for several years 
before he went into the mercantile 
bnainess, Le has been post mister i 
Devizes for several years. 











Reuven Marvin came to Devizes mm 
iy76, and bas Hved there coutiunonsly 
ever since, Hehas at different times 
been eugaged in farming. running the 
will and merehundisivg. 

A. F. Yarmer came here in 1873. He 
wis twice elected clerk of Use cour in 
tnis county. He lefthere fi the spring 
of stand went to Colorado. He at- 
rerward lived for some years at St. Jo. 
Missouri. He lives in Clark county, 
Kansas, at this time. 

Thomas N. Snooks eaine from Eng- 
lend in IST4. He settled in this county 
in 1838 Hemet with az accident iu 
Iss) hy entting his foot with an ax 
which made hin aerpple for life: he 
nad his foot amputated in 1878, He is 
4 Wagou unuker by trade. 

Dr Norman L, Junes came to Nor- 
ion in Octuber 188). He graduated 
from the dtush medical college in 1582. 
He practiced medicine at Waterman, 
Indiana, until he came to Kansas. Ue 
is running a drag store Im Norton at this 
Lines. 

br. Marion L. Bancroft came to Nor- 
ton in Mareh 1879. He was the first 
‘lentist to locate permanently in this 
comuty. He was born iu New York, 
Auzust 20, 1841. He volnnteered in the 
sixth Wisconsin Hyght artillery and 
-ervud nearly three years. He was in 
the second Latde of Corifita, Rienzi, 
sieve of Vieksburg, Stevenson, Mi:Hson 
stuion and throngh the Atlanta caim- 
paign, He was wounded nt Altouna, 
He wasat Reseca and Nashville and 
Was mustered out at Madison. Wiscon- 
sip, on duly 4, 1865. He attended the 
wedieal eollege at Aun Arber ana 
vvaduated in 1972. He wade dentistry 
bis specialty and has followed it ever 
since. 

Giourge Moulton came to Kansas 
F from Wisconsin and settled fn Philips 
‘aunty in 1875. He eume to Norton anil 
L opened adirmuy sture in tbe spring of 
$4855, Me was married in 1888 to At- 
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Huda Edic at Leavenworth, Kansas, 
They have one child, Cerena. born in 
1883. 

John T Reno came to Kansas in 1570 
aul settled in Marshall county. He 
aud bisson James C. came to Norton 
in March 1586. Jaines ©. died here mm 
187. His widow still lives here. Joh 
T. Reno is engaged in the grocery and 
meat market busiuess here at this tin. 
Heisademecrat in polities, He was 
police judge in Norton fomr years. Mr. 
Reno had two danghters. The eldest, 
Ila J. married Hank Carpenter. She 
died at Maryaville. Kansas, Maren 29, 
3893. His voungest daughter. Laura 
May, married E. J. Davis. They live 
at Milton. Grego, 

Ansen ©. Fero caine to Oranze town- 
ship from Haward county, Iowa, in 186; 
he had stepped two years in Phillipe 
couuty prior to his settlement here. 

Lonis A. Swith eume bere fram Ne- 
braska in the spring of 1855 and took 
land five miies south of Norton, late the 
sane summer he secured the oryanize- 
tion of Orange township and yzave it the 
name. He has served for several vears 
as justice of the peace. He is anid 
suidier and wasa repnblican until i200, 
he has since been a populist. 

Jim Hurst erme here in 3879, fre: 
Nebraska. He is a popalist and is the 
nemines of his party for probate judye 
at this time. fle resides in Harriso: 
township. 

Gideon Booher came here in 1879. FH. 
has Leen active as c«crepublican ile 3 
nearly always a delegate to the conver- 
tious, Tle represented this county i 
the republican state couvention vl TRuy, 
He organized Harrison twowuship aud 
suggested the name. 

W. B. Rogers recently sented this 
jufornution from Mr. A. Hunniis chief 
drattsinan vE the d®piartment. of Misson- 
ri who has the field notes of this coun 
tys 


Lillingsville, the tewmporury county 
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seat of Norton county, designated by 
Governor Harvey in orginizing the 
county was ou the Jones farm south- 
west of Norton one mile. ‘The same 
land is now owned by G. H. Griffin. It 
was Billing's homestead in 1872. 

Ernest Broquet was born in France 
hut came to the United States with his 
parents peforethe wat. They remained 
in Towa n Short time and then returned 
to France. Shortly after the war Ernest 
came to Chicago where he went to 
school a short time. In 1871 he came 
to Lubette county. Kansas. where he 
was married at Oswego 10 Mary Bine. 
Seven children have heen born to them, 
tive of them still living. ln 1874 he 
moved to Jasper county. Indiana, where 
he lived until the spring of 159%, when 
he wovred to Rooks county. Kansas, and 
from there to Norfon county in the 
spring of 1879. and has lived here con- 
tinuously eversince. He dents extensive- 
ly in live stock and real estate smd is 
engaged in the mercantile lusiness in 
connection with various other enter- 
prises at this tine. His mother, Madan 
Ve Broquet-Delcourt, came here from 
France in 1882; she ia the largest real 
estate owner in Norton and bas cen- 
siderulle 1uoney invested in other en- 
terprises. 

William H. Croco came here in 1875 
and has resided here dontinuonsiy ever 


since. He is under sheriif at this time. 





Since their biographies have been 
printed and during the progress of pub- 
lication. the following Old Settlers have 
died: 

Mrs. N. E. Kelly, wife ef John Kelly, 
Febrnary 4, 189%. 

At Ashton, Kansa-, April 21, i894, Nn. 
H. Seymour. 

David Wood Mills. April 2x, 1894. 

Mary Ann Spencer. wife of Jumuea N. 
Spencer, June 6, Joul. 

Majur O. M. Dannevik, August 4, 
18V4. 


PERSONAL. 

The foregoing history of Nortou 
county, people and incidents, was begun 
to employ a few idle hours on my hands. 
and published from week to week in 
Tim Novrox Cuaupion without havi 
been first. outlined in chronological 
order. Much of the information re- 
ceived was under question for accuracy. 
and the setilement of historical ques- 
tions was made after careful inquiry of 
present people whove memory Was 
liable to be mest accurate. From this 
stiundpoint I have state as facts some 
things sri disputed: however. when a 
question of importance was under con- 
sideration it was the safest thing to 
pudlish both sides as was done. To 
many of the Old Settlers I am under 
great obligations for their help and in- 
terest inthis work. and especially to J. 
TH. Simmons, Henry Oliver and Sol 
Marsh. 

Tne publication in book form was an 
ufter-thonght, the first object being to 
print a few pamphlets for private civ 
culation, and on being asked by Ruiuer- 
ous friends to extend the work, it was 
decided to admit many biographies not 
properly elavsed as old setilers. 

With this apology for the manifest 
irregularities, { dledicate the hovk to the 
piiblic trusting that they will look npou 
the difficnle tabors conuected with the 
work in us charitable and uncritical a 
light as the performance warrants. 

It ia in order now to submit the fol- 
lowing personal biography: 

My inaternal ancestors immigrated 
trom southern England in 176u and set- 
tled in Frederie county. Virginia. My 
mother’s grandfather was born there in 
1763. He became a slave Owner, but 
later had conscientious scruples against 
chattel slavery and in 1310 he attenyptel 
to liberate his slnves. but the lawa of 
Virginia compelled persons hberating 
their Slaves to ‘file a Lond with th 
county making themselves financially 
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responsible for the conduct of the per- 
song they had made free even to the 
paylent of their private debts for « cer- 
tain number of years, This was a very 
difficnlt bond to give, and he like many 
others failed to give one that was ac- 
ceplable, so he disposed of his Slaves to 
a good master und in 113, accompanied 
by « brother, emigrated to Coshocton 
county, Ohio, which was then an wi 
broken wilderness. On Novemiber 6, 
1802, his son, Wesley, my grandfather, 
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F. M. Lockard, 


was born in Virginia. He was e’even 
years old when he came to Obio with 
his parents, About the same time my 
great grandfathers four brothers enii- 
grated from Virginia to Kentucky, 
Several meinbers of their familys have 
since distinguished themselves as 
lawyers, judges and congressinen, one 
of them, a cousin of my graudfather rep- 
resented the Lonisville, Keutucky, dis- 
trict in congress for several years. 

Ou February 25, 1838, while a niem- 
her of conyress he shot and killed Mr. 
Cilly, a congressinan from Maine, ina 
due}. This duel, which is koown in 


histury as the Graves and Cilly dnel 
crested great excitement at the time. 
Pablic sentiment against dueling had 
gradually grown in the north since 1361 
when the fawons duel between Burr 
and Hamilton had been fought, cul- 
minating in a fresh ontoreak in public 
opinion in the Graves-Cilly duel. Pub- 
lic meetings were held and dueling de- 
nounced. The press and pulpit took it 
up and dueling as @ mode of settling 
petty offenses between public men was 
practically done away with in the nerth- 
ern states. This duel was fought on 
the old Mariborongl read to Daltuuere, 
two milea out from Wasbington, wifh 
rifles at 80 yards, Cilly was kilied the 
third shot. Mrs. Thomas Tl. Benton 
wasa member of this family and her 
daughter, Jessie Benton Premuut, was 
a second cousin of my grandfather, 

Wesley Graves, was married to Suncy 
Wright in 1824 in Coshoctua county, 
Ohio. Twelve children were born to 
them, ten of thern grew tomanhood and 
womanhood, six sons and four daugh- 
ters; four of his sons were in ihe war, 
the other two were iu California at that 
time. Hig two youngest sons, Jolin 
Wesley aud Albert live in this county. 

My mother, Mary Jane Graves. hie 
sixth child, was burn July 2), 182. 

My pateral ancestors inimi crated from 
county Dougal, frelund inthe year 1d 
and settled in Jefferson county, Obio, 
My grandfather Andrew J. Lockard, 
was born in Jefferson county, (110, 
Devember 9, 1803. He was married 
there to Mary Carsou. June 17. te2. 
She was born in Ireland and ueved 
to the United States in th.@ They set- 
tled in Coshocton conny, Obls, in Tose. 
Bight children were bora to tiem, six 
of then wrew to manhood and worman- 
hood, three’ sons and three danchtere. 
My father, Robert VF. Lockard, their 
fourth child, was born January 1, toh 

Robert FE, Lockard ant Mary dan 
Graves were married October 2%, 1501. 
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Five children were born to them; the 
writer, their eldest, was born September 
35, $855, A biography of the others 
appears on page 150 of this book. My 
father was a farmer aud by hard work 
suecteded in buying a stalt farm in 
Coshocton county, Ohio, which he 
traded for an unimproved farm in Stark 
county. Indiana. in 1860, and he began 
inaking arranyemeuts fo move to hia 
Indiana land the following year. The 
war of the rebellion having io the mean- 
time broken ont he decided to go to the 
wit. He enlisted in company G. 80th 
Obie volunteers aud sé:ained with bis 
regiment wil siricken with typhoid 
fever when he was sent to the baspital 
at St. Lonis where he died December 
12, 1863, and was buried in the eoldier’s 
cemetery in that city. My father’s 
youngest brother, Alexauder Lockard, 
was a mepsber of company E. ith Mli- 
unis Cavalry. He was shot by guerillas 
and killed at Birds Point. Missouri, 
January 10, 1869. Tn 1866 iny mother 
moved to the Indiana farm and re- 
mained there four years, but on account 
of failing health she returned to Ohio 
and was taken care of by her father. 
brother und sisters until she died, De- 
cember 15, 187i. 

The writer remained there with reia- 
tives nutit Anml., i8%%, then went to 
Mahaska connty, Iowa. to live with an 
uncle ound in June, WT. came to 
Norton county. Kausas, 2ud has lived 
here continnonaly ever since. 

I taught the Neighborville sclioal Giow 
Calvert) in the winters of [874 and 1875 
and worked on a farm and herded cattle 
the intervening sumtners. In ttib 1 be- 
gan carrying United states mail, which 
Leontined uutil 1880, then in company 
with William Simpson went inte the 
stock business. I spent anost of the 
sutmmer of 180 on the plains catching 
wild horses. We succeeded in captur- 
ing and taming “bout fifty head, A 
description of the mode of catching them 


would be too luug for this article. We 
made # trip te the Gunnison country in 
Colorado in 185) and spent that summer 
railroad-bnilding anid prospecting. Thi 
February. 1882, Simpson and uiysell 
formed a partnership with Ernest Bro- 
qnet and went to the Indian Territory 
aud purchased ponies of the Indians. 
Ty. 1883 we continued the pony husivess 
in southern Kansas amd the indian Ter- 
vitory. in thespriug of 1844 in partner- 
ship with G. H. Griffin we went to Old 
Mexico and prrehased 31,000 head of 
pontes which we imported into Kansas. 
We iraveled extensively over three 
states of Old Mexico on horse back, but 
wade Gur purchases at the cily of 
Agualuguas in the state of Nuevo 
Leon. InSeptember of that year | was 
married. ({Sce page 150) 1 then en- 
gaged in the real estale business in Nor- 
ton whieh I continned until 1890. 
then went into the mercantile bnsiness 
which 1 continued until May, 188. 
when ou account of ihe financial de- 
pression and unfortuna‘e speculation | 
was Compelled to make an assignment. 

1 have taken a lively interest in poli- 
ties ever since I becume sn voter; was 4 
candidate for sheriff in 1883. but failed 
to receive the nomiaation. I was nami: 
nated and elected tothe stite senate in 
1888 and served four veara. Iwasa 
candidate for Cougress in 1892 and re- 
ceived the hearty support of Norton, 
Decatur, Rawlings, Cheyenne, Sherman 
and Thomas counties. but failed tuo 
getthe nomination. | have served ss 
ehainman of the republican conuty cen- 
tral committee fur several terms and 
have at ditferent times been a imember 
of the state and congressional counnit: 
tees. 

EL wag married to Mrs. Mary Ienbeike 
Stalubrovk, of Wyoming. April Ie. 1H 

Fuasxcis MM. Lockare, 
Norton, Kansas, August 25, LR. 
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Rebineon, DP. M., 103. 
Rock Branch Township, 2:3. 
Rovaa, S. 1f., and J. 0., 245. 
Rhodes, A. J., 11, 245. 
Reed, O. T., 219. 
Rowley, E., 219. 
Rickard, J,, 297 
teeves, G. ©., Ira, A. Mo and Fy FY, 277, 
Komane, f. 11., 24 b. 
Regestet, L., 264 b. 
Neddell, W., 205. 
Rhoades, E T.. 266. 
Hoek well, Dr., 273. 
kobinson. D.. 280_ 
Rees, §.. 280. 
Reuore, J. T., 285, 
Sortick, .F., 116. 
Sorvick, Sam, 2, 115. 
Simmone, J. 10. 8, 17, 47, 229, 25%, 
Sunmonse, W., 120. 
Snow, F. M., 5. 144, 241. 
Shelion, Eber. 7. 
Steveus, Reuben and Jo., 9. 
Shieer, W., U1. 
Smith, W., Jb. 
Stowell, c., 13, 
Saum, J.. 1%. 
Simpson, W., 25, 110. 288. 
Stinpson, Mre. W., 117. 
Shaw, Herbert. 26. 
Shaw, Clarence Norton, 26; 
Snyder, L.. 
Simmons. Dr., 27. 
Street. W. D., 31. 
Stevens. D. E.. 45. 
Scott, Geo., 03. 
Stous, Conrad, 8%. 
Schesser, J. .A.. 115. 
Smith, Alva. 117. 
Sheak, 5., 121. 
Shoemaker. W, 'T., U1. 257, 78. 
Seymour. R. 1h, HI, 286, 
Shuok, G. W., HI. 
Smailli, Bey be. 149. 
Shimeall, C.F. tus 
Shimeal, ©. .1., 2. 
Sedoria, S. C., 159. 
Spronl. 4. 0., 171. 
Sproul, Frank, 257. 
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Smith, Summer, 174. 

Stotte, J, W., Ln. 

Spetcer, Jas.. 189, 256. 
Spencer, N. .J.. 189. 

Snyder. Jobn. Ue, 

Stoddard. }.. 195. 

Saurvent. It. 5., 231. 

Sheley, B, W., G. and L.. 242. 
Snow, "el. wand Orson, 244. 
Sinktn, K., M7 
Shelton, J., 251. 
Shafer, Citney, 24. 
S. of V.. 261 b. 
Starrett. GC. 1f, 2% 
Smith, J. T., 268. 
Stever, O. FL 270. 
Suyder, Theo. 275 
Sand Creek Township, ore. 
Stahl We. 8s. 

Sleffel, HW. A.. 277 
Sponeler, C. W.. 132. 
Sawyer. ©. M.. 881. 
Shepherd. J.. 2 
Snooks, T. N., . 
Sialth, L. A.. 28 
‘Vallbull, Chief, 124. 
‘frown, Rider. 149. 
Thompson, L, U.. Fre. 
YVuorner, i. M., 184 
‘Twin Meend Township. 285 
‘Phomnpann. J, RL. 235, 

Treseutt. B. 262, 258. 278 

"Tiltjes. G.. 250 

"Vapper. W., 300. 

Sastar. J. 277, 

"|e, alc Baie 

Vtrompyon. 2, D807. 
Thoipeon, G. L. 27s. 
Undervead, J. N., Son. 

Erachel, 1. t.. 91. 2h, 
VanMeter, oA, 30, 240. 250. 
VauMeter, J. 4., 3, 3) 2. 
Vining, Ghas.. 4. 

Vining, J. W.. 6. 172, 292, vor. 303. 
Vanee, lin. 7. 

Vinee, Fred, 7. 

Vinee, OC. 0.. 80, 228: 

Vail, Chaa.. BS. 

Vahl, Albert, 88. 

VanLew,. Peof,. 242. 

Vansant. J. 1b. abs, 

Voss, d.. 20. 

Whittaker, 1.. 2. UL. 
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Wood, Mott, 3,5. 
Withama, Frank, 6. 72. 
Walton, Mr., 6. 
Wright, J. S., 7, 118. 
Wright, J... 180. 
Wrazer, Albert. 27. 
Wrager, G. W., 9%. 
Williams. R.. 64, 68. 127. 
Willinms, John. 63, 69. 
Willian me, Isaiah, 65, 89. 
Willame, A. R.. 72. 
Waller, IL. 3t.. 72. 
Weuver, N.. 109. 
Whitteker, {., 1U4. 
Winklepleck, 5... 115. 
Waters, Geo., 140, 
Wry, dow... 124. 


Whietier. Chet, 124. 
White, RB, F., Us. 28. 

Wainright, Uider. td, 

Walter. Mat. 1%. ' 
Wallace... TAL. 
Wallace, F. fa, Pil. ] 
Wilson, Jox.. 180. 


Warner, L. F.. 168. 

Wheeler. V., 105. 

Wheeler, BOV., 175. 

Wines, J. and ©. p82, 

Wald. J L.. 182. 
Worthington. BOR. 215. 
Witebreanerian Chirel. 226. 
Wilson, J... 2 
Wyatt, Morder 
Wyatt. B. F., 282. 
Whipkey. Mi. 20, 
Whetstone. Jebn. 245. 
Webber, 16 P25. 
Wendel. R. and J. H.. 205. 
Walleek. H.. £58. 
WH. G., MD a. 
Weaver, ott b. 
Mariyg ley 27. 
Wiley. GH... 272, 
Warher, Mure.. 2 
Woed Dorrell, 277. 

Wamecek. 27. * 
Wilswn, I. W,. 278. 
William, BOUL, 258 
Wisy. dl Fas) 
Wilder. f. 11. SNL. 
Youngnenn. Dr 281 
Ainueraaait. Heiury, th 









